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Local residents chosen as State Fair 
Farm Family for Audrain County

Mexico, Mo. - Aaron and Mandy Cope and family of 
Martinsburg were among the families honored during the 61st 
annual Farm Family Day, Aug. 12 at the Missouri State Fair.
The Cope family was selected as the Audrain County Farm 
Family by University of Missouri Extension in Audrain 
County and the local Farm Bureau. The family includes 
Tayler, Pacey, Brant, and Coltin.
Each year, the fair sets aside a day to recognize farm families 
from across the state that are active in their communities, in-
volved in agriculture, and/or participate in local outreach and 
extension programs such as 4-H or FFA.
The Cope family is very active in 4-H, FFA, with St. Joseph 
School, and in the Martinsburg community. The family oper-
ates a small show hog farming operation where they raise, 
sell, and show swine year round. They spend a lot of nights 
and weekends in the barns throughout the Midwest, but can-
not think of a better place to raise their children than in Aud-
rain County.
The annual event is sponsored by five partner agencies: the 
Missouri Farm Bureau, the Missouri Department of Agricul-
ture, the Missouri State Fair Commissioners, the MU College 
of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, and MU Exten-
sion and Engagement.
This year, all 114 Missouri counties plus the City of St. Louis 
participated, honoring nearly 500 people from the 115 farm 
families.
The event showcases the impact Missouri Farm Families have 
on the economy and heritage of the state, said Missouri State 
Fair Director Mark Wolfe. “These families are involved in 
agriculture activities in their communities and are active par-
ticipants in local outreach and extension. As the premier show-
case for Missouri agriculture, the Missouri State Fair is most 
certainly the appropriate place to celebrate these families.”

(Left to Right): Kevin Roberts, Chairman, Missouri State Fair Commissioners, Rob Kallenbach, 
Assoc. Dean, Agriculture and Environmental Extension & Director, Commercial Ag, Todd Hays, Vice 
President, Missouri Farm Bureau, Blake Naughton, Associate Vice Chancellor for MU Extension & 
Engagement, Mark Wolfe, Director, Missouri State Fair, Chris Klenklen, Deputy Director, Missouri 
Department of Agriculture, Aaron Cope, Mandy Cope, (Seated) Chloe Momphard, Missouri State 

Fair Queen 2019, Front row: Brant, Pacey, Coltin, Tayler.



University of Missouri Exten-
sion in Audrain County has of-
fered many programs, activities 
and services to the citizens of 
Audrain County this past year. 
The programs offered provid-
ed educational programing in 
the areas of Agriculture, 4-H 
and Youth, Nutrition, Personal 
Finance and variety of other 
educational opportunities.  Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension 
is the University of Missouri’s 
classroom in communities 
across the state. It was created 
by federal land-grant and state 
statutes.  University of Mis-
souri Extension connects the 
citizens of Audrain County to 
research-based education that 
improves the county’s economy 
and quality of life.   University 
of Missouri Extension prides 
itself in being relevant, reliable 
and responsive to the citizens of 

Audrain County.  We would like 
to thank all our stakeholders for 
their support in 2019.  We would 
especially like to thank the Au-
drain County Commission for 
its steadfast support of the Au-
drain County Extension office.  
Without the financial support 
that is provided by the Audrain 
County Commission, the lo-
cal office would not be able to 
provide educational program-
ming to the citizens of Audrain 
County. With this local financial 
support, the Audrain County 
Extension Council provides in-
put and recommendations for 
what is best for the community 
in the area of educational pro-
gramming and the expenditure 
of Extension funds. This vital 
partnership results in a buy-in 
from the community, adoption 
of policies, implementation of 
plans, and increased economic 

activity. As a result, the citizens 
of Audrain County benefit from 
this wise use of public and pri-
vate resources.

