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UPCOMING DATES: 
 

May 29, 2008 

Goat Parasite Workshop 

Perry Co. Ext. Office 

4—6 p.m. 

 

August 7-17, 2008 

MO State Fair 

Sedalia, MO 

 

August 20-23, 2008 

Butler Co. Fair 

Poplar Bluff, MO 

 

August 28-30, 2008 

Reynolds Co. Fair 

Centerville, MO 

 

September 3-6, 2008 

Ripley Co. Fair 

Doniphan, MO 

 

September 6-13, 2008 

SEMO District Fair 

Cape Girardeau, MO 

 

October 2-4, 2008 

Madison Co. Fair 

Fredericktown, MO 
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 Last year’s drought made a great environment for unwanted and poisonous 

plants to grow. Most of the time these plants taste or smell bad to the animal. How-

ever, if the animal is desperate for something to eat, a poisonous plant may taste pretty 

good. Animals can also accidentally eat a poisonous plant when grazing or eating 

grains. This makes it all the more worthwhile to monitor your pastures and fields and 

kill plants that could be harmful. 

 There are several poisonous plants common to Missouri. Jimsonweed, snow-

on-the-mountain, croton and wild indigo are typically found in open pastures. Shady 

areas normally house plants like white snakeroot, bracken fern, pokeweed, and buck-

eye. Creeks and ditches serve as growing areas for water and poison hemlock, black 

nightshade, and horsetail. Fields that have been cultivated can accommodate cockle-

bur, jimsonweed, milkweed, pigweed and johnsongrass in them. Wild cherry, milk-

weed, and pokeweed are found along fence and hedgerows. 

 Several signs associated with the consumption of toxic parts of plants are dif-

ficult breathing, dilation of the pupils, poor appetite, staggering, weakness, convul-

sions, paralysis, diarrhea, vomiting, excessive salivation, high fever, bloat, and possi-

bly death. Horses tend to have more problems with toxicity due to the fact that they 

cannot vomit. If you suspect any of your animals consumed a poisonous plant call a 

veterinarian immediately. If the animal has died the stomach contents need to be ana-

lyzed to determine which type of plant was eaten. Inspect your pastures and fencerows 

for suspicious plants and have them identified by your local extension office or the 

Weed Identification Service at the University of Missouri. It is best to remove your 

livestock from the infected area until all of the poisonous plants have been destroyed. 

Eradicate the toxic plants by mowing or spraying with the recommended herbicide. 

For more information on poisonous plants and their effects on livestock contact your 

local University Extension office and ask for MU Guide G4970. 

PLANTS POISONOUS TO LIVESTOCK 

GOAT PARASITE WORKSHOP 

 Are you having a hard time deciding what dewormer to use on your goats or 

sheep this year?  Is your current dewormer just not working well enough?  Control of 

parasites, particularly the barber pole worm, is one of the biggest problems goat and 

sheep producers face.  There is a growing problem of goats and sheep becoming resis-

tant to many of the dewormers on the market today. 

 There are several things you can do to help prevent resistance to dewormers 

and also help reduce the number of times you deworm your animals.  The Perry 

County Extension office is sponsoring a goat parasite workshop on May 29 that in-

cludes a FAMACHA©
 training and certification program.  The FAMACHA© program, 

developed in Africa, is an on-farm method to evaluate parasite infestation by compar-

ing the mucous membranes of the eyes to a colored chart.  The chart has five levels 

with level one animals being a healthy bright red color and five being almost white, 

indicating severe anemia.  Anyone wishing to receive an eye chart must go through 

the training. 

 If you are interested in attending the goat parasite workshop on May 29, 2008 

at the Perry County Extension Office in Perryville, please call the Perry County Ex-

tension office at 573-547-4504 by May 12 for registration information.  The program 

will begin at 4:00 in the afternoon so we have enough daylight to evaluate live ani-

mals.  Pre-registration is required so that the eye charts can be ordered.  Anyone not 

registered by the May 12 deadline will not get their eye charts until approximately 2 

weeks after the program. 



ALGAE CONTROL IN TANKS STOCKPILING FESCUE 

 Now is the time to think about how you are 

going to feed your cattle through the winter. You can 

always rely on the time old tradition of feeding hay. 

It will cost about $25 per bale to mow, rake and bale 

this year. That is not including the fertilizer you remove 

from that field when you take the forage off. Each bale 

of hay constitutes to about $53 worth of fertilizer. Add 

that all together and it costs about $78 per bale. Hay is 

not bad to feed but if you figure up the costs associated 

with it and the relatively poor nutritional value of most 

hays, you are better off doing something else. 

Stockpiling fescue may be a more sensible way to man-

age your cattle during the winter. The biggest problem 

associated with stockpiling fescue is having enough 

pasture in reserve to keep animals off after August 1st. 

