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 December 2023  
 
Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension and Engagement, 
 
Thank you for your important partnership with the University of Missouri Extension this past year.     
  
I want to highlight three areas that address needs you helped us identify. 
 
You may recall that the FY 23 state budget provided a one-time $5 million infusion to MU Extension for 
growth. Of that, we allocated about $3 million for field faculty in the areas of agriculture, 4-H, health/human 
development and business and community development.  
 
Through a dedicated hiring effort, and thanks to that allocation, we have hired 168 new employees since 
November 2022. That includes 72 academic/faculty members, most of whom are field specialists in a 
priority area noted above, and 96 staff members (e.g., office administrators, youth and food and nutrition 
associates, etc.). 
 
We also returned more faculty to local program delivery that best serves your county’s needs, while 
preserving the partnership and relationship building work you value. Our extension and engagement 
specialists focus full-time on that work as they serve their assigned multi-county groups. Currently, 19 have 
been hired, with two more in the pipeline.  
 
Finally, we are prioritizing our work with county extension councils. In the new role of partnership and 
council development director, Lorin Fahrmeier focuses on strengthening council representation and 
governance. This role will build stronger links with regional, educational and campus leadership to better 
identify and address local priorities.  
    
At the UM System level, our engagement work across four universities and with leaders across the state 
makes a difference in areas of greatest need: broadband, workforce development, health access, food 
security and healthy futures for our youth.  
 
Your county annual report shows what we are accomplishing together as we Serve Missouri and Deliver 
Mizzou. We look forward to strengthening that partnership with county commissioners and community 
stakeholders in the coming year. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Chad Higgins, PhD  
Interim Vice Chancellor, MU Extension and Engagement 
Chief Engagement Officer, UM System 



Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Jonetta Shaver  
Office Support Staff (retired)

Leslie Lawson
4-H Youth Development Educator

Della Miller 
Human Development Specialist

Teresa Bell 
Nutrition Program Associate

Dr. Ashley Allen Brown
Regional Economic Development Specialist 

Terry Halleran 
Agronomy Specialist 

Joni Harper  
Natural Resources Specialist

Ramon Arancibia 
Horticulture Specialist

Andy McCorkill
Livestock Specialist

Wesley Tucker 
Agriculture Business Specialist

Allison Gunter
Extension and Engagement Specialist

Wayne Prewitt
West Central Regional Director

Ed O’Connor, Chairman
Aaron Windsor, Vice-chairman
Karen Brown, Secretary
Ben Havens, Treasurer
Helen Sosniecki
Paul Lindsey 
Dixie Krisher
Ronna Ford
Jamey Archer
Paul Broner
Ryan Hill
Haley Miller 

Randy Angst, Commissioner
Mac Bobbitt, Master Gardener representative 
Justin Raef, Farm Bureau representative 
Brian McKimmey, Extension Council Youth Liaison

Randy Angst, Presiding Commissioner
David Layman, Eastern Commissioner
Darrell Pollock, Western Commissioner



Return on investment

Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Local Support

Income
County Appropriations 50,000
From carryover 2,467
Total Income 52,467

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 43,733
Travel 2,664
Telephone 838
Office Supplies/Service 3555
Insurance 1677

Total Expenses 52,467

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money, 
through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 
communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff 
mileage and council expenses.

The Laclede County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Laclede 
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Did you know you can donate directly to Laclede County Extension with a gift to 
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county 
office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific 
program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.
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4-H is the nation’s largest youth development organization.
We grow confident young people who are empowered for life today and
prepared for a career tomorrow. 4-H programs empower nearly 6 million
young people across the U.S. through experiences that develop critical life
skills. 4-H is the youth development program of our nation’s Cooperative
Extension System and USDA and serves every county and parish in the U.S.
through a network of 110 public universities and more than 3000 local
Extension offices.

