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We bring Mizzou to you 
 Hello friends! MU Extension is the University of Missouri’s classroom in Adair County. We connect people 
to research-based education to enrich the quality of life and enhance the economic well-being of our communities. 

 Thank you for continuing to make University of Missouri Extension relevant and successful in Adair County. 
This annual report outlines a few of the outstanding programs MU Extension has had in Adair County during 2022. 

 MU Extension also partners with local organizations to provide education, information and services that meet 
people’s needs. The elected and appointed members of the Adair County Extension Council provide guidance in 
identifying those needs to ensure that our educational programs are relevant, reliable and responsive.  

 Whether it’s resources for yourself or your family, farm, business or community, we invite you to explore 
our website, call or email, and learn how we can help you. 

  We want to extend a special thank you to the Adair County Commission for their continued support of our 
MU Extension Center and programs. We would also like to thank our many volunteers, partners and stakeholders 
who continue to support our efforts in Extension. 

 When you support University of Missouri Extension, Adair County benefits as well as the state of Missouri. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jeana Curtis    Brittany Huffman   Zac Erwin 
Extension Council Secretary  Extension Council Chair  Field Specialist in Livestock  
        

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local University Extension Councils Cooperating 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS 
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Location: 
503 E. Northtown Road Kirksville, MO 

Office hours: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday 

How to contact us: 
Phone: 660-665-9866 Fax: 660-665-9876 

Email: adairco@missouri.edu 

Webpage: extension.missouri.edu/adair 

About Us 

@AdairExtension      @Adair4H 

@MissouriLivestock      @ShowMeSelect 
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Jennifer Schutter 
Field Specialist in 
Horticulture 

Vanessa Miller 
Office Manager 

Extension 
Council 

Brittany Huffman, chair 
Chris Clark, vice chair 
Jeana Curtis, secretary 
John Buck, treasurer 

Bob Behnen Sue Morton 
Adam Snyder Marty Jayne 
Sonja Harden David Hoppe 
Peggy Gerhold Allie Smith 
Paula Brawner Sherl Venzor 
Andrea Jackson Louise Smith 
Martha Hulet Melanie Cook 
Mark Shahan Rodney Sadler 
 

Donate 
Did you know you can donate di-
rectly to Adair County Extension 
with a gift to be used immediately 
or as an endowment contribution 
for long-term efforts? Contact us 
for more information. 

2022 
Operating 
Budget 
R  
County Appropriations $80,000 

E  
Personnel Services $3,144 
Payroll Expenses 340 

 54,224 
Travel 1,903 
Postage 3,000 
Telephone Service/Tolls   3,015 
Supplies/Services 3,631 
Utilities 5,495 
Other Contract Services  1,385 
Insurance 2,170 
Repairs/Maintenance 1,693 
 $80,000 

Zac Erwin 
Field Specialist in 
Livestock 

Neina Martin 
Nutrition Program 
Associate 

Vacant 
Youth Program 
Associate 

Staff serving Adair County but based in other counties 
Charles Holland, Director of Family Impact Center 
Valerie Tate, Field Specialist in Agronomy 
Jeremiah Terrell, Field Specialist in Human Development 
Darla Campbell, Field Specialist in Community Development 
Kent Shannon, Field Specialist in Agricultural Engineering 
Deann Turner, Nutrition Program Manager 
Penny Kittle, Field Specialist in 4-H Youth Development 
Lisa Doster, Extension Engagement Specialist 
Michael Krauch, Regional Director 

Our Team 

County 
Commission 
Mark Shahan 
Presiding Commissioner 

Bill King 
First District Commissioner 

Mark Thompson 
Second District Commissioner 

State 
Legislators 
Cindy O’Laughlin 
State Senator, District 18 

Danny Busick 
State Representative, District 3 

Greg Sharpe 
State Representative, District 4 

Vacant 
Nutrition & Health 
Education 
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County	Highlights….. 
    Strong attendance was noted at the 2022 
M 	L 	S . Keynote speak-
er, Diana Rodgers, RD, 
headlined the Friday even-
ing program as she spoke 
about The	Nutritional	and	
Environmental	Case	for	
Meat	and	Livestock. Many 
notable topics and speak-
ers were featured on Sat-
urday December 3rd as 
livestock producers looked 
for answers and interac-
tion with the experts in livestock production.   
missourilivestock.com. 
 
