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Introduction

The Missouri Master Naturalist@ggram results
from a partnership created in 2004 between the
Missouri Department of Conservati¢MDC)
andUniversity of MissouriExtension These

two organizations are the sponsors of the
program atle state level. WithiMU

Extension the Missouri Master Naturalist
Program has the distinction of being recognized
as a hamed and branded educational program.
The MU Shool of Natural Resourcsgrve as
the academic home for theoggram

Theprogram igointly administered bytate
coordinators that represent the MDC anid
Extension Thestateprogramcoordinators
provide leadership in conducting the overall
program and facilitate the development of
training andchapter development witGhapter
Advisors representing both organizations as
interest is generated within a local community.

Partnerships created at the community level are
an integral part in the development of a
MissouriMaster Naturalist gram and
organization of @hapter. These partnéips
serve to provide volunteers with learning
experiences and opportunities for community
service. Local partners may include a variety of
entities such astate federal and municipal
governmentgenciesbusinessegyrivate

norprofit organizationsandothers that value

the educational and service objectiviestare
within the scop®f the program.

Program Objectives
1. Improve public uderstanding of natural
resourceecology and management by
developinga pool of local knowledgthat
can be used to bBanceand expand
educatioml efforts within local communities

Enhance existing natural resources
education and outreach activities by
providingnatural resources training at the
local level, thereby developing a team of
dedicated and informed volunteers

Develop a selkufficient Missouri Master
Naturalist volunteer networtkroughthe
Chaptefrbased program

An increasing number of communities and
organizations across the state have relied on
these skilled volunteers to implement natural
resource educatnal programs for adults and
youth audiences, for the expertise of these
volunteers in implementing a variety of
conservation projects, arfior providing
leadership in local natural resource conservation
efforts.In fact, a short supply of dedicated and
well-informed volunteers is often cited as a
limiting factor for communitybased
conservation efforts.

Missouri MasterNaturalists are actively
involved in conducting conservation and
education projectthroughout the state



Missouri Master Naturalist Chapters

B 0 0 n e 0 bttp:Mekten&ian.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/index.html
Chert Gladeshttp://www.chertgladesrg
Confluencehttp://mmnconfluence.org

Great Rivershttp://greatrivers.org

Hi Lonesomehttp://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/colecamp
Lake of the Ozarksttp://lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com

Loess Hills:http://loesshills.wordpress.com

Meramec Hills:http://meramechills.org

Miramiguoa http://www.miramiguoa.org

Osage Trailshttp://osagetrails.com

Ozarks:

Springfield Plateaunttp://springfieldmasternaturalist.com
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Highlights of Chapter Volunteer Service Projects

Booneds Li,Clumiiehapt er
http://extension.missouri.edu/booneBtexnaturalist.aspx

Partners: MU BradfordResearciCenter Carefor CreationrCommunityGarden City of
Columbia- Tree Keepers anddlumbia Aquatic Restoration ProjeG@olumbia Audubon
Society ColumbiaCenterfor UrbanAgriculture, Columbia office- US Fish & Wildlife
Service CommunityCollaborative Rain Hail & SnoWNetwork Departmenof Natural
Resource$DNR)/MDC 1 Stream TeanGreenbeltandTrustof Missouri Missouri River
Relief, North Village ArtsDistrict, Project Feedewatch MU RaptorRelabProjectFriends of
Rock Bridge Memorial Stateark Friends of Big Muddy National Wildlife Refug&WR),
Wild Ones Native Plar@ardensMissourians for Monarchs

Highlights of selecedvolunteerserviceprojects

1 Developed &olumbia Earth Day educatidooth

1 Conducted airie restoration and native plant seed collection proggdtsh e = MRYalié Bork
Conservation Area

1 Developed htterfly and pollinator exhibits at University of Missouri South Farm Showcase

1 Participated inaptor rehabilitatiorprojecs at the University of Missouri

1 Conducted Isd monitoring surveys and counts

1 Participated irHelp Save Pallid Sturgegrograms sponsored by thd.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

1 Participated iDNR/MDC Missouri Stream Team projects

TCo n d u BankWith Matur® programsat Columbia Public Schoolsécondyraders)

The Chaptemarticipated in thd&1U South Farm Showcas€his family-oriented evenattracts over
1500 each yearThe Chapter set up an informatidesplay onMonarch tutterfliesand polinators
Live butterfliesraised by one ahemembersvere a very popular attractiavith participants.

Volunteers participated in numerous Missouri River conservation events. The Chaptaralsoted
educationalprojects with youth athheM D C @&agleBluffsConservation Area, at thdU South Farm
Showcase andith Columbia Schools


http://extension.missouri.edu/boone/masternaturalist.aspx

Chert Glades Chapter, Joplin
http://www.chertglades.org

Partners

Wildcat Glades Conservation and Audubon
Center

Prairie State Park

Neosho National Fish Hatchery

Missouri Prairie Foundation -

George Washington Carver National Monument Part|C|pants W|th spottlng scopes ateof our

Ozark Regional Land Trust (ORLT) educational exhibits at Eagle Days in Stella.

