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Regional Office 

3003 E. Chestnut Expressway 

Suite 200 

Springfield, 65802 

(417) 865-0707 

Fax: (417) 865-2006 

 

Barry County  
Courthouse 

700 Main, Suite 4 

Cassville, 65625 

(417) 847-3161 

Fax: (417) 847-3162 

 

Barton County 
801 East 12th Street 

Lamar, 64759 

(417) 682-3579/682-4125 

Fax: (417) 682-4125 

 

Cedar County 
P.O. Box 840 

Stockton, 65785 

(417) 276-3313 

Fax: (417) 276-8345 

 

Christian County 

105 N. Second St. 

PO Box 160 

Ozark, 65721 

(417) 581-3558 

Fax: (417) 485-4802 

 

Dade County 
300 W. Water, Suite 2 

Greenfield, 65661 

(417) 637-2112 

Fax: (417) 637-2113 

 

Dallas County 
Courthouse 

P.O. Box 1070 

Buffalo, 65622 

(417) 345-7551 

 

EXTENSION OFFICES IN SOUTHWEST MISSOURI  

Greene County 
833 Boonville 

Springfield, 65802 

(417) 862-9284 

Fax: (417) 862-1809 

 

Greene Annex - FNEP 
305 E. Walnut, Box 31 

Suite 111 

Springfield, 65806 

(417) 866-3039 

Fax: (417) 866-0849 

 

Hickory  County 
Courthouse Annex 

P.O. Box 187 

Hermitage, 65668 

(417) 745-6767 

Fax: (417) 745-2324 

 

Jasper County 
Courthouse, 302 South Main 

Carthage, 64836 

(417) 358-2158 

Fax: (417) 358-2159 

 

Lawrence County 
Courthouse 

P.O. Box 388 

Mt. Vernon, 65712 

(417) 466-3102 

 

McDonald County 
Old Courthouse 

P.O. Box 336 

Pineville, 64856 

(417) 223-4775 

 

Newton County 
Smith Hall 

601 Laclede 

Neosho, Mo. 64850 

(417) 455-9500 
Fax: (417) 455-9505 

Polk County 
451 S. Albany 

Bolivar, 65613 

(417) 326-4916 

Fax: (417) 326-8248 

 

Stone County 
Courthouse Annex 

P.O. Box 345 

Galena, 65656 

(417) 357-6812 

Toll free: 1-866-357-6812 

Fax: (417) 357-8442 

 

Taney County 
122 Felkins Ave. 

P.O. Box 598  

Forsyth, MO 65653 

(417) 546-4431 

Toll-free: 888-504-0443 

Fax: (417) 546-4457 

 

Webster County 

800 S. Marshall St. 

Marshfield, 65706 

(417) 859-2044 

Fax: (417) 468-2086 

 

TCRC 

P.O. Box 718 

Reeds Spring, 65737 

(417) 272-8707 or  

Toll free: 800-730-8272 

 

Southwest Research Center 

14548 Hwy. H 

Mt. Vernon, 65712 

(417) 466-2148  

Fax: 466-2109 
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Business specialists work to make Missouriôs businesses and professionals successful by providing 

information, training, counseling and seminars.  

 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

Specialists with this focus 

can help with the following:  
¶ customer service  

¶ product pricing 

¶ improving management of 

businesses and industries 

¶ pre-business counseling 

¶ new technology applica-

tion and use 

¶ financing small businesses 

¶ feasibility studies 

¶ product diversification 

¶ new business start-up 

¶ increasing sales 

¶ advertising 

¶ sales promotion 

¶ market research 

¶ record keeping 

¶ financial statements 

¶ personnel 

¶ inventory control 

¶ purchasing 

¶ credit and collections 

¶ strategic marketing 

¶ non-verbal communica-

tions 

¶ government contracting 

 

Kathy Macomber 
 

Tel: (417) 682-3579 

E-mail:  

macomberk@missouri.edu 
 

Started with Extension:  

Feb. 20, 2008 

 

Educational background: Associate in arts from 

Bemidji State University, Bemidji, Minn.; bachelorôs 

in business administration and management from 

Bemidji (2002);  masterôs in administrative studies 

from Missouri State University, Springfield, Mo. 

(2005). 

 

Relevant past employment: Treasury analyst in  

finance department of Leggett & Platt, Inc. in Car-

thage. She has experience in management, budgeting, 

forecasting, systems analysis and customer service. 

