
Pulaski County  
University of Missouri 

Extension 
2008 Annual Report 

 

 

Our Mission… 
To serve Pulaski County by extending research-
based knowledge and top quality educational 
programs to address high priority needs to 
citizens at the local level. University of Missouri 
Extension faculty help individuals and 
organizations turn knowledge into action, thus 
improving the quality of life for all. 
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University of Missouri Extension  
301 Historic 66 East, Ste. 127, Waynesville, MO 65583 

(573) 774-6177 
pulaskico@missouri.edu  

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday 

 

 
 

 
 

equal opportunity/ADA institution 

 

 
 
 

University of Missouri Extension programs are 
designed by an elected council of citizens, 
representing a broad spectrum of occupations, 
interests, locations, races and creeds within 
Pulaski County. MFA, Farm Bureau, the Pulaski 
County Commission and the City of Waynesville 
are also entitled to have a representative 
appointed to the Council. 

200 8 County Council Officers  

Chair: Karen Glawson 
Vice-Chair: Becky Tryon 
Secretary: Vacant 
Treasurer: Diana Linnenbringer 

200 8 Elected Council Members  
 
Florence Buchanan Liberty Township 
Karen Glawson Liberty Township 
David Grossman Tavern Township 
Beth Hutton Tavern Township 
Rachelle Beasley Cullen Township 
John Morrissey  Cullen Township 
Linda Sisemore  Cullen Township 
Becky Tryon  Cullen Township 
Neline Yates Cullen Township 
Marge Connors Union Township 
Anne Wood Union Township 
Diana Linnenbringer Appointed 
Bud Newcomb Appointed 
Anne Premont Appointed 
 
Council meetings are held the last Monday of 
each month at the Pulaski County Extension 
office. 
 
University of Missouri Education  

¶ In 2008 there were 18 people enrolled in 
Pulaski County in on-line High School or 
University classes for credit through MU 
Extension. 
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2008 Financial Summary  

 

 
 

Gary Applegateééééééééééé   Livestock 
Bonnie Drury* ...Family Nutrition Program  
Ted Fry ........................................... Agronomy 
Ombica Reeve *  .........  Administrative Asst.  
Waita H. Karcher*  ....................  4-H Youth  
Michele Kroll .................................... 4-H Youth 
Sarah Traub*ééé. Human Development  
Jackie Rasmussen .......... Business and Industry 
Andy Readéééééééééééé.éHorticulture 
Jim Thompson ............................. Ag. Business 
Lavina Wilson*  . Family Nutrition Program  
Melissa Bess ..................... Nutrition and Health 
Richard Sparks ...................... Regional Director 
Laura Wemhoener ......... Reg. Admin. Associate 
 
* Headquartered in the Pulaski County  

 
 

Funding from county, state and federal 
governments plus grants and gifts makes 
University Extension unique. Pulaski County 
funds, together with gifts from community 
members and program partners, support local 
office costs. 

 

Category  Amount  

Resources:  

  County Commission 24,000 

  USDA Postage 850 

  Carry-Over from 2007 1,975.48 

Total Resources:   $26,825.48  

Expenses:  

  Secretarial Support 17,499.33 

  Office Operations 9,226.15 

  Bond/Legal Notices 100 

Total Expenses:  $26,825.48  

 
  

 

 
 
4-H Clubs : 
4-H Clubs provide youth an opportunity to build 
mastery, foster independence, develop a sense of 
belonging, and contribute to communities through 
service learning. Pulaski County has: 

¶ One Community Club  Richland 
4-H 

¶ One Military Club  Fort Leonard 
Wood 

¶ One Family Club  Laughlin Family 
¶ One Horse Club  Renegade 

Riders 
  Total Enrollment  = 253  
 

4-H Camps...An Intentional Experience : 
Wouldnôt it be great if your child came home from 
camp with new friends, an increased sense of 
self, and woke up the next 
morning and made their 
bed without being 
reminded!  Thadôs what 
happens when youth 
attend 4-H camp.  Over 
500 youth and families 
participate each June!  
Take a look at what kids and parents are saying 
about their 4-H camping experience: 
¶ 96% met new people they would like to 

stay in touch with. 
¶ 85% learned the importance of being on 

time 

¶ 96% want to return to camp next year 
¶ 90% learned to value the opinion of others 

¶ 91% felt their children were more willing 
to try new things after camp. 

