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26 Thanksgiving 
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25  Christmas 
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4-H Members, Parents and Leaders: 
 

My name is Jeremy Elliott-Engel and over the last two weeks I have met some of 
you and look forward to meeting each of you as I start to roll up my sleeves and 
get to more and more events.  As some of you know, I have moved to Southwest 
Missouri as your 4-H Youth Development Specialist from upstate New York 
(Springwater, south of Rochester).  No, I didn’t live in Manhattan, but grew up in 
the country, as a seven year 4-H member!  I joined 4-H when I was 11 and started 
with poultry and faced many challenges in that project from ever present raccoons 
to neighborhood dogs.  Although my dream was always a steer, which I never did 
get, I bred, raised and showed market lambs and dairy goats.  My projects were 
not only limited to livestock as I also gardened, sewed a pair of white show pants 
and baked.  Just as I couldn’t control the many dangers with my poultry project I 
also had little choice over where I was offered an exciting new  job.  I had to make 
a decision if it was right to go along with the opportunity.  As you spend your year 
working on your project there are often events that happen outside of your control 
(raccoons, moving), it is how we approach our challenges that is important.  Keep 
in mind these statements from Alexander Lockhart’s book “The Portable Pep 
Talk.” 
 
ñYou cannot control the length of your life, but you can  control its width and depth. 
You cannot  control the counter of your countenance, but you can  control its expression. 
You cannot  control the other person’s opportunities, but you can  grasp your own. 
You cannot  control the weather, but you can  control the moral atmosphere which sur-
rounds you. 
You cannot  control the distance that your head shall be above the ground, but you can  
control the height of the contents in your mind.   
You cannot  control the other person’s faults, but you can  see to it that you yourself do not 
develop or harbor provoking propensities.” 
 
Think about how you approach changes in your project.  4-H wants you to have 
blue ribbon projects but more importantly we want you to learn with your friends, 
family and supportive adults the challenges that you cannot always control that 
life gives you, and have fun while doing it.   

 

Jeremy Elliott -Engel  

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð ðððððððððððððððð ðððððððððððð-- 

 

Hello 4 -H Families;  

I am pleased to introduce Jeremy Elliott -Engel who is now serving 
as your new Youth Specialist. He brings with him lots of 4 -H experi-
ence and has a real appreciation for the program. Jeremy will have 
duties in our county, as well as, Newton and Barry.  I am anxious 
for you to meet our new Specialist. I know he will add so much to 
your 4 -H experience.  His enthusiasm and energy is just what we 
need!  

Lynda  
 

 



that I cover in the article should help you with select-
ing your steer or heifer. The first thing when selecting 
a beef animal is to start at the ground and work up. 
When a calf is walking naturally I want to see its back 
foot land in the same track that its front foot just 
came out of. If it’s close then it’s not good enough as 
this is a soundness issue. Experience has taught me 
that if they’re not sound when they are in the 400-
600 pound range then they wont’ be sound enough 
when they are grown. Next, look at body capacity– I 
like to see a deep heart girth and a well sprung rib. If 
your animal can consume more feed then they can 
probably gain more weight. When I look at the top of 
a calf I want to see a straight, wide  back that is level 
through the hooks and pins. As we move to the front 
of the calf I want to see a 45 degree angle from its 
crops( withers) to its point of shoulder. It’s knee 
should be behind the point of shoulder when stand-
ing with its head up. A long clean neck that ties 
neatly into its shoulder is necessary for a smooth ap-
pearance. When viewed  from the rear I like to see a 
big hip and a bulging lower quarter. Their leg should 
be as straight as possible from their tail head down 
through their flank. When calves look fat and soggy 
they are usually easier to feed and do better when 
put on feed. Try to avoid calves that are fat sided or 
weak topped. There are many places to buy your 
beef animal if you don’t raise your own. I would 
strongly suggest that if you are buying your beef ani-
mal, that you purchase your animal from someone 
that will help you if you have any problems or ques-
tions about your animal. There are many people that 
raise and sell club calves that are more than happy 
to help you make your project successful. Ask them 
questions before you make a purchase and if you 
can talk to people that have bought calves from them 
before.  

I hope everyone has a chance to stop by and met 
Mr. Jeremy Elliott-Engel at the extension office and 
that we all have a successful show season this year. 