  

How do you connect with SBDC? ñI work closely 

with the SBDC in Joplin. Our goals are the same ð 

to assist entrepreneurs and existing small business 

owners to grow their sales, revenues and jobs.   

 

What are some goals you have for the  year?   ñMy 

immediate goals are to raise awareness in the eight 

county area Iôm assigned to serve (Jasper, Newton, 

McDonald, Cedar, Dade, Lawrence, Barry and Bar-

ton counties) and to help new or prospective business 

owners in those same counties. 

Missouri Small Business & Technology 

Development Centers (MO SBTDC) ï 

Funded by the U.S. Small Business Ad-

ministration, this award is matched on the 

local level by state university hosts and 

private sector partners. Services include 

individualized business counseling and a 

wide variety of educational opportunities. 

 

Missouri Southern State University 

SBTDC 

3950 E Newman Rd 

Joplin, MO 64801-1595 

417-625-3128 

krudwig-j@mssu.edu 

 

Missouri State University SBTDC 

901 South National 

Springfield, MO 65897 

417-836-5685 

RayannaAnderson@MissouriState.edu 
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Natural resource engineering is part of Extensionôs focus area of agriculture. These specialists 

work under the MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. 

NATURAL RESOURCE ENGINEERING  

Ed Browning 
 

Jasper County 

Tel: (417) 358-2158 

E-mail:  

browningc@missouri.edu 
 

Started with Extension: 

November 1990 

 

Education: Masterôs degree in agricultural 

mechanization. 

 

Relevant past employment: Grain handling, dry-

ing and storage facility sales and a farm manager. 

 

Responsibilities: Provide educational programs 

dealing with structures, housing, water quality, 

environmental quality, handling animal and do-

mestic waste, soil and water conservation, secon-

dary containment, machinery management, farm 

safety, disaster recovery and computer information 

technology, the Master Naturalist program,. 

 

Publications: A monthly newsletter entitled, 

ñMonthly Ag News and Views,ò booklet entitled 

ñDesign Concepts for Cattle Handling Facilities.ò 

Bob Schultheis 
 

Webster County 

Tel: (417) 859-2044 

E-mail:  
schultheisr@missouri.edu 
 

Started with Extension: 

September 1980 
 

Education: Bachelorôs in agricultural mechani-

zation, Washington State University (1978) and 

masterôs in agricultural engineering, University 

of Missouri (1980). 
 

Relevant past employment: Grew up on a cash-

grain and livestock farm and worked with farm 

structures and equipment manufacturing. 
 

Responsibilities: To provide education about 

structures, ventilation, environmental quality, 

safety, energy conservation, and information 

technology through different methods. 
 

Memberships: American Society of Agricultural 

and Biological Engineers, National Assoc. of 

County Agricultural Agents, Missouri Assoc. of 

Extension Professionals, University of Missouri 

Extension Association, and Epsilon Sigma Phi. 
 

Publications: Guides on Septic Tank/Absorption 

Field Systems and Residential Waste Lagoons. 

Specialists with this focus 

can help with the following:  
¶ farmstead planning  

¶ farm/home planning, con-

struction and ventilation 

¶ water systems ð testing, 

treatment, protection and 

design and quality 

¶ soil conservation 

¶ pesticide application 

¶ basics of irrigation 

¶ water management around 

the home 

¶ alternative fuels 

¶ concrete on the farm 

¶ safety programs for equip-

ment 

¶ livestock-management 

systems 

¶ forage and crop storage 

¶ crop drying 

¶ on-farm feed processing 

¶ farm and home safety 

¶ energy saving on the farm 

and at home 

¶ indoor air quality/mold 

¶ pond construction 

¶ disaster preparedness 

¶ greenhouses 

¶ forestry programs  

¶ animal waste management 

¶ energy conservation 

¶ electrical wiring 

¶ farm computer use 

¶ household sewage systems 

¶ land application of waste 

¶ composting 

¶ aquatic plant management 

¶ radon, carbon monoxide, 

dust mites and termite 

management 

¶ design concepts for cattle 

handling facilities 

¶ hay harvest and storage  

mailto:keohant@missouri.edu
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Agronomy is a branch of agriculture dealing with field-crop production and soil management. 

These specialists work under the MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. 

