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Do You Know Where Your Child Is at Any Given Time? 
By Ed Browning 

 

By the time you see this, National Farm Safety and Health Week (September 20-26) and 

Farm Safety and Health Day for Children and Youth (September 23) will have come and 

gone.  The Childhood Agricultural Safety Network, a coalition of health and safety 

organizations across North America, has urged parents to „Keep Kids Away from Tractors‟, 

their campaign theme for this annual observance.   

 

Two incidents this spring involving 4-year-olds who fell off tractors driven by their fathers 

have prompted this campaign.  One, an Oklahoma boy killed in the blades of a trailing mower 

and two, an Idaho boy maimed in a rotary cultivator have refocused commitment among 

safety experts to stop the practice of letting children ride tractors.  There are more than 100 

farm related child deaths annually, most of which will die from incidents involving tractors 

and other machinery. 

 

I‟ve written before about a young farmer I know who lost a son in very much the same 

manner.  It was such a loss to the family they never really recovered.   If that wasn‟t enough, 

a similar accident occurred within 30 days and less than 30 miles from the first one.  I‟ve 

since moved away, but I‟ve never forgotten the devastation.  

  

There probably isn‟t a man who farmed an acre of ground that hasn‟t given his child an 

opportunity to ride on a tractor—some for the pleasure, some for the necessity.  I‟ve been 

there when you have to provide child care, but the crops or fields need attention or you‟re 

trying to beat the rain.  There‟s no choice but to take the child with you.  That‟s when the risk 

heightens. 

 

There is no safe place for a rider on a tractor.  Seatbelts, cabs and all the child security 

measures in the world won‟t eliminate the risk of an accident.  There is no risk worth the loss 

of a child.  Follow the Childhood Agricultural Safety Network‟s advice and “Keep Kids away 

from Tractors”.  

 

This shouldn‟t just apply to tractors, but also to ATVs, riding lawn mowers and any other 

power driven, self-propelled implement. 

 

If you‟re interested in more information, contact the National Children‟s Center for Rural and 

Agricultural Health and Safety by email at nccrahs@mcrf.mfldclin.edu or check out their 

website at http://www.marshfieldclinic.org/nccrahs/?page=nccrahs_welcome . 

 

Some manufacturers offer an instructional seat.  These are generally used for a trainer or 

trainee in totally enclosed cabs.  They are not for use by children or for long term use.  

continued on page 3  

Oct. 26, 2009—74th SW Missouri All Breed Performance Tested Bull Sale –Springfield, MO 

Nov. 20, 2009—Show-Me-Select  Heifer Sale—Joplin Regional Stockyards 
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Pregnancy Diagnosis Can 

Increase Profits 
By Dona Goade 

 

How important is pregnancy determination in a 

commercial cow herd?  Open cows in most herds 

account for about two-thirds of reduced calf crop 

percentages, or about 20 percent of lost calf crop in 

Missouri, where the average percentage calf crop 

weaned is 70 percent.  Research shows that pregnancy 

examination to detect open cows and replacing them 

with heifers increases the herd pregnancy rate by 13 

percent.  
 

The per-head cost is small, depending on (a) size of the 

herd, (b) facilities for handling, and (c) length of time 

spent in connection with other veterinary services. The 

cost saved by not wintering one open cow will usually 

pay for pregnancy-checking 25 cows.  
 

After the end of the breeding season, examine all cows 

and heifers for pregnancy. A competent palpator can 

determine the breeding date quite accurately when 

cattle are 45 to 110 days into gestation. Many 

producers prefer to palpate cows as the calves are 

weaned in the fall. Cows are normally worked at this 

time for treatment of grubs, lice and internal parasites. 

At this time, cows should be about 150 days pregnant. 

The chance for an accurate confirmation of breeding 

date by palpation is lower at this time, but the 

determination of pregnancy is easier for the less-

experienced palpator.  
 

The pregnancy determination should be done by a 

skilled, experienced individual. In most situations, this 

would be the local large-animal veterinarian. A 

knowledge of the anatomy of the female reproductive 

tract, the physiological changes associated with various 

stages of pregnancy and experience are necessary to 

become competent at determining pregnancy status.  
 

Open cows and heifers should be culled out of the herd 

before the expense of the winter feeding period. A cow 

that is found open at weaning time will not wean 

another calf for two years. This same period could be 

used to put a heifer calf into production. Research has 

shown that heifers which fail to breed the first year and 

are held over have an average lifetime calf crop of 55 

percent compared to 86 percent for herdmates that 

become pregnant the first year.  
 

