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March 27, 2009
SEMO Bull Sale
Farmington Livestock Auct

March 27-28, 2009
Sheep and Goat Conf.
Jefferson City, MO

April 2, 2009
Pasture Walk
Ripley County

April 4 and June 6
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Piedmont, MO

April 8, 2009
Women in Ag Program
SamA-Baker Lodge
Patterson, MO

April 30, 2009
Beef Profitability Workshop
Van Buren, MO

May 2, 2009
SE ShowMe-Select Sale
Fruitland Livestock Auct.

May 5-6, 2009
Grazing School
Mineral Area College
Park Hills, MO
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Ke n drlLavéssck News

LARGER CALVES THIS YEAR?

I have had a lot of people tell me they have had larger calves this year.
Not to say they had increased calving difficulty but the calves weighed a good
10 pounds or more than last year. If you have noticed this occurrence in your
herd this year dondét be too hasty t
Remember two years ago we had a major drought that caused us to feed hay ir
the middle of summer. Your hay does not contain the-gigility nutrients
available in grass. If you did not supplement with feed or provide cows with
good quality hay, they may have been a little on the thin side going into calving.
Thin cows can produce smaller calves. Now moving on to last year, we had an
abundance of rain, grass and clover. Most producers were grazing all the way
December or later. This higher quality grass allowed our cows to add a little
weight to themselves and in turn to their unborn calves. A big calf is not a bad
thing to have if the cow is able to have it on her own.

This brings me to another point that needs to be made on cow nutrition.
Dondét take the smaller calves as a
Study after study and experience after experience has shown that thin cows ha
more calving problems than cows in good or slightly overweight condition. It
has also been shown that cows on a declining plane of nutrition before calving
take longer to breed back or do not breed back at all in the set breeding period.
This really hits your pocketbook when selling those weaned calves born late in
the calving season, or waiting for the next calving season to sell a calf off of tha
COW.

In these tough times it is important to watch your input costs. However,
it is not a good idea to sacrifice cattle performance to the point where the cow is
not breeding back or delivering a healthy calf. By using tools such as soil test-
ing to help your pastures grow and hay testing to determine what if any supple-
ments are needed you make sound economic decisions.

NEW PHONE NUMBER!

The Wayne County courthouse has recently switched to a new phone
system for all offices in the court
phone number has changed. The new numief3224-5600 extension 8
You will hear a recording when the phone first picks up and you may dial the
extension at any time during the recording. Our old number will still work for
a while but it will be forwarded to the recording. Our fax number remains the
same 573224-3037.



PASTURE WALK

Wi nterds fury is abo
The question you need t
pastures and cattle rea

preparation, the Ripley County University of Missou

Extension Council and Ripley County Soils and Waferincluded for sale include 28 Angus, 6 Charolais, 4

Conservation District is sponsoring a Pasture Walk
the farm of Jim Beal near Doniphan. The program
will be held on Thursday, April™@at 5:30 p.m. The

SWCD will provide a light meal and the cost for the

program is $5 per person. Scholarships are available www.semobeef.com

by request.

One of the speakers for the evening will be
Gerald Bryan, Extension Agronomy Specialist, who
will talk about weeds and how to control them.
Weeds can be very invasive and rob your grass anc
clover of precious nutrients and space. With the
proper management and control you can increase t
amount of pasture you have to graze and use for ha
Other speakers for the program include Melissa
Welch, NRCS Resource Conservationist, and Sam
James, SWCD District Technician. Melissa will ex-
plain what the EQIP program is and how to become
involved. Sam will go over the new cesdtare pro-
gram the Soils and Water Conservation Districts are
offering. Finally, Kendra Graham, Extension Live-
stock Specialist, will speak about cattle nutrition ang
body condition scoring.

If you are interested in attending the pasture
walk, we ask that you please pegister with the Rip-
ley County Extension office by calling 58862921
or emailing them atipleyco@missouri.edby March
31st so we can have a meal count. Directions to thg
Jim Beal farm will be given when you register. Plea
feel free to bring a lawn chair.

