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“It was as hard to leave Missouri as it was hard to leave North 

Carolina,” said Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement 
Marshall Stewart at a Jan. 10 farewell reception attended by 
past and present colleagues, university and government 
officials and other well-wishers who filled the rotunda in MU's 
Jesse Hall. Stewart, a Tar Heel State native, came to MU 
Extension from his home state in 2016. He later assumed a 
concurrent role as chief engagement officer for the University 
of Missouri System, reflecting his vision of bringing to bear the 
entire UM System on improving the lives of all Missourians.
During the reception, Stewart was lauded by UM System 
President and MU Chancellor Mun Choi; Michael Williams, 
chair of the UM Board of Curators; Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe; 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement Chad 
Higgins; Missouri Department of Conservation Director Sara 
Parker Pauley; and Jeff Simon, representing the Missouri 100.
Pictured, from left, Jan Stewart, Marshall Stewart, Mun Choi 
and, from the UM Board of Curators, Robin Wenneker and 
Michael Williams. Photo by Michael Hicks.

Stewart farewell reception
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County highlights

Barry County Extension Council

2021 Annual Meeting

February 10, 2022

We hosted our annual meeting last year at Emmanuel Baptist Church. We enjoyed a meal which was 
catered by C&C of Exeter.  The program followed the meal with the 4-H program of Barry County being 
highlighted.  Outgoing council members were recognized; Marcia Moreland, Jason Hudson, and Vicky 

Senters. Duane Kaiser was recognized as the new inductee of the leaders Honor Roll.

.  New members were sworn in

by Joyce Ennis. 



Financials

Receipts and Expenditures 2020

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Barry County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Barry 
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Barry County Extension with a gift to 
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 

Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 
county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Income

County Appropriations 31,034.10

Total Income 31,034.10

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 23,828.09

Travel 2,034.00

Office Supplies/Service 1,657.19

Insurance 3,135.04

Advertising 302.73

Postage 7.05

Publishing 70.00

Total Expenses 31,034.10

Receipts and Expenditures



County highlights

Barry County Century Farm

Arnaud Family Receives Century Farm Designation at Annual MU Extension Picnic
Adriana Keeton

The Barry County Extension office of Missouri University (MU) held their annual picnic on Thursday,
September 8, at Rocky Edmondson Park in Cassville. MU Extension representatives, council members,

past Century Farm honorees, local 4-H Chapters and the public attended the annual event.
The Arnaud family farm was honored with a Missouri Century Farm designation for 2022.

The Arnaud family farm is located between Monett and Purdy, a half mile west of Midway.
Emile Arnaud, great-grandfather of Victor Arnaud, came from France to America in the 1870’s

and eventually made his way to the Ozarks and steaded on the property in 1888 with four younger siblings.
Today, three generations of Arnaud farmers, Victor, his son Kent, and sixth generation farmer and grandson

Trent, currently run over 200 head of beef cattle on the farm.

Century farms and ranches have shaped our nation and state. In every kitchen, behind every barn door, and
in every soiled and calloused hand lie stories of those who feed our nation. The Missouri Century Farm Program
celebrates the lasting contributions of farmers and ranchers who have made our country’s and state’s heritage.

In 1976, the Centennial Farm project was initiated in Missouri, awarding certificates to persons owning farms that
had been in the same family for 100 years or more. Ten years later, the University of Missouri Extension,

and the MU College of Agriculture,Food and Natural Resources created the annual Century Farm
program and recognition. The Missouri Farm Bureau joined as a co-sponsor in 2008. Since the program began

in 1976, more than 8,000 Missouri farms have received the Century Farm designation.

Shown below, left to right are: Jennifer McCrackin, Cindy Owens, Kent Arnaud, Victor Arnaud,
Trent Arnaud, Marianne McCrackin and Renee Fogle.

.Not present for the photo were Betty Arnuad and Margaret Arnuad.



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

Eldon Cole

Eldon Cole, 81, of Mount Vernon died April 17 of heart failure.

How do you say goodbye to a legend? 

Eldon impacted the livestock industry, this community, and Extension 

itself over the course of his 58-year career. He was a positive, steady voice 

of reason in an often times chaotic world. Practical and pragmatic, he 

shared his common-sense approach with his producers. Eldon had a sharp, 

often subtle, and dry sense of humor. He was a staunch supporter of 

our 4-H and FFA youth, always encouraging kids interested in 

agriculture. Eldon mentored a number of young Extension professionals 

over the life of his career.