Extension is frequently referred 
to as Cooperative Extension.  
The term Cooperative Exten-
sion comes from the fact that 
Extension is made of up of three 
components – federal, state and 
local.  The educational resourc-
es used in Extension teaching 
comes from all three areas fed-
eral, state and local (county) 
and the funding to support Ex-
tension educational efforts also 
come from all three – federal, 
state and local.  Investing in 
University of Missouri Exten-
sion programs benefits not only 
the direct participants, but local 
communities and society as a 
whole. County, state and federal 
dollars invested in MU Exten-
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Family Nutrition Program

Soils and Crops Conference

University of Missouri Exten-
sion’s Family Nutrition Pro-
gram (FNP) reached 1,253 
participants directly and 35,248 
indirectly with nutrition educa-
tion in Audrain County during 
2019 a significant percentage of 
which were low income.  FNP 
provides information on nutri-
tion, food safety, and physical 
activity for lifelong health and 
fitness by working with qualify-
ing schools, community groups 
and agencies. 

2,357 Collective
 Workshop Hours

Youth from Pre-school to 8th 

The 94th annual Audrain Soils 
& Crops Conference was held 
January 28, 2019. A variety of 
sessions were taught including: 
Amendment 2, planter technol-
ogy, USDA update, subsurface 
irrigation, weather challenges 
and the upcoming year, emerg-
ing insects, alternative sources 
of nitrogen, micronutrients, the 
new farm bill, proposed Mis-
souri Wheat Growers associa-
tion, and succulent plants. The 
conference was designed to be-
gin with a general session, then 
three rounds of concurrent ses-
sions. Each round of concurrent 
session had five choices. Some 

grade learned through kid-
friendly, hands-on lessons and 
activities. Activities include 
opportunities for taste-testing 
healthy foods and practicing 
skills that lead to good health. 
Education for adults also in-
cludes nutrition, food safety, 
and physical activity, as well as 
food resource management. 
Nutrition Program Associates 
(NPA’s) go into schools and oth-
er grant eligible locations and 
interact with community mem-
bers to help them make healthier 
choices and build healthy habits. 
They see the difference the pro-
gram makes in people’s lives.  

of the concurrent sessions were 
repeated so participants had 
the opportunity to attend the 
sessions of their choice. Spon-
sors for the program included 
Audrain Extension Council, 
Mexico Young Farmers and 
Audrain County Farm Bureau.
Instructors included state and 
regional MU extension special-
ists, USDA personnel, Perry 
Labs, Audrain Master Garden-
ers, Missouri Department of 
Agriculture and Missouri De-
partment of Health and Senior 
Services. Sixty people from 
seven counties attended the 
program.

The Family Nutrition Program 
(FNP) brought $9,595,006.00 
federal funds to the state of 
Missouri.  These funds were 
used to provide nutrition educa-
tion to 897,375 Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
recipients and eligible citi-
zens of Missouri.  There were 
3,283,220 educational contacts.  
This year we had 2,578,418 
indirect educational contacts. 
Indirect contacts are reached 
through newsletters, health 
fairs, food pantries and the 
Show Me Nutrition help line.  
36,501 of these participants re-
side in Audrain County.  
Participants in FNP become 
more aware of nutrition, make 
healthier meal and snack choic-
es, eat breakfast more often, are 
more willing to try new foods, 
increase their physical activity 
and in general make healthier 
food choices.  Those who prac-
tice healthy eating and activity 
behaviors are more likely to en-
joy a high quality of life as an 
adult and into old age. A healthy 
labor force is critical to attract-
ing and keeping jobs in Mis-
souri.  In addition, this impor-
tant programming effort serves 
to reduce healthcare costs over 
the participant’s lifetime, sav-
ing taxpayers money in reduced 

public healthcare benefits and 
insurance premiums.  

As part of our teaching, we usu-
ally have one student that just 
does not want to try our tasting 
for the lesson.  During a particu-
lar lesson, the other students in 
this class encouraged our one 
non-veggie eater into trying just 
a bite of our tasting and guess 
what? He liked it!  I love watch-
ing students encourage students 
in a positive way.

