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August 20-23, 2008 
Butler Co. Fair, Poplar Bluff  

 

August 28-30, 2008 
Reynolds Co. Fair, Redford 
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MO Beef Tour 

Vernon & Barton Counties 
 

September 3, 2008 
Farm Bill Seminar 

Columbia, MO 
 

September 3-6, 2008 
Ripley Co. Fair, Doniphan 

 

September 6-13, 2008 
SEMO District Fair, Cape  

 

September 18, 2008 
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Columbia, MO 
 

September 22, 2008 
Beef Profitability Seminar 

Doniphan, MO 
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Madison Co. Fair, 

Fredericktown, MO 
 

October 24, 2008 
SEMO Bull Sale 

Farmington Livestock Auct. 
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 Many of you have asked what it costs to do custom hay work with in-

creased expenses this year.  I realize this is a little late but you may still find the 

information useful.  The University has not updated its custom rates guide sheet 

since 2006 so my fellow colleagues and I have pooled together some information 

from other states and also made adjustments to Missouri‟s 2006 numbers.  If you 

have the 2006 Custom Rates guide sheet, adding 20-25% to those costs will get 

you in the ballpark.  Below is a table I put together of various states including Mis-

souri for mowing, raking and baling hay.  Some people are charging more than 

others for some custom rates so a range of low to high prices charged across the 

state is included.  This table may also be of use when deciding on how much to 

sell your hay for.  Hay is very plentiful this year but that does not mean you need 

to sell it cheap.  You need to price your hay to cover costs and make a little profit.  

Don‟t think you need to get rid of all your excess hay.  It is a good idea to keep 

extra hay on hand in case we have a particularly bad winter or a fall/spring/

summer drought.   

CUSTOM RATES FOR FARM SERVICES 

STATE AMOUNT MOW RAKE BALE 

Iowa $17.50 - $36.80 per acre x x x 

Kentucky $20.58 - 31.46 per acre x x x 

Illinois $42.50 per acre x x x 

Illinois $9.62 per bale     x 

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 20% 
$16.80 - $30.00 x x   

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 20% 
$8.40 - $13.20 per bale     x 

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 20% 
$13.20 - $21.60 per bale x x x 

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 25% 
$17.50 - $31.25 per acre x x   

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 25% 
$8.75 - $13.20 per bale     x 

Missouri                   

2006 rate plus 25% 
$13.75 - $22.50 per bale x x x 

2008 Custom Rates 
(Cost Only, No Profit) 



TRIMMING THE HOOVES OF GOATS BEEF PROFITABILITY SEMINAR 

 With grain prices skyrocketing and livestock 

prices not following suite, farmers are looking at big 

losses this year.  Better management and improved 

marketing strategies are going to be the keys to sur-

vival.  On September 22nd, the Ripley County Exten-

sion Council will be sponsoring a Beef Profitability 

seminar presented by Kendra Graham, Livestock Spe-

cialist.  Topics to be covered include the latest infor-

mation on grain and livestock prices, tools available 

for managing feed prices and livestock price risk, and 

setting up your livestock enterprise for long-term 

profitability.   

 The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. inside the   

4-H building at the Ripley County Fairgrounds in 

Doniphan.  Cost for the seminar is $5 per person.  To 

pre-register please call the Ripley County Extension 

office at 573-996-2921. 

Taken from an article written by Tim McKinney, 4-H Ex-

tension Specialist with Langston University - Oklahoma 

 Goats need to have strong feet and legs to sur-

vive. Overgrown hooves can cause goats pain and suf-

fering. Goats with overgrown hooves may not be able 

to move to where the feed may be located. Wild goats 

keep their hooves in good shape by wearing the 

hooves off on the rough rocks. A goat must rely on his 

owner to keep it's hooves in good condition. A domes-

ticated goat will need it's hooves trimmed every 3 - 4 

months.  

 When kids are born they have perfect feet. The 

line of the hoof is parallel to the hair line of the foot. 

