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Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension and Engagement, 
 
Thank you for your important partnership with the University of Missouri Extension this past year.     
  
I want to highlight three areas that address needs you helped us identify. 
 
You may recall that the FY 23 state budget provided a one-time $5 million infusion to MU Extension for 
growth. Of that, we allocated about $3 million for field faculty in the areas of agriculture, 4-H, health/human 
development and business and community development.  
 
Through a dedicated hiring effort, and thanks to that allocation, we have hired 168 new employees since 
November 2022. That includes 72 academic/faculty members, most of whom are field specialists in a 
priority area noted above, and 96 staff members (e.g., office administrators, youth and food and nutrition 
associates, etc.). 
 
We also returned more faculty to local program delivery that best serves your county’s needs, while 
preserving the partnership and relationship building work you value. Our extension and engagement 
specialists focus full-time on that work as they serve their assigned multi-county groups. Currently, 19 have 
been hired, with two more in the pipeline.  
 
Finally, we are prioritizing our work with county extension councils. In the new role of partnership and 
council development director, Lorin Fahrmeier focuses on strengthening council representation and 
governance. This role will build stronger links with regional, educational and campus leadership to better 
identify and address local priorities.  
    
At the UM System level, our engagement work across four universities and with leaders across the state 
makes a difference in areas of greatest need: broadband, workforce development, health access, food 
security and healthy futures for our youth.  
 
Your county annual report shows what we are accomplishing together as we Serve Missouri and Deliver 
Mizzou. We look forward to strengthening that partnership with county commissioners and community 
stakeholders in the coming year. 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Chad Higgins, PhD  
Interim Vice Chancellor, MU Extension and Engagement 
Chief Engagement Officer, UM System 
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The Travis and Whitney Smith Family

2023 Henry County Farm Family 

2023 Century Farm Families
Eric and Megan Warren of Calhoun have 120 qualifying acres on their Century Farm.  The original owner was 

Great-Great Grandfather Gottleib F. Scheele, who acquired the land in 1878.

Fred and Aletta Swaters of Appleton City have 120 qualifying acres on their Century Farm.  The original owner 

was Grandfather Peter J. Mayer, who acquired the land in 1907.



Return on investment

Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Local Support

Income

County Appropriations 66,957

Total Income                  $66,957

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 52,312

Travel 2,472

Telephone 3,324

Postage 1,000

Advertising 150

Office Supplies/Services 4,478

Insurance 2,215

Repairs/Equipment 1,006

Total Expenses             $66,957

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money, 

through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 

communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff 

mileage and council expenses.

The Henry County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Henry County 

Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Did you know you can donate directly to Henry County Extension with a gift to be 

used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. Monies 

put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county office 

benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific program 

such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

(name of county) County partners
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County
Missouri 4-H

Local Impact

Youth Program Associate, Delaney DeHart in lieu of Kayla Alley 

Positive Youth Development 

4-H is America’s largest youth development organization- empowering nearly six million young 

people with the skills to lead for a lifetime. The mission of 4-H is to give young people access to 

opportunity. Through 4-H, youth members complete hands-on projects in areas like health, 

science, agriculture, and civic engagement.     4-H’ers are four times more likely to give back to 

their communities, two times more likely to make healthier choices, and two times more likely to 

participate in STEM activities. (National 4-H Council, 2023)

Henry County 4-H 

Henry

Henry County is home to five 4-H clubs: the CCA 

Patriots, Clinton Cool Cats, Clinton Cougars, 

Montrose Busy Beavers, and Shawnee Indians. In 

2023, Henry County 4-H clubs reached a 

membership of 151 club members, 47 clover kids, 

and 50 volunteers. Members of Henry County 4-H 

learn by doing under the guidance of adult 

volunteers who teach projects including foods, cake 

decorating, arts and crafts, photography, 

woodworking, and shooting sports, just to name a 

few. Members also work with their clubs to 

complete community service and other educational 

activities and trips. 