During a lesson with our older 
youth, I was talking about the 
amount of sugar in soda. One of 
the students told me there really 
was not much sugar in soda or 
in snack type foods. It was just 
the nutrition people like doctors 
and nurses trying to scare us.  It 
was a perfect opportunity for 
me as they were drinking a soda 
and eating an iced snack cake.  
We figured out the amount of 
sugar in their mid-morning 
snack and they were shocked!   
The soda and snack cake had 25 
teaspoons to be exact. Needless 
to say, they decided it may be 
time to start reading the nutri-
tion fact labels to see just how 
many calories and sugar is in 
the food they eat. As far as the 
soda, they now limit that to just 
one a day.
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sion enables local communi-
ties’ access to public services 
they would not have otherwise. 
MU Extension programs, using 
unbiased research-based infor-
mation, focus on preventing 
problems, which is much less 
expensive to the citizens of Au-
drain County than trying to fix 
problems after they are created.
    
Extension on the national level 
is the educational branch with 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture which cooperates with 
land grant universities across 
the nation to develop educa-
tional programs needed within 
the states.  In Missouri, Exten-
sion continues strong ties with 
all four campuses and Lincoln 
University.  The county of-
fices continue to be the local 
link between the four Univer-
sity of Missouri campuses and 

Lincoln University and the 
people throughout the state.  
University of Missouri Exten-
sion’s land grant mission is to 
“improve lives, communities 
and economies by producing 
relevant, reliable and respon-
sive educational strategies that 
enhance access to the resources 
and research of the University 
of Missouri”.  Extension is part 
of an educational system that is 
committed to enhancing human 
potential in changing social and 
economic environment, to im-
prove people’s lives.  County 
extension councils consist of 
elected and appointed citizens 
that plan and oversee local ex-
tension activities.  The 2019 

Council Members are listed on 
the back page. It is through their 
dedication and devotion to Aud-
rain County that helps Audrain 
County maintain a high quality 
of life for our residents.  
The Audrain office staff works 
very hard to provide and sup-
port programs for the residents 
of Audrain County.  With dedi-
cated staff, council members 
and many volunteers, valuable 
programs are available to all to 
Audrain County residents. The 
Audrain University of Missouri 
Extension Center is located 
in the Audrain County Court-
house, Room 304.  The office is 
open Mon.-Fri., from 8:00 a.m. 
to noon and 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

MU Extension State Field Crop Entomologist Kevin 
Rice talks about insect-pests management in field crops 

at Soils and Crops Conference. 

Jim Meyer, Nutrition and Health Specialist and Jolene 
team up for a community health fair. 



 st AUDRAIN COUNTY  •  UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION  • 2019 ANNUAL REPORT  •  WWW.EXTENSION.MISSOURI.EDU/AUDRAIN  •  PAGE 3

Private pesticide applicator 
training educates the local 
farmers and pesticide appli-
cators for safe handling and 
application of restricted use 
pesticides. The training par-
ticipants learned about pests, 
pesticides, pesticide laws 
regulations, pest scouting, 
integrated pest management, 
effect of pesticide to the envi-
ronment, types of pesticides, 
pesticide label, safe storage 
and disposal of pesticides. 
Participants also learned about 

safety and personal protective 
equipment, pesticide applica-
tion equipment-calibration & 
calculations, types of sprayer 
nozzle, and safe handling pro-
cedure in emergencies dur-
ing pesticide handling. This 
training educated a total of 
35 participants from Audrain 
county. In addition to applica-
tors’ safety, the training helps 
to protect and enhance natural 
resources and water quality in 
Audrain County and the state 
of Missouri through education. 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

Dhruba Dhakal, Agromony Spe-
cialist, prepares weekly radio 
talks on county and regional ag 
programs; crop issues such as dis-
ease, insect, weed, and nutrient; 
weather related crop issues such 
as drought and flood, their effect 
and management; research based 

updated technology on crop and 
soil management. Talks are aired 
on KRES radio, Moberly-104.7. 
A total of 57 radio talks were 
aired in 2019 included the ag 
programs, crop issues and man-
agement in Audrain county along 
with other neighboring counties. 

