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UPCOMING DATES: 
 

August 19-21, 2009 

Butler County Fair 

Poplar Bluff, MO 

 

August 25-26, 2009 

Grazing School 

Cape Co. Extension Office 
 

 

September 1, 2009 

Enrollment Deadline for May 

2010 Show-Me-Select Sale 

 

September 3-5, 2009 

Reynolds County Fair 

Redford, MO 
 

September 9-12, 2009 

Ripley County Fair 

Doniphan, MO 

 

September 12-19, 2009 

SEMO District Fair 

Cape Girardeau, MO 

 

October 2-3, 2009 

Madison County Fair 

Fredericktown, MO 
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 I have had a few questions on endophyte or ergot poisoning more com-

monly known as fescue foot.  The recent problem has been in cows that are other-

wise healthy come up limping or lame and may eventually die.  Other symptoms 

include not shedding hair, continually standing in water,  losing the switch on tails, 

and general unhealthy appearance.  Other unseen problems include constricted 

blood vessels, increased respiration rate and core body temperature, failure to pro-

duce milk, suppressed immune system, lowered pregnancy rate, thickened placenta 

in horses and birthing difficulty.  Older animals and specifically pregnant mares 

are especially affected. 

 Ergot alkaloids produced by a fungus in fescue are the cause of the prob-

lems.  The alkaloids are highest in late spring when seed heads are present in fes-

cue, such as right now.   The symptoms have a delayed affect and typically do not 

appear until the hot summer months.   An added problem with the ergot poisoning 

is that the highest concentration occurs the same time we are baling hay.  The er-

got is not reduced in stored hay and therefore ergot poisoning can be seen in late 

winter due to feeding toxic hay.   

 There are some options you can use to manage the fescue and ergot in pas-

tures and hay.   It is first recommended to get your fields tested for endophyte.   

1. Replace the old fescue with endophyte free or a non-toxic endophyte variety.  

This is the best way to control the ergot problem but can be costly an impracti-

cal.  

2. Rotational grazing to keep the pastures vegetative and reduce the number of 

more-toxic seed heads.  Seed heads contain 5 times more ergovaline than 

leaves. 

3. Dilute the fescue with other forages such as legumes and orchardgrass. 

4. Provide alternate grasses to graze during the summer such as Bermuda or na-

tive warm season grasses. 

5. Supplement livestock with feeds or non-toxic forage to reduce the amount of 

toxic forage consumed. 

6. Do not fertilize toxic forages with high rates of nitrogen. 

7. Ammoniate infected hay to reduce ergot. 
 

If you are interested in getting your pastures tested for ergovaline concentration 

contact me for more information. 
 

Information taken from Tall Fescue Toxicosis and Management written by Craig Roberts, Univer-

sity of Missouri and John Andrae, University of Georgia. 

FESCUE FOOT 

SMS SALE REPORT 

 The fall calving Show-Me-Select Heifer sale was held on May 2nd with 

excellent results.  Nineteen consignors enrolled 126 heifers which sold in 71 lots.  

The average for the sale was $1401.  AI bred heifers averaged $128 more than 

natural bred heifers indicating buyers were looking for quality and genetics.  

Heifers consigned to the sale were enrolled in September of 2008 and went 

through a management program before qualifying for the sale.  If you are inter-

ested in enrolling heifers for the May 2010 sale the deadline is September 1. 



IMPORTED FIRE ANTS 

 Imported fire ants (IFA) pose serious threats to 

people, young/newborn animals, crops, and agricul-

tural equipment.  These non-native pests often make 

their way into hay bales, which are then transported to 

other areas where new colonies can become estab-

lished. 

 Recent drought conditions in many areas of 

the United States resulted in a great demand for hay, 

and bales from ant-infested areas were shipped to re-

gions where the pests had previously not been present. 

As dry conditions continue in many parts of the coun-

try, the chances that IFA will again spread to new ar-

eas are great. 

 Fortunately, there are a number of practical 

ways to not only prevent initial infestations but also 

limit the spread of these harmful ants. 

 Imported fire ants (Solenopsis invicta Buren, 

S. richteri Forel, and their hybrid) may look like ordi-

nary ants, but they are far from ordinary. They are 

best distinguished by their aggressive behavior and 

mound-shaped nests. These ants are 1/8 to 1/4-inch 

long and reddish-brown or black in color (fig.1). They 

live in colonies inside hard, moundshaped nests. 

While these colonies vary in size, a mature colony can 

grow to 300,000 ants. In addition, the mounds can get 

quite large, inhibiting field-worker activities and dam-

aging farm equipment during times of cultivation and 

harvest. 

 IFA respond rapidly and aggressively when 

disturbed, clamping onto their victims with powerful 

jaws and stinging them repeatedly. Each sting injects 

a dose of venom that causes a burning sensation, earn-

ing these pests the name fire ants.  IFA sting an esti-

mated 14 million people each year in the United 

States. These stings produce itching blisters that can 

become infected. Although very uncommon, in severe 

cases, the stings can send sensitive victims into shock 

or cause death. 

 IFA often eat insects, but they will feed on al-

most any type of plant and animal material. These 

ants pose a direct danger to many plants, trees, and 

agricultural crops. They eat the buds of young trees 

and also feed on the germinating seeds of more than 

125 native wildflowers and grasses. 

 The impact of IFA in Texas alone is estimated 

to be $1.2 billion each year. 
 

