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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Atchison County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 

Atchison County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to  Atchison County Extension with a 

gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts? Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H, Graves-Chapple Research Center, livestock 

programs, or nutrition programs.

Key outcomes and numbers

✓ 2,562 total educational contacts from MU 

Extension to residents of the county, including:

✓ 965 contacts related to productive farming, 

better gardening, and managing natural 

resources

✓ 1,517 contacts related to healthy eating and 

aging, strengthening families, personal finance, 

or youth development

✓ 80 contacts related to starting businesses, 

developing community leaders, or renewing the 

local economy

✓ In FY21, MU Health Care’s Missouri Telehealth 

Network Show-Me ECHO Program participated 

in 24,400 hours of case-based discussions with 

3,017 community providers located in 

underserved areas in the City of St Louis and 

111 of the 114 Missouri counties.

✓ The Missouri Telehealth Network recorded 1 

visit to patients having a zip code associated 

with Atchison County.

MU investment in county

(amounts based on state averages)
Salary & benefits for 3 specialists $242,307

Salary & benefits for YPA                      $14,976

Office (internet, computers, travel) $11,842

Income

County Appropriations $45,500

Expenses

Salaries & Benefits $32,769

Rent & Utilities                                    $5,182

Supplies                                              $2,077

Travel & Meals                                   $2,064

Xerox                                                   $1,500

Insurance                                           $1,132

Postage, Repairs, Program Expenses,           

Other Expenses                                     $776

Total Expenses                                   $45,500



Economic Opportunity

Northwest Roundtable event presents economic engagement opportunity

MU Extension County Engagement Specialists 

Randa Doty and Jackie Spainhower attended the 

Small Business Forum/Economic Development 

Forum at Tarkio Tech.  It was hosted by the 

Northwest Roundtable event, which is a group of 

economic development professionals in rural 

northwest Missouri.  At this event, the group was 

able to tour and learn about Tarkio Tech and the 

goals they have set.  Doty and Spainhower toured 

the facilities and engaged with the board and staff.  

The emphasis of the meeting was rising to meet 

the employment needs of the region.  As a result of 

attending the meeting, connections with economic 

development professionals were made along with 

potential partnerships with Tarkio Tech to offer 

community education classes. 

Beef cattle conference addresses economic impact of management decisions

“Making dollars out of decisions” was the theme of 

the 36th annual Three-State Beef Conference, held 

January 12, 13 and 14, 2021. Because of the 

continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the committee 

moved the conference to a virtual format. 

Speakers from University of Missouri Extension, 

Kansas State University Research and Extension, 

and private industry in Missouri, gave presentations 

on an outlook for the cattle industry including 

pricing changes, profit drivers, and other 

possibilities in 2021; making selection successful 

through alignment of trait emphasis with market 

endpoints; and the value of connected data. 

Attendees were from all across the U.S., with the 

majority from the three states represented on the 

planning committee. A total of 180 people 

registered for the conference. Producers from 

Atchison County participated in the program. 

Because of the virtual format, the program was 

easily recorded and posted on one of the host 

institution’s YouTube channels. As of mid-

December, there were 355 and 323 views, 

respectively, of two of the videos. One presentation 

could not be recorded due to company policy.

On the post-program evaluation, 84% of attendees 

indicated that they were extremely likely to attend 

another virtual event like this in the future.

Amie Schleicher, field specialist in livestock 

headquartered in Atchison County, serves as 

conference committee chairperson. The 

conference is a cooperative effort of University of 

Missouri Extension, Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach, and University of 

Nebraska Extension.

Dr. Scott Brown, MU ag economist, shared a 

market outlook for beef cattle producers during 

the 2021 Three-State Beef Conference. Amie 

Schleicher serves as conference committee 

chair.



Economic Opportunity

2021 Agriculture, Food & Forestry SBDC Center 

In the summer of 2020, a joint partnership between 

MU Extension and the Small Business Development 

Centers (SBDC) created the Missouri SBDC for 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry. This partnership 

offers no-cost, one-on-one personalized assistance 

for business owners, entrepreneurs and farmers in 

Missouri. The center has a range of skills and 

specialties and serves all agricultural businesses 

with a particular focus on commercial horticulture, 

food and forestry, livestock and value-added meats.  