Good luck to all!  Jarod Kennedy 
 

4-H Council Meeting  

The Newton County 4-H Council will met on Thurs-
day, November 5, 2009 to elect officers for the 2010 
4-H year and to iron out details about our annual 
Recognition Night coming up on November 21. They 
will meet at the fairgrounds in the Youth Building in 
Neosho beginning at 7:00 PM.  
  

Recognition Night  

4-H Recognition Night is where you get to be ap-
plauded for the work you have done in 4-H this past 

CLUB NEWS  
Welcome to our newest club, the East Newton 4 -H 
Club.  They met on September 20 and elected offi-
cers. They are as follows: President-Kacie Clonts, 
Vice President-Logan Kennedy, Secretary-Hailey 
Heupel, Asst. Secretary-Emily Clonts, Treasurer-
Houston Harris, Asst. Treasurer-Jackson Farmer, 
Reporter-Kendra Kennedy, Asst. Reporter-Tori 
James, Historian-Kanah Burkey, Asst. Historian-
Sarah Bowling, Game leader-Shelby Palmer, Song 
Leader-Barrett Burkey. All members who want to be 
in on the t-shirt design contest need to bring their 
entries to the next meeting. Members, please re-
member to attend our community service activity on 
October 10 between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Lets 
make a difference in someone’s life! 
Kendra Kennedy, Reporter 
 
 

The Diamond Renegades 4 -H Club  held their first 
meeting of the 2009-2010 year on September 14, 
2009 at the Diamond Elementary Cafeteria. There 
were 10 members, 6 leaders and 9 new members 
present. We welcomed those new members coming 
from other clubs. We discussed and voted on the 
Scarecrow for Barnyard Days. Work day for it is 
September 28 at the Littlefield’s at 3:00 PM. National 
4-H Week activities will include handing out pencils 
and talking about 4-H at the Diamond School and 
Thomas Jefferson. Any members wanting to turn in 
pictures/articles for the newspaper were given infor-
mation along with along with television opportunities. 
New officers were elected as follows: President-
Shelby Smallwood, Vice president-Chance hardy, 
Secretary-Cady Littlefield, Treasurer-Marisa Donica, 
Historian-Moriah Donica, Reporter– Bailey Louden, 
Song/Game Leader-John Paul Littlefield, Andrew 
Littlefield and Morgan Massey. Our next meeting will 
be a fall party at the Hardy’s house on October 10 at 
6:30 PM with a trip to the Corn Maze for those want-
ing to attend at 5:00 PM. Thanks to the Massey fam-
ily who brought refreshments for everyone.             
Bailey Louden, Reporter 
 

Reporters, send your club news to Lynda 
DuMond at dumondl@missouri.edu or send it to 
the Newton County Extension Office, Smith Hall - 

601 Laclede, Neosho, MO 64850.  
 

COUNTY NEWS 

Advice For Selecting Show Animals  

Here is again, that time of year when we are all 
starting to look at next years beef projects. Mr. Elliott
-Engel asked me to give a few pointers on what cri-
teria we use when selecting an animal. The points 
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ion, law, business, NASA, Drug Enforcement Agency, 

U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, and much more.  Meet 
people from Denmark, Germany, Mexico, India, Japan, 
Gambia and points beyond at an Ethnic Enrichment 
Festival that includes ethnic food, dance and crafts.  A 
keynote presentation, dances and other activities round 
out the experience. The cost is $270 for youth (4 per 
sleeping room) and $355 for adults.  Youth may attend 
this conference no more than two times if they meet the 
age requirement. Visit http://www.4h.missouri.edu/
events/globalconf/  for more details and registration in-
formation.  Don't miss out! 
 

 

Orscheln Farm & Home 10% Off  
Orscheln will give 10% off on all project supplies for 4-H 
and FFA members. For details and to get your discount 
card, see your nearest Orscheln Farm & Home.  
 
 

BOAC Grant Forms  
Applications are due December 1 , for the State Dept. of 
Ag’s Building Our American Communities program 
which gives(18) $500 grants to 4-H each fall. For an ap-
plication call 573-751-5618 or on-line at: http://
mda.mo.gov/connect/youth/boac.php  
 
 

MFA Saddle Award  
Sponsored by MFA Agri-Services-Feed Division, the 
MFA Saddle Award is for Missouri 4-H members aged 
14 years and older participating in the Missouri 4-H 
Horsemanship Program who demonstrate knowledge 
and skills in horsemanship and horse science, the ability 
to share the knowledge and skills with other members 
and a commitment to better their community. The MFA 
Saddle Award is presented at the Missouri Equine Cele-
bration in January.  

