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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Barton County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Barton

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Barton County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
2021 Financial Statement
Income

Student Fees 5,547.32

County Appropriations 77,786.06

Investment Income 237.09

Gift/Grants/Contracts 1,130.00

Resales/Educ Services Fees 2,547.15

Miscellaneous Income 1,143.77

Balance Transfers 1,000.00

Total Income 89,391.39

89,391.39

Expense

Persnnl Serv - Salaries & Wag 1,115.50

Payroll Expenses 85.34

Non Payroll Salaries 56,251.36

Travel 2,722.72

Postage 1,145.73

Telephone Serv - Local 2,405.05

Advertising 316.56

Rent/Lease Space 275.00

Publishing/Printing 125.00

Supplies/Services 6,422.14

Professional Development 739.14

Professional Services 500.00

Utilities 6,442.12

Insurance 2,154.50

Miscellaneous 264.38

Extension Council Election Exp. 122.40

Extension Annual Meeting 184.19

Extension Scholarship 250.00

Soil Test Expenses 968.50

Publications for Resale 314.50

Repairs/Maintenance 5,016.43

4-H Enrollment Fees 300.00

Furniture/Equipment 1,054.82

Credit Card Transaction Fees 60.60

Fee Generation Distribution 1,870.00

Total Expense 91,105.98

-1,714.59

Gross Profit

Net Income



Health & Well-being

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy Level-1 (SSSH)

When you support MU Extension’s SSSH program, you will help 
participants increase their ability to complete activities of daily 
living, physical activity, and improve strength, balance and flexibility, 
resulting in reduced risk for falls, better overall health and greater 
independence. These health benefits decrease the likelihood of a 
participant losing independence and entering a care facility, which 
costs on average $58,000 per year in Missouri. The money saved 
benefits a community by keeping more discretionary income in 
circulation locally. It also keeps people actively, independently 
contributing to society and their communities longer.

8 participants in Golden City, 

5 graduates (attended 10 of 

16 classes)

Participants improved their 

lower body strength and 

flexibility, upper body 

flexibility, agility, and 

balance. 

All of these measures help 

improve ability to perform 

activities of daily living and 

maintain independence.

Participants agreed their overall 
health was better, they felt physically 
stronger, they slept better, and had 

less painful joints.

Lindsey Stevenson, County 

Engagement Specialist in 

Nutrition and Health

Nutrition and Health has made a commitment 

to improve Missouri’s national health 

ranking from 40th to 35th by FY 2023

• “I’m walking with less pain and better 

breathing.”

• “I can get up out of a chair more easily and I 

have more energy.”

• “This course has improved my life because 

I’m getting out of the house and being with 

people.”

• “My hips don’t hurt anymore!”

• “I can walk more than 6 blocks without 

resting now.”

• “To think I didn’t think I could even do five of 

these. And I was huffing! Now look at me!”

SSSH aims to provide older adults 
with access to a safe, structured and 
effective exercise program capable 
of building muscle and increasing 
bone density, thus decreasing frailty, 
osteoporosis and the risk of falls.
SSSH helps participants meet the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s physical activity 
recommendations, which call for 
strengthening activities that work all 
major muscle groups at least two 
days a week in addition to aerobic 
activities such as walking or 
swimming.



Health & Well-being

Healthy Rewards

Healthy Rewards is a pilot project in the southwest corner of the 

state for caregivers, teachers, and youth. The goal of the program 

is to help youth establish a better relationship with food for a 

lifetime.

Healthy Rewards gives the case that rewarding positive or 

desirable behavior or accomplishments with food is not beneficial 

for the long-term health of the student. The program then offers 

alternative ideas for rewards using non-food items or activities.

Nutrition and Health Summary

Liberal Schools participated in 

this pilot project for Barton 

County

146 respondents (across all pilot 
schools and organizations) 
predominately agreed that 

rewarding behavior or 
accomplishments without using 

food was important, but a barrier to 
doing so was coming up with non-

food reward ideas.

In 2021, nutrition and health programming had approximately 350 

Barton County direct education contacts in the areas of:

• Strength training

• One-on-one nutrition consultation

• Nutrition, health, and physical activity for youth

• Walking for health

Successes for 2021:

• Reached a new audience in Golden City

• Established a new working partnership in Golden City

• Joined the Lamar Schools Wellness Committee

• Worked in a more intentional way at the Lamar Free Fair and 

shared food preservation resources





County highlights

Agriculture

State Line Crops Conference

The State Line Crops Conference provides 

relevant information to farm producers of upcoming 

concerns in row crops grown near Barton County. 