Weekly Radio Program Provides 
Audrain County Crop Producers 

Invaluable Information

AGRONOMY AND 
HORTICULTURE

Education, Farm Visits, Soil and 
Plant Testing Services for Farm 

and Garden Success

Audrain County residents par-
ticipated in a University of 
Missouri extension agronomy 
or horticulture programs in 
2019. Participants include 
field and forage crop produc-
ers, vegetable and fruit growers 
who attended private pesticide 
applicator trainings, soil and 
crop conference, hemp produc-
tion workshop, farm tours, and 
talks during monthly master 
gardener meetings. Local resi-
dents also received services of 
crop and soil issue diagnosis in 
the farm and garden for crop 
diseases, insects, weeds and 
soil nutrients. Local residents 
also received soil, plant tis-
sue and water testing services, 
advice on soil sampling pro-
cedure, recommendation on 
nutrient and lime application 
based on soil test reports and 
other advice on soil and crop 
management. Specialists also 
talked on different topics such 
as vegetable diseases and their 
management, soil sampling, 
different forms and soil sample 
submission and how to inter-
pret the soil test report on Aud-
rain monthly Master Gardener 
meetings. Audrain County 
Master Gardeners volunteered 
over 950 hours, with many 
of those hours volunteered at 
the Mexico help center and 
Mexico farmers market. Au-
drain Master Gardeners play 
a key role supporting Mexico 
community gardens, a collab-
orative effort between several 
groups and individuals to sup-
port community gardens and 
healthy food choices in Mex-
ico. Evaluations showed that 

people learned basic gardening 
how to prepare food from the 
garden, pest control, how to 
apply fertilizer to crops and 
gardens and safe use of pesti-
cides. From all these agronomy 
and horticulture programs, Au-
drain County residents learned 
about proper soil and nutrient 
managementtechniques to in-
crease fertilizer efficiency and 
protect the environment, safe 
handling and application of 
pesticides, crop pests and soil 
nutrient related issues identi-
fication and good agricultural 
practices (GAP). By utilizing 
research based GAP, field and 
forage crops, vegetable and 
fruit growers in Audrain
County increase net farm in-
come by increasing their crop 
productivity and reducing pro-
duction cost. The increased net 
farm income encourage young 
farmers to be involved in the 
farm. Foods produced thought 
GAP are high-quality, more 
nutritious and healthier. This 
ultimately leads to decreased 
health care cost. Proper amount 
and timely application of fertil-
izers and other farm-chemicals 
helps to minimize its use in the 
field. This helps to minimize 
the environmental degradation 
that creates better soil, water 
and air quality. Adopting good 
agricultural practices learned 
from extension programs, such 
as cover crop and no-till farm-
ing, reduce soil erosion and 
improve soil health. All these 
benefits help to increase local 
economy in Audrain County 
and that contributes to the bet-
ter Missouri state’s economy. 

Participants at Private Pesticide Applicator Training 
provided by MU Extension Specialist Wyatt Miller.

Industrial Hemp 
Production Workshop

An Industrial hemp production 
workshop in Audrain County 
was held on Dec 13th, 2019. 
Industrial hemp was grown as 
a fiber crop in Missouri until 
mid-1900s. The controlled sub-
stance Act, 1970 made it illegal 
to produce any form of the can-
nabis plant. The recent changes 
in federal and state legisla-
tion have increased interest in 
growing hemp for fiber, grain 
and CBD oil. The Missouri De-
partment of Agriculture is ac-
cepting applications for hemp 
crop production and start re-
viewing applications from Jan. 
2, 2020. University of Missouri 
Extension specialist talked on 
agronomic practices and pest 

management of hemp for fiber, 
grain and CBD oil production. 
Speakers also talked on hemp 
crop enterprise budget and 
economics, rules and regula-
tion for hemp production. They 
also talked about update rules 
and regulations from Missouri 
Department of Ag and the ap-
plication process for obtaining 
license to produce hemp, sell-
ing seed, clone and seedlings. 
As hemp is a new crop in 
Missouri for 2020 crop grow-
ing season, participants were 
involved in active questions & 
answers sessions about agro-
nomics, economics, rules and 
regulations related to hemp 
production. 