When trimming the hooves of goats, try to keep this 

parallel line between hoof and hairline. The hoof 

should also be trimmed so that it is flat and level on 

the bottom.  

 To trim a goat's hooves, one of the following 

tools is needed, a hoof nipper, a pocket knife, or a pair 

of pruning shears. (Use extreme caution when work-

ing with sharp tools.) A rasp will also be required to 

make a smooth finish on the hooves. Restrain the 

goat, and lift the first hoof to be trimmed. Always fold 

the leg with the natural movement of the joints of the 

leg. Using the tool of your choice slowly remove 

pieces of the overgrown hoof. When you see pink, (on 

the hoof), STOP, if you cut any farther the animal will 

bleed. Cut off all of the hoof that has grown down 

from the sides, and folded over. If a good job has been 

done, the hoof will be flat and level. Use a hoof rasp 

to make a smooth finish on the hooves. If the animal 

should bleed, you will need to wash the hoof off, and 

soak the hoof in hydrogen peroxide, or any other dis-

infecting solution.  

SHOW-ME-SELECT ENROLLMENT 

 September 1st is the deadline to enroll heifers 

into the May 2009 sale.  If you have heifers that you 

would like to enroll, please let Roger Eakins or I 

know.  There is a $5 yearly membership fee.  The 

breeding period for these heifers usually starts around 

Thanksgiving when the animals are 12 to 14 months 

of age or older.  The first veterinary check needs to be 

at least 30 days prior to breeding using a synchroniza-

tion program. 

MO BEEF TOUR 

 The Missouri Beef Tour will be held Aug. 

30th in Vernon and Barton counties beginning at 

12:30 p.m.  There will be four stops beginning at a 

bull test station west of El Dorado Springs followed 

by a CRP grazing farm, a cow-calf operation, and a 

backgrounding farm.  Following the fourth stop a free 

dinner will be provided at Liberal, MO.  I have more 

information and maps if you are interested in attend-

ing. 

UNPACKING THE 2008 FARM BILL 

 A seminar on understanding the new 2008 

farm bill will be held September 3rd at the Reynolds 

Alumni Center on the University of Missouri—

Columbia campus.  The program begins at 8:30 a.m. 

and adjourns at 4 p.m.  Cost for the program is $25 

per person and includes lunch.  To register contact 

Joyce White at 573-882-6533 or e-mail at 

whitej@missouri.edu .  Pre registration deadline is 

August 27th.  Flyers and more information is avail-

able at your local Extension office. 



MINERALS FOR LIVESTOCK 

Supplementing livestock with minerals can im-

prove all parameters of production including weight 

gain, disease resistance, milking ability, and return to 

estrus.  It is very hard to determine when there is a min-

eral deficiency because most are slight deficiencies.  

Signs you may see if animals are deficient may be poor 

conception rates, reduced milk production, poor weight 

gains, weak young, and poor overall health.  Remem-

ber, lack of minerals may not be the only thing contrib-

uting to these problems, as it could be a combination of 

nutrition, weather, disease, etc. 

 The hot, dry summer months cause a reduction 

of the mineral content of pastures prompting animals to 

eat more supplemental mineral.  Salt is one of the most 

important minerals you can provide along with calcium 

and phosphorus.  Other than salt, the main mineral that 

is probably lacking right now is phosphorus.  This will 

change as the pasture situation changes.  Cooler, wetter 

weather will improve pastures and most likely decrease 

the animal‟s desire for mineral.  Be sure your animals 

are not eating the mineral because they need energy or 

protein.  If your pastures are extremely poor, try sup-

plementing the cattle with some hay or by-products to 

get them through the hot summer.  Molasses in the 

mineral may also increase intake because it tastes good 

to the animal. 