Extension specialists deliver the latest research 

based information related to the current 

environment surrounding their operation. In 2021 

an online conference partnered with Kansas State 

University Extension to cover tile drainage and 

included a producer panel.

“This program serves as a reminder to check crops, 
especially during busy times of the summer.”

“Your advice gives us an idea what we should be 
looking for in our fields.”

2020 Soils and Crops Conference

Crop Scouting Program

The Crop Scouting Program informs producers of 

pest threats during the growing season. A weekly, 

2-minute recording is sent out containing research 

based information on:  environmental issues, 

nutrient deficiencies, pest threshold level, pest 

description, damage description and pest control. 

Client fields are physically scouted weekly and the 

report is based on those observations. How-to-

scout-videos are made and posted to aid 

producers in proper scouting techniques. In 2021, 

56 producers participated. 

Winter grain mite in wheat



County highlights

Agriculture

Pearls of Production

Pearls of Production is an innovative, hands-on 

program , targeted to full-time female producers. 

Programs on Time Management for Farm Families, 

Low Stress Cattle Handling, Cattle Marketing 

Strategies and Pasture Pests were among topics 

covered in 2021. Participant class sizes ranged 

from 9—35 ladies.

Wheat Tour

The Barton County Wheat Tour allows producers 

to see first-hand MU variety test plots in Lamar. In 

2021, Kevin Rice spoke on wheat insects and 

emerging soybean insect pests.

Forage and Livestock Town Hall Committee

Producers tour MU Variety wheat test plots

Forage and Livestock Town Halls

In 2020, University of Missouri Extension field specialists found a unique way to deliver relevant information 

and answer pressing producer questions in an online format. The Forage and Livestock Town Halls 

allowed producers to submit questions and tune in weekly during the growing season to an online program 

featuring “weed of the week”, “feed of the week”, “producer Q & A” and a short relevant educational topic. In 

the off-season, the town hall resumed on a monthly basis. This format continued in 2021 with the addition 

of simulcast to YouTube.

MU Strip Trials

The MU Strip Trials are on-farm research 

conducted with the aid of local farmers; 

in 2021, Barton County supplied 2 on-

farm research sites for soybean fungicide 

and seed treatments.



County highlights

Agriculture

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

The Private Pesticide Applicator Training 
involves the initial training and recertification of 
Missouri’s private pesticide applicators (ag 
producers). The need for training in the 
application of pesticides is of high importance 
due to both the legal requirements and a real 
need for technical knowledge. The University 
of Missouri private pesticide applicator 
program reaches into essentially each of 
Missouri’s one hundred fourteen counties to 
train farmers on the safe and proper use of 
agricultural pesticides on their farmlands, 
including restricted-use pesticides. In person 
and online trainings were held in 2021, along 
with computer  labs to provide producers 
access to obtaining synthetic auxin herbicide 
and gramoxone licenses.

Soil testing is a vital part of obtaining a desired 
crop yield.

Jill Scheidt, University of Missouri agronomy field 
specialist, teaches the private pesticide applicator 
training

Soil Testing

University of Missouri offers soil tests to be sent 
through the county offices to the soil testing lab in 
Columbia. These soil tests allow producers to 
make appropriate additions to the soil in order to 
obtain a desired yield. With each test, producers 
get a detailed report on pH levels, available 
phosphorus, potassium, calcium and magnesium; 
organic matter; acidity and cation exchange. These 
basic tests provide the necessary data to develop 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potash and ag lime 
recommendations for intended crops and intended 
yields.

82 Soil Tests submitted.



County highlights

Master Gardeners added a shade garden and children’s maze to the 

Demo Garden at the park in 2021. During monthly meetings, an 

educational topic was made open to the public. Some topics were: 

Holiday Plants Beyond the Holiday, Busting Garden Myths and a 

beautification discussion with the City of Lamar Mayor.

Volunteer Projects

The Master Gardeners of Barton County continued 3 volunteer 

projects: maintaining gardens at the Lamar Senior Center, Master 

Gardener Demonstration Garden at the Lamar City Park and Yard of 

the Month. Yard of the Month photos and articles were posted in the 

local newspaper and Facebook page. 