Missouri Strip Trial Program 
Provides Audrain County Producers 

Invaluable Information

The Missouri Strip Trial Program 
is a grower-focused program 
designed to help Missouri farm-
ers and crop advisors compare 
on- farm management decisions 
and practices in a low-cost, low-
risk setting. Farmers utilize their 
own precision ag equipment to 
conduct on-farm research in their 
own crop fields.
Participating farmers work with 
University of Missouri Extension 
to guide the planning, implemen-
tation and methodology used for 
the trial. This extra guidance and 
assistance helps ensure growers 
receive a reliable, statically valid 
and unbiased evaluation of a par-
ticular practice, method or idea.
When coupled with in-season 
aerial imagery collected with 
drone technology and GPS ref-
erenced yield monitor data, trials 
will allow farmers to evaluate 

two or three agronomic treat-
ments through carefully man-
aged, side-by-side comparisons.
Forty-five total strip trials were 
conducted across the state of 
Missouri in 2019. One of the tri-
als offered was the comparison of 
soybean seed treatment to non-
treated soybean seed. Specifical-
ly to Audrain County, two farms 
participated in this particular 
trial. One of the farms showed a 
2.5 bushel per acre yield increase 
of using seed treatment over non-
treated seed, which in turn could 
result in a $10.00 per acre profit. 
While the other farm showed a 2 
bushel per acre yield advantage 
of not using a seed treatment.
This program is made possible by 
support from the Missouri Corn 
and Soybean Merchandising 
Councils, their checkoff and Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension.

Beef Improvement 
Program

One beef producer in Aud-
rain County is enrolled in 
the Northeast Missouri Beef 
Improvement Program. The 
regional livestock specialist 
assists these producers with 
their performance record pro-
gram by taking weaning and 
yearling weights and frame 
scores on their calves. These 
producers then sell bulls in the 
annual NEMO Performance 
Tested bull sale held in Pal-
myra.

The annual Performance Test-
ed bull sale is a value added 
program, 21 bulls averaged 
$3,467 per head.
Participants of the beef im-
provement program use the 
data when they sell the bulls 
to other producers such as in 
the performance Tested Bull 
sale. Learn importance of 
keeping performance records 
by taking weaning and year-
ling weights and heights on 
the farm.

Show-Me 
Quality Assurance

This certification is for youth 
and includes a one-hour 
workshop. Participants must 
do this three times during 
their showing career. They 
must attend twice under the 
age of 13 and once when they 
are 14 and older. This pro-
gram meets the requirements 
for certification required to 
exhibit meat producing ani-
mals and allows livestock and 

poultry project members to 
meet this requirement to com-
plete their project.

SMQA increases the knowl-
edge and awareness of Mis-
souri youth about food quality 
issues related to animal pro-
duction, as well as increase 
quality of care and knowl-
edge of livestock produced by 
youth in Audrain County.







t
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Beef AI Breeding 
Program

The use of artificial insemina-
tion (AI) breeding in beef cattle 
has increased over the past ten 
years as a result of new technol-
ogy in this area including fixed 
time AI demonstration done in 
the region.
As a result the NEMO BCIA 
owns three AI breeding boxes 
which are available for use in 
the area. These boxes help im-
prove the conception rate when 
using AI.

In, 2019, area producers used 
the boxes for a total of 27 days 
with approximately 1,500 cows 
and heifers being AI bred in the 
boxes. The AI conception rate is 
increased by 5-15 percent due to 
the lower stress levels on heifers/
cows as a result of the design of 
the breeding boxes, and increas-
es the productivity of a produc-
er’s herd affecting his profitabil-
ity creating a positive impact on 
the economy of Audrain County.

Education for Agriculture Lenders

University of Missouri Ex-
tension held thirteen Ag 
Lender Seminars through-
out Missouri to share timely 
information on agricultural 
outlooks and related top-
ics. The MU ag economics 
department has coordinated 
the seminars for more than 
twenty years and continues 

to provide relevant informa-
tion to area agricultural lend-
ers. The seminars are taught 
by state and regional exten-
sion ag economists and ag 
business specialists.
Mexico was one of three 
seminars in the Northeast 
part of Missouri with the 
other sites being Hannibal 

and Kirksville. Seventy-five 
lenders attended, from twen-
ty-two Missouri counties.  
Topics for the seminars were 
Crop & Livestock Outlook, 
Macro-economics, Crop In-
surance in 2020, Agricultur-
al Labor Issues, Resources 
for Handling Family and 
Financial Stress, Industrial 
Hemp in Missouri, Tax Law 
Changes, and Land Values & 
Rents.  Lenders received the 
2020 Missouri Farm Finan-
cial Outlook book, which in-
cluded budgets for all major 
crop and livestock enterpris-
es in the state. 

