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The Bollinger County Extension Council, faculty 

and staff would like to express our appreciation to 

the Bollinger County Commissioners for their 

continued support of extension programs. 

County Council Members 
 

Sharon Hopkins, Chairman 

Ronda Elfrink, Vice-Chairman 

Ashley Newell, Secretary 

Sheila Porter, Treasurer 

 

Members: 

 Barb Bailey 

 Donnia Besher  

 Paula Bridges  

 Kyla Estes 

 Julia Horrell 

 Joe Newell 

 

Farm Bureau: 

 Betsy VanGennip 

 

Youth Members: 

  Kyleigh Wolfe 

 Beth Lincoln 

 Tate Keifer 

 Raylee Leimer 

County Commissioners 
 

Leo Arnzen, Presiding Commissioner 
Roger VanGennip 
Wayne Johnson 

 
 
 

2019 Bollinger County Annual Budget 
 

Personnel Services/Salaries 17,500 
Payroll Expenses        1,800 
Travel      1,600 
Postage           300  
Telephone Serv– Local    1,500 
Rent/Lease Space        100  
Supplies/Services     1,600 
4-H Development Fund    3,800 
Other Contract Services       300 
 
TOTAL BUDGET   28,500
        

 



County Highlights 

State Fair Farm Family 

Congratulations to David and Amy Dickinson  
who represented Bollinger County at the State  
Fair on Farm Family Day.  The Dickinson 
family farm is located in Zalma, Missouri.  The 
family operates a row crop farming operation.  
They are very active in area agriculture and  
help to support Extension activities.  We thank 
them for their hard work. 

Leaders Honor Roll 

The Leader’s Honor Roll program is intended 
to honor outstanding University of Missouri 
Extension community leaders who have 
excelled in supporting or co-teaching named 
programs.  Those honored for their service will 
have their names engraved on a plaque at the 
University of Missouri – Columbia campus.   
 
Bollinger County congratulates Becky 
Wiginton from Marble Hill, Missouri on this 
honor. Becky is actively involved in the 
Bollinger County community.  She is President 
of the Chamber of Commerce, works with the 
schools and their community service projects 
and is involved in church activities.   We 
congratulate Becky on her achievements.         
 
 

 

The Nenninger Family Farm 
is in Leopold, Missouri    

Century Farm Families 

The Royce and Jean Yount  
Family Farm is located in  
Sedgewickville, Missouri.    

The Kinder Family Farm is 
located in Millersville, 
Missouri.    



    

County Highlights 

 

 

Bollinger County 4-H Activities  

Freedom Fest Booth - Crooked Creek 4-H Club 4-H Camp  

Teen Conference Participants 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational Excellence 

A program on growing tomatoes was given by 
Donna Aufdenberg, Field Specialist in 
Horticulture, at the Bollinger County Health 
Department in Marble Hill, Missouri in April 
2019.   

There were 28 participants who learned about 
tomato varieties, how to plant and care for  

 

them, pest issues, and harvesting.  They also 
received recipes using tomatoes.    

Participants were given the opportunity to 
plant tomatoes in containers to take home for 
their patios or home gardens.   

Tomato Workshop  

 

Pest management education through pesticide 
applicator training, winter scouting school, 
early spring SCN workshop, mid-summer 
scouting school and fall certified crop adviser 
training provided attendees hands on 
education about current issues in pesticide 
safety, plant pathology, entomology and weed 
science.   

 

 

Eleven Bollinger County residents participated 
in a private applicator workshop.  Agronomy 
Field Specialist, Anthony Ohmes provide this I 

information in a presentation format so that 
applicators have an opportunity to interact and  

 

ask questions.  Those who attend were 
engaged, asked questions and commented 
that they are better prepared to make informed 
decisions.   

In addition to specific meetings, six hundred 
forty-five (645) participants were educated on 
crop and forage production through one-on-
one interaction via field visits, phone calls, 
walk-ins, correspondence (print and electronic) 
and lab services across multiple counties.  
There were 164 soil tests evaluated for 
Bollinger County, as well as, forage tests, 
disease diagnostics and nematodes tests.  
This educational approach is 
critical to providing research 
based information and expertise 
to individuals when and where 
they need it.  In return, 
participants remain engaged in 
learning and making changes 
based on information provided. 

Bollinger County 
Private Applicator Training. 

Integrated Pest Management 



 
 

Two thousand nineteen marked ten years that 

the countywide collection event has been part 

of our out reach/educational efforts.  Donna 

Aufdenberg, Field Specialist in Horticulture, 

serves as a member on the Recycling Board.  

This event continues three times a year and is 

hosted by businesses and a church in the 

communities of Patton, Scopus and Marble Hill.  

Approximately 50 individuals and businesses 

make use of this event to recycle in their own 

communities.   