Master Gardeners

The mission of the Missouri Master Gardener Extension Program is 

“helping others learn to grow.” The program provides in depth 

horticultural training to individuals who then volunteer their time 

applying what they have learned to help others in their communities to 

learn about gardening and environmental education.

Volunteer and educational hours consist of performing volunteer work 

on Master Gardener projects and other activities; and attending, 

hosting and teaching classes related to the Master Gardener 

Program.

2021 Activities

Master Gardeners clean 

up Demo Garden

Master Gardeners tour home 

landscapes

Robert Balek, MUE horticulture, 

discusses garden myths

Look us up at: Master Gardeners of Barton County, MO



County highlights

4-H
The 4-H STEM Project 

Kneeland Center 

Liberal, MO 

Youth are excited about Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math.  The Stem group meets monthly on  the 1st and 3r Tuesday  
at the Kneeland center  to share ideas, increase knowledge and 
complete projects . The 2020- 2021 projects have included space 
travel,, chemical reactions, studying the weather, arts and crafts, 
study of rockets, just to name a few. These hands on projects build  
partnerships, teamwork and new friends all in one afternoon.    

The youth are willing to give back with community service. The 
Happy and Mary Curless Library was the site for a 4-H Stem 
Community Service Project .This 4-H Stem family took on the task 
of cleaning and refilling the flower boxes to brighten up the library.

4-H STEM afterschool projects have been exciting at the Kneeland 
Center in Liberal, MO. To celebrate a fun year the 4-H youth 
wanted to take a step into real flight with a series on ROCKETS. 
Youth and volunteers began to prepare for the flight. Youth each 
received a rocket kit of their choice and began construction. With 
instructions in hand and lots of help from volunteer’s youth 
assembled a rocket with plans for launching .

4-H Stem youth were ready to "BLAST OFF" headed to the Liberal 
football and softball field in the wide open spaces. Rockets are 
expected to go 550 to 1200 feet into the atmosphere, winds light 
and variable from southeast, destination to be determined.

In 2021, Barton County 4-H Youth Development 

engaged 163 youth in traditional 4-H club units (under 

the direction of 223 youth and adult volunteers) and 288 

youth in special interest groups, along with 672 students 

in school enrichment programming through Lamar Head 

Start, Lamar, Liberal and Golden City Schools. 4-H 

members gain knowledge and skills by attending 

monthly meetings, completing project work, and 

learning from over 50 wide-ranging 4-H project areas 

and special 4-H club events. 

Barton  County 4-H offers all members the opportunity 

to learn and experience personal growth through 

interactive activities, real life experiences, and 

communication groups. In 2021, a challenging year of 

4-H programming, Barton 4-H events included Barton 

County 4-H Achievement Day, Lamar Fair Livestock 

Judging, SW member leader training workshops, SW 4-

H Family Day Camp, State 4-H Pubic Speaking, and 

Missouri Community Betterment Involvement  . 

Barton County 4-H members share  there 
projects at many areas in the community . 
Sharing projects is a accumulation of hard 
works and self pride. Learning By Doing is 

rewarded to all 4-H Members as Barton County  
4-H “Makes the Best Better”



County highlights

4-H

Excellence

78 youth were recognized during the 61st Annual Barton 

County 4-H Banquet. 4-H County, State, Regional and 

National levels of Excellence were reached by 4-H youth 

from Barton County. All 4-H clubs met their goals of 

achievement through project exhibition, which included 

17 exhibits taken to the Missouri State Fair, 80 items 

entered at Ozark Empire Fair and 187 small exhibits at 

the Lamar Free Fair.

Leadership

Barton County was proud to announce the selection of 

Andrew Shelton and Ashlyn Ball of city clovers 4-H club 

as State 4-H Ambassadors  working with State 4-H 

Council.   All Barton County 4-H Clubs have gained 

valuable leadership and life skills through 560 hours of 

service with youth/adult community partnerships. These 

projects include 2021 Missouri Bicentennial Celebration 

MO 4-H Feeding Missouri, Missouri Community 

Betterment, MODOT Adopt-A-Highway, Salvation Army 

Bell ringing, Good Samaritan Food Pantry, Maple Senior 

Assisted Living, Moss House,, as well as many  other 

individual club projects.