Extension faculty who provide business counseling 

are located across the state to best serve the clients. 

They can assist with technical advice, financial 

management, business planning, business model 

pivots, value added propositions and many other 

services. 

In 2021, 830 counseling sessions were held with 

198 clients statewide, reaching 86 counties. These 

current or prospective business owners received 

one-on-one guidance and support as they pursued 

COVID-19 business relief or other financial 

applications, developed or updated their business 

plans, evaluated their property’s agricultural 

potential, and made decisions to sustain, grow or 

transition their business. 

There was one Ag SBDC client in Atchison County 

in 2021.

Sheep & Goat Production

Through a partnership between MU Extension and Lincoln 

University Extension, spring and fall sheep and goat production 

courses were held online in 2021 with 489 attendees from 60 

counties including Atchison County. Attendees learned about a wide 

selection of topics that include: animal selection, financial 

implications of multiple births, nutrition and reproductive 

management, pasture management, record keeping and use during 

culling, and winter nutrition.  



Health & Well-being

Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Conditions 

The Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Conditions class is 

designed for people who want to take control of the daily 

management of a chronic health condition, and their 

caregivers. 

In this class participants learn strategies for action 

planning, decision making, problem solving and 

communicating. Participants also learn about healthy 

eating, physical activity, managing pain, dealing with 

difficult emotions and more. 

Debbie Bennett, county engagement specialist in nutrition 

and health education, co-taught this course at Tarkio 

Technology Institute with Gina Lucas, nutrition and health 

education specialist covering Andrew and Buchanan 

counties. There were six, 2.5-hour sessions. There were 

six participants in the course. All six participants attended 

at least four of the six sessions. 

Positive feedback from the post-course surveys included: 

“I am a better, healthier, more flexible person than I was 

before the class and I have the skills now to continue 

steps toward a brighter healthier life.” “The information 

presented in the class will be very helpful for me in the 

future as I work to accept and address my chronic 

conditions.” 

Five out of five participants who completed the end-of-

course survey said they strongly agreed or agreed that 

participation in the course made them more confident in 

their ability to take care of their chronic condition. 

Participation in this program has been proven to reduce 

symptoms, give participants the confidence to manage 

their conditions, improve their quality of life and reduce 

health care costs.

Debbie Bennett

County Engagement Specialist in

Nutrition and Health Education

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention 

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention (TCAFP) is 

a nationally recognized program supported by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). TCAFP helps participants improve their 

physical and mental health. 

This program improves balance, flexibility, pain, 

stiffness and muscular strength as well as 

confidence, mood and energy. Participants reduce 

their risk of falls and fall-related injuries. TCAFP 

can keep people living independently and actively 

contributing to their communities for longer. 

TCAFP was offered at Tarkio Technology Institute. 

Tai Chi consists of two, one-hour classes per week 

for eight weeks for a total of sixteen sessions. Nine 

people enrolled in the class. Eight of nine 

participants attended 11 or more of 14 sessions.
Tai Chi participants perform the Brush Knee form.

Participants listen as Gina Lucas presents a lesson.



Health & Well-being

A Matter of Balance

A Matter of Balance is an evidence-based program 

that aims to reduce falls and the fear of falling in 

older adults. Participants learn how to conquer their 

fear of falling so they can maintain physical and 

social activities, how to turn negative thoughts into 

positive actions, how to assess their homes for fall 

hazards, how to complete a Personal Action Planner 

and set SMART goals. 

At the third session, participants learn a series of 

exercises that help with strength, balance and 

flexibility in order to prevent falls. 

Participants perform the exercises in each class after 

that. Amber Zumbrunnen, a physical therapist at 

Community Hospital – Fairfax, visited the class to 

show participants how to fall “correctly” and to 

answer questions. 

A Matter of Balance consists of eight, 2-hour classes. 

