What is the Community Journalism Academy?
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Learn more about community journalism by becoming a part of the CI’ II e ”

Citizen Journalism Academy. This program was first started in
Greene County in 2009 by MU Extension in Greene County, SPJ

and the Southwest Region News Service. This program is a collec- I ou r ”a I i 5 m

tion of events, programs and organizations designed to develop
community-minded citizen journalists that understand media ethics.
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CITIZEN JOURNALISM"ACADEMY

A collection of classes and resources designed to
develop community-minded citizen journalists.

M EDIA

NEWS

-
<
O
(©)
-

http://extension:missouri.edu/greene

WITH

For more information contact
David L. Burton
University of Missouri Extension
833 Boonville, Springfield, Mo. 65802
Tel: (417) 862-9284
E-mail: burtond@missouri.edu

A program designed to develop
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI community minded citizen journalists
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Citizen Journalism Academy Citizen Journalism Academy

What is Community, Citizen Journalism? What is the Value of the Citizen Journalism Academy?
Leo Lerner, founder of Chicago‘§ Lerner Newspapers, used to say, "A The Citizen Journalism Academy helps adult volunteers (from all
fistfight on Clark Street is more important to our readers than a war in walks of life and backgrounds) gain knowledge and skills in writing,

Europe." In the United States, about 97
percent of newspapers are classified as
"community" newspapers, with circulations
below 50,000. Their combined circulation,
nearly 109 million, is triple that of the com-
bined circulation of the country's large
daily newspapers.

research and objective community journalism. With those skills, they
are able to undertake efforts to improve and expand news reporting in
their community. They also volunteer their skills to benefit non-profit
organizations in order to qualify for ongoing training. By using their
skills, members improve the quality and quantity of news in their com-
munity, aid news outlets in covering important community issues and
help non-profits communicate and/or tell their story. In this way, non-
profits, news outlets and the community-at-large all benefit from volun-
teer time and expanded community knowledge.

Community journalists are typically
trained professional reporters and editors.
Community journalism should not be confused with the work of citizen
journalists, who are often unpaid amateurs. However, the two can work
hand-in-hand and actually compliment each others work in a commu-
nity.

Public Value and Orientation

Although this program does have a stated public value, it also has a
personal value which is why a fee is charged. When a local sponsor for
. . . . _ . the program is found, a community orientation event is held. Individu-
Citizen Joyrnallsm ( 6_1 I's 9 k- hown as public, als @rést%d'inqe'arrﬁng Ijho?e BbYut the Citizen Journalism Academy
"democratic” or "street journalism"”) is the concept of members of the can attend an orientation session. In addition to providing facts about

o . : ) ) s
pubhc. playing an act.lve ‘role in the process of c‘olle"ctlng, rqpoﬁlng, the program, the meeting will outline the commitment participants will
analyzing and disseminating news and information," according to the need to make in the training and volunteer portions of the program.
seminal 2003 report We Media: How Audiences are Shaping the Future

of News and Information. Authors Bowman and Willis say: "The intent
of this participation is to provide independent, reliable, accurate, wide-
ranging and relevant information that a democracy requires."

Fees and Membership

The Citizen Journalism Academy is funded by local sponsors (like
newspapers), competitive grants and program fees paid by attendees.

To bring this program to your community, contact: To become a member of the Citizen Journalism Academy, individu-
als must receive training and contribute volunteer service. Once indi-
David Burton viduals receive certification, they will be required to volunteer 30 hours
Civic Communication Specialist of annual service and complete advanced training.

MU Extension in Greene County
Tel: (417) 862-9284
E-mail: burtond@missouri.edu
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Partners

ROFESSIONAI.
JOURNALISTS

Society of Professional Journalists

Although your rights as a journalist are guaranteed un- ' ‘
der the First Amendment, SPJ fights and wins battles for Q ‘
Freedom of Information and First Amendment rights

regularly. Yearly national and local chapter membership L W
costs a total of $100 but is worth more. Learn about the

local chapter at http://extension.missouri.edu/swregion/news.

University of Missouri Extension

Using science-based knowledge, University of Missouri Extension
engages people to understand change, solve problems and make in-
formed decisions. University of Missouri Extension is a partnership
of the University of Missouri campuses, the people of Missouri
through county extension councils, and the Cooperative State Re-

search, Education and Extension Ser-  {yNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

vice of the U.S. Department of Agricul- @ EX tenSion

ture and county commissions.