The research-backed 4-H experience grows young people who are four
times more likely to contribute to their communities; two times more likely
to make healthier choices; two times more likely to be civically active; and
two times more likely to participate in STEM programs.

4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential working and learning in 
partnership with caring adults. The mission of 4-H is to provide meaningful 
opportunities for all youth and adults to work together to create sustainable 
community change. This is accomplished within three primary content 
areas, or mission areas – civic engagement and leadership, healthy living, 
and science. These mission areas reiterate the founding purposes of 
Extension through agriculture (e.g., community leadership, quality of life, 
and technology transfer) in the context of 21st century challenges and 
opportunities.

Laclede County 4-H members at Recognition Night
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Barn Bums- meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month
Country Kids- meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month
Friendship- meets on the 1st Saturday of each month
Show Barn- meets on the 1st Thursday of each month

In Laclede County during the 2022-2023 4-H year, 32 adult volunteers 
led 142 members in club and project activities. There are four community 
clubs that meet in Laclede County.

Project Area Enrollment
Youth select projects according to personal interest. 
Enrollment numbers per project area for 2022-2023 
included:
•Livestock & Animals – 122
•Biological, Physical & Plant Sciences – 13
•Communication & Expressive Arts – 83
•Consumer & Family Science – 8
•Environmental Education – 31
•Foods & Nutrition– 34
•Technology & Engineering – 27
•Shooting Sports- 94

Community clubs are organized by 
volunteer club leaders and teams of 
recognized volunteers. Members attend club 
meetings, elect officers, enroll in projects, 
and plan learning and community service 
activities. Some clubs opt to be single-project 
clubs, where all members focus on the same 
project.

Leslie Lawson, 4-H Youth Development Educator
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Above: Laclede County 4-H 
member Blake Wigginton, 
center, tried out for and made 
the State 4-H Shotgun Team in 
August!

Below: Laclede County 4-H 
member Rory Wigginton, second 
from left, tried out for and made the 
State Recurve Archery Team!
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Above: Ava Hughes, far right, was 
elected as the State 4-H Outreach 
Coordinator for the 2022-23 year!

Laclede County 4-H Teen Leadership 
Project took a trip to Jefferson City to visit 
with our state representative, Hannah Kelly.
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The Missouri 4-H Dairy 
Judging Team from left –
right
Coach Karla Deaver, Molly 
Archer, Libby Shaver, Case 
Melzer, Logan Archer, and 
coach Ted Probert.
Molly, Libby, & Logan are 
Laclede County 4-H 
members!!
They have qualified for the 
international contest in the 
summer of 204

The Laclede County 4-H Council is led by a team of 
youth officers. From left – right Jocelynn Newell, Aeva 
Jones, Victoria Jones, Lindsey Prince, Skylar Appleby, 
Eli Nisbett

Laclede County 4-H Livestock 
Judging Team earned several 
banners at the Tiger Invitational
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Terry Halleran, Agronomy Field Specialist

Terry Halleran, Agronomy Field Specialist

Articles were released in my counties, as needed, to address the
current issues at hand. Many were released through the local
extension offices, internet and public communication systems.

Articles published and/or sent out throughout the year:

• Just What Kind of Hay Did You Buy This Year?

• Is Bee Keeping For you?

• Forage Livestock Town Hall Videos DROUGHT ISSUES

• Be Careful What You Feed Your Cattle.

• Timely Pasture Renovation Tips

• Water as a Resource

• Seeding for Annual Pasture Within a Perennial Pasture

• Troublesome Pasture Plants of the Week Articles (26 in all)

Another year has come and gone. In the area of agronomy, for MU Extension, the topic has been all about the
drought. Pastures running short if not out, hay production ½ to 2/3rds at best, stocking rates, culling cows,
cutting dry land corn for silage as it did not make, nitrates/nitrate poising, buying overpriced hay, where can I get
hay, shipping cost, alternative feed sources, planting something that will grow in a drought because we need
something, etc. The list goes on and on. The Drought was and still is a major concern as we go int the next year.