Fundraising

This year, Henry County 4-H participated in two 

fundraising events including our Annual 4-H 

Carnival and Spring Auction. Each fundraising 

event helps raise money to give scholarships to 

graduating 4-H members. Between the 4-H 

Carnival and Spring Auction, Henry County 4-H 

raised a total of $5,601.12 to use for scholarships 

and other 4-H activities throughout the year. 



County
Missouri 4-H

Local Profiles and Stories

4-H Camp 

Each summer, Henry County 4-H members have the opportunity to attend 4-H Camp at Camp 

Bobwhite in Knob Noster. 4-H Camp is a memorable experience that allows members to build 

lifelong friendships with 4-H’ers from other counties and participate in fun activities throughout 

the week. Members participate in science experiments, archery, community service, STEM 

activities, and more. In 2023, we had 22 campers, and 11 camp counselors attend 4-H Camp. 

Henry

Community Service

Community service is a staple of 4-H, teaching youth about the importance of giving back, 

improving our communities, and developing innovative solutions to solve problems. This year, 

Henry County 4-H’ers participated in the annual 4-H Feeding Missouri program by completing 

our county’s “Fill-a-Ford” food donation project. Each club is responsible for hosting their own 

food drive and compiling all their donations to help fill the bed of a Ford pickup truck. 



County
Missouri 4-H

Local Profiles and Stories

Henry
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County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Profiles and Stories

300 Days of Grazing Conference – MU Extension 

agronomy, livestock and ag business specialists held a 

grazing conference called “300 Days of Grazing” in June 

2023. The purpose of this conference was to help 

farmers develop ways to extend the grazing season and 

reduce the need for stored or purchased feeds. The 

conference featured speakers from Missouri, Nebraska 

and Arkansas and had approximately 60 participants.

Heroes to Hives – Heroes to 

Hives is a statewide program 

offered through Michigan 

Food and Farming Systems 

(MIFFS) and University of 

Missouri Extension that 

seeks to address financial 

and personal wellness of 

veterans through 

professional training and 

community development 

centered around beekeeping. 

It features hands-on training 

from University of Missouri 

Extension at our teaching 

apiaries in Warrensburg, Mt. 

Vernon and Poplar Bluff  

2023, our third year, had 249 

veterans from all across 

Missouri participate.

Nitrate Testing – Forages experiencing drought stress 

have a tendency to accumulate high levels of nitrate, 

which can be toxic to livestock. MU Extension in Henry 

County tested more than 500 forage samples in 2023 to 

determine whether forages were safe to feed to cattle, 

saving producers from significant animal loss.

Henry

Travis Harper, Agronomy Field Specialist



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Profiles and Stories

Henry

Animal Health and Production

Henry County livestock producers (235) participated in University of Missouri Extension Animal Health and 

Production programs that provide relevant, reliable and timely educational resources that has the potential to 

improve their production system, increase the economic impact while sustaining their natural resources.  Such 

programs include the Missouri Show-Me-Select Bred Heifer Program, Beef Cattle Production Systems, 

Reproductive Management (more than 500 head of cows and heifers artificially inseminated), Forage 

Management and Utilization, Enhanced Record Keeping and general livestock production.  

Many producers gained knowledge regarding drought-related issues (nitrates, prussic acid, alternative feeds, 

supplementing low-quality forages, etc.)  4-H and FFA youth involved in livestock production attended 

programs related to Show Me Quality Assurance training and received requested assistance on livestock project 

management.  Producers were reached via farm visit, office visits, workshop, phone and/or email. Livestock 

producers gained knowledge and/or skills to incorporate management changes in their livestock operation that 

have the potential to increase the economic impact and improve sustainability of their operation while 

maintaining their natural resources.

David Hoffman, Livestock Field Specialist

A large of prospective buyers attended the West Central Missouri Show-Me-Select Bred Heifer Sale 

at Kingsville Livestock Auction in November 2023.  Show-Me-select heifers commanded an average 

sale price of $2883.00 per head.