 IFA were unintentionally introduced into the 

United States from South America almost 100 years 

ago. As of 2008, IFA infested more than 320 million 

acres in 13 States (Alabama, Arkansas, California, Flor-

ida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, 

North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 

and Texas) and Puerto Rico. IFA commonly move to 

new, non-infested areas by hitchhiking on agricultural 

commodities, including baled hay. 

 The U.S. Department of Agricultureôs Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) works to 

prevent further IFA spread by enforcing a Federal quar-

antine and cooperating with IFA-infested States to regu-

late the movement of certain articles. 

Regulated articles include: 

¶ baled hay and baled straw that are stored in direct     

       contact with the ground; 

¶ soil; 

¶ plants and sod with roots and soil attached that are  

¶ stored outdoors and intended for commercial sale; 

       used soil-moving equipment; and 

¶ any other article or means of conveyance determined 

to pose a risk of spreading IFA. 

 There are also a number of helpful practices hay 

buyers can follow to help reduce new IFA infestations: 

¶ Ask if the hay you buy contains ants, and visually  

      inspect the hay bales when they are delivered to   

      you. If possible, request that the hay be certified  

      for movement by the State from which it is shipped. 

¶ Monitor for IFA in areas where hay bales are located  

      and continue monitoring throughout the period that  

      the bales remain onsite. 

¶ If you find any ants, correctly identify them.  

 If you need assistance, contact your State or lo-

cal cooperative extension office.  
 

USDA and APHIS Program Aid No. 1996 



STORING HAY BALES 

 Hay season is upon us and if you are a master 

planner you were able to get some or all of your hay 

up in between the rains.  Now that you have put up 

good quality hay it is in your best interest to store it 

properly to keep the high quality.  A study conducted 

by the University of Tennessee measured the percent 

hay loss of different storage methods.  Hay was put 

up in June and weighed.  It was then weighed again 

in January before feeding.  Obviously the best stor-

age method is in a barn but other alternatives come 

close.  Donôt let the weather steal away valuable nu-

trients for your livestock.  Take the time to store your 

hay properly.  The chart below summarizes the re-

sults: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dr. Clyde Lane, University of Tennessee De-

partment of Animal Science.  AS-BV14 

GRAZING SCHOOLS 

 The May grazing school held in Park Hills was 

a great success.  If you missed it there are others that 

have seats available.  Below is a list of the closest 

schools.  If none of these fit your schedule, you can 

visit  http://agebb.missouri.edu/mfgc/schools.htm for 

a complete list.   

DATE LOCATION CONTACT 

July 22-

24 
Houston 

Sandy Wooten 

417-967-2028 ext. 4 

Aug. 3-5 Ozark/Douglas Co. 
Stacy Hambelton 

417-778-7490 

Aug. 25-

26 
Jackson 

Patty Roth 

573-883-3566 ext. 3 

Sept. 1-3 Willow Springs 
Bill Doig 

417-256-2391 

WAYNE CO. EXTENSION FUNDRAISER 

 The Wayne County  University of Missouri 

Extension Council is having a fundraiser to support 

Extension programming in Wayne County.  The 

council is teaming up with Schwanôs to have a truck-

load event sale.  The sale will be  Saturday, June 6th.  

The Schwanôs truck will be at the parking lot next to 

Rickôs Auto Parts in Piedmont from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

both days.  Pre-order forms and books are available 

from any extension council member or from the ex-

tension office in Greenville.  For questions call 573-

224-5600 ext. 8. 

Thanks to all who caught my mistake in the last 

newsletter! 

SPOTTED KNAPWEED 

  Spotted knapweed has been recently added to 

Missouriôs noxious weed list.  It is predominate in 

southwest and south central Missouri but is slowly 

creeping its way into our area.  The plants are very 

invasive and will rob your fields of good pasture.  It is 

very hard to control once it is established.  In south-

west Missouri, the MO Department of Conservation, 

MO Department of Transportation and MO University 

of Extension is teaming up and using insects for bio-

logical control.  If you have spotted knapweed in your 

field, contact me and we will try to formulate a plan.  

For more information and to view pictures go to  
http://extension.missouri.edu/webster/webster/agric/

spottedknapweed.shtml 

Type of Storage Percentage (%) Hay Loss 

On ground, no cover 37% 

On tires, no cover 29% 

On ground, covered 29% 

On tires, covered 8% 

Net wrap on ground 19% 

In barn 6% 

http://extension.missouri.edu/webster/webster/agric/spottedknapweed.shtml
http://extension.missouri.edu/webster/webster/agric/spottedknapweed.shtml
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Goats May 30th 

Oregon Co. 
Sheep May 15th 

Fruitland 

Selection 1  30-44 lbs. 105-110 cwt. 

45-60 lbs. $137 cwt. 40-68 lbs. $123-134 cwt. 

61-80 lbs $120 cwt. 70-75 lbs. $126-134 cwt. 

81 + lbs. $80 cwt.   

Selection 2    

45-60 lbs. 127 cwt.   

61-80 lbs. 105 cwt.   

Cattle May 29th Southeast  

Steers  Heifers  

300-400 lbs. $110-123 300-400 lbs. $102.50-123 

400-500 lbs. $100-116 400-500 lbs. $92.75-105.5 

500-600 lbs $97.50-109 500-600 lbs. $86-103 

600-700 lbs. $97-105.50 600-700 lbs $82.50-96 

700-800 lbs. $87-96 700-800 lbs. $76.50-88 

800-900 lbs $79-90 Pkg. 880 lbs. $75.50 

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI MARKET REPORTS 

 

Market reports can be found at www.ams.usda.gov 