A Matter of Balance was offered at Tarkio 

Technology Institute. A total of 12 people registered 

for the class. Ten of the 12 participants attended at 

least 6 of the 8 sessions. Debbie Bennett, county 

engagement specialist in nutrition and health 

education, co-taught A Matter of Balance with 

Extension colleague Gina Lucas.

Some of the comments given during the post-course 

evaluation were, “This class has taught me that I’m 

not alone with my fears of falling and has taught me 

how to overcome them and be more assertive.” “I am 

more aware of paying attention to my walking so that 

I won’t fall. I have decided that I need bars on the 

wall at my bathtub that I plan to get.” “I feel like this 

program has gotten me to be more active, doing 

more exercise.” Prevention of a fall is much cheaper 

than treatment. Programs like A Matter of Balance 

can decrease unplanned medical costs, which 

means fewer health care expenses. Improved health 

allows adults to confidently contribute to the local 

community as they age. 

Debbie Bennett

County Engagement Specialist in

Nutrition and Health Education

Gina Lucas leads class participants in the Matter of 

Balance exercises.

Because a portion of their salaries are paid with 

SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 

funding, nutrition and health education specialists 

are required to initiate approved policy, systems and 

environment (PSE) projects in each county they 

serve. PSE projects are intended to make changes 

so that making the healthy choice is the easy choice 

for consumers.

Debbie Bennett, county engagement specialist in

nutrition and health education, became trained as a 

Go NAPSACC (nutrition and physical activity self-

assessment for child care) technical assistance 

consultant. Go NAPSACC is a national program that 

provides online tools for child care providers to 

initiate best practices to improve the health of young 

children. Debbie will meet with Atchison County 

Head Start in January 2022 to begin implementing 

the Go NAPSACC program.

Policy, Systems and Environment (PSE) work



Health & Well-being

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 

$9,646,109 in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds 

support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and 

eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 

direct educational contacts.  This year we had 

1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through 

newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the 

Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of 

making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 

breakfast more often, are more willing to try new 

foods, increase their physical activity, and make 

healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy 

eating and are physically active are more likely to 

contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high 

quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces 

healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare 

benefits and insurance premiums.  

During 2021, 647 youth and adults were served 

through schools, community groups and agencies. 

The following is a list of the locations where 

participants were served in Atchison County:

In addition to the numbers, Nutrition Program 

Associate, Gina Ripley, shared this success story 

demonstrating local impact:

A female participant at one of the Healthy Change 

Workshops at the Atchison County Library in Tarkio 

told me that she had made one of the recipes she 

received the week before. She used various root 

vegetables that she had available to make Hearty 

Roasted Vegetables. We discussed that this was a 

perfect recipe for using up vegetables that are often 

available at the local food pantry. She lives alone 

and with this recipe, she was able to roast a pan of 

vegetables and then eat them for several meals. 

She commented that she hopes to add eggplant the 

next time she makes the recipe. She also took 

several of the tip sheets to share with her 

granddaughter. It is wonderful that the participants 

enjoy what the FNEP program offers enough that 

they are excited to share the healthy eating 

information with others in their families!

647 direct and indirect contacts were made in 

Atchison County. 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education

Schools Agencies

Fairfax 

Elementary

Atchison County 

Health Center

Rock Port 

Elementary

Tarkio 

Elementary

Gina Ripley teaches a nutrition 

lesson.

Gina Ripley

Nutrition Program 

Associate



Health & Well-being

Focus on Kids Parenting Classes

Focus on Kids is a class for couples going through 

changes in custody of their children. This class 

focuses on skills like communication, planning and 

working together. Parents learn how to nurture and 

support their children through this difficult time. 

By taking this class, parents learn to effectively co-

parent and limit the negative effects that conflict can 

have on children. This educational opportunity is 

conducted in cooperation with Missouri’s circuit 

courts and fulfills the law that requires parents who 

are divorcing and creating or modifying a custody 

order to complete an educational parenting program. 