Once the pregnancy diagnosis is complete, it is time to 

make a decision on whether or not to market the open 

and cull cows.  The following is an excellent article 

about marketing cull cows. 

Cull Cow Marketing 

Considerations 

Derrell S. Peel 

OSU Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist 
  

Cull cows have the most pronounced seasonal price pattern 

of any class of cattle and one of the most reliable patterns as 

well.   Cull cow prices typically bottom in late October 

through November and rise from December through the first 

half of the year.  A ten-year average shows that cull cow 

prices in the Southern Plains tend to increase from the 

November low by eight percent into January; 15 percent into 

February; and about 18 percent into March and April. 
  

This means that more years than not a producer can take a 

thin cull cow in November and add some weight and sell 

more pounds at a higher price by holding the cow until 

February or March.  Additionally, a thin cow that moves up, 

say one body condition score may bring an additional carcass 

premium compared to her condition at culling.  Obviously 

the economic feasibility of this depends on the costs and 

availability of feed resources and a number of management 

considerations.  The costs of gain are significant as cows are 

r e l a t i v e l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  i n  t e r ms  o f  f e e d 

conversion.  Additionally, retaining cull cows is not 

recommended for cows that are not fundamentally sound and 

healthy. 
  

There are some unique considerations as well as typical 

market considerations for culling this fall.  Cull cow prices 

weakened in July and have remained soft into the 

fall.   Much of the weakness is due to softness in the 

processing meat sector, driven by ample competing meat 

supplies and the availability of competitively priced imported 

processing beef.  Additionally, the dairy sector has funded 

dairy cow liquidation programs that have added price 

pressure in specific weeks and in specific locations.  After 

two rounds of dairy cow buyout that resulted in spikes in 

cow slaughter in May/June and in September, the dairy 

industry (Cooperatives Working Together or CWT) has 

announced a third buyout for 2009.  The timing of the 

slaughter of these cows will likely be in November, precisely 

on top of the seasonal peak in beef cow culling.  This may 

add another reason for beef cow-calf producers to consider 

retaining and feeding their cull cows this year. 
  

The concern for the timing of this third round of dairy cow 

buyout is not so much that it drastically changes the overall 

supply and demand picture for cull cow markets.  The fact is 

that so far this year the increase in dairy cow slaughter has 

been matched by decreased beef cow slaughter and total cow 

slaughter for the year is up only slightly from year ago 

levels.  The problem is more localized in that the two to three 

week surge in dairy cow slaughter in November may 

seriously impact cull cow prices in certain locations where 

the dairy cows are being marketed.  
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continued from page 1 

In Pennsylvania State University‟s publication „Extra 

Riders on Farm Equipment‟, authors Dennis Murphy and 

William Harshman suggest “The idea that an extra rider 

on farm machinery can be carried safely is controversial.  

It is a highly emotional issue when focusing primarily on 

children and their safety.  Some of the underlying factors 

are: age appropriate farm work tasks for children; 

parenting and child supervision options for farm families; 

the economic necessity of child agricultural labor; and 

cultural heritage and lifestyles.  Each of these topics can 

generate their own level of controversy among farm 

families, safety and health professionals, government 

regulators and the public.  Less debatable is a need to 

reduce injuries to all persons living, working and visiting 

on farms.  Following the safety practice of not allowing 

an extra rider is one way to achieve this goal.  Especially 

with children, remember this thought: It’s easier to bury 

a tradition than a child!” 

Creating a good pasture lease is not easy and requires 

some careful thought by both parties.  In general, a good 

lease is one in which both parties agree it is fair and both 

completely understand each other‟s expectations. 
 

Most problems with a pasture lease occur when one or 

more parties do not fully understand what the other one 

expected.  Whether a lease is verbal or in writing, taking 

the time to discuss these issues ahead of time will prevent 

99 percent of the problems that will arise later.   
 

Writing out a lease forces you to consider what may seem 

like minor details now, but can become explosive issues 

later.  Things such as who is responsible for fence repair, 

will the pastures be mowed, who has the right to enter the 

property, or can the tenant sublease the property. 
 

Verbal Lease 

Verbal leases for more than one year are usually 

considered invalid and unenforceable. Although verbal 

leases are binding on heirs, enforcing them can create 

many other problems. 
 

Having the lease written out is probably the best thing to 

do in most all cases.. 
 

If after one year the landlord and tenant agree to extend a 

verbal lease for a second year, then the lease becomes 

what is known as a year-to-year tenancy.  The lease will 

now automatically be extended for another year at the 

anniversary date of the lease, unless one of the parties 

provides a termination notice ahead of time.   
 

