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General Meeting Minutes 

The September 24, 2009 meeting of the St. Charles County Master Gardeners was called 

to order at 7:00 pm by president Micha Kornblum.  

Presentation: Our speaker was Susan Ehlenbeck of the Missouri Department of Agricul-

ture, who spoke on several viruses, bacteria, and insects which feed on our plants and 

trees. A table filled with examples of injured trees and plants was very informative.  

Attendance: We had 30 attendees for the speaker and 28 for the business meeting.  

Hostess: Thank you to Cathy Stockglausner for the delicious pumpkin dessert, ice cream, 

peach muffins and walnut cupcakes. Cathy will be speaking at the January organizational 

meeting on the role of the “host/hostess” at our meetings.  

Presentation of MG Certificates and Badges: Scott Killpack awarded MG Certificates to 

Robin Gosnell and Babs Kehl-Fairchild. Leslie Limberg received her Class Certification. 

Welcome to the club, Ladies!  

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ: Monica Hull stated that our balance at the end of August 2009 is 

$10, 393.  

Nominations for 2010-2011 Steering Committee: We have three Master Gardeners 

nominated for the three soon-to-be-vacant seats on the Steering Committee: Mary  

Medina, David Barylski, and Bob Lee. The election will be held during the October 22nd 

meeting. If you will not be present at that meeting please email your vote to Carol Grote 

at grotec@missouri.edu by October 22nd.  

{ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ .ǳǊŜŀǳ: Blanche Keely presented drafts of three standardized forms to expe-

dite the operation of the Speakers  Bureau. Form 1 summarizes the topic(s) each speaker 

offers. Form 2 is a summary sheet used after the speaking engagement. Form 3 will be 

posted by Blanche with the request, date, time, etc. These forms will be in a later News-

letter and on the website when they have been finalized. A website calendar is also 

planned with reminders of who is speaking when and where. Thank you, Blanche, for 

bring-ing order to this chaos.  

Plant Sale: Mary Medina and Rita Zeitz announced the Plant Sale is “ready to go!” Press 

releases have gone out and Carol has been printing up labels. You can still send Carol 

plant label information. Now all that is needed are plants. Please divide any plants you 

can and bring them to the Extension Center on Friday, October 2nd. If you need to bring 

them earlier please drop them off by the shed and be sure to label them. A set-up session 

is planned for Friday, October 2nd, from 2:00 –6:00 pm and Saturday from 8:00 am until 

opening at 9:00 am. If you have any gardening books and/or gardening magazines you 

wish to donate please bring them for the Master Gardeners to sell.  

tƻǘǎ Ωƴ ¢ƻǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ: Seems another of our new Master Gardeners has taken the bull by 

the horns and jumped right into teaching. Not only has Leslie Limberg taught a class for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Steering Committee 
Micha Kornblum, Pres. 
Brian Lukowski, Vice Pres. 
Pat Lang , Secretary 
Monica Hull, Treasurer  
Paul Hendricks, Member 

Standing Committees 

Advanced Training 
David Barylski. Lead 
Fran Pike 
Mike Tiesing 

Demonstration Gardens 
David Barylski. Lead 
Individual garden leads 
listed on page 3. 

Grants/Donations 
David Barylski, Lead 

Paul Hendricks 

Rodger Harman 

Ray Kittelson 

Sue Hepperman 

Hort-Line 
Susan Dorris 

Meeting Education 
Val Mertz 

Membership 
David Barylski 

Newsletter 
Carol Grote 

Plant Sale 
Mary Medina 

Rita Zeitz 

Public Education 
Chuck Baur, Lead 

Carol Grote 

Speakers Bureau 
Blanche Kelly 

the public but she is also participating in the O Fallon Farmers Market. Using found ob-

jects from her garage, she has designed a program to teach “Little Ones” about planting 

seeds (thank you, Kevin, for being the “Little One” in Leslies demonstration to the 

MG s). She also uses this opportunity to give out information about the MG program 

and the classes which we teach. Our guest last night, Wilma, heard Leslie talking about 

the MG program and attended our meeting. Leslie has generously offered her Pots „n 

Tots props to anyone who would like to present this program at other venues.  