The lenders in attendance 
manage 2,545 loans totaling 
$254,837,500. By attending 
University of Missouri’s Ag-
ricultural Lenders’ seminars, 
lenders are able to help their 

Audrain County Master Gardeners 2019
Audrain County Master Gar-
deners had a very busy and 
productive year helping the 
community. 
Seed Distribution:
Master Gardeners worked 
with Audrain County residents 
to encourage growing food at 
home, by distributing vegeta-
ble seeds. Master Gardeners 
chose seeds with a high prob-
ability to successfully produce 
a crop based on many factors 
including being rated for the 
appropriate growing zone for 
Audrain County. Master Gar-
deners purchased bulk seed 
from an area supplier and 
then repackaged the seeds into 
small packets for individual 
gardeners. Additional seeds 
were graciously donated by a 
local retail business. 
Residents at food distributions 
and gardening projects had the 
opportunity to select seeds. 
Seeds were distributed from 

two sites in 2019; 194 families 
selected seeds at one location 
and 40 families at the second 
location.
 
Additional seed distribution 
was to youth to learn about 
nutrition and growing food.  
The MU Family Nutrition 
Education Program (FNEP) 
staff taught nutrition lessons 
to pre-school children. Part of 
the hands-on lessons included 
pre-school children planting 
seeds, watching plants grown 
and finally harvesting the veg-
etables.
 
Another method of seed dis-
tribution was to area resi-
dents who grow produce at 
the Mexico Community Gar-
dens. Varieties appropriate for 
growing in the Help Center 
Hoop House were also planted 
this year.
Answering questions:
Master Gardeners work with 

MU Extension answering 
many resident questions. Mas-
ter Gardeners volunteer their 
time and share their knowl-
edge to help answer horticul-
ture questions. Some of the 
questions require research and 
working with the horticulture 
specialists. Master Gardeners 
are an important and valuable 
resource to the county.
 
Vegetable contest:
All Audrain County residents 
were eligible to share their 
gardening skills by entering 
exceptionally large vegetable 
in the “Big Veggie” Contest, 
which was a part of the Aud-
rain County Youth Fair.  Con-
testants must grow the vege-
tables. The Master Gardeners 
serve as superintendents of 
the exhibit. Plans are under-
way for another “Big Veggie” 
contest at the 2020 Audrain 
4-H Youth Fair.  The contest 
is open to all ages – youth and 

adult.
Collectively Audrain County 
Master Gardeners provided 
over 500 volunteer service 
hours.  Education remains 
central to the program. Mem-
bers logged 131 hours of edu-
cation with 27 of those being 
Advanced training by mem-
bers. Over 400 Audrain resi-
dents benefited from Master 
Gardener activities this past 
year. 
The Independent Sector or-
ganization quotes a national 
average value of $25.43 per 
volunteer service hour.  The 
value adjusted for Missouri 
specifically is $23.96 per vol-
unteer hour. Audrain County 
Master Gardeners contributed 
over $12,123 in horticultural 
services to Mexico and the 
surrounding county in 2019. 
Many horticultural programs 
and activities will continue in 
2020.

clients make better decisions 
based on risk management 
tools, budgets, and other re-
sources provided.  This ben-
efits their portfolio of pro-
ducers and landowners by an 
increased understanding of 
enterprise budgets and cash 
flow affecting families and 
businesses’ financial health. 
This is especially important 
with the downturn in the ag-
ricultural economy as both 
crop and livestock producers 
expect lower incomes, con-
tinued high input costs, chal-
lenging marketing decisions, 
and adapt to a new farm bill.