 
 

AGRONOMY  

Jay Chism  
 

Barton County 

(417) 682-3579 

E-mail:  

chismj@missouri.edu 

 
Started with Extension: 

November 2004 

 

Education: A Bachelorôs degree from Southwest 

Missouri State University, 1984; Masterôs degree 

in horticulture at University of Missouri, 2004.; 

was a graduate research assistant, working with 

Lewis Jett, state vegetable specialist, on warm-

season vegetable production in high tunnels.  

 

Relevant past employment: Three years with 

Precious Moments Chapel in Carthage as the 

grounds supervisor/facilities manager, overseeing 

a $1 million landscape operation, including on-site 

greenhouses; taught greenhouse management 

courses at Crowder College; assisted in develop-

ing a horticulture program at Franklin Technical 

School in Joplin.  

 

Memberships: Served on the Southwest Center 

Advisory Board; was a member of the Missouri 

Blueberry Council. 

Specialists with this focus 

can help with the following:  
¶ soil-testing information 

¶ fertilizer and pesticide rec-

ommendations 

¶ soil conservation 

¶ forage production 

¶ crop production 

¶ fescue-seed production 

¶ weed-, insect- and disease-

identification and control 

¶ crop scouting 

¶ forage-testing information 

¶ nitrate tests for forages 

¶ poison plants 

¶ variety selection 

¶ fescue-fungus problems 

¶ weather-related crop prob-

lems 

¶ current crop situation 

¶ pesticide-use training 

¶ pasture management 

¶ warm-season grasses 

Tim  

Schnakenberg 
 

Stone County 

Tel: (417) 357-6812 

E-mail:  

Schnakenbergc 

@missouri.edu 

 
Started with Extension: July 1991 

 

Education: Associateôs degree from Crowder 

College, Neosho, Mo; Bachelorôs in agronomy 

from Missouri State University, Springfield, Mo.; 

Masterôs degree in agronomy and crop science 

from University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark. 

 
Relevant past employment: Agronomy special-

ist in Morgan County for two years; agronomy 

specialist and county program director in 

Charleston, Mo., Mississippi County for nine 

years; experience in working with the Master 

Gardener program. 

 

Responsibilities: Addressing the needs of area 

residents by helping commercial and part-

time farm producers improve their income 

and quality of life; helping homeowners with 

their gardening needs; conducting programs 

in environmental quality, land management 

and rural economic development.  
  

mailto:keohant@missouri.edu
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Agronomy is a branch of agriculture dealing 

with field-crop production and soil management. 

These specialists work under the MU College of 

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. 

AGRONOMY  

John Hobbs 
 

McDonald County 

Tel: (417) 223-4775 

E-mail:  

hobbsjo@missouri.edu 

 
Started with Extension: 

June 2003 

 

Education: Bachelor's in ag education, Uni-

versity of Arkansas, 1972; Master's in ag edu-

cation from University of Missouri, 1981.  

 

Relevant past employment: Taught ag edu-

cation in McDonald County Schools from 

1985-2000; taught ag education in the Seneca 

School District from 1977-85; the Southwest 

R-5 School District from 1975-77; and the 

Twin Rivers School District from 1972-74. 

 

Responsibilities: Work with residents inter-

ested in such programs as Farming on 40 

Acres, Plant Protection for the 21st Century-

Pesticide Applicator Training, Forage Produc-

tion Systems and Integrated Crop Manage-

ment; provides research-based education and 

information in nutrient management systems, 

individual wastewater systems and profit-

focused agriculture. 

GENERAL AG and RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT  

Part of MU Extensionôs focus area of agri-

culture, these specialists work under the 

MU College of Agriculture, Food and 

Natural Resources.  

Specialists with this focus can help with:  
¶ Entomology and alternative agriculture 

¶ small animals and honey production 

¶ fruit and vegetable production 

¶ general agriculture topics, forage produc-

tion 

¶ soil conservation and soil- testing infor-

mation 

Brie Menjoulet 
 

Hickory County 

Tel: (417) 745-6767 

E-mail:  

menjouletb@missouri.edu 

  
Started with Extension:  

August 2008 

  

Education background: 

bachelorôs in agriculture and horticulture from Col-

lege of the Ozarks (2003); masterôs in soil science 

from the University of Arkansas-Fayetteville (2007). 

  

Relevant past employment:  Substitute teacher and 

homebound instructor (Warrensburg, MO), College 

of the Ozarks: dairy, feed mill, and landscaping and 

personal farm experience. 