    Adair County M 	G 	com-
pleted 2,236 volunteer hours in Adair County in 
2022. A few of their projects include the Adair 
County Public Library lower beds; lower beds at 
Woodwind apartments; daylily beds in public 
parks; the YMCA sensory garden; lower beds at 
Brashear Park and the Veterans Memorial in Rota-
ry Park; and lower beds at the caboose in 
Novinger.   
 Master Gardeners also assisted with the 
Garden n’ Grow youth garden program; gave 

presentations to 
groups and or-
ganizations in 
and around 
Kirksville; pre-
pared the Gar-
den Talk news-
letter for mail-
ing; held a plant 
sale and sold 
milkweed to 

help with their monarch butter ly initiative. 
 M 	G 	training was held 
March through June. Trainees participated in 12 
Zoom presentations and 6 in-person, hands-on 
classes where they learned about various horticul-
ture topics. Trainees will use what they learned to 
carry out the mission of the Master Gardener pro-
gram which is “helping others learn to grow”.  

796 S -M -S ®	heifers, 
totaling $1,814,941, sold through 
SMS sales for an average price per 
head of $2,280. Analyzing data 
from these sales show that Show-

Me-Select tagged heifers, when compared to those 
that do not carry the trademarked tag, realize a 
214-dollar increase in value.   
facebook.com/ShowMeSelect. 
 
 490 area cattlemen attended a F 	
S 	program at 
Kirksville Livestock. 
The program was held 
in-person and online. 
Participants engaged 
with experts on the 
prospects of cattle 
feeding pro itability and explored management 
decisions to get the most value for their cattle.  
 
 A 	 	growing at the Extension 

Center is part of a Missouri	
Department	of	Agriculture	
Specialty	Crops	grant. Data is 
collected on plant growth, 
lower stem length and quan-

tity, winter hardiness and 
drought hardiness. A work-
shop in June shared infor-
mation on cultivars best suit-
ed for the area, how to care 

for and maintain the plants, winter protection, 
pruning, distilling, and craft-making. 

 “This	is	the	best 
Extension	program	
I	have	ever	been	
to.” 

 We were excited to have Neina Martin 
join our team this summer as the Nutrition Pro-
gram Associate. Neina hit the 
ground running and made con-
tact with students at the Kirks-
ville Early Childhood Learning 
Center and Adair County R-II at 
Brashear. She also provided the 
K 	 	 	K  program at 
the Adair County Public Library 
and Adair County YMCA. 
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 Lenders in northeast Missouri that attend-
ed the A 	L ’	S 	this past 
fall, learned about rental rates, land values, budg-

ets, input costs, 
renewable energy, 
crop and livestock 
outlooks, Farm 
Service Agency 
(FSA) programs, 
and Missouri Agri-
cultural and Small 
Business Develop-

ment Authority (MASBDA) programs. The Lenders 
in attendance manage over 4,271 farm loans total-
ing more than $295,244,000.     
 
 Local youth participated in the 23rd year of 

our summer youth gardening 
program, G 	 ’	G . 
Participants were assigned a 
garden plot and were instruct-
ed on how to grow their own 
vegetables by Kirksville Area 
Master Gardener volunteers 
and MU Extension horticulture 
specialist, Jennifer Schutter. 

Lessons were taught during each class period on a 
different gar-
dening topics. 
They also 
went on ield 
trips; made 
lower ar-

rangements; 
netted insects; 
made pickles, 
salsa and oth-
er dishes with vegetables from their gardens; and 
donated produce to Pantry	for	Adair	County.  

 
The G 	T 	
newsletter, a 
newsletter for the 
Heartland garden 

enthusiast, is mailed to approximately 1,000 peo-
ple each month and emailed to another 500. The 
newsletter shares timely gardening tips and other 
important gardening information, including up-
coming horticulture programs and activities. Mas-
ter Gardener volunteers assist with mailing. 

 MU Extension horticulture specialists con-
duct a weekly online home 
horticulture G 	H 	
where they discussed time-
ly gardening topics. Partici-
pants from around the state 
participated, including several from Adair County.  
 
 The goal of our F 	L 	E 	
classes are to establish a fair lease contracts for all 
parties and minimizing disputes on lease issues.  
Area farmers attended farm lease classes both 
online and in-person that provided information on 
current rents and trends, what to include in a 
lease, how to terminate a farm lease, crop and live-
stock share arrangements, and recreational leases. 
 
 A ’ 	P 	is an educational pro-
gram created speci ically for women in agricul-
ture. The course is offered online providing wom-
en with the knowledge, skills, and abilities to make 
informed risk management decisions regarding 
their agriculture business operations. In addition 
to the knowledge gained, participants learned 
about resources that can assist them in making 
business decisions for their farming operations.  

 
 What do you get when you have a CPA, a 
former IRS employee, a retired IRS-certi ied ag 
economics professor, an attorney,  Missouri De-
partment of Revenue professionals, and extension 
ag business specialists all together in one room? 
That would be an MU Extension T 	S . This 
course was offered in-person and online and is de-
signed for those who prepare taxes, including en-
rolled agents, tax preparers, CPA’s, individuals, 
and attorneys.  Over 300 attended the school. 
 The schools were approved for 8 and 16 
hours of continuing education credit by the IRS, 
Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education. 
Total continuing education hours: 2,936.  