Community Service 

The Liberal Memorial Park and Community Center is a 
2-acre area that serves many citizens of Liberal and the 
surrounding area. The Learn a Do 4-H club and Shiloh 
4-H club partnered with Barton County 4-H youth , City 
of Liberal and local business , school and churches to 
provide clean-up and upgrading to the park facility. 
Park areas addressed 
were refurbishing softball ball diamond bleachers, 
pavilion area and picnic tables. Cleanup for the rest 
room units included of power washing, painting inside 
and outside and basic construction repair. . The Liberal 
Memorial Park sign was reconstructed and updated 
with flower bed .

BOAC Project Liberal Community Partnerships 
contributions included Liberal School redesign of 
Bulldog art work ,  City of Liberal , new swings , 
community building updates. Hannan Freewill Baptist 
Church Men’s Group, refurbish park gazebo. Liberal 
Summer Rec League and Barton Mutual Insurance-
replaced aluminum bleachers in 4 baseball dug outs. 

Learn A Do 4-H Club  – Shiloh 4-H Club 

2021 “ Building  Our American Community Project

Liberal Memorial  Park Restoration 

2021 Missouri Bicentennial 4-H Teen Leader 
Time Capsule To Be Opened 

August 10, 2071



County highlights

Liberal Middle School  to Experience New 4-H SNAC Program

Thirty-Two seventh  grade students at Liberal Middle School   embark on a journey that took  students  down a multi-
disciplinary path towards nutrition education, publications, hands-on applications, and leadership.  Thanks to a grant through 
Missouri 4-H, Liberal seventh graders become 4-H SNAC club members. 

4-H Student Nutrition Advisory Council (SNAC) initiative  a program developed with the University of Missouri Extension’s 
Family Nutrition Education Program and Missouri 4-H.  The club, which has no cost to members, focuses on teaching 
nutrition along with leadership and citizenship skills that are central to 4-H.  SNAC clubs across Missouri are being 
established to reach new youth and families through partnerships with nutrition education programs, schools, and other 
nutrition education programs for underserved youth. 

The club will meet in school ”I was so excited for this program,” stated Elaine Davis 4-H Youth Program Associate .  “This is 
an opportunity to share 4-H with students who are not exposed to traditional 4-H clubs while teaching proper nutrition and 
leadership.  We were so excited to receive this grant!”

As part of the program, Elaine Davis  taught the seventh  graders Kids in the Kitchen, a curriculum normally taught by nutrition 
educators . What makes the program a 4-H program is the students will have to participate in an advocacy project where they 
apply the techniques and knowledge learned and in turn educate their community.  For the advocacy project, the  students will
be selecting  community service projects they feel will make a difference in their school and community.  

The  Kids in the Kitchen  program provided curricula in four subjects.  In  health project students learning about making about 
healthy choices through  food selection. For science class students  analyzed nutrition data, and will discovered the impact of 
health changes due to healthy decisions.  For physical education  students practiced a  series of basic exercises to increase
activity and movement.  Students gained many life skills through the 4-H SNAC project.  

“With this different approach to 4-H the state office is to reach new students while teaching them life lessons such as healthy 
eating and exercise,” Davis said.  “I am thrilled Barton  County students got  to participate in this opportunity.”

Barton County 4-H Received a $500.00 Grant from

Mo 4-H Foundation to help with 4-H club supplies and  

advocacy projects. The students  prepared four  

advocacy projects. Highlighted in photos  are a school 

food drive that served the school food pantry and 

community.

4-H



Educational Access & Excellence

Patrick Davis
LIVESTOCK FIELD SPECIALIST
MU Extension in Cedar County

2021 Programming 

with Barton County Representation

Online SW MO Beef Cattle Conference

Presentation topics on:

• Stocker cattle nutritional & health management

• Low-input heifer development system

• Business management, COVID-19 considerations, & 

economics of a stocker operation

The conference was sponsored by Mo SBDC Ag Food 

and Forestry Center, MU Extension and MU+NRCS 

Grasslands Project. One person from Barton County 

attended.

Online Regional Hay School

Presentation topics on:

• Forages for SW Mo. Hay

• Forage Quality and Cattle Nutrition

• Hay Feeding Management

• Hay Storage Management

• Hay and Baleage Harvest System

• Hay Fertility and Pest Management

• Economics of Hay Production and COVID 19 

Considerations

This event was sponsored by MU Extension, Missouri 

SBDC for Agriculture, Food, and Forestry, SBA, and 

MU+NRCS Grasslands Project. Two people from 

Barton County participated.