SHOW-ME-SELECT HEIFER SALE

The Fall Calving Southeast Missouri Sho
-Me-Select sale will be held on Saturday, May

2nd at the Fruitland Livestock Auction starting af

1p.m.

SEMO BULL SALE

ut
0 Teated Bull Bwaeumill bechkeld Fridag, Mardi A7theat 7
d .M. d the Haomingtan ILipestocloAuctioni 40 fbullsy
i will be available for sale from area producers. Bulls

at Hereford, 1 Lim Flex, and 1 Red Angus. | have a fe
catalogs in my office or you can contact Darrell Auf-
denberg, sale manager, at £48-2756 for one. The
sale information is also available on the web at

semobeef.com

y.

BEEF PROFITABILITY WORKSHOP

With grain prices unstable and livestock
prices falling, farmers are looking at big losses
this year. Better management and improved
marketing strategies are going to be the keys t¢
survival. On April 30th, the Carter County Ex-
tension Council will be sponsoring a Beef Profit
ability seminar presented by Kendra Graham,
Livestock Specialist. Topics to be covered in-
clude the latest information on grain and live-
stock prices, tools available for managing feed
prices and livestock price risk, and setting up
your livestock enterprise for lorgrm profitabil-
ity. Contact the Carter County Extension office
at 5733234418 to register.
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GRAZING SCHOOLS

Dates for area grazing schools have now beg

set. The Missouri Regional Grazing Schools are edu- gytension Council is having a fundraiser to support

cational programs taught by the Natural Resource

Conservation Service (NRCS) and University of Mist

souri Extension (MU). The schools serve three pur-
poses: 1) educate producers and agency personnel
the art and science of grazing management; 2) tran

new technology in grassland management to produg
ers and agency personnel; 3) qualify producers for the 414 gays. Prerder forms and books are available

state DSP3 costhare programs. All schools must
address the following core subject matter in some
form or another:

Introduction to Managemeiiitensive grazing
Resource evaluation

Plant growth

Forage quality

Livestock nutrition on pasture

Soil fertility and landscape ecology

Layout and design

Fence and water technology

Economics

Tying it all together
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Below is a list of the closest schools. If none of thes
fit your schedule, you can visit
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mfgc/schools.litma
complete list.

DATE LOCATION CONTACT

Apr.1617|  Rolia 5733646202

May 56 | MAC, Park Hills 57353%5%22“_ 3
May 1315 Hartville 412/“75‘;51)/ ;/g/zgaergt. 3
May 1415 | Gasconade Co. %'?gi%%ﬁ'%d
July 2224 Houston 41?-323}/23\;%05?. 4

Aug. 35 | Ozark/Douglas Ca. Szalc%/ 7|—7|gr;128|(§on
Aug. 2526 Jackson 573g§§)3/5%%t2xt. 3

Sept. 3 | Willow Springs 4197’25[)6;);%91

[N dates: Saturday, April 4th and Saturday, April 6th.

WAYNE CO. EXTENSION FUNDRAISER

n The Wayne County University of Missouri

Extension programming in Wayne County. The
counci l i's teaming up
load event sale. The sale will be on two different
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from any extension council member or from the ex
tension office in Greenville. For questions or to-pre
order call 573245600 ext. 8.

WOMEN IN AG PROGRAM

The third annual Wayne/Madison Women In

Ag conference is scheduled for Wednesday, April 8
€ 2009 at SarA-Baker Lodge in Patterson, MO from

8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Topics for the conference inclug

vices, farm loans, forest management, the Beef Chg
-off, and gardening/horticulture. There is no charge
attend and lunch is provided thanks to our sponsors
Preregistration is required by calling the Farm Ser-
vice Agency in Greenville at 573243410 ext. 2.
You must register by April 1st.

GOAT & SHEEP CONFERENCE

held March 2728 at George Washington Carver
Farm in Jefferson City, MO. Topics include goat
breeds, parasite control, CL, diseases, Al and emb
transfer, carcass evaluation, sheep selection, hoof
care, showing sheep and goats, and nutrition. | ha
registration forms in the office. For more informa-
tion you can contact Helen Swartz or Vonna Kesel
573681-5312.
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