Katie Pemberton, field specialist in human 

development, offered Focus on Kids in Nodaway 

County and 51 individuals attended this class in 

person throughout the year. Another 10 participants 

from Atchison County participated in the online 

version of the class. 

More than 90% of participants reported that they 

intend to decrease the amount they criticize their 

child’s other parent in front of their child after taking 

Focus on Kids.

Mental Health First Aid

Mental Health First Aid teaches you how to 

identify, understand and respond to signs of 

mental health and substance use challenges 

among adults. On average 130 people die by 

suicide every day and nearly 1 in 5 in the U.S. 

lives with a mental illness. 

This class covers common signs and 

symptoms of mental health and substance use 

challenges. It also covers how to interact with 

a person in crisis and how to connect them to 

help. Participants learn how to assess for risk 

of suicide or harm, listen nonjudgmentally, 

give reassurance and information, encourage 

appropriate professional help, and encourage 

self-help and other support strategies. 

Katie Pemberton and Jessica Trussell, f ield 

specialists in human development, offered a 

Mental Health First Aid class at Tarkio 

Technical Institute. 

A total of 6 participants attended, ranging 

from school employees, general public and 

law enforcement. Many participants 

mentioned how important this information is 

and how glad they were to attend. All 

participants would recommend this training to 

others. 

Katie Pemberton

Field Specialist in

Human Development



Educational Access & Excellence

Youth Agriculture Technology Field Day

Three hundred and two high school students and 27 

teachers/chaperones from 8 area schools attended 

the 2021 Student Ag Day hosted by the Graves-

Chapple Research Center on September 15.  With 

the declining COVID-19 numbers, we were pleased 

to be able to hold the event in person again in 2021.  

The goal for the event is to show some of the 

various aspects of agriculture to demonstrate to our 

youth there are many career opportunities in 

agriculture and that agriculture is more than just 

raising crops and livestock.

The event uses learning stations designed to provide 

hands-on learning opportunities for the students on 

some of the cutting-edge technology and practices 

used in today’s agriculture and how it affects their 

everyday lives.

The learning stations were:

• The Greatest Job in the World – Drone Flying 

Agronomist – David Kleinsorge, MU Research 

Specialist in Plant Sciences

• Want to be able to eat in the future?  Then you 

better start protecting your soil - Tim Reinbott, 

Director of MU Field Operations, Director of 

MU Sanborn Field

• Beef Quality Assurance- Shawn Deering, MU 

Extension Field Specialist in Livestock

• Careers and majors related to Agriculture, 

Food and Natural Resources - Kathleen Matz, 

MU CAFNR

• Torq’n Tigers - Andrew Slater, MU Student

• Precision Agriculture – Charlie Ellis, MU 

Extension Field Specialist in Agricultural 

Engineering

• How weed seeds spread– Andy Luke, MU 

Extension Field Specialist in Agronomy

• Beef Products and Carcass Value– Jim 

Humphrey, MU Extension Field Specialist in 

Livestock

• Measuring corn yield - Wayne Flanary, MU 

Extension Field Specialist in Agronomy

• Issues in animal ag: What’s the “beef” with 

hormones? – Amie Schleicher, MU Extension 

Field Specialist in Livestock

• Field tour highlighting some of the research at 

the center – Steve Klute & Russell Herron      

A lunch of hot dogs and hamburgers was provided 

by the research center and local area businesses 

and prepared by the Rock Port Rotary club.   

Volunteers from several local organizations helped 

serve the meal.

All the participants were asked to complete a 

questionnaire after the event to gauge their 

understanding of the topics both before and after the 

event using the following scale: 1 - No knowledge, 2 

- Some knowledge, 3 - Average knowledge, 4 -

Above average knowledge, 5 - Excellent knowledge.  

The average score before the field day was a 2.5 

and after was a 3.7, which is a 48% increase in 

knowledge of the topics after the event.  This 

indicates a good transfer of knowledge occurred 

during the workshop.

Charlie Ellis, MU Extension 

field specialist in agricultural 

engineering, discusses the 

latest developments in 

equipment used to collect 

data that can be compiled to 

help producers make better 

decisions regarding the 

production of their crops.