The notice must be in writing and provided 60 days prior 

to the anniversary date of the lease, which is when a 

landlord and tenant actually made the agreement, no 

matter when the tenant actually took possession.  The 

termination notice must be in writing, even though the 

lease may be verbal. 
 

Written Lease 

The minimum requirements of a written lease are the 

names of both parties, a legal description of the property, 

the duration of the lease, the rental rate and payment 

arrangements, and signatures of both parties.  However, 

there are several other items that should be considered.   
 

The first is landowner entry rights.  Unless agreed upon in 

the lease, the landowner does not have the right to enter 

the property. 
 

Another item that should be addressed in the lease is 

subleasing.  If the lease does not state that the tenant is 

not allowed to sublease the property, then the tenant can 

What Makes a Good Pasture Lease Agreement? 
By Wesley Tucker 

sublease without the landlord‟s permission as long as it is 

for the same original purpose.   
 

Other special agreements include fence repair and soil 

fertility.  Agreeing on who is responsible for fences and 

who pays for materials ahead of time will ensure that 

fences are maintained and kept in working order.   
 

Soil fertility and lime is one of the most critical 

agreements in the lease.  If pastures are not maintained, 

the productivity will decrease which hurts both the 

landlord and tenant.  This may be a reason to establish a 

multi-year lease because it provides more incentive for 

the tenant to invest in the soil fertility.  
 

Other special agreements include the use of buildings, 

how often pastures should be clipped, noxious weed 

control, and any special restrictions either party desires.   
        

It is in both the landlord and tenant‟s best interest to 

carefully consider all details of a lease ahead of time to 

prevent future disagreements.  A written lease is a good 

way to force everyone to consider the details.  Plus it 

creates an incentive for both parties to structure the lease 

so it is beneficial to both. 
 

A comprehensive fill-in-the-blank pasture lease that can 

be a guide for a developing a lease can be obtained from 

the nearest University of Missouri Extension office or by 

going online to http://www.mwps.org/stores/mwps/files/

Free/ncr_109.pdf. 
 

http://www.mwps.org/stores/mwps/files/Free/ncr_109.pdf
http://www.mwps.org/stores/mwps/files/Free/ncr_109.pdf
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Natural Needle Drop on Pines 

We are starting to see very noticeable natural needle drop 

on some pines. This is a process where 2- to 4-year-old 

interior needles turn yellow, then brown, and eventually 

drop off. Those who aren't familiar with this process often 

are concerned about the health of the tree. This is a 

natural phenomenon that occurs every year and does not 

hurt the tree. But some years it is much more noticeable 

than others. Be sure to check that only the older needles 

are affected--the needles on the tips of the branches 

should look fine--and that there is no spotting or banding 

on the needles that are turning yellow. If spotting or 

banding is noted, take a sample to your local county 

extension office for diagnosis.  

 

Questions on Ornamental Grasses 

We are starting to receive questions on whether it is best 

to cut back ornamental grasses in the fall or spring. As a 

rule, ornamental grasses should not be cut back while 

green because they need time to move the energy found in 

the foliage into the roots. Even when browned by cold 

weather, most gardeners will leave the foliage until spring 

because of the interest it adds to winter landscapes. Early 

March is the preferred time to cut back these plants. 

However, dry foliage is extremely flammable and should  

be removed in the fall from areas where it is a fire hazard. 

Another question we often receive is whether we can 

divide ornamental grasses in the fall. Spring is the 

preferred time because divisions done in the fall may not 

root well enough to survive the winter. 

Preventing Sunscald on Thin-Barked Trees  
Many young, smooth, thin-barked trees such as honey 

locusts, fruit trees, ashes, oaks, maples, lindens and 

willows are susceptible to sunscald and bark cracks. 

Sunscald normally develops on the south or southwest 

side of the tree during late winter. Sunny, warm winter 

days may heat the bark to relatively high temperatures. 

Research done in Georgia has shown that the southwest 

side of the trunk of a peach tree can be 40 degrees warmer 

than shaded bark. This warming action can cause a loss of 

cold hardiness of the bark tissue resulting in cells 

becoming active. These cells then become susceptible to 

lethal freezing when the temperature drops at night. The 

damaged bark tissue becomes sunken and discolored in 

late spring. Damaged bark will eventually crack and 

slough off. Trees will often recover but will need some 

TLC (especially watering during dry weather). Applying 

tree wrap from the ground to the start of the first branches 

can protect recently planted trees. This should be done in 

October to November.  

Caring for Your Ornamentals and Trees 
By John Hobbs 
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