The best pastures to save are the ones that you have 

clipped, mowed or grazed the topgrowth before June 

1st. This will allow for maximum growth in September 

and later. Applying 60 to 80 lbs. of nitrogen fertilizer 

around the 15th of August will increase your yield, 

even in dry years such as this one. 

In trial studies performed on research farms a few years 

ago, stockpiled tall fescue was the cheapest feed used 

to winter cattle at a cost of $22.33 per acre for 125 

grazing days. Hay was estimated at $56.00 per ton and 

winter annual pastures cost $70.33 per acre for 93 graz-

ing days. The nutritional value of stockpiled fescue can 

far exceed that of hay. During the months of November 

and December the percent crude protein of stockpiled 

fescue is typically 14% and rarely falls below 11.5% in 

late December. Typical averages for grass hay quality 

can range from 12% crude protein from hay cut in May 

to a low of 6% for late June and July cuttings with the 

average being 10% crude protein. 

The best way to graze stockpiled fescue is to strip graze 

the pasture after October 15th. This is usually accom-

plished by stretching an electric wire across the field 

using temporary posts and allowing animals access to 

as much pasture as they will clean up in 3-4 weeks. At 

the end of that period move the wire back the same dis-

tance and allow cattle to clean up that area. By strip 

grazing, you can save up to 40% of your forage from 

waste. 

Stockpiling tall fescue for winter grazing is a very fea-

sible and economic way to supply your animals with 

good-quality winter forage. Remembering a few key 

dates to manage your stockpiled fescue can be critical 

to the production and quality. Remove cattle by August 

1st to allow for fall growth, apply nitrogen fertilizer 

around August 15th, and hold off grazing until after 

October 15th.  Happy grazing! 

 Recently I have had a few questions about 

removing algae from water tanks.  Hot dry weather is 

just around the corner and makes for an excellent 

breeding ground for slime type bacteria growth in 

water tanks. If the water is from a deep well you may 

also have some problems with iron bacteria causing 

the green slime growth that you are seeing. Methods 

for algae control are listed below.  

Chlorine Bleach 
To shock the tank initially you probably need to have 

3 to 5 ppm of chlorine in the water. Then add 2-3 

ounces of 5.25% sodium hypochlorite (unscented 

laundry bleach) per 100 gallons of tank capacity 

every week. The chlorine will dissipate more rapidly 

in hot weather or if organic material is present in the 

tank. Do not use pipeline sanitizer or swimming pool 

chlorine. Beef cattle can handle chlorine levels be-

tween 50 ppm and 100 ppm without harm, so it is 

hard to create problems with too much chlorine, al-

though the taste may prevent them from drinking 

what they need during the hot weather. 

Copper Sulfate 
Add copper sulphate (Bluestone or Blue Vitrol) at the 

rate of 1/8 teaspoon per 100 gallons of water to kill 

existing algae. It should then be mechanically re-

moved. Cover or shade the tanks to help slow algae 

growth.  Do not use copper sulfate if you raise sheep. 

Zinc Sulfate 
Dissolve one cup of zinc sulfate in one gallon of 

warm water and put 1/2 cup of this solution per 100 

gallons of water in tanks as often as necessary (it will 

depend on number of animals drinking, amount of 

organic material in trough, and weather). Or if bird 

manure on the roof is not a factor, direct runoff from 

galvanized roofs into waterers. 

Goldfish 
Add 4-6 goldfish per 100 gallons of tank capacity. 

Water temperature should be at least 60°F for best 

fish survival, so spring-fed waterers or tanks with a 

constant water turnover may have inconsistent algae 

control. Remember you're trading the presence of 

algae for the presence of fish feces. Take the goldfish 

inside the house before fall frost and put them back 

out again in summer.  

 

Information taken from Bob Schulthesis, Extension 

Natural Resource Engineer, Webster County. 

 



WHAT SHOULD I DO WHEN MOTHER NATURE RUINS MY FENCES?  
 

by Joe Koenen, Agricultural Business Specialist , Putnam County 

 This winter and spring has caused many chal-

lenges for rural landowners here in Missouri. They have 

included ice, tornados, wind and floods along with the 

long winter we’ve had.  All of these problems Mother 

Nature has dealt us have had an adverse effect on fences 

in many areas of the state. Let’s discuss what you can 

(and can’t) do when repairing or replacing fences along a 

property line in particular.  

  Many landowners in our state are facing the prob-

lem of repairing boundary fences (between 2 or more 

neighbors) as well as water gaps too, sometimes on a 

regular basis this spring. Some of the key questions that 

may arise as a result of this are:  

 

(1) Can I go onto my neighbor’s property in order to 

remove tree limbs or repair my water gap? From a legal 

standpoint, Missouri’s fence law provides that you may 

go onto your neighbor’s land to repair a boundary fence. 