Tim Reinbott, director of 

MU field operations and the 

director of MU’s Sanborn 

Field, used a runoff table to 

demonstrate how no-till and 

cover crops can reduce the 

amount of sediment 

washed off fields during a 

rain event. 

Jim Crawford

Field Specialist in

Agricultural Engineering



Educational Access & Excellence

ALOT program visit to Atchison County

The current class of the Agricultural Leadership of 

Tomorrow (ALOT) program was hosted by Amie 

Schleicher, field specialist in livestock, July 15 in 

Rock Port. Participants learned about ag in Atchison 

County and the economic impact of wind energy in 

the county, visited with Robbie Piveral (retired from 

Exelon) about wind energy, and viewed a wind 

turbine. That evening, the group had dinner and 

discussion with Congressman Sam Graves (who is 

an ALOT alum) at his home in Tarkio.

ALOT is a premier agricultural leadership program 

made up of selected individuals from across the state 

of Missouri, with a focus on ag issues. Amie is an 

alum of the program and serves on the board of 

directors.

During their visit to Atchison County in July, participants in 

the Agricultural Leadership of Tomorrow (ALOT) program 

learned more about wind energy from Robbie Piveral. 

Amie Schleicher, MU Extension field specialist in livestock, 

hosted the group.

The Agricultural Leadership of Tomorrow (ALOT) 

program was hosted by Amie Schleicher, MU 

Extension field specialist in livestock in Atchison 

County, in July. Their visit included a stop at a wind 

turbine site.

Forage and livestock town halls and other programs and services offered

Amie Schleicher, field specialist in livestock in 

Atchison County, was part of a team of extension 

specialists from across Missouri which began in 

April 2020 and continued to offer a forage and 

livestock virtual town hall meeting for livestock and 

forage producers in 2021. From January to March, 

the program was offered once per month, then 

weekly from April 1 to August 26, then monthly from 

September to December. By the end of 2021, 

approximately 29 hours of educational programs 

had been offered. Atchison County producers 

participated.

Resources and services were also available to and 

utilized by livestock producers in Atchison County, 

including individual consultations, beef cattle ration 

balancing, hay bale probe for forage quality 

analysis, calving record books, and others.

Students develop hypotheses about the level of hormones 

in common foods at a station taught by Amie Schleicher.

Amie Schleicher

Field Specialist in

Livestock



Educational Access & Excellence

4-H SNAC program

In 2021, 4-H implemented the SNAC program 

(Student Nutrition Advisory Council) for each county 

in Missouri. The program is geared toward students 

starting in the 4th grade through high school. 

These youth became part of the 4-H Student 

Nutrition Advisory Council (SNAC) initiative, 

developed with University of Missouri Extension’s 

Family Nutrition Education Program, to create new 

4-H clubs that focus on teaching nutrition along with 

leadership and citizenship skills central to 4-H. 

Modeled after a program designed by University of 

California Cooperative Extension, SNAC clubs 

reach new youth and families through partnerships 

with nutrition education programs, schools and other 

community organizations. The clubs meet in school 

or after school with nutrition education programs for 

underserved youth. Members learn to advocate for 

increased nutritional awareness, education and 

initiatives in their communities.

Twelve youths participated in the Atchison County 

SNAC program held at the Atchison County 

fairgrounds on May 21. The curriculum was Eating 

from the Garden. The youths learned about healthy 

eating and living; about growing tomatoes and how 

to make tomato buckets. The buckets were then 

delivered to the low-income housing residents in 

Rock Port as an advocacy project. Youth were able 

to take home the extra tomato plants for their own 

garden projects. 

Atchison County 4-H day of service Atchison County Photography SPIN Club

Nine youths and 7 adults participated in an Atchison 

County Service Day project on Nov. 6. This was a 

regional event sponsored by the 4-H Northwest 

Regional Teen Council. Atchison County received 

$150 in grant funds for this event from the Teen 

Council. 