"This	was	an	extremely	valuable	program.	The	
way	it	helped	me	understand	our	own	farm	and	
contract	and	the	business	of	farming	in	general	
was	very	helpful.	Also,	the	introduction	to	the	
many	resources	that	are	available	to	us	through	
MU's	agricultural	programs,	extension	
programs	,	federal	resources,	etc.	was	excellent.	
Before	the	program	I	had	no	idea	such	valuable	
resources	were	there.	“ 
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 The goal of the 2022	H 	S 	
was to bring together faculty, students and com-
munity members to learn how to improve the 
health status of Missourians. The program was 
offered in person on the Truman State University 
campus and via Zoom. The 150 participants left 
the Health Symposium with practical strategies 
and information to improve their personal health 
or health of their local community members. The 
program was hosted by University of Missouri  
Extension, the Missouri Livestock Symposium,  
and the Truman State University School of Health 
Sciences & Education. 
 
 To increase awareness of mediation 
services and provide families with tools needed to 
navigate family con lict, the Missouri Department 
of Agriculture (MDA) partnered with the Universi-
ty of Missouri Extension to host basic F  
S 	P 	W 	for Missouri 
farm families. The workshops were designed to 

share tools and resources and to educate partici-
pants on the importance of the core concepts: 
Navigating family roles and business roles to pre-
vent con lict; improving communication within 
the family farm business; sharing farm manage-
ment decision-making with family during short-
term crises; and organizing a plan to transition 
farm ownership and management responsibilities 
to the next generation. 
 
 P 	A 	T 	helps 
reduce the harmful effects of improper pesticide 
use. In order for producers of agricultural com-
modities to purchase or apply restricted-use pesti-
cides on property owned or rented by them or 
their employer, without compensation other than 
the trading of services between producers of agri-
cultural commodities, they must have a private 
pesticide applicator license. Producers in Adair 
County were trained and licensed to purchase and 
apply restricted use pesticides. 

A 	C 	4-H	offers 
long-term educational ex-
periences where members 
learn life skills like deci-
sion making, public speak-
ing and working with oth-
ers. Members learn	by	do-
ing under the guidance of 
adult volunteers who 
teach projects ranging 
from computer science 
and arts to animal science 
and healthy living. Youth 
are also involved in com-
munity service and educa-
tional events and trips. 
 
Adair County 4-H is a 
proud United Way agency. 
We support the United 
Way each year with our 
Chicken Bingo fundraiser 
at the NEMO Fair. 
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The	MU	Extension	Center	in	Adair	County	also 
offers	educational	engagements	via	our	

webpage,	Facebook	and	YouTube. 
Below	are	a	few	statistics	from	those	venues. 

extension.missouri.edu/adair 
 
 

missourilivestock.com/ 
The Missouri Livestock 

Symposium (MLS) webpage had 
25,231 total visits in 2022 
(per GoDaddy statistics). 

@AdairExtension 
 39,876 people reached 
 
@Adair4H 
 21,170 people reached 
 
@ShowMeSelect 
 19,985 people reached 
 
@MissouriLivestock 
 62,468 people reached 
 
Data from Facebook Insights. 

 

Top viewed MLS videos in 2022: 
Þ Grazing Management for 

Targeted Animal Perfor-
mance with Jim Gerrish  

Þ Strip-grazing Milo: Alterna-
tive Winter Feeding with 
Rusty Lee 

Þ Pro itable Cattle Marketing 
with Corbitt Wall and John 
Campbell 

Þ Saddling Your Horse with 
Dennis Cappel 

Þ Catching and Haltering/
Dance the Dance with Den-
nis Cappel 

Congratulations to the 2022 Adair County Missouri S 	F 	
F 	F ,	the Monte & Lisa Fisher family from Brashear. 
 
Pictured at left are Monte Fisher, Lana Vansickle, Landon Fisher, 
Lacey Fisher and Lisa Fisher receiving their plaque at the Exten-
sion Council summer picnic. 

C 	F 	are owned by one family 
for more than 100 years. Two Adair 
County farms were honored this year. 
Left picture: Chuck Ambrosia receives his 
Century Farm sign from Zac Erwin MU 
Extension Field Specialist in Livestock 
and Brittany Huffman, Extension Council 
chair. 
Pictured at right receiving their Century 
Farm sign are Chris Van O'Linda; Linda Van O'Linda; Theresa Hewitt; Zac Erwin; and Brittany Huffman.  
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University	of	Missouri 
System	Footprint	in 
Adair	County	in	2022 