Fence Law Workshop

This blended meeting presented Missouri fence law 

and any recent changes that might affect their 

farming operation. One Barton County participant 

attended in-person and another Barton County 

participant attended via zoom.

:

Barton County Beef Cattle Producers

Management Workshop

This educational workshop was held in conjuction

with the Barton County Missouri Cattlemen’s 

Association meeting. The topic of the presentation 

was low input heifer development. There were 23 

Barton County participants.

:

Show Me Select Replacement 

Heifer Program
This program provides education to cattle producers 

for cattle management and heifer development 

leading to value-added heifers creating optimum 

profitability. Three Barton County cattle operations 

had a total of 57 heifers enrolled and sold a total of 

36 with a gross revenue of $57,800. I work with the 

producer on data collection and processing at 

prebreeding, initial pregnancy check and the final 

pregnancy check. I also work with the producer to 

make sure the correct breeding bulls are used and to 

make sure they understand and follow the rules so 

that their bred replacement heifers are eligible to sell 

in either the spring or fall sale. I am on the planning 

committee for the sale and am present during the 

sale to help in many ways such as sorting heifers.

Jasper MO Native Grass Pasture Walk
This pasture walk was held at the Brandon and 

Hailey Mahurin Farm near Jasper, MO. The 

workshop was a cooperation between MU 

Extension, MO Dept. of Conservation, The Nature 

Conservancy, MU/MDC Native Grass Group and 

the MY/NRCS Grasslands Project. Participants 

were educated on proper grazing and livestock 

management on native grass pastures. 



County highlights

Terry Halleran
FIELD SPECIALIST IN 

AGRONOMY

MU Extension in Hickory County

Programming in Barton County 

As many of you know this year has once again been 
challenging due to the Covid-19 situation. Please find 
enclosed the summary of my possible interaction with 
your counties as I tried to meet the need of our 
clientele.

In Person Opportunities:

What Should I Rent My Farm For?

July 7th, 2021, Program in Barton County (Lamar)

Under NCFRSAC grant number: USDA 2020-

70028-32728 MU Extension, Human Development 

and Family Science Specialists are able to provide 

Mental Health Awareness programming 

throughout the state.  I provide Virtual, Blended, 

and In-Person Mental Health First Aid Training.  

This training certifies participants for three years in 

noticing the warning signs and symptoms of a 

mental health challenge and assisting someone 

during a mental health crisis. There are two 

versions one is adult and the other for adults 

assisting youth through mental health challenges.  

In 2021 19 participants from Barton County took 

part in a course. 

Mental Health Awareness Programming

Barton County Community Safety Net - Rural Safety Days
This program developed out of a cooperation between Community Safety Net, 

Lamar and Liberal Schools and MU Extension to provide rural safety education 

to area youth. Students rotated through safety stations which were prepared 

and led by local high school ag students. Classroom teachers were able to 

follow up using a Rural Safety book which was presented to each participant 

provided by a joint effort between local businesses, MU Extension, and 

Community Safety Net.

Lamar Fair Youth Livestock
This contest was held during the Lamar Fair and was put on by MU 

Extension and local volunteers to allow youth to compete as well as gain 

knowledge in the area of livestock evaluation. Youth evaluated classes 

of cattle, swine, sheep and goats as well as gave oral reasons on one or 

two classes depending on their age. The skills and knowledge that are 

gained in this contest will help them as the continue to compete in youth 

livestock activities as well as other aspects of their life. Seventeen 

Barton County youth participated.

Patrick Davis, Livestock Field Specialist, MU Extension in Cedar County, continued



Economic Opportunity

Robert Balek, Field Specialist in Horticulture, MU Extension in Jasper County

Black Walnut Shaker Study

This research project uses a tree shaker to

mechanically harvest black walnuts. Tree plots 

are located at the Southwest Research, 

Extension, and Education Center in Mt. Vernon. 

For the next two years, black walnuts will be 

harvested and weighed, hulled, and analyzed. 

Data from the three years will be used to 

determine the economic feasibility of using the 

shaker vs. traditional methods of natural nut 

drop. The study is also looking at nut weight, nut 

meat quality, and flavor of nuts harvested using 

the shaker vs. traditional nut drop method.