Demonstration Gardens: David Barylski reported that fences are up around the orchard 

and vineyard, the gate and fence are up around the shed, the trellises are trimmed and 

Cathy Stockglausner mulched all the walkways. Thanks to Joe Walker, Mike Manegre 

and Chris Cuquet for all their hard work on the vineyard/orchard fence.  

David reported that Kevin Minard will be the Lead for the new Turf Grass Area, Robin 

Gosnell will be Lead for Foundation Plantings and Cathy Stockglausner and Mary Me-

dina will be Leads for a new Handicap Garden. Diane Goodman will take over as Lead for 

the Herb Garden. David reminded everyone to please clean any tools borrowed from the 

shed before you put them away. David will be scheduling work sessions Mon-Fri next 

week from 5:00 – 7:30pm to “spruce up” the Demo gardens and Extension Center plant-

ings prior to the plant sale. Details to follow.  

Pantry Gardens: Paul Hendricks announced that 1220 pounds of fresh produce has been 

delivered to the food pantry thus far. Harvesting is still going on and fall crops are being 

planted so help is still needed. Paul was sad that “critters” ate most of the grapes. (The 

fence will be electrified next year.) Micha urged harvesters to include herbs and asked 

that someone take photos of the produce being delivered.  

November 19 Slide Show: Chris Cuquet will be assembling the yearly review of our work 

in the Demonstration Gardens for our November Social. If you have any photos of peo-

ple, plants, events, etc., and would like to offer them for consideration in the program, 

please get them to Chris as soon as possible. Chris will have his computer at the October 

meeting to download any photos from a thumb drive. You can also email photos to him 

or mail him a CD. His email address and home address are in the MG roster.  

Other Business:  

Master Gardener Barb Korman requested an old mailbox which she will paint and install 

in the gardens to hold maps for anyone who comes to see our work. Linda Thompson 

donated her old mailbox.  

Micha Kornblum asked that all Master Gardeners attending the meeting 

look through their papers for the answer keys to the quizzes for March 

and June. There are Master Gardeners waiting to grade their quizzes to 

earn CE credit. Please return the answer keys to the Extension Center or 

mail them to Micha or bring them to the October meeting. Micha s  

address is in the MG roster.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm by president Micha Kornblum.  

Notes submitted by Micha Kornblum  
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2009 Garden Class Stats 

As of October 1, 2009  

Registered 274 

Fees received $3,520 

Garden Leads 

Assessable, Cathy  
Stockglausner, Mary  
Medina 

Bulb, Val Mertz 

Compost, David Barylski 

Daylilies, David Barylski 

Entrance, Rodger/Margaret  
Harman 

Foundation, Robin Gosnell 

Herb, Diane Goodman 

Lasagna, Micha Kornblum 

MG Sign, David Barylski 

Natives, Carol Grote 

Orchard, Paul Hendricks 

Pantry, Paul Hendricks 

Perennial, Bill Fick 

Propagation, Paul  
Hendricks, David Barylski 

Rose, David Barylski 

Shade, Bob Lee 

St. Peters Recycle, Monica  
Hull 

Turfgrass, Kevin Minard 

Vineyard, Paul Hendricks 

2009 General Meeting Schedule 

Meeting Date Speaker Topic MG Contact Host/Hostess* 

Oct 22 Native Plants in Landscape** V. Mertz C.Platzer/J. Wiegand 

Nov 19 Social  E. Fix 

*   Host/Hostess: bring table coverings, make coffee, use plates, plasticware, cups from kitchen 
** Considered Advanced Training 

Missouri Environment & Garden Newsletter 
http://ppp.missouri.edu/newsletters/megindex.htm 

Heartland Horticulture Newsletter 
http://mg.missouri.edu/news.htm 

Facilitator Schedule for Public Gardening Classes 

Date Topic Time Speaker Facilitator* 

Oct 21 Plant Propagation 6-8 p.m. D. Barylski V. Million 

*Facilitator should arrive 30-45 minutes prior to start time. The speaker will let you 

know what he/she needs. Tasks may include helping with room setup, attendance, 

handouts and other general help. 

If you attended our last Master Gardener meeting please check through your papers. The 

answer keys for the March and June quizzes were missing by the end of our speaker. A 

few members left at the beginning of the business meeting and may not have heard the 

request for the missing keys. Would you all check through your papers and see if you 

have one or both keys; there are Master Gardeners who need to grade their quizzes and I 

did not save copies of the answers. Please bring the keys to the next meeting, drop them 

at the Extension Center or mail them to me. Thank You, Micha Kornblum 13096 Green-

bough Dr. St. Louis, MO 63146  

Monthly Quiz Answers 
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Answer to Stevia Question 

 
 

A question about cooking with the herb 

Stevia was asked at the MG meeting. The 

general consensus from the articles I read 

on-line was that Stevia can be used to 

sweeten a variety of foods, however you 

cannot sub-stitute it cup-for-cup or even 

teaspoon-for-teaspoon for sugar. Cooking 

with it takes some familiarity and prac-

tice. General guidelines cannot be given 

for substitution, as the sweetness of ste-

via is different from plant to plant.  

The difficulty in using stevia as a primary 

sweetener is that it cannot be easily sub-

stituted for white sugar. Because so little 

stevia is used, it does not have the "bulk"   

of white sugar, which is often as crucial to the recipe as the sweetness. And stevia does 
not have the same physical properties as sugar, so it cannot be used, for example, to 
make candy. But it's fine to use when all you need is sweetness, such as to sweeten a 
smoothie or a salad dressing and for that, you can judge your amount by tasting. 

Submitted by Micha Kornblum 

Submitted by Kevin Minard 

Salix (SAL-iks)  

The Latin name for willow is Salix and the history of its main ingredient for medicinal pur-

poses, salicylic acid, extends as far back as Assyrian and Egyptian civilizations. In the 4th 

century BC, Hippocrates noted that chewing willow leaves alleviated pain, especially for 

women in labor.  

 

In the early 1800s, the French chemist Henri Leroux was able to improve the extraction 

process and named the analgesic substance "salicin." In 1899, Friedrich Bayer in Ger-

many began marketing what he called aspirin. Until the early 1900s, Salix was the only 

source of salicylic acid, the principal ingredient in aspirin. 

 

Willow is also used as a rooting hormone. Twigs or branches soaked in water will yield 

"willow water", which can be used to stimulate root growth on seedlings or cuttings. 

Taken from "Dave's Garden Newsletter for September 07, 2009" 

Did You Know? 
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 Treasury Report 

St Charles County Master Gardeners  

January 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009 

  

Revenues         8,973  

  

Course Fees          3,973  

Speakers Bureau             710  

Plant Sale          4,290  

  

Expenses        (7,108) 

  

MG Demo Gardens  

     Grading and drainage           (750) 

     Tools and supplies         (4,852) 

Plant Sale           (995) 

Shipping/postage             (46) 

Misc / Supplies           (340) 

Honorarium           (125) 

  

  

January 1, 2009 Beginning 

cash balance         8,528  

    

2009 Revenues/Expenses          1,865  

    

Current month cash balance       10,393  
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Dividing Plants  

Submitted by Micha Kornblum 

1. Divide when a plant looks good  

Don't wait until a plant has become decrepit or monstrous to divide it. My rule of thumb 

is when it looks its best, divide it at the end of that year. Watch for the early signs of trou-

ble: when the center of the plant has smaller leaves, fewer flowers, and weaker blooming 

stalks than the outer edges like this Sedum α!ǳǘǳƳƴ Wƻȅ, or when the plant runs out of 

growing room on its edges and has nowhere to go but into neighboring plants.  

2. Start at the drip line  

To lift a perennial with minimal root damage, begin digging at its drip line. The roots will 

generally extend that far, so digging there lets you lift the plant with most of its roots in-

tact. Dig a trench around the clump, cleanly severing any roots, then cut at an angle down 

and under the clump from various points around the outer edge until you can lever the 

plant out of the hole. For large, heavy plants, you may have to first dig the trench, then 

slice straight down through the center of the plant as if it was a pie, halving or quartering 

the clump before undercutting and lifting it.  