 

Job responsibilities: Menjoulet will be assisting 

community members with agricultural, horticultural, 

and environmental needs. 

  

Counties served: Hickory, Dallas, Polk, Webster 

and Greene. 

 

Do you have first-hand experience with farming? 

ñI grew up on a small farm of 160 acres.  Our pri-

mary livestock were beef cattle and horses but we 

also raised hogs and chickens and harvested 3,000 

small-square bales of hay a year,ò said Menjoulet. 

  

What do you enjoy most about working with indi-

viduals involved in agriculture? ñI actually enjoy 

solving agriculture-related problems. I also enjoy 

learning from the local community,ò said Menjoulet. 

 

What are some goals you have for the coming 

year? ñI would like to implement some herbicide 

spray demonstrations and increase herbicide-label 

awareness,ò said Menjoulet. 

mailto:keohant@missouri.edu
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Agriculture Business is part of Extensionôs focus area of agriculture. These specialists work under the 

MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources.  

AGRICULTURE BUSINESS 

Specialists with this focus 

can do these programs:  

¶ Profit Focused Agricul-

ture ï 18-hour course ad-

dressing agricultural risks 

faced by producers and 

tools producers can use to 

address risk issues. 

¶ Quicken® for Farm Re-

cords ï 6-hour course with 

hands-on experience using 

software for farm records. 

¶ Annieôs Project ï10-hour 

continuing education pro-

gram and support network 

for farm women. 

¶ Golden Age Farming ï 8-

hour comprehensive program 

for farm families nearing re-

tirement addressing issues 

like estate planning, passing 

down the farm and hazard 

assessment. 

 

ANNUAL EVENTS  

¶ Farm/Small Business Tax 

School ï two-day school for 

tax preparers. 

¶ Ag Lenders Seminar ï one-

half-day seminar for agricul-

tural lenders providing up-

dated commodity information 

and presentations on timely 

issues affecting their clients. 

Specialists with this focus can 

help with the following:  

¶ Leases and Leasing 

¶ Rental and Custom rates 

¶ Fence laws 

¶ Enterprise budgets 

¶ Business Planning 

¶ Agricultural Marketing 

¶ Value-Added Marketing 

¶ Farm planning and policy 

¶ Land prices 

¶ Crop/livestock situation and 

outlook 

¶ General farm management 

¶ Estate/Retirement planning 

¶ New Business Start-Up 

 

Gordon Carriker  
Christian County 

Tel: (417) 581-3558 

E-mail:  

carrikerg@missouri.edu 
 

Started with Extension:  

September 2000 

 

Education: Bachelors in agricul-

ture, University of Nebraska 

(1981); Masters in agricultural economics, University 

of Nebraska (1984); Doctorate in applied economics, 

Clemson University (1988). 

 

Relevant past employment: assistant research profes-

sor, Agricultural Economics, Kansas State (1988-95); 

research associate at University of Nebraska's West 

Central Research Center, (1998-2000). 

 

Responsibilities: Provides consultation and educa-

tional programs in farm and agri-business manage-

ment throughout southwest Missouri.  

 

Publications: Author or co-author of 55 journal arti-

cles, professional presentations, and research papers. 

Wesley Tucker 
Polk County 

(417) 326-4916 

E-mail:  

tuckerw@missouri.edu 

 
Started with Extension: 

January 2001 

 

Education: Bachelorôs in 

agricultural economics, University of Missouri, 

Masterôs in ag economics, University of Missouri. 

 

Relevant past employment: He is an active cow 

and calf producer. ñThese on-farm experiences are 

often used to develop farm management educa-

tional programs I offer to producers,ò said Tucker.  

 

Responsibilities: Farm Management education 

such as pasture leasing, fence laws, profitable beef 

production, grazing economics, stockpiling fescue, 

managed grazing, forage production, fescue toxi-

cosis, beef price forecasting, livestock marketing, 

leasing beef cows, estate planning, financial state-

ments and management skills for farm women.   

mailto:Lortonv@missouri.edu
mailto:keohant@missouri.edu
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These specialists work under the MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. Their 

emphasis on dairy places emphasis on farming that is concerned with the production of milk, 

butter, and cheese as well as the farms devoted to such production. 

