
2008 PRIDE POINTS of  

PLATTE COUNTY UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

NORTHLAND ETHNIC FESTIVAL 
Platte Extension works with library, school and other community groups on the free 
Northland Ethnic Festival; over 1,200 attend the spring event to gain awareness 
and appreciation of ethnic and cultural diversity in our community.  Event included 
music, dance, displays, crafts, and food. 

4-H POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT   
 

Leadership skills learned and utilized in 4-H Clover Kid Camp, Day Camp, club 
meetings, Council meetings, public presentations, &  Family Fun event. 
Communication skills enhanced with 4-H Essay, Theme & Logo contests, posters 
and 4-H member written skits and talent entries in Share the Fun. 
4-H Character Councils in Park Hill and Platte County R3 teach character, ethics 
and avoiding prejudices to 800 middle school students; surveys showed that 81% 
learned definitions and words like prejudice, discrimination, bias, stereotyping and 
92% learned to appreciate differences among their classmates.   
Extension and 4-H displays set-up at libraries and other public sites. 
Platte 4-Hers ranked higher than state/national averages in academic competence, 
behavioral and emotional school engagement, perceived likelihood of going to col-
lege, connection, confidence, contribution to community, leadership, social accep-
tance, and lower risk behavior in the National Study of Positive Youth Development. 
End of 4-H year assessment by clubs “strongly agreed” that youth develop leader-
ship, become active citizens, choose their own level of involvement, trust volunteers 
and staff,   are actively engaged in learning through hands on activities and that 
there are many ways to experience success. in 4-H. 
Extension and 4-H displays set-up at libraries and other public sites. 

4-H is an organization 
for youth 5-18 years 
old.  Members learn 
life skills, leadership 
and citizenship 
through project work, 
clubs, shows, exhib-
its, conferences and 
contests. 

 

AGRICULTURE, HORTICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 
§ Soil Tests & recommendations for 150 homeowners, specialty crop/agronomy farms. 
§ Demonstration Rain Garden maintained by Lady Bugs & Beetles 4-H Club. 
§ On-Site Fruit & Vegetable Consulting for commercial and homeowner production. 
§ Private Pesticide Applicator training conducted for 20 people. 
§ Ag Newsline, our regional newsletter, sent to 115 Platte County Ag producers. 
§ 110 wines entered in Platte Countyõs Missouri Wine Competition. 
§ Growing Growers program teaches potential producers about specialty crop  production & 

sales through monthly workshops and season-long apprenticeships. 
§ Extension Recycling program diverted 17 tons of material. 
§ One-on-One Assistance in horticulture and agronomy. 
§ Master Gardeners once-a-week volunteers answer gardening questions, as well as     

present educational programs, & educate gardeners at flower, lawn and garden shows. 
§ Great Plains Vegetable Growers Conference in St. Joseph, planned and coordinated by 

Extension Horticulture Specialists for growers from 5 states.  
§ 12 learn about horse husbandry for stewardship of natural resources. 
§ Pest Monitoring program tracks exotic pests into the county. 
§ Natural Resource Conservation efforts through Soil & Water Conservation District, Mid-

America Association of Conservation Districts, & Mid-America Regional Council. 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:  extension.missouri.edu/platte 
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2008 Extension Council:  Sharon Aring, Maggie Basch, Bill Collins, Valarie Eber, Lisa Eckold, Kris Fulk, Steve Goodlet,     
Martha Green, Woody Grutzmacher, Pat Jesaitis, Aaron Jung , Patricia Klee, Jim Plunkett, Margaret Reichart, Jenny Roper, 
Sandy Ruppert, Susan True, Fred Whisman  
Platte County Staff:  Sharen Hunt, 4-H Youth Specialist/County Program Coordinator; Marlin Bates, Horticulture Specialist, 
Marti Everett and Mary Kay Grusenmeyer, Administrative Assistants; Katie Cook, Bookkeeper 

Platte County University of Missouri Extension 
11724 NW Plaza Circle, Suite 300 

Kansas City, MO  64153 
Ph:  816.270.2141 

Email:  platteco@missouri.edu 

Extension Financial Support 
 

University of Missouri  $142,000 
Platte County                  55,700 
Services/Programs           3,200 
Grants                            6,000 

OTHER HELPFUL EXTENSION WEB SITES 
4-H ~ mo4h.missouri.edu 

 

National 4-H Council 4-H volunteer Information 
 ~ 4hvolunteersusa.org 

 

Master Gardeners ~ extension.missouri.edu/gkcmg  
~ Hotline 816-833-8733 

Missouri Environment and Garden Newsletters      
 ~ agebb.missouri.edu/hort/ 

 

Plant, Insect, and Water Diagnostic Clinic  
 ~ soilplantlab.missouri.edu/plant 
 

Commercial Agriculture ~ agebb.missouri.edu/commag  

 

Missouri Naturalist ~ monaturalist.org 

 

Human Environmental Sciences ~ learningandlivingwell.org 
 

Online Courses/Degrees ~ online.missouri.edu 

BUSINESS AND WORK FORCE PREPARATION 
§Distance learning enrollment of 197 for credit hours through MU Continuing and Distance Education. 
§Workshops and tours on 50 plus careers presented at Kansas City 4-H Global Conference in Platte             
 County for 350 teens and adults from 4 states. 
§4-Hers gain interview skills through 4-H contests and evaluation of Platte County Fair exhibits. 
§Planning to start your own business program in Weston. 
§Career presentations to high school classes. 

HUMAN ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

§ Stay Strong and Healthy strength training series for 20 as well as nursing home and community centers. 
§ Diabetes Management programs with the Health Department and support groups. 
§ Portion Control exhibits and information at health fairs and senior events. 
§ Nutrition Pyramid classroom presentations at Platte County R3 school for 250 students. 
§ Adventures in Nutrition, Building my Body, Fun with Food and Fitness for 815 elementary students in Park 

Hill schools through 6 lesson series. 
§ Food Power event at West Platte, North Platte and Platte County R3 elementary schools. 
§ Silver Threads newsletter sent to 20 senior citizens (extension.missouri.edu/silverthreads). 

PLATTE PET POWER   
§  1000 care facility residents visited by volunteers and their credentialed animals 
ñTo enhance communications and relationships between generations and with those in facilities or in group settings.ò 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
§ County government forum convened; local government quiz developed. 
§ Assistance for direct marketing of locally grown foods.. 
§ Farmer’s Market development. 
§ Food Policy Council developing leadership & organization for local food systems. 
§ 4-H families  contribute hundreds of hours and dollars to Community Service; ie. school supplies/books/food  for 

needy, crafts for hospital and senior centers, blankets for teen shelter, cards and banners for military, park clean-
up, rain garden care, work for animal shelters, non-profit thrift store and cleaning fair building. 