Ozark Gateway Audubon Chapter

Cities of Joplin, NeoshaVebb City,Carthage
Stella

MAKO Fly Fishers

Joplin Parks and Recreation Department

Association oMissourilnterpreers

Missourians for Monarch

Highlights of selecedvolunteerserviceprojects . B -
{1 Habitat managenm activities conducted at Milkweed seed packets for distribution from ot

MDC conservation m@as Chaptercollection and a monarch waystation

{ Conductedreeplantingin Joplin developea t  J op l'inds Cunni

1 Educational projectsonductecat Wildcat ‘ : oL
GladesConservation and Audubd¥ature
Center, George Washington Carver National
Historic Site, Roaring River and Prairie State
Parks

9 Developedbutterfly garden at Cunningham L i -
Park Construction of kiosk with information on glade

1 Participate in nativeseed mixing dagt the and plants and wildlife that utilize these habita
Nat ur e Cons e r-laaRrairig WahoKon

1 Harvesedwildflower seedsatlocal prairies.

9 Naturescaping and rain garden demonstration:
were conducted i <.

fKelloggL ake Ki ddés Fi s.hin® e SN

1 Restoration project &edings Mill Bridge O

1 Participated irDNR/MDC Stream Tear#
3714water qualitymonitoring

9 Monarch butterflyeducational projectaere ;
conductedn which over300 packets of native Educat|on booth ate George Washington
milkweedseeds were distributed. Carver Day Celebration.

9 Developed a educational booth #te George
WashingtonCarver Dag program
highlighting wildlife conservationOver 1400 people attended this event

1 Eagle Days at Stella asignature outreagbrogram for the Chapter.\v@r 1500people
attencédthe event.Chapter memberassistedvith eagleviewingand educational activities



http://www.chertglades.org/

Confluence Chapter, St. Charles
http://mmnconfluence.org

Partners
Forest RelLeaf of Missoyriewis andClark Boathouse and Nature Centatzsinger Ecology Center
Missouri Botanical GardemMissouri Buebird SocietyMissouri Master Gardenemslissouri Forest
KeepersMissouri RiverRelief, Missouri Native Plant Societiorth American Butterfly Association
Friends ofLaBarqueCreek,Greenway NetworkSt. Charlesand St. LouisCounty ParksSt. Louis
Audubon SocietyShaw Naturd&Reserve DNR/MDC Stream TeamWeldon Springs Interpretive
Center Wentzville ParksWorld Bird SanctuaryDon Danforth Plant Science Center

Highlights of selecedvolunteerserviceprojects

1 Conducededucational tours,l@nt surveys oak regeneratigmemoval of invasive plantsnd
development of vernal ponds at Matson Hill, which is part o€8arles County Parks.

1 Providedleadership in
developing a consortium of
organizations involved in
Missourians for Monarchs
an eductonal effort that
combines Master
Naturalists, Master
Gardeners and Garden
Clubs to promote milkweed N S8 : ==k :
plantings and pollinator e — R

habitat. ) Numeros events and projects were conducted thighlighted the
1 Partnered with Forest importance of habitats fax variety of wildlife including bluebirdsnonarchs

RelLeaf to maintain 6 acres gnq pollinators.

9 Outreach and education was
conducted at the Nature
Explore classroomat Town
Park with over 800 youth
and 200 adults participating
in programs during 2016.

9 Conductedorograms fothe
Wentzville Heritage
Elementary School.

1 Other educational programs

wereconducted at Eagle Servi d e A ‘I‘ vities invol 'Ik TSR
Days atChain of the Rocks, Service an outreackducational activities involve milkweed propagation

Wetlands for Kidsandthe and organization oﬁMissourians for Monarchs conductipg aNature

Maple Sugar Festival. Explore Classroom for youth; rain garden developmerdtive plant
restoration landscapingat state parksincluding Matson Hill; SreamTeam
activitiesand numerous volunteer workdays throughout the year.
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http://mmnconfluence.org/
http://www.litzsinger.org/
http://www.mobot.org/

Great Rivers Chapter, St. Louis
http://www.greatrivers.org

Projects have included native prairie restoratjonilkweed propagatigriree and shub plantings, and
establishing pollinator gardens with local partners. A variety of outreach educational prograras
conductedhat featurecaquatic ecology, native clams and mussels and healthy streams.