DAIRY  

Specialists with this focus 

can help with the following:  
¶ government dairy policy 

¶ dairy housing 

¶ milk-production practices 

¶ dairy feeds and forages 

¶ dairy-farm management 

¶ Dairy Herd Improvement 

Association 

¶ new technology in dairy 

¶ economy of dairying 

¶ milking equipment 

¶ dairy price supports 

¶ biotechnology and dairy 

research 

¶ computers in dairy re-

search 

¶ computers in dairy 

Dr. Stacey  

Hamilton 

 
Dade County 

Tel: (417) 637-2112 

E-mail:  

hamiltons@missouri.edu 

 
 

Started with Extension: December 1994 

 

Education: Bachelorôs in animal science from 

Iowa State University; Masters in dairy science 

from University of Missouri; Doctorate in dairy 

science (reproductive physiology) from University 

of Missouri; and post-doctoral fellowship from 

University of Missouri in forage additives. 

 

Relevant past employment: Dairy technical con-

sultant for mega dairies in southeast United States. 

 

Responsibilities: Resource for dairy information 

on topic like forages, ration building, reproductive

-breeding strategies, management intensive graz-

ing, and health considerations. 

 

Memberships: American Dairy Science Associa-

tion 

 

Publications: Has had nearly 50 publications in 

various agriculture journals and magazines on a 

variety of dairy science topics. 
 

 

Dr. Tony 

Rickard   
 

Barry County 

Tel: (417) 847-3161 

E-mail:  

rickardt@missouri.edu 

 
Started with Extension: 

October 1982 

 

Education: Bachelorôs from Western Kentucky 

University, Bowling Green (1971); Masterôs 

from Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 

(1974) and Ph.D. from Cornell (1979). 

 

Responsibilities: Resource for dairy information 

on topic like forages, ration building, reproduc-

tive-breeding strategies, management intensive 

grazing, and health considerations. 

 

Memberships: American Dairy Science Asso-

ciation 

 

Publications: Has had nearly 50 publications in 

various agriculture journals and magazines on a 

variety of dairy science topics. 

mailto:keohant@missouri.edu
mailto:Lortonv@missouri.edu
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Horticulture is part of Extensionôs focus area of agriculture. These specialists work under the 

MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources and the Master Gardeners program.  

HORTICULUTRE  

Master Gardeners 
 

The Master Gardener Program is a volunteer 

community-service organization. Interested 

area residents volunteer to provide service to 

their communities in exchange for horticul-

tural training leading to certification. Volun-

teer activities include work with non-profit 

organizations, civic and service groups and 

others. The following persons can be con-

tacted about the Master Gardener program in 

their respective counties. 

 

¶ Charles Browning, Jasper County, 

(417) 358-2158 

¶ Tim Schnakenberg, Stone County, 

(417) 357-6812 

¶ John Hobbs, McDonald County, 

(417) 223-4775 

¶ Bob Schultheis, Webster County, 

(417) 859-2044 

¶ Gordon Carriker , Christian County, 

(417) 581-3558  

¶ Jay Chism, Barton County, (417) 

682-4125 

 

 

Specialists with this focus 

can help with the following:  
¶ marketing produce 

¶ home food-production 

¶ alternative agricultural 

enterprises 

¶ commercial fruit and vege-

table production 

¶ home-environment horti-

culture 

¶ lawn and garden issues, 

needs and trends 

Patrick Byers 
Greene County 

Tel: (417) 862-9284 

E-mail: 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

  

Started with Extension: 

May 2008 

  

Education background: 

associates in horticulture 

from University of Nebraska (1979); bachelors in 

horticulture, University of Missouri (1983); mas-

ters in horticulture, University of Arkansas (1986). 

  

Relevant past employment: 18 years with Mis-

souri State Universityôs State Fruit Experiment 

Station in Mountain Grove; three years with Uni-

versity of Arkansas Fruit Substation. 

  

Job responsibilities: outreach educational activi-

ties in southwest Missouri focused on horticulture, 

both commercial and residential; coordinating the 

Master Gardener program in Greene County. 

  

How does your work help residents of south-

west Missouri? ñMy work will help residents rec-

ognize the opportunities and challenges of horti-

culture, covering the spectrum from establishing a 

commercial business to planting a flower bed or 

vegetable garden in the home landscape.  I hope to 

work in all areas of horticulture ï planning, prob-

lem solving, and the sharing of information on the 

diversity of plants is this region,ò said Byers. 

  

What do you enjoy most about working with 

gardeners? �³I enjoy the enthusiasm and excite-

ment that gardeners have for their chosen inter-

est,ò said Byers. 