Most commercial mineral mixes available to 

producers are adequate for grazing livestock.  The ani-

mal should eat on average about 2-4 ounces per head 

per day for cattle, 1.5-2 oz. for horses and .5 to 1 oz. for 

sheep and goats.  However, to get the best buy for your 

money you should pay attention to what types of min-

eral compounds are used because some are more avail-

able to the animal than others.  Typically the most defi-

cient minerals are phosphorus, copper, and zinc so 

choosing the most available form of these is a good 

place to start.   Another thing that may help with the 

cost of mineral is to look for a mix that is not readily 

soluble in water.  Minerals that get wet can dissolve in 

water and run out of the feeder.  Trace mineral mixes 

with tetracycline added can help with diseases such as 

pinkeye.  However, it should be pointed out that this 

medication will not prevent pinkeye but may speed up 

the healing process or reduce the severity of the infec-

tion. 

 Minerals are a very important part of your ani-

mal‟s diet and should always be provided in some form 

whether it be in a complete ration, mixed with supple-

ments, or fed free choice.  Commercial mineral mixes 

are typically sufficient for grazing livestock however, 

you can formulate your own mineral mix. 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING LAWS 

 With the passage of the 2008 Farm Bill it 

looks as though the Country of Origin Labeling 

(COOL) law will finally become mandatory.  The rule 

covers muscle cuts and ground beef (including veal), 

lamb, chicken, goat, and pork; perishable agricultural 

commodities (fresh and frozen fruits and vegetables); 

macadamia nuts; pecans; ginseng and peanuts.  USDA 

has already implemented the COOL program for fish 

and shellfish covered commodities.  Commodities 

covered under COOL must be labeled at retail to indi-

cate their country of origin.   

 The question is „What does that mean to the 

livestock producer?”   The answer, not a whole lot if 

you already do some basic recordkeeping.  According 

to the USDA: ñDefinitive origin information must be 

provided to slaughter facilities so that meat covered 

commodities can be accurately labeled at retail.  The 

COOL law provides for the use of producer affidavits 

to provide origin information to packers. Thus, under 

the interim final rule, USDA will consider a producer 

affidavit as acceptable evidence on which a packer 

may rely upon to initiate an origin claim, as long as 

the affidavit is made by someone having firstȤhand 

knowledge of the origin of the animal(s) and identifies 

the animal(s) unique to the transaction.  Evidence that 

identifies the animal(s) unique to a transaction can 

include a tag ID system along with other information 

such as the type and sex of the animals, number of 

head involved in the transaction, the date of the trans-

action, and the name of the buyer.  Other records that 

may be used to assist in a COOL verification audit 

include birth records, receiving records, purchase 

records, animal health papers, sales receipts, animal 

inventory documents, feeding records, APHIS VS 

forms, segregation plans, State Brand requirements, 

breeding stock information, and other similar docu-

ments. In addition, participation in USDA Quality 

System Verification Programs (QSVP), such as the 

USDA Process Verified Program (PVP) and the Qual-

ity Systems Assessment (QSA) Program that contain a 

source verification component is also considered as 

acceptable evidence to substantiate COOL claims.ò 

 Basically what this means to the producer is 

you will have to somehow verify the animals you sold 

came from the United States or X country.  This 

means there will have to be more communication be-

tween producer and buyer, and records or affidavits 

will have to be passed on.  Again, this probably does 

not mean much if any more work for livestock pro-

ducers but you do need to be aware of COOL. 



WHY ARE MY COWS OPEN?  
 

Written by Dr. Robert Larson, Veterinarian, Kansas State 

University 

 As we approach late summer and early fall, the 

time of year when the pregnancy status of many spring-

calving herds is determined, I am often asked to theorize 

why a particular group of cattle have less than the antici-

pated number pregnant. Generally, my options fall into 

one or more of four categories: 1) the bulls‟ fault, 2) the 

cows‟ fault, 3) a disease‟s fault, or 4) nobody‟s fault. 