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

PESTICIDE ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY 

TRAINING WAS IN-PERSON AND ON-LINE

There were Private Applicator Training sessions held in 

2022 in Cassville.  In addition, pesticide applicators 

benefited from a 1.5-hour prerecorded Zoom session 

that was used for training statewide.  This program was 

developed by field specialists in agronomy, Sarah 

Kenyon, Jill Scheidt and Tim Schnakenberg. Several 

classes were offered virtually across the state.  This 

training is something farmers must be retrained on 

every five years in order to maintain a private pesticide 

license to purchase and use Restricted-Use pesticides.   

SOIL FERTILITY AND PLANT NUTRIENT 

MANAGEMENT

Farmers and homeowners continue to need 

information for their fertilizer and lime purchasing 

decisions.  These are based on unbiased fertility 

testing and research provided by University of 

Missouri Extension.  Tim Schnakenberg, field 

specialist in agronomy and Patrick Byers or Robert 

Balek, field specialists in horticulture, signed each 

report and made additional remarks on them as 

needed.  



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

AREA PRODUCERS WIN BIG
IN THE

OZARK EMPIRE FAIR HAY SHOW 

There was outstanding participation this year for the Ozark Empire Fair hay show with 45 entries submitted from nine 
counties.  Several ag specialists traveled to 24 farms to collect samples of the entries.  This was a great opportunity to help 
producers better educate themselves on hay quality.  Counties represented this year included Lawrence, Dade, Christian, St. 
Clair, Webster, Stone, Barry, Greene and Dunklin counties.  One bermudagrass entry came as far as Kennett, Missouri in the 
bootheel.  The highest-testing entry and champion dry hay came from Glenn and Toni Obermann of Monett.  It was an alfalfa-
orchardgrass third-cutting hay entry that was harvested on July 13.  It produced a 241 Relative Forage Quality (RFQ).  The 
champion haylage was entered by Groves-McDonald of Billings, Missouri.  It’s cutting date was May 9 and the RFQ was 205.  
All entries were judged solely on RFQ as they have been since 2017.  The show has occurred since 1985.  Tim Schnakenberg 
served as Superintendent for this show. The show this year was dedicated to the late Eldon Cole, who served as 
superintendent for the past 37 years at the fair.  Eldon’s dedication to hay quality education and improved cattle nutrition 
was unparalleled in extension.  

Soils and Crops Conference March 2022



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

DROUGHT AFFECTED FARMERS ONCE AGAIN IN 2022 

After a rainy spring, a serious drought set in during June and lasted through October in Southwest 
Missouri.  There were many issues related to limited grazing, reduced hay production, toxic forage 

due to prussic acid and nitrate issues, early corn silage harvest and uncertainty about having 
plenty of grazed forage and stored forage for the fall and winter months.  There were many 
nitrate tests conducted at extension centers across the region to test the potential for toxic 

forage.  The Extension staff across southern Missouri planned regional drought recovery meetings 
late in the summer to address appropriate cow culling, early weaning fall forage options, forage 
toxicity concerns, market outlook and supplementing poor quality hay.  On August 17 a program 

occurred in Springfield during the morning and in Mt. Vernon in the afternoon.  There were about 
95 farm producers who participated.  In addition, extension agronomists in the drought affected 

areas of Missouri were heavily involved in assessing the severity of the drought and reporting 
those estimates to Farm Service Agency to determine the level of NAP drought assistance that 

farmers will receive.

The growing season of 2023 was challenged first by excess rain, delaying planting. Followed by the rain turning off set up th e 

perfect storm for nitrate accumulation. All agriculture extension specialists spent countless hours to provide the information 

producers needed to manage the situation. This included nitrate monitoring, individual farm consultation, ration 

recommendations and drought management meetings. 

Drought 

Forage Testing 



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

Fog Machine 9/7/22

Cow comfort is one of the leading impacts on productivity in a dairy herd. 
Comfort is impacted by heat stress, through air flow. Pictured: Reagan 

Bluel, dairy specialist with MU Extension tests air flow through this 

bedded pack barn using a fog machine to visualize movement and make 

fan placement recommendations. 

Cattle producers can accelerate the genetic progress 
of their herd through Artificial Insemination. While 

difficult, this skill is obtainable to most but can be 

intimidating to learn. AI School participants were first 

provided reproductive tracts for practice, then hands-

on work at the Joplin Regional Stockyards. Instructors 

(Picking and Bluel) would verify steps of the process, 
in real time. This ensured producers would return 

home with confidence of knowledge. Each participant 

successfully completed, and graduated from the 

course, heading home to advance their genetics. 