Southwest Region News Service
This news service is a media outreach effort for MU Extension that is
headquartered in Greene County but has a focus on
southwest Missouri. Southwest Region News Service
uses local MU Extension faculty to inform the public
of timely programs and issues. Learn more, and re-
ceive weekly content, by visiting
http://extension.missouri.edu/swregion/news.

Maintaining quality and vibrant community journalism is a
challenge that is made easier when private citizens get special
training and volunteer their abilities. That is the idea behind
Uni versity of Missour.
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Basics of the Citizen Journalism Academy
Benefits of Enrollment and Membership

f Ongoing training, programs for active members

1 Opportunities to network with other journalists

. Membership in the Society of Professional Journalists chapter
(included in the first year enrollment in some areas)

1 Annual banquet/event focused on Freedom of the Press

1 Awards program for members as well as special media only events

Volunteer Opportunities 4

. Memberships are keep active by logging a
certain level of approved volunteer hours. n

 Members can work to improve local news
and serve on a newspaper council.

1  Opportunity to attend Legislative Day in
Jefferson City (during March) and judge
entries at regional Language Arts Fair

Work with Local Journalists

Gain experience by serving on a newspaper advisement council (where
available) to provide feedback to local reporters/editors. In some cases,
trained citizen journalists may even work with their local newspaper
editor on content. MU Extension can work with local newspapers to
establish advisement councils. The goal is to get newspapers in south-
west Missouri to set-up advisement councils that will keep the newspa-
per focused on community issues and to enhance the community voice.

Examples of Ongoing Programs

1  Optional membership in local and national Society of Professional
Journalists ($100 per year).

Board. of directors for regional CJA ch pter
SAnréAl dwhrdb ceer@moﬂﬁ Hmrrm% \%ork ofX mmenpbﬁrr?algst? my.
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Citizen Journalism Academy Possible Class Sessions

Costs, topics and partners O Orientation of CJA (1 hour) Sponsoring group can

: select from this list of
Costs: Sessions have a total cost of $50 per hour plus travel and mate- = Wh'f‘t 15 News? ('1 hour) possible classes to offer
rial expenses. This per session fee may be covered by student fees or a [ Basics of Reporting (1 hour) program attendees.
local sponsor. For exgmple, four different one-hour sessions would cost [ Media Ethics and SPJ (1 hour)
the sponsoring organizations $200 plus travel and material costs. These
costs could be covered by sponsorships, grants or student fees. [J Government Open Records & Sunshine (1 or more hours)

] ) ) L] Technical Resources and Tools to Enhance Reporting (1 hour)
Topics: Unique topical, timely and local classes can also be developed

upon request. Public issue forums (on a variety of topics) can also be
used to get groups talking about important community issues. O0“Restoring Trust in the News Me

L] Leadership Training/How to Serve on a Board (1 hour to 1 day)

Partners: The Greene County Extension Council, University of Mis- [ You Be the Editor—Local Ethics Case Studies (1 or 2 hours)
souri Extension, Southwest Region News Service and the Southwest 0 Community Building Through Community Journalism (1 hour)
Missouri PRO Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists pro-
vide funds and support for this program. Local partners — like commu-
nity groups, civic groups and community newspapers — are necessary L] Publicizing Your Event (1 hour)
to make this program available in a southwest Missouri community.

LI Journalism in the Movies (1 hour or more)

[ Feature Writing (1 hour)
L] Writing Media Releases (1 hour)

[ Letters to the Editor (1 hour)

The best way to learn a subject is to teach it. Advance training opportu- O Photography 101 (1 hour to 1 day)
nities are actually taught by graduates of the Citizen Journalism Acad- o

emy in public settings. These classes are open to members of the public [ Writing Columns (1 hour)

and will address topics like the basics of media law, access to public O] Finding Media Bias (1 hour or more)
records and meetings, standard and responsible reporting practices and
the use of technology in journalism and news gathering.

Advanced Training Opportunities

LI Writing With Style (1 hour)

[ Interviewing Techniques (1 hour)

To bring this program to your community, contact: [ Technology Assisted Journalism (1 to 2 hours)
. 0“ Money and Politics: Who Owns [
David Burton _
Civic Communication Specialist O“ Democracy’s Challenge: Recl air

MU Extension in Greene County
Tel: (417) 862-9284
E-mail: burtond@missouri.edu [J The Future of Your Community Newspaper (Varies)

[ Staying out of Legal Trouble (Varies)
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