That would include removing anything that is obstructing 

it such as brush, trees, etc. However, it must be obstruct-

ing the fence in order for you to have the authority to do 

that. I would also suggest contacting the neighbor before 

doing that if there’s any way to reach them letting them 

know what you plan on doing.   

 

(2) Who has the responsibility for taking care of the wa-

ter gaps? I have heard several things on this over the 

years such as the person downstream is responsible for 

them to we split them 50 -50. Neither of those has any 

basis in the law either. Water gap maintenance is deter-

mined by which portion of the fence the water gap is on 

(assuming you both own livestock in the general law 

counties).   

 

(3) Can’t we just put up a “hot wire” fence and be done 

with it? The potential problem with putting up a high ten-

sile or 2-strand electric or other type of fencing is that 

while you and your current neighbor may agree to that, it 

doesn’t qualify as a legal fence in most cases and so you 

may have to replace it with a “legal” fence later on if a 

landowner changes and the new one doesn’t agree to that.  

In some cases the fence may in bad enough shape or non-

existent so that it needs to be replaced completely.  Some 

other issues come up when we have to replace the fence 

completely.  

 

(4) Where do we locate a new fence when we’re replac-

ing an old one? This may be the most complicated ques-

tion we’ve discussed so far. The easiest answer would 

hopefully be put it in the same place where it was.  How-

ever, that can cause a couple of other issues.  Was the old 

fence on the exact property line? If it wasn’t, will both 

parties agree to move it there (and can you agree that the 

new line is the right line)? Land surveys today are much 

more accurate than they were years ago but they’re not 

always in agreement and have changed over the years 

(different spots). If the fence has been in its current loca-

tion for a long time, one party may refuse to move it cit-

ing adverse possession. Adverse possession is a legal 

term that says if a fence has served as a boundary for 10 

or more consecutive years and no one has argued other-

wise, it can become the legal boundary. In order to move 

that fence to a different location if one neighbor refuses 

citing that, a court would have to rule on it and that is ex-

pensive (hiring an attorney, etc.).  

 

(5) We need to remove the brush along where the fence 

will be put, can I just doze the old fence and the brush 

out? If both parties own livestock (assuming we’re in a 

general law and not a local option law county where it 

would automatically apply), then first off you both are 

equally responsible for the fence. In order to remove 

what’s left of an existing fence or doze out the line, you 

must both agree to that because you both own and undi-

vided 100% of the fence. Second, tradition in Missouri 

says 10 feet on both sides of the line can be cleared to put 

in a new fence.  However, a tradition is not the law.  I do 

suggest that the 10 feet is common sense and will avoid 

problems with the fence later on but if a neighbor just 

refuses, then you can’t remove trees or brush that are not 

obstructing the fence line. The “sticky” issue is that if the 

neighbor does not want the fence taken out, you cannot 

legally take out any of it (unless only one of you has live-

stock in a general law county).   

 

(6) I’ve just decided to put a fence 10 feet inside my 

property line and not hassle with the neighbor. While 

you can certainly do that, you and your neighbor will 

then want to put something in writing on both deeds to 

avoid potential adverse possession claims down the road.  

   

Hopefully this answers a few of the most common ques-

tions being asked right now.  You can get a copy of the 

University Extension guide on fence law at  http://

extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/agecon/

g00810.htm or at your local Extension Office in your 

county. Specific fencing and boundary questions can be 

directed to me at koenenj@missouri.edu or through your 

local office too. Remember that this information is for 

educational purposes and is not intended to be a sub-

stitute for competent legal advice.                                                                                                                       

http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/agecon/g00810.htm
http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/agecon/g00810.htm
http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/agecon/g00810.htm
mailto:koenenj@missouri.edu
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Goats Koshkonong 

May 1, 2008 
Sheep Fruitland 

May 17, 2008 

20-44 lbs. $85 cwt. 41-45 lbs. $105-108 cwt. 

45-60 lbs $140  50-56 lbs. $115-119  

61-80 lbs. $132  60-68 lbs. $126-132 

Over 80   $65  70-75 lbs. $118-121 

  80-82 lbs. $111-115 

Cattle Southeast MO   

Steers  Heifers  

300-400 lbs. $108-122 cwt. 200-300 lbs. $106-110 cwt. 

400-500 lbs. $105-118 300-400 lbs. $94-113 

500-600 lbs. $104-117 400-500 lbs. $94-113 

600-700 lbs $95.5-107.5 500-600 lbs. $90.5-109.5 

700-800 lbs. $95.5-103 600-700 lbs $90-104 

800-900 lbs. $94-97.5 700-800 lbs. $87-90.25 Feeder Pigs Weekly direct 

40 lbs. $33.25-36.00 ea. 

MARKET REPORT May 16, 2008 