Partners
Audubon Center at Riverlagd-orest ReLeaf of MissoymBiodiverse Cityin St. Louis GeesePeace
of St. Louis Little Creek Nature Ared.itzsinger Road Ecology CenteRiver des Peres Watershed
Coalition Brightside Deer Creek Wiershed AllianceThe Open Space Councibhaw Nature
ReserveSt. LouisCounty ParksSt. Louis Audubon SocietyStewards ofsrand GlaizeStreamTeam
The Green CenteWorld Bird SanctuaryEllisville Park, Webster Groves Paaikd Kirkwood Park,
Missouri River Trails Association

Highlights of selecédvolunteerservice projects
1 Milkweed propagation projects and pollinator gardens were established with local partners

1 Water quality monitoringind SreamTeam events were condadtin the Grand Glaize Creednd
River Des Pereg/atershed.

1 Established native prairie demonstrations at the Grow Exhibit with the St. Louis Science Center.

9 Conducted both fauna and flora surveys at Hidden Creek Savanna and Seibert Park

1 Conductedreeand shrubplanting, potting, and distribution féorest RelLeaf

1 Conducted training at a FT@hapter education event that included bat house construction, bird and
native plant identification and native plant seed collection

1 Mist net mending for the WorlBird Sanctuary

1 Invasive species removal, habitahnagemengnd stream bank stabilization at multiple municipal,
county and state parkschoolsand on other public and nonprofit properties, includingnot
limited to:

Claire Gempp Davidson Memoriab@servation Area

Seibert Parkin the City ofManchester

Bayless Elementary School

Steger Middle School

Forest Parkés Hidden Creek Savanna
Shaw Nature Reserve

Chesterfield Monte®ri School

O OO0 O0OO0OO0o0Oo


http://riverlands.audubon.org/
http://www.moreleaf.org/
http://fergflor.schoolwires.com/115810130131529260/site/default.asp
http://www.litzsinger.org/
http://www.riverdesperes.org/
http://www.riverdesperes.org/
http://www.shawnature.org/
http://www.shawnature.org/
http://parks.sccmo.org/parks/
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http://www.thegreencenter.org/
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Hi Lonesome Chapter Cole Camp
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/colecamp

Partners
AudubonSaociety ofMissouri City of Warsaw Cole CampChamber of Commer¢cdlissouri
Prairie FoundationMissouri River Bird ObservatoryNR/MDC Stream TeamHarry S. Truman
State Park

Highlights of selectd community service projects
1 Hosted a statewide advanced training event in September with 140 Master Naturalists attending.
1 Conducted Christmasrd count activitiesand conducted bird surveys witie Missouri River Bird
Observatoryon area prairies.
1 Provided outreach and education activities at Prairie Day, in conjunction with the city of Cole Camp
1 Constructed and placed baywl nestingboxes oubn landsn cooperation with partners.
i Participaed in the Eagle Days program in Warsaw.
1 Conducted prairie chicken restoration projects and native seed collections on Missouri prairies.

Outreachand educatioractivitieswereconducted at the annual Prairie Days Festival in Cole Camp.
Numerous educational activities are condudteat focusdon prairie restoration ancconservation.

One ofoutstanding graduating classand on a field trip aM D C @®ig Buffalo Conservation Area
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http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/colecamp/

Lake of the Ozarks Chapter, Camdenton
http://lakeozarkmasternaturalist.com

Partners: Ha Ha Tonka StatPark Ameren UE Lake Ozark Watershed Allian¢geOWA),
Camdenton RIl Schools Missouri Department of Transportatieentral District MU Allen and
Education FarmLake Area Chamber of Commerdeke of the Ozark€onvention and Visitors
Bureay WestSide Chamber of Commerdggamden County Farmers Mark@&lity of Laurie, Osage
Beach City Park

Highli ghts of selectedolunteerservice projects

1 Continuedthe Conservation Kids Clubith the Camdenton I School District

1 Collaborated in conducting tlgagle Daygprogramat Lake of the Ozarks

fDevel oped a Big Niangua River AWater Trail o wh
and continued to
monitor and
maintain trail.

i Created Leaf
Disposal
educational
brochures for
homeowners on the
lake.

1 Developed habitats
for pollinator and
monarcls in
collaboration with
several city parks
and other locations
in the community.

One of the educational
focus areas during the
year was to develop -
projects that encourage
youth to get outside and §
enjoy nature while
learning about the
environment and

wildli fe species in the
area.TheConservation
Kids Cluh developed
in partnership wh
Camdenton RII

Schools AfterSchool The Conservation Kids Club provides youth at the CamdenitirSRhool
Program provides with handson educational activitiesncluding developing a monarch way

opportunities for youth  station The Chapter has also developedver trail on the Big Niangua
to participate in a River.

variety of ecology
projects of interest.

Chapter members are involved in a variety of epwnation education
projects hat are conducted irhe communityincluding the development of
monarch way stations and pollinator habitats.
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