A landscaping project was done to beautify the sign 

for the Tarkio Rehab facility. The youths smoothed 

out prepared ground, placed landscape fabric down, 

prepared holes and planted spring bulbs as well as 

summer daylilies. They placed edging around and 

mulch on the finished product. The youths enjoyed 

digging in the soil.

Atchison County Photography SPIN Club began on 

Oct. 11, 2021. Two members are currently 

participating. We are looking to expand the 

membership as current students want to continue on 

for the year. Students have been learning about 

light, how it works and how the camera sees it. They 

already have a mounted photo ready for 

Achievement Day 2022. 

2021 Atchison County Achievement Day had 62 

exhibits by 13 youths. In addition, there was 1 Clover 

exhibit by one Clover kid. Eleven exhibits created by 

8 youths went to the Missouri State Fair. 

4-H Youth Development

2021 4-H Achievement Day 

Pictured is 

Emma Teten, 

left, talking to 

photography 

judge, J.R. 

Chaney, right, 

about her 

picture that she 

entered during 

Achievement 

Day. 

Carrie Wilson

4-H Youth Program

Associate



Educational Access & Excellence

Atchison County 4-H clubs in action

Atchison County 4-H currently has 4 registered 

clubs: Wolverine Club, Lucky Clovers, Farmer City 

and Atchison County Robotics. There were 51 

youths and 8 volunteers enrolled for 2021. We are 

currently rebooting the Robotics club and there is 

currently interest from 12 youths. 

4-H Youth Development

The Farmer City 4-H Club met Saturday, October 

23, for a canned food drive. Members walked 

around town collecting items for the 

Tarkio/Westboro/Fairfax Food Pantry. Pictured are, 

from left to right, front row - Elliott Hurst; and back 

row - Teahen Hannah, Landry Hurst, Finn Hurst, 

Keely Bredensteiner, Josh Schlueter, Tucker Hurst, 

and Jillian Hannah.

The Fairfax Wolverines stayed busy during the 

2021 Fairfax Fair. They walked the flag down to 

open the fair, dedicated a picnic table and took 

part in that morning’s parade.

The Atchison County Lucky Clovers spent a chilly 

afternoon replacing old boards and treating the 

picnic tables in Rock Port’s Memorial Park. This 

was all made possible through Atchison County 

Development Corporation’s Youth Beautification 

Grant that a few of the members, Audrey and 

Emma, had written and received on behalf of the 

club. The Lucky Clovers were grateful to ACDC for 

making these opportunities possible for our youth 

and to Burke’s Lumber for donating the 

Thompson’s water seal.

In lieu of their yearly county-wide 4-H carnival, the 

Atchison County 4-H clubs decided to have a raffle 

for a summer themed “basket” of goodies. All the 

proceeds went directly back to the county clubs. 

Rachel Jenkins was the lucky winner. The clubs 

raised over $1,000.

Carrie Wilson

4-H Youth Program

Associate



County highlights

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 

Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 in federal 

funds to Missouri.  These funds were used to enroll 

796 limited-resource families in nutrition education 

and meal preparation classes, representing 2,847 

family members. Additionally, 2,469 youths were 

enrolled in EFNEP classes. Twelve of these youth 

and adult participants reside in Atchison County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of 

making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 

breakfast more often, trying new foods, increasing 

their physical activity, and making healthier food 

choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are 

physically active are more likely to contribute to a 

healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life 

throughout the lifespan.

This vital programming effort also reduces 

healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare 

benefits and insurance premiums.  

April- May:

• Site: Fairfax Elem.

Healthy Plants Healthy Bodies (1 container                

garden) – 6 lessons – Fairfax Kindergarten 

Kick It Up – 6 lessons – Fairfax First grade

July-August

• Site: Tarkio - Atchison County Library (promoted 

by Atchison County Health Dept.)

Healthy Change workshops for adults - 6  lessons

Sept-Nov.

• Site: Fairfax Elem.