¶ 81% said the 4-H camp helped their child 
complete chores and assignments they 
were responsible for. 

¶ 99% felt the benefit that camp had on 
their children outweighed the cost and 
were glad they sent their children to camp. 

¶ Four  Pulaski county youth attended 
Resident Camp at Camp Clover Point  

¶ Two families attended Military Family 
Camp 

Staff Serving Pulaski County  4-H Youth  



 
 

Community Activities : 

The kick-off for the Tri-County Fair in Richland 
each year is the Annul Kidôs Day. 650 kids 
spent the day participating in numerous hands-
on activities.  
¶ Leather Craft 
¶ Crafts 

¶ Games 
¶ Face Painting 
¶ Watermelon Eating 
¶ Jump House 
¶ Hula hoops 

¶ Sack Races 
¶ Corn Pit 
 

 
Fort Leonard Wood (FLW) 4 -H Day s ñ4-H 
Quest for Discoveryò  
Over 300 6th grade students from Waynesville 
Middle School and Wood Middle School 
attended the 5th annual 4-H Skillathon at the 
Dru Pippin Youth Center.  Thirty-four adult 
staff and volunteers presented the activities.   
 
Hands-on activities included: 

¶ Building Castles--4-H Engineering and 
Design 

¶ Edible Dishes--4-H Food and Fitness 
¶ Archery-- 4-H Shooting Sports 
¶ JoustingïBoffers--4-H Healthy Lifestyles 
¶ Catapults-- 4-H Technology 
¶ Camo-coolers --4-H Community Service 

¶ Heraldry-- 4-H Computers 
¶ Nine-Menôs Morris-- 4-H Visual Arts 

 
3,  2,  1 Actionéé.. 
On February 15-17, a group of military and 
civilian youth gathered at Fort Leonard Wood's 
Lake of the Ozarks Recreation Area (LORA) to 
learn the art of videography.  This Operation 

Military Kids event was packed with creativity, 
learning and fun.  With these new skills the youth 
participants can communicate their messages by 
creating public service announcements, 
commercials, and more.  

The weekend's project was a PSA that focused on 
support for military youth and their link to 4-H.  
The Army and 4-H have been partners since 
1995, and 4-H clubs are found on every 
installation with a Child, Youth and School 
Services program around the world.   

The PSA titled Head, Heart, Hands and Health 
won the Senior Division in the 4-H Digital 
Mayhem. 

 
Fort Leonard 
Wood ïArmy 
4-H Project  
 
Activities 
included: 

¶ 60 Clover Kids attended Kids Day at the 
Tri-County Fair. 

¶ 4-H Days for Pulaski County 6th graders 
¶ Garden nô Grow project with Master 

Gardeners at SAS and Pippen Youth Center 

¶ Archery 
¶ Cooking 
¶ Sewing 
¶ Dance 

¶ Leadership 
¶ Computers 
¶ Photography 
¶ Fine Arts 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Business Development  

Nutrition Education Program  

As entrepreneurs and innovators, Missouriôs 
small businesses are becoming a more diverse 
group that continues to make the stateôs 
economy productive. There are approximately 
500,000 small businesses in Missouri. Nearly 
98 percent of all businesses with employees 
are categorized as small businesses. In 
assisting the owners and managers of those 
businesses, MU Extension contributes to a 
countyôs economic development and the well-
being of its citizens and communities.  
 
In Camden, Miller, Laclede & Pulaski Counties, 
during 2008, business development program 
served 430 people and their companies with 
business start-up and management counseling, 
training, and other assistance. In addition, 
entrepreneurs and business owners in those 
four counties reported the following economic 
impact and activity as a result of the services 
provided by the MU Extension Business 
Development Program:  

¶ New jobs:  52 
¶ Government contracts:  $927,587 

¶ New businesses:  3 
¶ Clients/companies receiving business 

counseling:  61 

¶ Business training attendees and 
conference participants:  369 

 
Overall, the University of Missouriôs Business 
Development Programs (BDP) served 21,983 
people and their businesses state-wide. The 
total impact for all businesses assisted by the 
BDP was: 

¶ New jobs:  9,719 
¶ Sales increases:  $211,170,000 
¶ Government contracts:  $364,337,000 
¶ New businesses:  192 

¶ Jobs retained:  1,123 
¶ Loans and investments in business:  

$105,138,000 

¶ Acquired assets:  $39,493,000 
¶ Investment in commercialization:  

$34,245,000 in SBIR/STTR or research 
proposals submitted with $9,887,000 
awards received 

¶ Clients/companies receiving business 
counseling:  3,620 

¶ Business training attendees and conference 
participants:  18,363 

 
THE BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM DELIVERY 

NETWORK INCLUDES -  

¶ Missouri Small Business & Technology 
Development Centers (MO SBTDC) 

¶ Missouri Procurement Assistance Centers 
(MO PTAC 

¶ Missouri Market Development Program  
¶ Career Options  
¶ Missouri Environmental Program  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATI ON, CONTACT:  
Jackie Rasmussen 
BD Specialist 
Camden County Extension Center 
P.O. Box 1405 
Camdenton, MO 65020  
Phone: 573-346-2644     
http://extension.missouri.edu/camden/ 
 
Visit the state business development program 
website at www.missouribusiness.net 

 

 

 
 
University of Missouri Extension (UME) Family 
Nutrition Education Programs (FNEP) reached 
5,061 low-income participants with nutrition 
education in Pulaski County during 2008.  FNEP 
provides information on nutrition, food safety, 
and physical activity for lifelong health and 
fitness. Bonnie Drury and Lavina Wilson are the 
Nutrition Program Associates in Pulaski County. 

 
 

Nutrition education for youths provides 
information in kid-friendly terms and lessons with 

Local Government  

http://www.missouribusiness.net/
http://www.missouribusiness.net/


hands-on activities. Activities include 
opportunities for taste-testing healthy foods 
and practicing skills that lead to good health. 
Education for adults includes nutrition, food 
safety, physical activity, and food resources 
management. 
 

Additional programs being offered in Pulaski 
County included Kids In The Kitchen, Health 
Fairs, the Pyramid of Power assembly play, and 
the Food Power interactive exhibit. 
 

During 2008, 5,034 youths and 27 adults were 
served through schools, community groups and 
agencies. The following is a list of the locations 
where participants were served: 
Schools: Crocker Elementary, Dixon 
Elementary, Dixon Middle, Freedom 
Elementary, Ft. Wood Elementary, Laquey 
Elementary, Laquey High, Partridge 
Elementary, Pershing Elementary, Piney Ridge, 
Richland Elementary, Richland High, Thayer 
Elementary, Waynesville East Elementary, 
Waynesville Middle, Waynesville High, Williams 
Elementary, and Pick Elementary. 
Agencies:  MOCA, Head Start, Head Start 
Parents Group, 4-H, Parents As Teachers, St. 
Roberts and Richland Districtsô Back-To-School 
Fairs, Roubidoux Early Child Development 
Center, Ozark Technical College, and Pulaski 
County Library System.  
 

In summary, it has been a successful year in 
Pulaski County for FNEP. 
 
 

Human Development  

 
Human Development and Family Studies 
Specialist Sarah Traub had 543 personal, direct 
educational contacts with Pulaski County 
Citizens in 2008.  These contacts were made 
through several of the below programs held in 
Pulaski County in 2008: 
 
Better Child Care for Missouri:  
 76 child care providers attended 7 
trainings for annual credit in Pulaski County.  
Topics included: Emergency Preparedness, 

Promoting Early Literacy in Young Children, 
Socializing Healthy Habits: Nutrition Environment 
(2), Encouraging Young Scientists, Choosing to 
Lead, Infant/Toddler Issues, and Community 
Connections. 
 
Basic Parenting  & Building Strong Families  
Classes: 
 49 parents of children ages 18 and under 
were reached at sessions held with topics 
including Guidance, Nurture, Kids & Self-Esteem, 
and Positive Discipline.  
 
Connecting for Baby: Relationship 
Education:  
 3 couples have been reached at 4 monthly 
sessions held to help build their relationship for 
their unborn or newborn baby. 
 
Progressive Agriculture Safety Day:  
 Pulaski Countyôs First Annual Farm Safety 
Day was held at Swedeborg School for students 
in grades 2nd-8th.  37 students rotated to stations 
on topics of ATV Safety, Fire Safety, Bicycle 
Safety, Electricity Safety, Firearm Safety and 
Livestock Safety. 
 

 

      
 
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy:  
 13 people participated regularly in one of 
three 10 week sessions taught throughout 2008. 



Master Gardeners  

Master Gardener mission is to extend university 
horticulture information to the public.  This was 
a year to bring local people to gardening and 
to increase community bonds with Fort 
Leonard Wood.   In addition this was a year for 
advancing Master Gardener training, to fortify 
Master Gardeners with more information for 
the public.  
 
In January, the chapter hosted a Level 1 
Course to train brand new master gardeners.  
In May the chapter graduated 27; bringing the 
total to 66 Master Gardeners trained since their 
beginning in 2005; and an additional 10 
relocating to Pulaski County from other 
counties/states.  
 
In April, Master Gardeners offered booths at 
three garden centers, and at Fort Leonard 
Wood Earth Day, to answer spring gardening 
questions.   In April and May, the group hosted 
a Short Course Series to the gardening public, 
which was attended by 41 families.   Nine 
prominent speakers offered exciting topics.  In 
May, June and July, Master Gardeners 
developed a Gardening Apprentice Program at 
Pippen Youth Center at Fort Leonard Wood, 
teaching high school youth to grow vegetables 
and flowers.    
 
In October, Master Gardeners landscaped the 
2008 Habitat for Humanity House in Pulaski 
County.  Master Gardeners began a plant 
rescue program in 2007, saving plants from 
houses to be razed at the military base.   After 
over-wintering the plants, many were 
redistributed to military, and some found a 
home at the Habitat House.  

 
 
 

In September, two members from the Pulaski 
County chapter traveled to Branson for the annual 

State Master Gardener Conference.  These 
members attended Level II training classes while 

at Conference.  An additional two members 
completed a Level II course ñHealthy Yards for 
Clear Streamsò at University of Missouri, in 

preparation for a similar ecologically-based course 
to be offered locally in March, 2009.   

 
Master Gardeners hosted an extensive Level II 

training series in Pulaski County.   Professors and 
experts offered seven advanced topics; and 61 

Master Gardeners participated.  
 

Pulaski County Master Gardeners donated 1652.5 
volunteer hours in 2008.  According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the dollar value of volunteer 
time is $19.51 per hour.  This places a value of 
approximately $32,240 on the time volunteered 
by local Master Gardeners.  The Pulaski County 

Master Gardeners also increased their knowledge 
by taking 374 education hours; 316 hours were 

preparation for Level II Master Gardeners. 
 

Agronomy : Soil Testing  

 
¶ 54 soil tests were submitted and reviewed 

in 2008. 
¶ 63 personal, direct educational contacts 

were made with Pulaski County citizens in 
2008 by Agronomy Specialist Ted Fry. 

¶ Education programs and technical 
assistance was provided in Pulaski County for 
Master Gardeners, pesticide applicators, 
agricultural production, horticultural 
enterprises, businesses, schools, 
municipalities, Ft. Leonard Wood, and 
homeowners on a variety of related subjects 
including soil fertility, integrated pest 
management, horticulture, forages, weed 
control, water quality and soil conservation, 
farming alternatives, and landscaping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