To address these and other issues the following offering were made in the counties I serve. Dallas, Hickory,
Camden, Polk and Laclede. Even if all were not taught specifically in your county, they were made available in
surrounding counties and available to all. Courses were even taught by zoom for those who wished to attend that
way.

1/17 Bee Keeping Class Laclede County

1/19 PPAT Laclede County

8/15 -17 Laclede County Grazing School (Instructor/speaker)

8/28 Drought Survival Meeting Class Laclede County

8/31, 9/7, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 11/2, 11/9 Master Gardener Training Classes Laclede County

Most all soil test handled in my counties come across my desk for evaluation and recommendation. My goal is to 
have helped those in need of soil health concerns.
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Making Informed Lending 
Decisions: What Agricultural 
Lenders Need to Know for 2024
Forty-seven (47) agricultural lenders attended 
the November 15th at Springfield, MO.

Presenters from the 
Farm Service 

Agency and the 
Missouri Agricultural 
and Small Business 

Development 
Authority provided 
agency updates. 

MU Extension specialists presented 2024
outlooks for crops, livestock, and enterprise
budgets and farm input costs.

The new Feedstuff Finder Resource was
launched.

Laclede
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Presiding Commissioner Randy Angst with the 2023 graduating class of Master Gardeners. 

Joy Cabin project at Boswell Park.

Master Gardeners attending a 
field trip to the MSU Fruit 
Experiment Station. Flower entries in the 2023 Laclede County Fair.
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Dr. Ashley Allen-Brown, Regional Economic Development
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Mental Health First Aid
Since December 2020, 921 participants across Missouri 
and four additional states have become certified as mental 
health first aiders by completing Mental Health First Aid 
for adults and youth. 
I completed the certification to teach Mental Health First 
Aid for adults in August of 2023. Since completing the 
certification I have facilitated/co-facilitated three (3) 
virtual Mental Health First Aid for adult programs which 
resulted in the following outreach and teaching results:

• Instructed Mental Health First Aid three (3) times 
to sixty-four (64) participants from twenty (20) 
counties in Missouri.

• Scheduled Taking Care of You (TCOY) once with 
a limited number of participants. This class was at 
the request of the county.

Laclede

Della Miller
Field Specialist in Human 
Development
Serving Laclede, Camden, Dallas, 
Polk, Benton, Hickory, Wright and 
Webster Counties

Childcare Provider Workgroup Childcare programming by Human Development and Family Science Field Specialists in-
person and virtually was completed statewide. The childcare programming provides statewide clock hours for professional 
development for childcare providers who are required to obtain 12 hours each year. In 2023, 610 childcare providers attended 
across the state of Missouri through 36 sessions amounting to 1,220 clock hours provided for professional development. This 
program served 32% of Missouri counties and the City of St. Louis.
• I contributed to this effort by teaching or moderating three (3) virtual classes to fifty-seven (57) participants in six (6) 

counties.
• As an acknowledgment of our teamwork, we were awarded

o Early Childhood Childcare Training Award (2023). 3rd place National Extension Association for Family & 
Consumer Sciences.

• Building Strong Families (BSF) In January 2022, the University of Missouri Extension was approved as a contractor 
with the Missouri Division of Social Services. This enabled Human Development and Family Science Specialists to 
offer parenting education to parents who seek to maintain or regain custody of their children. Through Zoom and in-
person classes, the team served 91 parents, and a total of 740 hours were earned, impacting over 181 Missouri children.

• I contributed to this effort by teaching or moderating three (3) sessions virtually with participants from twenty-three 
(23) throughout Missouri.

• As acknowledgment of our teamwork success, we were awarded:
o National Winner Human Development-Family Relationships Award (2023). 3rd place National Extension 

Association for Family & Consumer Sciences.
o Human Development-Family Relationships (2023). 2nd Place. Central Region. National Extension Association 

of Family & Consumer Science.