Show-Me Nutrition Series – Preschool - 5th grades-

7 lessons

• Site: Rock Port Elementary

Show-Me Nutrition Series – Preschoo l- 3rd grades –

7 lessons

• Site: Tarkio Elementary

Show-Me Nutrition Series – Kindergarten - 3rd 

grades – 7 lessons

2021 VITA tax preparation

Voluntary Income Tax Assistance was offered in 
northwest Missouri. MU Extension specialists and 
community volunteers offered tax preparation sites 
to clients across the Northwest Missouri region. In 
2021, 158 federal and state tax returns were filed in 
northwest Missouri. Clients were counseled on ways 
to reduce tax burden through education credits and 
savers credits.

Specialists helped several clients file their returns to 
claim their Economic Impact Payments and many 
had Earned Income Tax Credits. Many of these 
clients might not have filed taxes without VITA 
services.

Total federal returns for the clients serviced by the 
regional team totaled $146,218, with an average 
return of $1,478. The total state return was $33,057, 
with an average of $340 per taxpayer.

Many clients are repeat customers who trust the 
team to file their returns with accuracy and privacy 
and to treat them with respect and dignity. Through 
this program, MU Extension trains community 
volunteers to offer the service and looks forward to 
growing this program in the future. The next VITA 
tax preparation in Atchison County is scheduled for 
Friday, March 11, 2022. 



County highlights

Atchison County Extension Council says goodbye to two outstanding members

Jeremy Palmer accepts his certificate of 

appreciation from County Engagement Specialist

Debbie Bennett for his service on the University of 

Missouri Atchison County Extension Council.

Atchison County Extension Council Chair Devon 

Sons presents outgoing council member Alan Lager 

with his certificate of appreciation for his time on the 

council.

Community engagement

Atchison County Field Specialist in Agricultural 

Engineering, Jim Crawford, helps a participant in 

the bike rodeo that was held during the Tarkio 

Rodeo Parade. The bike rodeo was sponsored by 

the Atchison County Health Department.

Atchison County Extension council members and 

their families participate in the Atchison County 

Fair parade during Family Fun Day.



County highlights

2020-2021 State Fair Farm Family

In 2020, due to precautions taken in response to 

COVID-19, the Missouri State Fair only held the 4-H 

and FFA Livestock show. State Fair Farm Family 

recognition was postponed until 2021.

The Farm Bureau board decided to recognize all 

the nominated Farm Families as “2020-2021 Farm 

Families.” 

Jim and Rhonda Ball and family of Fairfax were 

among the families honored during the 63rd annual 

Missouri Farm Family Day, Aug. 16 at the Missouri 

State Fair.

The Ball family was selected as the Atchison 

County Missouri Farm Family by University of 

Missouri Extension in Atchison County and the local 

Farm Bureau. The family includes son Garrett, 

daughter Aleesha and Aleesha’s husband Zach.

Each year, the fair sets aside a day to recognize 

farm families from across the state that are active in 

their communities, involved in agriculture, and/or 

participate in local outreach and extension 

programs such as 4-H or FFA.

The Ball family owns 160 acres in Atchison County 

and are lifelong county residents. Jim has been 

involved in production agriculture and agriculture 

education and in the agriculture business sector. 

Jim and Rhonda have volunteered as 4-H leaders 

and Garrett and Aleesha both participated in 4-H 

and FFA. Aleesha is the Ag instructor at Fairfax 

High School.

The annual event is sponsored by five partner 

agencies: the Missouri Farm Bureau, the Missouri 

Department of Agriculture; the Missouri State Fair 

Commissioners; the MU College of Agriculture, 

Food and Natural Resources; and MU Extension 

and Engagement.

The event showcases the impact Missouri Farm 

Families have on the economy and heritage of the 

state, said Missouri State Fair Director Mark Wolfe. 

“These families are involved in agriculture activities 

in their communities and are active participants in 

local outreach and extension. As the premier 

showcase for Missouri agriculture, the Missouri 

State Fair is most certainly the appropriate place to 

celebrate these families.”

Chris Daubert and Rob Kallenbach are pictured with  
Aleesha Lemar, Zach Lemar, Jim Ball, Garrett Ball, 
Rhonda Ball, and Marshall Stewart from University of 
Missouri Extension.