Research Team harvesting for the Black Walnut 

Shaker Study. Robert Balek (left), Jay Chism (center), 

Andy Thomas (right)

Economic Opportunity – Education

The Missouri Tomato School

This was a two-day, hybrid in-person/virtual program. 

Day 1 was classroom instruction at the SW 

Research, Extension, and Education Center in Mt. 

Vernon. Day 2 was devoted to tours of local tomato 

producers by nationally known tomato experts, with 

Q&A throughout the day.

Horticulture Town Hall Sessions 

Weekly Zoom sessions organized and coordinated by the Home Horticulture Team are open to public. There 

are usually around 70 participants. Two segments are selected each week for video production, which are then 

shared on social media, etc. 

Broadcast and Social Media

KSN-TV Joplin: Living Well
Twice-Monthly interviews on KSN-TV’s Living Well Show. This community outreach serves thousands of viewers 

of all demographics in the Joplin four-states area (MO, AR, KS, OK). I presented 44 segments in 2021.

Facebook Outreach
• MU Extension Horticulture Facebook Page

• University of Missouri Extension Master Gardeners Facebook Page

• Ask a Missouri Master Gardner Group – (AAMMGG) Facebook Page

• Barton County Extension Facebook Page –(ended 2021 with a following of 247 and a reach of 2704)

Barton County
✓ 5 Horticultural Soil Tests Interpreted

✓ Master Gardeners Continuing Education Sessions:

Busting Garden Myths, Holiday Plants, and Preparing Gardens for Winter Using Mulch and Cover Crops

Economic Opportunity – Research



Educational Access & Excellence

Jennifer Lutes

FIELD SPECIALIST IN 
AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS
MU Extension in McDonald County

Sheep & Goat Production

Through a partnership between MU Extension and 

Lincoln Extension spring and fall sheep and goat 

production courses were held online in 2021 with 489 

attendees from 60 counties including Barton County. 

Attendees learned about a wide selection of topics that 

included: animal selection, financial implications of 

multiple births, nutrition and reproductive management, 

pasture management, record keeping and use during 

culling, and winter nutrition.  

 

Agriculture, Food & Forestry - SBDC Center 

In the summer of 2020, a joint partnership between MU Extension and the Small Business Development Centers 
(SBDC) created the Missouri SBDC for Agriculture, Food and Forestry. This partnership offers no-cost, one-on-
one personalized assistance for business owners, entrepreneurs and farmers in Missouri. The center has a range 
of skills and specialties and serves all agricultural businesses with a particular focus on commercial horticulture, 
food and forestry, livestock and value-added meats.   

Extension faculty who provide business counseling are located across the state to best serve the clients. They 
can assist with technical advice, financial management, business planning, business model pivots, value added 
propositions and many other services.  

In 2021, 830 counseling sessions were held with 198 clients statewide, 
reaching 86 counties. These current or prospective business owners 
received one-on-one guidance and support as they pursued COVID-19 
business relief or other financial applications, developed or updated their 
business plans, evaluated their property’s agricultural potential, and 
made decisions to sustain, grow or transition their business.  

There were three total Ag SBDC Clients in Barton County in 2021. 

Southwest Missouri Ag Lenders Seminar 

Each year, leading economists and ag business and policy specialists from MU Extension, Missouri Dept. of 

Ag and the MU Food and AG Polity Research Institute provide updates for agriculture lenders. Topics include 

market outlooks, macroeconomic conditions, land values and rental rates, enterprise budgets, risk 

management tools, and changes to tax law such as earned income tax credit and the American Rescue Plan. 

With these updates, ag lenders help their clients make informed decisions about market trends, risks and 

changes that affect borrowing and investment capacities. In 2021, the Springfield location had 60 attendees 

from 18 different counties, including Barton County. 

Farm Tax Workshops

For the past few years, MU Extension has taught Farm Tax Workshops for farm businesses and families to 

include new legislation, tax changes, court cases, state tax issues and additional ag issues. The workshops 

are designed to convey information in a concise manner using information from the IRS and the Land Grant 

University Tax Education Foundation. The purpose of the classes is to get relevant and helpful information to 

farmers so they can make decisions and be better prepared to work with their professional tax preparer. Two 

participants were from Barton County.



County highlights

Bill & Barbara Phipps 

Family inducted into 

the 4-H Hall of Fame 

and other 4-H events 