-H Office by 

December 15.   

-H Horse-
manship Manual LG1400.  
 
 

 

ñYouth as Professionalsò Seminar  
The State 4-H Council proudly presents ―Youth as Pro-
fessionals,‖ a seminar for teens age 15-18. As a follow-
up to Camp Food & Fitness, this event focuses on at-
taining the skills needed to succeed in the workforce. 
Sessions include How to Apply for a Job, How to Nail 
the Interview, How to Shop for Work Clothes, How to 
Succeed in the Workplace, and How to Find the Right 
Career for You. Sessions will be taught by experts from 
MU Extension Human Resources, the College of Human 
Environmental Sciences, and the MU Career Center. 
This event will take place from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday, 
November 14th on the MU Campus. Cost is $10/person 
and there is no limit on how many youth may participate 
from each county.  For additional information, please 
visit http://4h.missouri.edu/go/events/professionals/.  

 
 

 

year. It’s our chance to tell our leaders and volun-
teers thank you for their help, and to award the 
members for all their hard work. This year the date 
for Recognition Night has been set for Saturday,  
November 21 at 6:00 PM at the Newton County Fair-
grounds. Refreshments will be served for you and 
your family. Be watching your mailbox for an invita-
tion to this event.  
 

Newton County Extension Office  

The Newton County Extension Office has relocated 
to the Crowder College Campus. You will find the 
office at 601 Laclede in Smith Hall. Smith Hall is a 
red brick building on D Highway directly across the 
street from the new Rough Rider apartment com-
plex. You are invited to an open house there on 
Sunday, October 25 from 2-4 PM.  This would be a 
great time to meet our new Youth Specialist and see 
the much improved office space.  As always, Jeremy 
or Lynda are glad to see you or answer any ques-
tions you may have in the Pineville or Neosho office.  
We hope to see you at the Newton County Exten-
sion Office open house.   
 

REGIONAL NEWS 

Dixie Stampede  
Webster County 4-H will be sponsoring their 3rd annual 
Kick Off to Christmas this year at Dixie Stampede in Bran-
son. The show is on November 14 at 3 p.m. Ticket price 
includes Dixie Stampede’s NEW Christmas show and a 
fabulous four course feast. Tickets are $20.00 a person.  
Send money to the Extension Office or directly to Jeannie 
Moreno in Webster County for tickets.  Checks need to be 
made payable to Webster County 4-H.   
 
 

Club Exchange  
Michelle Elder and her club members of the Walnut Won-
der Workers 4-H Club in Walnut, Kansas are looking for 
the possibility of having an exchange meeting with one of 
our clubs. If your club is interested contact the Extension 
Office. 
 

 

STATE NEWS 

Kansas City 4 -H Global Conference  
If your future includes a job or career be sure to sign up to 
attend the Kansas City 4-H Global Conference on March 
17-20, 2010.  This conference is for youth age 15 and 
older who want to learn more about careers, technology, 
environment, and cultural diversity.  Enjoy tours to Kan-
sas City area business, corporations and service agen-
cies that include the Board of Trade, Cerner Medical Sys-
tems Technology, Federal Express, fashion industry, pub-
lishing, art and global photography, engineering, aviation, 
and much more.  Participate in workshops that focus on 
topics such as veterinary medicine, geo-science engi-
neering, international careers, journalism, dentistry, fash-

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

http://www.4h.missouri.edu/events/globalconf/
http://www.4h.missouri.edu/events/globalconf/
http://www.freeclipartnow.com/d/25516-1/pilgrims.jpg
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University of Missouri Extension 
Newton County 
Smith Hall - 601 Laclede  
Neosho, MO 64850  

Check out our county 
webpage at: 
http://extension.missouri.edu/
newton 

 
State webpage at: 
http://4h.missouri.edu 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Clover Kids Corner  

        
What Should I Wear Today?  

Need: Old clothing catalogs, magazines, scissors, construction 

paper and glue. 

 

Label one side of the paper óItõs Cold Todayó. Write òItõs Not 

Cold Todayó on the other side.  Ask the children to find pic-

tures of clothing that would be suitable for each weather con-

dition. As they cut out and glue the pictures on their papers, 

talk about how weather affects what we wear.    

Encourage the children to read the weather forecast for the 

week and think about the types of clothing they might need 

for each day.  

 
Ohio State University Extension 1996 ñCloverbud Program 

http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1398_picture_of_a_smiling_child_wearing_a_raincoat_and_holding_an_umbrella.jpg

