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Thank you for your interest in 4-H!

4-H is one of the largest youth organizations in the United States, and is sponsored in Missouri
by University of Missouri Extension, with county, state and federal funding. The goal of 4-H is
to assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will
enable them to become self-directed, productive members of society.

There are a few tips I like to share with prospective 4-H families. First of all, pick up a copy of
the 4-H Clover. It's a multi-color, slick publication. It tells about all the great things 4-H has
to offer. The 4-H Clover is also available online at https://bit.ly/20trIna. Also pick up a list of
“"Where and When 4-H Clubs Meet.”

A good fit between your family and the 4-H Club you choose is important for your child’s
success in 4-H. There are many clubs in Adair County 4-H, and just like any family, they're all
different, they all have individual strengths and priorities. Here are some things to think about
when deciding on a club to visit:

e s your child outgoing or more introverted? Some clubs are large, others are small.

e Which would your child like best?

o What projects does he or she want to learn about?

o s jt important to your child that there are other children his/her age in the club? If so,

ask club representatives about the ages and genders of their members.

o What aays and times are convenient for your family to attend club meetings?

Then take time to contact club leaders of the clubs you want to know more about. Consider
asking these questions:

e When does your 4-H Club meet, and where?

e How many members are in your 4-H Club and what are their ages? Are there more
older or younger youth? More boys or girls?

e Does your club have a great project leader for (insert the projects your
child is interested in), who starts project meetings early in the year and holds them
regularly?

e What do think are the strengths of your club?
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After you've talked to several clubs that you think might be a good fit for your family, take the
time to visit the club meetings of several clubs as soon as possible. Take a minute to reflect on
your visit and consider these things:

o Were you greeted and made to feel welcome at the meeting?
e Did others introduce themselves to you, and were you introduced to the group?
e Did someone take time to answer your questions?
e Consider the business meeting you'l likely see... are the youth officers conducting
the meeting? Is there a fair balance of youth leadership and adult support?
o What is the tone of the meeting? Does it seem to be a positive, encouraging
atmosphere for youth?
Considering these points and others that you may be thinking about already, will help you and
your child make an informed decision on which club to join. And, if you know of 5-10 youth

who are interested in 4-H, there is always the option of starting a NEW 4-H Club! It's easy to
do, and new clubs are always welcome!

Again, thank you for your interest in 4-H. Please feel free to contact me at 660-665-9866 or
email klemmd@missouri.edu, if you have further questions or would like more information
about what 4-H has to offer.

Sincerely,

Hictelle Rllem
Michelle Klem

University of Missouri Extension
4-H Youth Development Specialist

Links to more information:

Missouri 4-H — http://4h.missouri.edu/

Adair County 4-H — http://extension.missouri.edu/adair/4h.aspx
Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/Adair4H

Enroll in 4-H — https://mo.4honline.com/

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS



