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TREES DON’T LIVE FOREVER
Everyone wants their yard trees to last forever. Many times during the
year I receive calls from concerned homeowners that say, “I don’t want to lose
my tree.” But, I’m sorry to say, your yard trees aren’t going to live forever. Years
of drought, insects, diseases, harsh winters and various other factors take their
toll on your tree. The past several years have been stressful on trees, killing some
and sending others into decline. In 2012, we had a severe drought and many people lost trees. We also had a drought in 2018. We cannot control the weather, but
you can keep your trees watered during times of drought to reduce stress.
If it is hot, and hasn’t rained in a
couple of weeks, water young trees. If we
go a month without rain and it is hot, water
large shade trees. This year was hard on
lilacs and stone fruit trees like cherry. We
got a lot of rain in May and June, which saturated the soil. Many plants, but especially
cherry trees, don’t like saturated soil, and
will die from lack of oxygen to their root
systems.

Ash trees are starting to die around
northeast Missouri from Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). It is predicted that 99.9 percent of
ash trees are going to die from EAB. Some
trees like Canadian Hemlock, Ponderosa
Pine and other evergreens are not native
here and do better in their native habitats
where the climate is cooler or drier. If you
are growing or plan to grow a non-native tree, just know that it may be difficult
to grow here and you may be dealing with tree issues in the future.
Besides watering, other things to do to keep trees healthy include, keeping weed eaters and lawn mowers away from the trunks of trees to prevent girdling, wrapping young, thin-barked trees from late November-March to prevent
Southwest Injury, and mulching properly around trees to hold in moisture and
keep out weeds. Also, be cautious when using weed-n-feed fertilizers. Over time,
sensitive trees like a redbud, can show symptoms of herbicide injury.
If your tree is dying or dead, remove it and plant a new one. Fertilizer and
fungicides are not going to bring it back to life. Consider planting native trees and
shrubs, which are hardier and adapted to our soils and climate. The GrowNative!
Website https://www.moprairie.org/GrowNative is a good resource to see what
native plants do well in Missouri, what soil conditions they require, bloom time,
and color of bloom.
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2020 HORTICULTURE
PROGRAMS
I am starting to plan programs
for 2020. Some of the topics we had programs on this year were blackberry production, fruit tree grafting and garlic.
There are plans at some point to do a
pollinator program, particularly on solitary bees.
The counties I cover are Clark,
Scotland, Schuyler, Knox, Adair, Randolph, Lewis, Macon, Linn, Sullivan and
Putnam.
It’s very likely that the NorthCentral Missouri Beekeepers Association
will do another beekeeping workshop in
February in Macon. If you have a specific
topic you would like to have a workshop
or program on, please contact me. I’m
looking for specific topics for 1-2 hour
programs or half or full day workshops,
not programs we are already doing regularly like Master Gardener, Garden n’
Grow, etc. There must be 10 people registered to hold a workshop or program.

PUMPKINS HAVE SEVERAL USES
A popular crop for fall decorations and fun to grow is the pumpkin. Pumpkins are seen as jack-o-lanterns in October and as part of cornucopias in November. They make delicious pies and other desserts.
Figure one pound of raw, untrimmed pumpkin for each cup finished
pumpkin puree.
Eighty percent of the pumpkin supply in the United States is
available in October, and the Connecticut field variety is the traditional
American pumpkin. The top pumpkin production states are Illinois,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and California. According to the University of Illinois, 90 percent of the pumpkins grown in the United States are raised
within a 90-mile radius of Peoria, Illinois.
Pumpkins originated in Central America and are 90 percent water. They are members of the vine crops family called cucurbits. Their
flowers are edible, and they range in size from less than a pound to over
1,000 pounds.
Never carry a pumpkin by its stem, as it may break. If it does
break off you can use toothpicks as a basic patch. Look for a pumpkin
with 1 to 2 inches of stem left. If the stem is cut down too low the
pumpkin will decay quickly or may be decaying at the time of purchase.
Avoid pumpkins with blemishes and soft spots. Care should be taken
not to bruise your pumpkin during transport or storage, as this will
shorten its’ life-span. Shape is not that important. A lopsided pumpkin
is not necessarily a bad pumpkin.
Source: University of Illinois Extension

COVER CROPS IMPROVE GARDEN SOIL
Linda Geist, Writer for University of Missouri Extension

. If the cover crop becomes tall, mow before turning it under.