AI School 

10/26/22 

SW-REEC Field Day 

Hundreds of students learn about Ruminant Nutrition in this 
hands-on learning opportunity. Pictured: Student plunges through 
the cannula of this beef steer]
to feel ruminant digestion.



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

Pearls of Production
Is a statewide, 2-day women in agriculture conference targeted to build relationships while learning hands on skills 
needed on the farm. Pictured below are some moments captured over the weekend. 

“Understanding the protein on your plate”

taste test lab featuring 
Beef vs impossible burger.

Farm tour 

and conversation with a 
farrowing to finish sow 

farm.

Hands-on 

dystocia clinic 

Value added beef 
production

Hands-on welding lab

Women in Dairy 

This year-round program is 
producer driven, geared to build a 
learning community among the 
dairy industry. During the 2022 
planning meeting, ladies selected 
“Gardening” as the annual theme. 
We learned seed starting, 
successful garden strategies, 
canning and lavender production 
all from MU Extension horticulture 
specialists. Additionally, we hosted 
our annual June Dairy Month 
outreach event “Meet your Farm-
Her”.



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture and Environment

Victory Over The Virus Garden – Shell 
Knob

The quarantines of the pandemic took a toll on Shell 
Knob’s sense of community.  This garden was formed 

to bring community together. The garden is a 
partnership with MU Extension Horticulture, Barry 

County 4H club, United Methodist Church, local 
school and parents.   MU Extension and volunteers 

facilitated meetings/classes on operating their 
community garden in a productive way.

✓ 36 Horticultural Soil Tests Interpreted

✓ Woody Plants for Containers – presented to Southwest 
Garden Clubs and Barry County Master Gardeners



Economic Opportunity

“I thought it was a great 
tour! Good food for 

thought.”

6 tours conducted at the 

Monett Walmart with 18 

participants 

Participants learned ways to shop for 
healthy balance meals on a budget. 

Monthly lessons for 
better health and 

wellness!

25 employees attended the 

strength in numbers workshops

Strength in Numbers for Monett Schools 

Monett Schools employees received 
monthly lessons of a Varity of health 
and wellness topics as an element of 

their employee wellness program.  

Cooking Matters at the Store-Monett

Canning 101 

Participants at the Barry-Lawrence 
county library class learned how to 
properly use and clean the electric 

pressure cooker for home use. 

9 people participated in the canning 
101 class



Economic Opportunity

“Learning about which equipment is 

proper to use for types of foods.”

Canning 101 for Shell Knob Victory over the Virus

14 people participated in the 

canning 101 class



Economic Opportunity

Harris Inducted into Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame

Barry County 4-H
4-H in Barry County had a great 2022! The Barry County Youth Fair was back, new banners and signs were designed, 

and recognizing members was a priority. New opportunities are on the horizon for 4-H members in the county. For 

anyone who may be interested in being a part of this organization, contact the Barry County Extension office. 

Suzan Harris began her career in 4-H as a junior leader in 1980.
She went on to serve as project leader for dairy cattle, dairy goats,
visual arts,  and cake decorating for the Exeter club where she was
an original member.   Following in her mother’s footsteps, and fellow
Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame honoree Barbara Stewart, she served as 
the club leader for several years. Suzan believes heavily in the 4-H
Mission and its ability to help children learn necessary skills for
adulthood  while getting them involved in their respective
communities.

Suzan Harris began her career in 4-H as a junior leader in 1980. She went on to serve as project leader for dairy cattle, 
dairy goats, visual arts, and cake decorating for the Exeter club where she was an original member. Following in her 
mother, and fellow Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame honoree Barbara Stewart’s  footsteps, she served as the club leader for 
several years. Suzan believes heavily in the 4-H mission and its ability to help children learn necessary skills for adulthood 
while getting them involved in their respective communities.

Karla Deaver

4-H Youth Development 
Specialist 

Extension Professional

4-H Members Share Projects at Purdy Festival Exhibit Day

4-H members shared the results of their project work during Exhibit Day, held at the Purdy Festival in July.
More than 65 exhibits were on display at the event, judged by former Extension Council Chair Marcia Moreland
and volunteer  Susan Goodwin. This represented an increase from 2021 of nearly 4o%! Several exhibits received
outstanding exhibit recognition indicated by special rosettes. Blue ribbon exhibits qualified for Ozark Empire Fair,

and each member qualified to send two exhibits each to the Missouri State Fair. During judging at Ozark Empire Fair,
exhibits receiving Grand or Reserve Champion designation were Lily Bluel, for her nature scrapbook (Reserve);

