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To provide research-based horticultural information to
the public for community service and gardening pleasure.
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Q: | saw a plant near the exit

of the Rose Garden at MBG that
was labeled as Poisonous Bulb,
but I'd like to know what kind of

plant it is.

A:  Poison bulb is a common
name of Crinum asiaticum, a
large, bulbous, perennial plant
native to tropical Southeast Asia.
It belongs to the family.
Amaryllidaceae. The plant, which
you saw, if it is to be saved, must
be moved indoors for the winter.
All parts of this plant are
considered poisonous.

Q: Are there any mushrooms,
which grow in yards that can be
eaten?
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A: Perhaps, but if you must
ask about edibility, don't eat
them. Most common yard
mushrooms are inedible. They
can often cause a variety of
symptoms ranging from mild
upset to severe gastrointestinal
problems and/or hallucinations.

Q: Why does the MGB Herb
Garden contain rose geranium?

A: Rose geranium,
Pelargonium graveolens, is used
as an aromatic in teas and
therapies, and, thus qualifies
broadly as an herb although not
of the usual culinary type.

Q: My large pin oak tree,
which was struck by lightning,
last month, is now losing lots of
brown leaves; what are the
chances for its survival?

24
o

A:  You should contact a
consulting arborist and request
an onsite inspection of your tree.
Many mature trees manage to
survive such an event given the
proper care.

Q: What are some critical
points to consider in buying a
bonsai plant?

A:  The most important
consideration is whether you
want an indoor plant or one that
is best grown outside year-
round; next, whether you plan to
buy a ready-made bonsai or
create one from proper stock;
and finally, do you really want to
invest the considerable time
required to care for such a plant.
Perhaps, before setting off on
the bonsai exercise, you should

consult a good reference on the
subject.

Q: Must | dig my yellow calla
lily to save it inside over the
winter?

A:  Yes; hopefully you have
already brought your yellow
calla, Zantedeschia elliottiana,
indoors for the winter. It should
not be subjected to temperatures
below 50°F. Pot it up and place it
in a sunny southern window.
Normally, this plant will enter a
resting period at the end of
bloom. Most gardeners have
found it more convenient to grow
calla lilies in a pot throughout the
year.

Q: How can | control that
weedy wild strawberry, which is
running in my bed of English ivy?

A: Hand-digging is the only
way to control false strawberry,
Duchesnea indica, assuming, of
course, that you wish to save the
ivy. No selective chemicals are
available for this particular task.
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