  

 Bullsô fault ï In order for bulls to get cows preg-

nant, they must be able to produce adequate amounts of 

fertile semen, to find cows that are in heat, and to deliver 

fertile semen to the cows‟ reproductive tract at least once 

during estrus (heat). Testicular damage from physical, 

toxic, genetic, or infectious causes can decrease both the 

number of sperm cells produced and the ability of sperm 

cells to reach and fertilize an ovulated egg within the 

cow‟s reproductive tract. Poor eyesight can interfere with 

a bull‟s ability to find cows in heat; and sore feet, legs, or 

spine can cause a bull to refrain from walking after and 

mounting a cow he detects in heat. Damage to a bull‟s 

penis or prepuce is likely to prevent it from successfully 

delivering semen to the cows‟ reproductive tract.  

Although very few bulls are completely sterile, 

surveys indicate that 10-20% of bulls given a Breeding 

Soundness Examination (BSE) by a veterinarian will fail 

to meet the criteria for a satisfactory breeding bull. Fail-

ing a BSE means that it is likely that those bulls will fail 

to cause pregnancy in a high percentage of cows to which 

they are exposed.  

  

 Cowsô fault ï Cows and heifers must be having 

regular estrous (heat) cycles during the time period they 

are exposed to bulls in order to become pregnant during 

the breeding season. By initiating cycling prior to or early 

in the breeding season, females have several opportuni-

ties to ovulate a fertile egg and become pregnant during a 

limited breeding season. If heifers have not reached pu-

berty or cows have not resumed cycling following the 

birth of their last calf by the first few weeks of a 60 to 70 

day breeding season, they will only have one or two op-

portunities to become pregnant before the bulls are re-

moved from the breeding pasture. Age, weight, and ge-

netics all influence whether a heifer has reached puberty 

by the start of the breeding season. How early in the pre-

vious calving season a cow calved (days postpartum) and 

what level of energy reserve (fat / body condition) she 

has during early lactation determine whether a cow has 

resumed fertile cycles by the start of the breeding season.  

  

 

 Previous years‟ bull infertility problems or cow-

herd nutrition problems (low body condition score) dur-

ing late gestation and early lactation can cause many 

cows to slip late into the calving season before giving 

birth. This late average calving date will increase the risk 

of cows not having enough days postpartum to resume 

cycling early in the next breeding season. In addition, 

limiting forage and feed quality or quantity late in gesta-

tion will cause body condition scores, as an indication of 

body fatness, to decrease to the point where the luxury of 

reproduction is delayed until energy reserves are ade-

quate. Cows that don‟t have enough days postpartum or 

energy reserve are not likely to be expressing estrus 

(heat) and ovulating fertile eggs, and therefore cannot 

become pregnant. 

  

 Diseasesô Fault ï A few infectious diseases can 

cause failure of fertile eggs and sperm to initiate preg-

nancy, or to cause death of a very early embryo. These 

include vibriosis and trichomoniasis. In addition, other 

diseases can cause the death and abortion of fetuses later 

in pregnancy. IBR and BVD viruses, bacterial diseases 

such as leptospirosis, and protozoal diseases such as neo-

sporosis can each cause abortion. Embryo loss or abor-

tion early in the breeding season may allow enough time 

for the cow or heifer to resume cycling and become preg-

nant again before the end of the breeding season. But 

usually, if the breeding season is restricted to 60-70 days, 

abortion will result in cows that are open when examined 

for pregnancy in the fall.  

  

 Nobodyôs Fault ï A certain percentage of fetuses 

have genetic flaws that are fatal. These flaws are not due 

to disease or heritable genetic problems, but rather are a 

testimony to the complexity of biology. These losses are 

probably unavoidable. Typical pregnancy loss due to ge-

netic and other causes between the time of pregnancy di-

agnosis until calving is ½ to 2%.  

 A final reason for pregnancy percentages to be 

lower than desired that falls in the “nobody‟s fault” cate-

gory is that people tend to want above average results 

every year. Remember that if your average pregnancy 

percentage is 94%, one-half of the time you will have 

greater than 94% of the cows pregnant and one-half of 

the time you will have less than 94% of the cows preg-

nant. If your average pregnancy percentage is 94%, year-

to-year pregnancy percentage may range from 91-96% 

and occasionally from 89-98% due to normal biological 

variation. 