Participants by number 
from the local area in-
cluded Audrain-9; Boone-
11;Callaway-4; Monroe-7; 
Pike-3; Ralls-1; and Ran-
dolph-2. 
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Summer Vegetable Tour
The Audrain Extension 
Council partnered with the 
Missouri Vegetable Grow-
ers Association to host the 
State Vegetable Tour in 
June. The tour included 
three stops: Clark Produce 
Auction, S&M Produce and 
Maxwell Gardens. The tour 
included a variety of pro-
duction and marketing tech-
niques so participants could 
learn and gain ideas to be 
used in their own gardens 
producing vegetables.

Clark Produce Auction is a 
wholesale auction located in 
the northwest part of Aud-
rain County in the heart of 
an Amish community. The 
auction manager discussed 
how the auction works, pro-
duce sold, quality standards 
and answered participant 
questions.

Sonny and Mary Orth, own-

ers of S & M Produce and 
both master gardeners be-
gan growing vegetables 
several years ago. They 
raise a variety of vegetables 
and market much of their 
produce through farmers 
markets. The Orth’s shared 
some of the lessons they 
have learned and let partici-
pants walk through the veg-
etable production.

Tom Maxwell of Maxwell 
gardens, also, a master gar-

dener shared some tips of 
growing plants both indoors 
and in the greenhouse. He 
also shared the unique jour-
ney of how the tomato va-
riety Mrs. Maxwell’s Big 
Italian tomato variety was 
developed and named for 
Tom’s late mother Sally 
Maxwell.

Forty-six people, from four-
teen counties participated in 
the tour. 

Sonny Orth of S&M Produce shares vegetable information with tour participants 
and explains how they grow on their farm.

Green beans were just one of the many vegetables sold 
in wholesale quantity at the Clark Produce Auction.

December 5, 2019

Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension,
I had the good fortune to catch up with some of you this past fall as I traveled the state to 
share the University of Missouri’s Extension and Engagement vision and plan for the coming 
years. What a pleasure it is to serve this state we call home.
As you know, we’ve listened closely to Missourians’ needs, restructuring our faculty and 
program delivery to better serve people and communities. With this reset nearly complete, 
we’re better positioned to work together to strengthen our state’s economy, increase Missou-
rians’ access to meaningful education and workforce development options, and improve our 
citizens’ health and well-being.
MU Chancellor Alex Cartwright often calls us the University for Missouri. In very real terms 
this means that MU Extension is leading efforts to connect the university’s powerful re-
search, knowledge and science-based information with our state’s diverse needs and local 
efforts to address them.
Whether you’re a farmer researching the latest profitable grazing practices, a 4-H leader de-
veloping after-school robotics programs with local schools, or a community leader helping 
people formerly addicted to opioids return to productive work, you deserve the very best MU 
Extension and university engagement efforts have to give. As a comprehensive university, 
we can be uniquely responsive. We have schools of medicine, nursing and health profes-
sions, for instance, to support health care in rural communities, a law school clinic that helps 
veterans qualify for the benefits they deserve. MU education students become the teachers 
who enrich children’s lives in nearly every school district in the state. We are here for you 
and with you.
Together, we can make lasting impacts. That’s why in this new year we are focused on 
growing and leveraging local partnerships, expertise and resources. With 110 of 115 county 
engagement specialist positions filled — and renewed focus on responsive program develop-
ment — we are ready to go.
As the first public university west of the Mississippi River, our land-grant roots run deep 
through Missouri’s heritage and history. They help chart our future, too: What can we do to 
make our state better? How can we think and do different?
I know you will be proud to see your own communities’ successes in the pages of this year’s 
county annual report. On behalf of all of us at MU Extension, I look forward to your thoughts 
on how we can best lead, serve and grow through the year ahead.
     Sincerely, Marshall Stewart

MU Extension Tax Schools
University of Missouri Ex-
tension ag economics de-
partment and regional ag 
business specialists worked 
together to coordinate two 
summer and six fall tax 
schools.  The schools were 
designed for those who 
prepare taxes including en-
rolled agents, tax preparers, 
CPA’s, individuals and at-
torneys.  