Many recycling centers, large and small, have 

closed.  Bollinger County Recycling continues 

to go forward, with necessary changes.  We no 

longer accept plastic bags.  We encourage our 

participants to take their plastic bags to  

 

Walmart, which has a means to recycle them.  

We have increased our storage area in the 

center to keep our recyclables until the market 

improves.  This means that 2019 was the first  

year that we did not send out our recyclables 

for sale.   

 

Our total weight  of recyclables kept  

out of the landfill to date is 204 tons.  We can 

make a difference in our environment and this 

is proof.  Every person who recycles slows the 

growth of landfills. 

 

Healthy Futures 

University of Missouri Extension’s Family 
Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 1608 
participants in Bollinger County during 2019. 
Of that number, 1346 were direct and 262 
indirect nutrition education. A significant 
percentage of these participants were low 
income.  The Family Nutrition Program 
provides information on nutrition, food safety, 
gardening, and physical activity for lifelong 
health and fitness by working with qualifying 
schools, community groups and agencies.  

Youth from Pre-school to 12th grade learned 
through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and 
activities. Activities include opportunities for 
taste-testing healthy foods and practicing skills 
that lead to good health. Education for adults 
also included nutrition, food safety, and 
physical activity, as well as food resource 
management.  

Recently I was at one of my pre-k classes and one  
of the teachers shared with me a story about one of 
her students.  A little girl in class had remembered 
that one of the nutrition lessons talked about always 
trying a food instead of just saying I do not like 
that.  This little girl decided she was going to try to 
get some of her friends to try new foods. She would 
tell the other kids that she would eat a bite of 
something if they would.  She was able to get 
several of the other kids to try new foods.  When the 
teacher asked her why she was trying to get the 
others to try new foods.  She replied that Miss Vickie 
had said we should always try at least one bite of 
new foods.   

Vickie Seiler, Nutrition Program Associate 

Family Nutrition Program 

Healthy Futures 

Waste Management in Bollinger County 



Economic Opportunity 

 

 
Community Economic Development Specialist, 
Richard Proffer completed the three monthly 
sessions of Building Local Prosperity in the 
county with a high attendance.  The group is 
now working on committee projects including 
workforce development, broadband integration 
and exploring the possibility of the dual county 
lake being revived.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings were held with Chief White Eagle on 
how Extension could help with keeping the 
culture of his people alive. We did a grant 
search for him aimed at increasing public 
awareness of the tribe’s events.  

Discussing topics at the Building Local Prosperity of  
Bollinger County in group sessions. 

Community Economic Development 

Producers implement total quality management 
to on-farm heifer development and improve their 
herd management, reproduction, and genetics 
with retained ownership or market heifers for 
added income. Buyers realize this is a reliable 
source of quality replacement females based on 
management, reproduction, and genetics. 
Buyers improve their herds and experience 
lower incidence of dystocia and calf or heifer 
losses. This program enhances marketing 
opportunities for and adds value to MO-raised 
heifers. 

This program attracted 363 participants 
including operations from Bollinger County. 
Sales held in Southeast Missouri totaled 
$221,350 for fall-calving heifers and $105,675 
for spring-calving heifers.  
 

Contacts for the 2019 calendar year totaled 
302.  

Learning to collect a tissue 
sample for DNA sampling. 

Show-Me-Select Replacement Heifer Program 

Bollinger County residents participated in a 
variety of meetings covering topics of: 
technologies in beef cattle reproduction and 
genetics, estrus synchronization, nutrition, 
herd health, bull selection, soil health, 
pasture management, disease traceability, 
mortality management, farm insurance and 
more.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership. 

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government.  Federal 

and state money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, 

training costs, computers and communication equipment.  County funds support the local office, 

secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff mileage and council expenses. 

Local Support ... 

Did you know you can donate directly to Bollinger County Extension with a gift to be used 
immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts.  Monies put into the 
endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county office benefiting each year.  You can 
also direct your donation to a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardener’s. 

Other Faculty Serving Bollinger County 

Donna Aufdenberg ......................... Field Specialist in Horticulture  

Sarah Denkler .................................................... Regional Director  

Mary Engram ................... Field Specialist in Human Development 

Sarah Havens ...................... Field Specialist in Natural Resources 

Nancy Keim ...................... Family Nutrition Education Coordinator 

Erin Larimore..................................... Field Specialist in Livestock 

Anthony Ohmes ............................... Field Specialist in Agronomy 

Richard Proffer .................................................. Field Specialist in  
                                                 Community Economic Development 

David Reinbott ................. Field Specialist in Agricultural Business 

Bollinger County Extension Faculty and Staff 

Bethany Bachmann…...Interim County Engagement Specialist in  
                                                         Nutrition and Health Education 

Willie Saputo .................................. 4-H Youth Program Associate 

Vickie Seiler ...................................... Nutrition Program Associate  

Melody Williams ................................................... Office Manager  