Beef Research and Teaching Farm 

Field Day 

The goal of the field day is to showcase 

the beef research and extension pro-

grams conducted at the farm.  Our goal 

is to provide timely and valuable infor-

mation on beef cattle nutrition, repro-

duction, management and genetics to 

area beef producers.  Additional re-

search conducted at the farm and impor-

tant to the beef enterprise including 

forage management, use of by-product 

feeds, animal identification, ultrasound 

and weighing technologies, among 

other topics will be showcased. 

Highlights  
§ Pasture Walk 
§ Free Luncheon 
§ Onsite Premise ID Registration 
§ Equipment Displays 
§ One-on-One Farm Tours 
§ Latest Science on: 

Reproductive Management 
Nutrition 
Management 
Genetics 

Sponsors (to date): 

Accurate Superior Sales 

Fort Dodge Animal Health 

Hatton Vermeer Sales 

Missouri Farmer Today 

Modern Farm Equipment 

Priefert Ranch Equipment 

Zeitlow Distributing 

 

 

 
For more information contact: 
 Phillip Brooks, Farm Mgr: 573-823-7930 
 Bob Weaber, Ext. Specialist: 573-882-5479 
 Justin Sexten, Ext. Specialist: 573-882-8154 
Free Meal RSVP: 
 Angie Gallatin, Farm Sec.: 573-882-2829 

 
Visit http://animalsciences.missouri.edu/research/brtf/ 

Schedule at a Glance: 

 
8:00 AM Registration begins (open throughout day) 

  Coffee and donutsñvisit with sponsors 

9:15 AM òEffects of residual feed intake selection: from 
conception to slaughter.ó 

 Dr. Gene Felton, University of West Virginia 

10:15 AM  òEconomic impacts of pharmaceutical technologies in 
modern beef production.ó 

 Dr. John Lawrence, Iowa State University 

11:00 AM  Applying TechnologyñSession 1 

 Poster Information  

12:00 PM Free Luncheon 

 Faculty speakers 

 Door Prize Drawing 

1:00 PM Applying TechnologyñSession 2 

 Sponsor Tent  

 Poster Information 

2:00 PM Pasture Walk           

3:00 PM  Equipment Demonstrations                                       
Hay wrapper 
Co-Product Storage Exercise     

Vertical Mixer 

4:30 PM Conclusion 

 

Date: September 18, 2008 

Time: 8:00 AMñ4:30 PM 

Where: Univ. of  Missouri South Farm 
The Beef  Research and Teaching Farm is located south of Columbia, MO 

off US-63 on Old Millers Rd. adjacent to the KOMU TV station and tower. 

Applying Technology Sessions: 

§ GrowSafe system and feed intake effects 

§ Selecting and using growth promoting implants 

§ Choosing feed additives 

§ Sire selection for feed efficiency 
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Greenville, MO 63944 
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Goats July 26 

Oregon Co. 
Sheep July 18 

Fruitland 

22-40 lbs. 80 cwt. 41-47 lbs. $73-81 cwt. 

45-60 lbs $100 cwt. 50-58 lbs. $75-82.50  

61-80 lbs. $95 cwt. 60-68 lbs. $81-90  

  70-82 lbs. $75-87  

  85-88 lbs. $86-94  

Cattle August 8th   

Steers  Heifers  

200-300 lbs. $110 cwt. 200-300 lbs. $105 cwt. 

300-400 lbs. $105-114 300-400 lbs. $95-104 

400-500 lbs. $97-116.50 400-500 lbs. $90.50-104 

500-600 lbs $102-109 500-600 lbs. $90-102 

600-700 lbs. $96.50-104 600-700 lbs $87-95.50 

700-800 lbs. Scarce 700-800 lbs. $87.50 

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI MARKET REPORTS 

 