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Profiles and Stories

Henry

Ramón Aranicibia, Horticulture Specialist

MU Extension Specialist based in Bates County to service 9 counties in the West Central Region. As the 

Field Specialist in Horticulture, the priority is to address the concerns of specialty crop growers in the west 

central region and statewide in collaboration with other regional specialists. 

Face to face farm visits was the main contact method with Amish/Mennonite growers since they don’t have 

access to computers or social media. However, face to face visits as well as phone and emails were contact 

methods with other produce growers and homeowner. Among the main concerns addressed were soil test 

results and fertilizer recommendations, soil-borne diseases, foliar diseases, and pesticide use. In addition, 

assisted produce growers with sampling and submission of samples for plant disease identification and 

management recommendations. 

Information generated from two studies funded by the Missouri Department of Agriculture on sweet potato 

and watermelons and other specific topics were extended to specialty crop growers. Materials include video 

posts in YouTube MUIPM (https://www.youtube.com/@MUIPM) Horticulture and Garden Hour 

(https://ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/), and through printed articles in the MO Produce Growers Bulletin

(https://ipm.missouri.edu/MPG/) and the American Society for Horticultural Science (https://ashs.org/), 

HortTechnology. Other venues were in person seminars and conferences with growers and garden clubs, 

and online webinars as well as Q&A sessions (MU Extension Garden Hour). Coordinated three tracks in the 

2023 Great Plain Growers Conference (GPGC) (https://www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org/) and 

became the chair of the 2024 GPGC organizing committee. And as MU Horticulture team member, co-

coordinated and presented in two webinars: Organic Agriculture Production and Protected production of 

specialty crops. In addition, gave 7 seminars in person to county garden and master gardeners clubs in the 

West Central region, and contributed to the weekly Q&A sessions of the Garden Hour 

(https://ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/). 

Extending information and assisting produce growers in their farms are expected to increase local 

production and the sustainability of the industry. 

Planning and upcoming events

1. Engage with growers on a new grant to manage soil-borne diseases in high tunnels.

2. Conduct series of workshops on gardening and hydroponics in covered counties.

3. Bates Co. Soil and Water Conservation District

4. Direct client consultations (farm visits)

5. Train farmers on food safety

6. Chair of the 2024 GPGC and contribute with presentations.

7. Publications

https://www.youtube.com/@MUIPM
https://ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/
https://ipm.missouri.edu/MPG/
https://ashs.org/
https://www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org/
https://ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/
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Henry

Ramón Aranicibia, Horticulture Specialist, Continued
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County
Business and Community

Local Impact

Henry

MU Value-Added Meats Team – Small Ruminant Fall Field Day

Amie is part of the MU Extension Value-Added Meats Team, led by Kyle 

Whittaker and Jennifer Lutes. We performed a Meat Cutting Demonstration 

at the Lincoln University Cooperative Extension Small Ruminant Fall Field 

Day Meat Processing Workshop at Carver Farm on October 5, 2023. 

Workshop participants learned to identify lamb carcass primals and retail 

meat cuts; use tools such as meat saws, grinders, and knives to process meat; 

and pros and cons of marketing livestock through auction vs. selling meat 

direct to consumers. The lamb was processed and grilled for lunch

Amie Breshears, AgBusiness 

Specialist

Farm Tax Workshops

University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists worked together to 

coordinate one summer and three fall tax schools. The summer school was in person and live online. Fall schools 

were in Columbia and Springfield and in addition a was online. The schools were designed for those who prepare 

taxes including enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPAs, individuals, and attorneys.

The December 12th training included updates on legislation, rulings and cases, individual taxpayer issues, 

agricultural and natural resources topics, ethics, trusts and estates, agriculture and natural resource tax issues, 

business tax issues, business entity tax issues, IRS issues, penalties and defenses, form 4797 sales of property, 

retirement tax issues, like-kind exchange issues. The schools were approved for 8 and 16 hours of continuing 

education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education.  Total continuing education hours 

reported to IRS for the schools was 3,336 hours.