The training included up-
dates on the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act legislation, rul-
ings and cases, individual 
taxpayer issues, agricultural 
and natural resources topics, 
IRS rules and regulations, 
business issues, retirement 
issues, cybersecurity, lim-
ited liability companies, 
trusts and estates, religious 
organization tax issues, and 

ethics. The schools were 
approved for 8 hours of 
continuing education credit 
by the IRS, Missouri Bar 
and for CFP continuing 
education.  Total continuing 
education hours reported 
to IRS for the schools was 
2,955 hours.

The teaching teams includ-
ed a CPA and former IRS 
employee, an IRS certified 
retired ag economics pro-
fessor, an attorney and a 
regional extension ag busi-
ness specialist.  

The trainings received posi-
tive evaluations and plan-
ning is underway to offer 
additional trainings in 2020.  
Local county residents ben-
efit when local tax preparers 

have the opportunity to gain 
knowledge, which benefits 
their clients and commu-
nities. The schools are a 
program of the ag business 
and policy program of MU 
Extension, coordinated by 
Mary Sobba and a team of 
ag business specialists help 
throughout the state.

The 2019 school atten-
dance totaled four hundred 
twenty-eight people.  The 
schools were held in Cape 
Girardeau, Columbia, St. 
Joseph and Springfield. The 
participants were from all 
over Missouri.  Participants 
by number from the local 
area included Audrain-13; 
Boone-25;Cal laway-2; 
Monroe-1; Montgomery-4; 
Pike-5 and Randolph-8. 
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2019 Audrain Council Extension Members
Appointed members

Tracy Graham – County Commission
Laura Pitts – City of Mexico

Bobby Stone - MFA

Elected Members
District 1 – NW Area: Abby Sudbrock and Brian Vance

District 2 – SW Area: Ryan Hollenberg and Darla Eggers
District 3 – NE Area: Shera Dameron and Samantha Jensen

District 4 – SE Area: Darla Haines and Aaron Cope
District 5 – City of Mexico: Amy LeCount, Karen Potter, Jules Willot and Jason Young

Officers
Bobby Stone, Chairman

Ryan Hollenberg, Vice Chairman
Darla Haines, Secretary

Samantha Jensen, Treasurer

University of Missouri Extension Staff
Headquartered in Audrain County

Stephanie Femrite, 4-H Youth Development Specialist, County Engagement Specialist
Mary Sobba, Agriculture Business Specialist

Dhruba Dhakal, Agronomy Specialist
Jolene Rogers, Nutrition Program Associate
Daniel Nunnelly, Youth Education Assistant

Beth Kable, Administrative Assistant

Staff Headquartered out of County
Mike Krauch, Regional Director

Charles Holland, Business Development Specialist
Daniel Mallory, Livestock Specialist

Jim Meyer, Nutrition & Health Education Specialist
Kent Shannon, Natural Resource Engineering Specialist

Did you know that Audrain 
County Extension could accept 
donations? Donations can be
monetary or in the form of 
physical assets such as land or 
equipment. Audrain County 
Extension donations/gifts are 
an excellent estate planning 
option. Audrain County Exten-
sion is a not-for–profit organi-
zation. Money or gifts given to 
Audrain County Extension are 
tax deductable donations. Your 
gifts and donations can be in the 
form of a general donation or it 
can be given for a specific ex-
tension program. Anyone with 
an interest or potential interest 
in donating to Audrain County 
Extension should contact the 
Audrain County Extension of-

fice for specific details. We have 
professionals ready to assist you 
with your donation plans. The 
wording of a donation plan is 
critical to ensure your donation 
stays in Audrain County and is 
used solely to help the citizens 
of Audrain County. Our office 
is always looking for ways to 
improve the lives of Audrain 
County citizens. We do this by 
providing educational program-
ming in the areas of family fi-
nancial education, agriculture, 
youth development and nutri-
tion. Anyone wishing to donate 
or discuss how to donate can 
call our office at 573-581-3231 
and ask for Stephanie Femrite 
County Engagement Specialist 
for confidential assistance.

Donations to Audrain County 
Extension Endowment

Our distinct land-grant 
mission is to improve the 

lives, communities and 
economies by producing 

relevant, reliable and 
responsive educational 
strategies that enhance 
access to the resources 

and research of the 
University of Missouri.

University of Missouri 
Extension Mission Statement


