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UPCOMING DATERS:

March 20, 2008
Fence Law Program
Poplar Bluff Telecenter
7-9:30 p.m.

March 28, 2008
SEMO Bull Sale
Farmington Livestock Auct.
7p.m

April 3,2008
Women in Ag Program
Vance Vineyards Winery
Fredericktown, MO

April 16, 2008
Ag Marketing Outlook Conf.
Extension Office, Greenville
12—1:30p.m.

April 25,2008
Pasture Walk
Laut Farms, Fredericktown
12-4 p.m.

May 3, 2008
Show Me Select Heifer Sale
Fruitland Livestock Auct.
1pm

May 6-7, 2008
Grazing School
Mineral Area College
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SEMO BULL SALE

The 62nd Southeast Missouri All-Breed Performance Tested Bull Sale
will be March 28, 2008 at 7 p.m. in the Farmington Livestock Auction. 34 bulls
will be for sale including 27 Angus, 4 Charolais and 3 Simmental. There are
some really good-numbered bulls in this sale with many qualifying as Show-MMe
-Select bulls. I have catalogs in my office. Catalogs are also available at your
local extension office and can be printed off of the website at

www.semobeef com Darrell Aufdenberg is the new sale manager and can be
reached at 573-243-2756 or 573-270-6755. Anyone 15 invited to attend the
weighing and grading beginning at 8 a.m. March 28th.

BULL BREEDING SOUNDNESS EXAM

It looks as though spring will be here quickly, thank goodness! Ap-
proaching spring means a fast-approaching breeding season. Planning for that
breeding season includes a lot of variables that should include one of the most
important players, your bull(s). It is easy to overlook preparing your bull for the
breeding season until you go a calving season with few to no calves hitting the
ground because of infertility.

Several factors influence a bull’s fertility including development, pu-
berty, mating ability, scrotal circumference, semen quality, libido, male-to-
female ratio, and social dominance. Puberty can be adversely affected in a bull
that 1s undernourished at a young age. Be sure that when you purchase or raise a
bull, he receives enough energy in his diet to grow properly. About 95% of all
16 month-old bulls are considered reproductively mature and can produce good
quality semen.

To thoroughly evaluate your bull for soundness it 1s best to have your
veterinarian perform a breeding soundness exam (BSE) The evaluation includes
a physical exam, scrotal circumference measurement, and evaluation of semen
quality. To pass a BSE, a bull must have at least 30% sperm motility, 70% nor-
mal sperm morphology, and a minimum scrotal circumference based on age
ranging from 30 to 34 cm. It isrecommended to have a BSE performed on your
bull annually one month before breeding. Sperm production 1s a continuous
process. Sickness or injury can inhibit sperm production but it might not be per-
manent which reinforces the need for a yearly test.

Other factors that may have an impact on breeding that 1s not tested by a
BSE are libido, bull-to-cow ratio, and social dominance. Libido refers to the
desire to mate but has no affect on semen quality. If a bull 1s not eager to mate,
pregnancy rates will drop. The bull-to-cow ratio can also affect pregnancy rates
and the health of your bull. The number of bulls you require will depend on the
age of your bull, if you synchronize the cows and how your bull performs. The
ratios range from 1:10 to 1:60. Bull dominance also needs to be evaluated in
multiple bull herds. A dominate bull with poor semen quality can be detrimen-
tal to pregnancy rates because other bulls are not allowed to breed the cows.
Creating separate herds will help alleviate this problem.

Reproductive traits are not highly heritable so continuous evaluation of
your bull 15 necessary to maintain his soundness and have a good calf crop.

More information on bull fertility can be found in MU Guide 2011,