Collaborative Teamwork

Mental Well-Being

What Individuals Found Most Helpful After 
Taking Mental Health First Aid:

“The ALGEE action plan is what I found most 
helpful. It gives you something to work through 
when you see someone struggling.”

“Talking through different scenarios helped me 
get a feel of how a conversation may go in real 
life” 

Della Miller, Human Development
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SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2023  

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 
$10,874,798 in federal funds to Missouri.  During FY2023, Missouri’s SNAP-Ed program reached over 
78,000 Missourians through direct classroom education.   Each person participated in an average of 6 
hours of education totaling over 15,000 hours.  In addition, an additional 760,135 persons participated in 
indirect education.   Direct and indirect education resulted in over 1.8 million total contacts with 
Missourians.   

A total of 3849 participants were from Laclede County.   

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 
breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make 
healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to 
contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.  
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.   

During 2023, youth and adults were served through direct teaching at schools, community groups and 
agencies. The following is an example of some of the locations where participants were served in Laclede 
County: 

Schools Agencies 

Joel E Barber Linn Creek Head Start 

Gasconade Elementary L Life Food Pantry 
  
Ezard Elementary Children’s Learning Center 

Stoutland Elementary Sound House 

Joe Esther Elementary Bullfrogs and Little Fishes 

Maplecrest Elementary Laclede County Health Department 

Conway Sr. High Crosslines Ministries 

 

Nutrition Program Associates Teresa Bell & Ashley Blain
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Nutrition Program Associates Teresa Bell & Ashley Blain

"She is asking for salad". A mother told me her daughter has been eating
salads since our nutrition lessons. She stated the lessons were making an
impact on her preschooler. She was eating vegetables. The student's
grandmother also told me about her eating salad when I saw her and the
student at the store.”

“ Last year we made Pizza Wraps from the Kids in the Kitchen
curriculum in summer school. One of the students in summer
school this year shared with the class how she makes them at
home for her family. She shared a funny story had she had made
one for herself when a family member came to her saying thank
you. The family member took the plate and enjoyed the pizza
wrap for herself. The student said I had to make myself another
one because she ate the whole thing. I have had many students
share with me at different times how they still make some of the
recipes we made in class. What a wonderful success when the
students and their families make the recipes at home.”

In addition to the numbers, Nutrition Program Associates, Teresa Bell and Ashley Blain 
shared these success stories demonstrating local impact:

2023 crunch off with over 200 kiddos 
from Joel E Barber Elementary and 
HeadStart.
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Since starting this position in June 2023, I have programmed with around 600 children
from local schools in grades Pre-school through 6th grade. I have kept MU Extension’s
relationships with the local food pantry L-life strong and attended the “Party in Park” in
September that had over 650 people in attendance. I’ve also started a new connection
with our local Farmer’s Market this past summer and offered resources to our local
farming and produce community.

Nutrition Program Associate Ashley Blain

In this class we read Picky Nicky, a 
little girl who put spaghetti on 
everything before she would eat it. I 
made up a little game to go with it 
with spaghetti (yarn).
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I did a series of 6 lessons with the Healthy Plants Healthy Bodies curriculum in a preschool. We grew lettuce in an aero garden 
and lettuce and spinach in a mineral tub and made a leafy green salad to taste at our last lesson. The students learned about
planting and growing food and were able to taste the lettuce and spinach they grew.
One of the students ask me, “can I have more spinach?” Doing taste tests are so important, so many children learn they like
foods when they try them. The children enjoyed planting seeds, watering, harvesting and most of all tasting healthy foods. We
made a delicious salad with our lettuce and spinach, added some carrots strips, grape tomatoes and shredded cheese. A few of
the students ate all their salad, most of them ate part of the salad and most importantly all of them tried the salad. We talk
about the importance of trying foods several times. Several of the children learned they like spinach and lettuce when you make
it into a salad.

Nutrition Program Associate Teresa Bell
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