The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS stakeholder liaison, an IRS certified retired ag economics 

professor, an attorney, Missouri Department of Revenue and extension ag business specialists. 
The resources for the schools included the IRS, the National Income Tax Workbook from the Land Grant 
University Tax Education Foundation, and materials written by the instructors.  There were three hundred 
twenty-seven in the 2023 tax school. The participants were from throughout Missouri.  
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County
Health and Human Sciences

Local Impact

Kyleigh Brown, Human Development Field Specialist

FOCUS ON KIDS A parenting education class for those who are raising their children in separate 

households. The class is designed to help parents understand what their children are going through and to see how 

their co-parenting behaviors, good and bad, impact their children. HDFS Kyleigh Brown taught 3 classes in 

Henry County to 7 participants. Overall, 57% of Focus on Kids parents reported a positive change for the 

following statement “I criticize my child’s other parent in front of my child.” 71% of Focus on Kids parents 

reported a positive change for the following statement “I search for the positive in my child’s other parent and 

actively point this out to my child. Quote: "It gave me a different outlook of trying to have a better co-parent 

relationship. Like our relationship needs to be the best it can be for our child, we need to put our problems aside." 

Henry County Participant 2023.

Debbie Dody, Nutrition Program Associate

SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2023

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $10,874,798 

in federal funds to Missouri.  During FY2023, Missouri’s SNAP-Ed program reached over 78,000 Missourians 

through direct classroom education.   Each person participated in an average of 6 hours of education totaling over 

15,000 hours.  In addition, an additional 760,135 persons participated in indirect education.  Direct and indirect 

education resulted in over 1.8 million total contacts with Missourians.  

A total of 1817 participants were from Henry County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 

often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  Those 

who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and 

enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money 

in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

EFNEP Public Value Statement 2023

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 federal funds to Missouri.  

These funds were used to enroll 526 limited-resource families in nutrition education and meal preparation classes, 

representing 1,926 family members. Additionally, 1,980 youth were enrolled in EFNEP classes.  66 of these youth 

and adult participants reside in Henry County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 

often, trying new foods, increasing their physical activity, and making healthier food choices.  Those who practice 

healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high

quality of life throughout the lifespan.

Henry
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Health and Human Sciences

Local Profiles and Stories

Henry

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 

money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums. During 2023, youth and adults were 

served through direct teaching at schools, community groups and agencies. 

The following is an example of some of the locations where participants were served in Henry County:

In addition to the numbers, the following success story demonstrates local impact:  During KIK during Summer 

School I had one young male student that was mortified when he found out that we were putting broccoli in the 

Summer Vegetable Pasta Salad. He said he "just couldn't eat broccoli" because he didn't like it! - so...when he 

wanted to be picked to cut vegetables, I put him at the broccoli cutting station. When it was time to taste the 

pasta salad, he said he didn't want to. I encouraged him to try a very small sample that included a piece of each 

ingredient & told him that if he just ate it all together in one bite that it would be gone before he knew it. 

Reluctantly, he did....AND he was the first one to come back & ask if he could have "another small sample" - I 

saw him & his Dad at Wal-Mart a few days later & he ran up to me & said that he now really liked broccoli & he 

asked if they could buy the ingredients to make that pasta salad at home! I told him I was proud of him for trying 

it & was so happy that he liked it! His Dad said he was shocked that he had asked to buy broccoli & would 

gladly purchase it! Win!

Schools Agencies

Clinton Intermediate School Samaritan Center

Clinton Middle School Henry County Library - Windsor

State Fair Community College Clinton Manor Apartments

Zoe’s Home

Henry County Health Center - Clinton

Care Connections – Clinton Senior Ctr.

Deepwater City Hall

Seventh Day Adventist Church – Clinton

WCMCAA/Antioch Hills – Clinton



MU Extension of Henry County

120 E. Lincoln 

Clinton, MO 64735

660-885-5556

henryco@missouri.edu


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26