OVERWINTERING PLANTS
Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Horticulture Specialist
With our first frost and freeze right around the corner, most gardeners are trying to figure out what plants
to keep and which ones to let go. It’s always impossible to keep everything you have growing on your porch and
around your garden, but many can overwinter with little care.
Before you start deciding what to keep, consider these things:
 How much indoor space do you have? You may have more plants than you have space so decisions must be
made. Are any keepsakes? Any expensive plants? Any hard to replace?
 How healthy are the plants? Look for nice green leaves and vigorous growing shoots. Anything that struggles
outdoors will surely continue to struggle once they are indoors.
 How much of a mess do the plants make? Ferns shed, ficus drop leaves, and begonia drop blooms all over. These
are some of my favorites but I question whether the mess is worthwhile!
 How much light would need to be provided? Would you have to supply extra lights?
 How much watering would need to be provided? Watering needs is greatly reduced in the winter time but you
would still be lugging water in pitchers or watering cans. Depending on the number of plants, it can still lead to
a lot of work.
 How many pests would be attracted to the plants indoors? Scale on ficus, spider mites on mint, and aphids hibiscus can lead to disaster! If plants are known to have pest problems indoors, reconsider keeping them.
Plants to consider bringing indoors for the winter:
 Annuals that respond well to the indoors include Geraniums, Coleus, Lantana, Impatiens and Begonias.
 Tropical plants that can be overwintered include Hibiscus, Palms, Mandevillas, Bananas
 Culinary Herbs that are classified as tender and need to be brought indoors include: rosemary, lavender, lemon
verbena, lemongrass, and basil. Rosemary and lavender may have problems indoors due to the lower humidity.
A insulated garage with plant lights may be a better solution.
Bringing the plants indoors:
 Bring plants indoors and “quarantine” them in a brightly lit area. Check for insect pests over a 1 to 2 week period and allow time for the plant to acclimate to lower light levels. (A quarantine area could be outdoors) Once no
pests are found, plants can be moved to the desired location. Some gardeners choose to spray the plant and its
container with insecticidal soap as a precaution before moving them indoors.
 If the plant needs to be pruned, do so cautiously. Removing more than 1/3 of the plants total size might not be a
wise decision. Remember, plant growth will slow dramatically with our decreasing light hours. Plant will not
rebound from pruning very quickly. Once indoors, these plants will require less water since daylight hours will
be shorter and light levels will be lower. Water only when the top 1/2 inch of the soil is dry to the touch. Very
little fertilizer is needed during the winter.
 Consider taking cutting of plants that are overgrown instead of bringing them in for the winter. When taking
cuttings, prepare a dozen or more to increase the possibility of success.

HAVE A LARGE EVERGREEN THAT NEEDS REMOVED?
DONATE IT TO MDC FOR GOVERNOR’S MANSION CHRISTMAS TREE.
The evergreen may be near the end of its life or may need to be removed for other reasons.
The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) is conducting its annual search for a large Christmas tree
for use on the governor's mansion lawn in Jefferson City. MDC is asking landowners, homeowners, businesses, and
communities that may have possible candidate trees to contact the Department.
To qualify, the donated tree must be about 40 feet tall and be an eastern red cedar, Norway spruce, or white
pine that is fully branched on all sides and accessible by large equipment. The right tree may either be near the end
of its life or may need to be removed for other reasons. Once a tree is selected, MDC staff will coordinate the cutting
and delivery of the tree to the governor's mansion at no cost to the owner. The donor will receive a thank-you from
the governor and an invitation to the lighting ceremony, which usually occurs the first week of December.
“Sometimes there are beautiful evergreens that need to be removed for home expansion, utility work, or
they’ve grown too large for the space,” says MDC Forestry Field Program Supervisor Holly Dentner. “Having your
tree displayed at the governor's mansion is a great way to share its beauty with thousands of Missourians who visit
the mansion during the holidays.” In northeast Missouri, call the regional office at 660-785-2420.

GARDENING TIPS FOR OCTOBER
ORNAMENTALS
 Plant spring bulb flowers.
 Continue watering, especially evergreens if soils are dry.
 Container grown and balled & burlapped trees and shrubs can be planted. Loosen the soil in an area 5 times the diameter of the root ball before
planting. Mulch well after watering.
 For best bloom this winter, Christmas Cactus, potted azaleas, and kalanchoe may be left outdoors until night temperatures drop to about 40 degrees.
 Cannas and dahlias can be dug when frost nips their foliage. Allow plants
to dry in an airy, frost-free place before storage.
 Spring bulbs for forcing can be potted up now and stored in a cool, frostfree place until it is time to bring indoors, usually for 12-15 weeks.
 Transplant deciduous trees after they have dropped their leaves.
FRUIT

 Persimmons start to ripen, especially after frost.
 Monitor fruit plantings for mouse activity and take steps for their own
control if present.

 Place wire guards around trunks of young fruit trees for protection
against mice and rabbits.
VEGETABLES
 Continue harvesting tender crops before frost.
 Harvest winter squash and pumpkins before frost.
 Dig sweet potatoes before a hard freeze.
 Gourds should be harvested
 Sow cover crops such as winter rye after crops are harvested.
TURFGRASS
 Seeding should be finished by October 15.
 Broadleaf herbicides can be applied now to control cool season weeds
such as chickweed and dandelion.
 Continue mowing lawns until growth stops.
 Keep leaves raked off grass to prevent smothering grass.
 Now is a good time to apply lime if soil tests indicate the need.
 Winterize lawn mowers before storage.
MISCELLANEOUS
 Week 1-Fall color begins
 Week 3-Begin peak fall color in maples, hickories, and oaks.
 Week 4-End of peak fall color.
- Missouri Botanical Garden -

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 5-December 5:
Master Gardener training is taking place in Kirksville.
October 1: Salt River Master
Gardener meeting, the HLGU
Burton Administration Building,
Room 129, 7 pm, Carla Coleman
from Monroe City will be the
speaker. Her topic is “Growing
rusty with your garden?” Carla is
going to share some of her secrets
and other ideas to make gardening
still a joy whether you’re “rusty,”
“busier” or just plain tired.
October 15: Kirksville Area
Master Gardener meeting, 7 pm,
Adair County Extension Center.
November 8: MOMGA meeting;
Columbia, each MG chapter should
send a representative.
November 8: Women In Agriculture Workshop, Browning Community Center, Browning, MO.
Open to all interested women. Call
your local extension center for an
agenda. I will be doing a fall flower
arrangement at this workshop.
December 6-7: Missouri Livestock Symposium, Kirksville.
December 7: Holiday Flower
Arranging, 3 pm, at the Livestock Symposium, no cost, bring
hand pruners. Limited to the first
30 who walk through the door.
September 18-20, 2020: Missouri State Master Gardener
Conference. Held in Jefferson
City.
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