In early spring, I divide while the new growth is still low to the ground, so the handling of 

stems is not usually an issue. In summer, I might tie stems together before lifting the 

plant to avoid damaging them during the digging. In fall, I usually cut plants back before 

digging them for division.  

3. Divide in cool weather  

Perennials can be divided at any time of the year if you give the plant appropriate care 

afterward, and I do just that. But for the best return on my time and the quickest reestab-

lishment of the perennials, I divide when the soil is warmer than the air for at least part of 

every 24-hour period. That's just before peak daffodil season in spring and in early fall 

right after the nights become cool. These conditions will allow the roots of the division to 

grow while the tops stay low, out of the sun and wind.  

I prefer to divide in the fall rather than in the spring because the plants have more time to 

set new roots before growing up into the heat. I will divide fall bloomers in September if 

it's expedient, but I usually leave them to bloom undisturbed and divide them in the 

spring.  

4. Keep roots cool and moist  

Fifty percent humidity and 50°F are the ideal conditions for holding divisions until you can 

get them back into the ground. Put them into a bucket or box in a cool shaded place, such 

as a garage, and cover them with newspaper to retard moisture loss. Sprinkle water to 

dampen the newspaper if the roots seem to be drying during their “hold” time. If, despite 

your best efforts, the divisions dry out while on hold, don't despair. Soak them in a bucket 

of water for about an hour before replanting.  

5. Replenish soil with organic matter  

If you remove a wheelbarrow full of perennials, then you should put a wheelbarrow full  

of compost back into that site before replanting to renew the soil, stay ahead of pest 

(Continued on page 7) 
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problems, and maintain fertility. Without additions, the plants will not have the advan-

tage of renewed, fertile soil and the bed will settle after planting, putting the plants at a 

disadvantage in terms of drainage and air circulation.  

6. Use vigorous sections first  

After dividing, replant pieces that are, at most, 20 to 25 percent of the original clump. 

Smaller sections grow more vigorously and tend to produce stronger, longer-lasting 

blooms. Dividing a hosta, for example, into pieces with about seven growing points will 

yield the best results. Perennials multiply exponentially—one stem is likely to triple or 

quadruple itself each year. So if all you do is halve an overgrown clump this year, it will 

more than double in a season and need dividing again the next year.  

тΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳ  

Although I have often read that I shouldn't, I sometimes divide plants when they're 

blooming. I understand, however, that plants in bloom may not be capable of growing as 

many new roots as quickly as non-blooming plants. I've done this in September when 

Japanese anemones (Anemone × hybrida cvs.) and asters (Aster spp. and cvs.) are in 

bloom and in April when the pasque flower (Pulsatilla vulgaris) and lungworts 

(Pulmonaria spp. and cvs.) are at their peak. I haven't lost any divisions yet. I have also 

divided late-spring and summer bloomers while they were flowering. Given the extra 

care that common sense dictates (such as more attentive watering or shade at midday), 

these plants will fare well, too.  

8. Keep only the healthiest pieces  

If you wait until a perennial is declining, has a dead center, or has succumbed to pest 

problems because it has become crowded and weak, be sure to replant only the healthi-

est pieces. Usually these are the outside sections. Watch for discolored stems and 

eroded crowns and roots.  

9. Spread out your divisions  

Place a division into a hole that is at least as wide as its roots when spread out. Don't 

turn a root tip up rather than down or curl it back around on itself to fit it into an under-

size hole because you'll defeat the plant's natural re-growth mechanisms.  

Root tip growth is regulated in part by chemicals flowing down from the tips of leafy 

stems to the roots. As in all flows, gravity is involved, so if you plant a root tip up when it 

was down, the normal flow is interrupted. At least temporarily, that root tip will not 

grow as vigorously as it could.  

10. Let the roots be your guide  

When you dig up a perennial, you will see that it fits into one of five basic root types: 

roots that form clumps or offsets, surface roots, underground running roots, taproots, or 

woody roots. How you proceed depends on what root type your plant has.  

For more information go to FineGardening.com and watch the video!  

http://www.finegardening.com/how-to/articles/dividing-perennials.aspx