County highlights

Atchison County 2021 Leaders Honor Roll inductees

In 2021, Dean and Diane Hicks of rural Tarkio were selected for the MU Extension Leaders Honor Roll.

Dean served a total of eight years on the Atchison County Extension Council, including serving as 

chairman. He also served for 20 years on the Atchison County Fair Board and was president for several 

years. During Dean’s tenure, the fair board purchased the fair grounds and coordinated the construction of 

the Velma Houts Fair Building.

Diane served as a 4-H club volunteer for almost 20 years and as a 4-H leader for 10 years. Dean and 

Diane had two children who were active in 4-H. The Hicks family was selected as the Atchison County 

State Fair Farm Family in 2006.

“Dean supported Extension programs and utilized their services,” said Jim Crawford, Field Specialist in 

Agricultural Engineering and Superintendent of Graves-Chapple Research Center for MU Extension. “His 

input was instrumental in starting FFA Educational Day at Graves-Chapple Research Center. When the 

Extension office flooded in 2014 due to a water line break, Dean played a key role in cleaning up and 

getting the office reopened.”

The Leaders Honor Roll program is intended to honor outstanding leaders who have excelled in supporting 
University of Missouri Extension programs and the community as a whole.

Selection criteria are based on community leadership efforts that support the University of Missouri 
Extension’s strategic direction and program priorities to:

• Enhance economic viability

• Build strong individuals, families and communities

• Create and sustain healthy environments



County highlights

Three Atchison County farms inducted into Missouri Century Farm club in 2021

Three Atchison County farms have been inducted 

into the Missouri Century Farm Club. Scott and 

Michelle Deatz of Rock Port own 120 qualifying 

acres that were originally owned by Wiley O. 

Bartholomew, the second great uncle of Scott Deatz. 

Lonnie and Kathleen Herron of Rock Port own 180 

qualifying acres that were originally owned by 

Conrad Fischer, Lonnie’s great uncle. Siblings 

Stephanie Smith, Mark Sly and David Sly own 1,368 

qualifying acres that were purchased in 1897 by 

Henry Oscar and Basha Sly. The farm was passed 

on to Harry and Lavetah Sly. H.A. & Betty Sly were 

the third generation to own the farm. The current 

owners are the fourth generation.

In 1976, Missouri’s Centennial Farm project awarded 

certificates to persons owning farms that had been in 

the same family for 100 years or more. The MU 

College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 

and MU Extension planned a 10-year update in 1986 

called the Century Farm program. Since then, the 

program has been an annual event, recognizing 

more than 100 farms each year. In 2008, the 

Missouri Farm Bureau became a program co-

sponsor.

“Missouri Farm Bureau is a proud partner in the 

recognition of century farms,” said Blake Hurst, 

president of Missouri Farm Bureau. “We applaud the 

hard-working farm families that have kept us fed and 

clothed for generations. They represent an important 

part of our heritage and laid a foundation for the 

bounty Americans enjoy every day.”

To qualify, farms must meet the following criteria: 

• The same family must have owned the farm for 

100 consecutive years. 

• The line of ownership from the original settler or 

buyer may be through children, grandchildren, 

siblings, and nephews or nieces, including 

through marriage or adoption. 

• The farm must be at least 40 acres of the original 

land acquisition and make a financial contribution 

to the overall farm income. 

Since 1976, the program has recognized more than 

8,000 Missouri Century farms. 

For more information, visit the program’s webpage at 

https://extension2.missouri.edu/programs/century-

farms

Miranda, Michelle and Scott Deatz received 

recognition for their Missouri Century Farm. 

Presenting the award was Devon Sons, right.

Family members representing the H.A. & Betty Lou Sly 

Memorial Missouri Century Farm, from left to right, are: 

front row - Veda Sly, Markie Gaines, and Nola Sly; and 

back row - Tiffanie Gaines, Hudson Sly, Stevie Gaines, 

Ian Hedlund, Marisa Hedlund, Devon Sons (presenter), 

and Collin Hedlund.

https://extension2.missouri.edu/programs/century-farms