Emily Gray for her collage art pig (Reserve); and Rylee Yerge for her parts of a dairy cow poster (Reserve). 
Five clubs had members who brought exhibits: Exeter Trailblazers, Horner Ridge Runners, Roaring River, 

Screeching Eagles and Shell Knob Show- Me Piggets

Mixed Media Cow Painting               Ryleigh Yerge’sParts of the Dairy Cow Poster Lily Bluel’snature scrapbook



Economic Opportunity

4-H Members Test Their Skills at Barry County Achievement Day

4-H members of four Barry County clubs tested their knowledge and skills during the annual achievement day, held 

in May. Members of the Exeter Trailblazers, Horner Ridge Runners, Screeching Eagles and Shell Knob Show -Me 

Piggets competed in ten areas of project judging and seven speaking areas. 

The 4-H members were the judges during the project judging activity. They tested their knowledge in the project 

areas of Arts and Crafts Beef, Cake Decorating, Foods, Gardening, Horse, Photography, Poultry, Sewing and Swine. 

Special classes were offered for Clover Kids. Members shared their speaking and demonstration skills in 4-H Creed, 

Technology-Assisted and Extemporaneous Public Speaking, Demonstration, Fashion Revue and Personal Appearance. 

Clover Kids also shared their skills through demonstration and reciting the 4-H Pledge. Judging the event were 
Extension Council Chair Becky Wogoman and former Extension Council member Marcia Moreland. 

4-H Recognition Day Highlights Super 4-H’ers

Barry County 4-H recognized active members during the annual Recognition Day, held in November. After a wonderful 

meal provided by the 4-H Council to those in attendance, awards were distributed. In addition to recognition of years 
completed, those who completed report forms were recognized for their project achievements. Barry County 4-H also 

awarded the most active members with “Super 4’H’er status. These members earned a special county 4-H t-shirt. 

Super 4-H Members                       Members who completed recognition forms

Club leaders who were in attendance                        Clover Kids in attendance
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Horner Ridgerunners
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Shell Knob 4-H Show Me Piggets

Enrollment drive at Shakin' in the Shell, September 2022.
We hosted a photo booth, a carnival game, and sold a few plants that a member of the 
community donated to us.

Exeter Trailblazers 

At a club meeting we had a contest to establish 
who could build the strongest and tallest 
structure with marshmallows and spaghetti. 



Economic Opportunity

MU Extension’s Engaged Neighbor program offers 

programs and events open to participation from any 
county. Programs like our Neighboring 101 class 

online, Neighborhood Labs, the Lawn Art With 

Neighbors celebration and Missouri Good Neighbor 
Week (Sept. 28 to Oct. 4). At the end good neighbor 

week, we had documented 12,584 acts of 
neighboring statewide submitted by individuals in 

63 different counties. Statewide we recognized 17 

state award winners for neighborly actions or as the 
“most engaged neighbor” in the state based on 

nominations received.

David Burton

County Engagement Specialist

417-881-8909

burtond@missouri.edu

2022 – Community Development

✓ 623 individuals enrolled in Neighboring 101

✓ Did 11 spots on KOLR-TV10, 4 local radio 
shows, 6 national stories and 8 podcast 

interviews all related to the neighboring project

✓ 11,824 subscribers to the monthly Becoming an 
Engaged Neighbor emailed newsletter.

✓ 1,536 followers of our Becoming an Engaged 
Neighbor Facebook page.

• 23 individuals completed our online 21 

Indispensable Traits of a Leader class.

• I ended my weekly Ag In the Ozarks column for 

the Springfield News-Leader after 20 years.

• I began a new monthly neighboring column at 
the request of the Springfield Daily Citizen.

• Ended a year-long neighboring initiative at a 
mega-church in Springfield, Mo.

6,853
Neighboring 101 online class total attendance in 2022 

118
Number of columns written in 2022 for Greene County 

Commonwealth, Springfield News-Leader and 
Springfield Daily Citizen.The number

New in 2023
• Seeking statewide sponsorships and media 

support for Missouri Good Neighbor Week.

• Enlist more county extension councils as 

partners in good neighbor week.

• Begin a funded neighboring project with the 

City of Republic.

• Complete guide sheets and a book on topics 
related to neighboring.

188
Individual coaching sessions on neighboring in 2022.

.

Other Notables 

12,854
Reported acts of neighboring from across the state as 

part of Missouri Good Neighbor Week.

mailto:burtond@missouri.edu
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UM System Footprint – Barry County
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