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S E P T E M B E R  M E E T I N G  

 
Thursday, September 10; 6:00pm 

Note the early start time 
Extension Office 

Tony Spicci 
GPS Field Training 

Tony Spicci is coming back to follow up on the classroom session he did for us last year.  This time, 
we get to play with the GPS units.  If you have one of your own, please bring it along.  Tony will have 
some units for us to share. 
 
This program has been approved as advanced training. 
 
Refreshments: Dessert, Jane Fore; Non-dessert Phil Knocke; Drinks, Susan Hazelwood 
 

C H A P T E R  W O R K  D A Y  
T r o y  G o r d o n  M e m o r i a l  H u m m i n g b i r d  G a r d e n  

S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0  

 
Sponsored by the Audubon Society of Missouri and Boone’s Lick Chapter of the Missouri Master 
Naturalists. Site: Columbia Audubon Society’s Wild Haven Wildlife Refuge  
 
The rush to plant this spring certainly paid off as we’ve had a great summer for helping the new plants 
get a good start without the need for watering.  Everything looks wonderful and we can conclude deer 
prefer yellow coneflower above all other natives for tastiness.  The garden was weeded mid-August 
and because of the care that was taken during planting maintenance was minimal.  The Cardinal 
Flower, Purple Echinacea and the Verbena were all in bloom in August. 
 
There is additional mulching left to do on the path, the brush pile to be removed and rocks laid to 
facilitate crossing from the Hummingbird Garden to the Butterfly Garden.  Delivery of the mulch was 
delayed in August because periodic rains made the ground prone to ruts.  We have scheduled a 
tentative work day for Sunday, September 17th for anyone interested in helping with the work and 
enjoying an afternoon at Wild Haven.  Deadheading some of the flowers in the Butterfly Garden may 
be included in the day’s activities.  The date will be rescheduled if weather is an issue.  
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Volunteers will need to provide their own garden and hand tools, gloves, as required for that day’s 
activity, dress appropriately for field work which includes insect repellant, sun block and water bottles. 
Sturdy shoes or boots, long pants, and head covering are recommended.  
 
To sign up or for more information on in this project, contact Suzanne Wright at 573-446-2217 / 
Suzwright@century.tel .  Project is approved. 
 

 

 
 

P R E S I D E N T I A L  P O N D E R I N G S  

Meredith Donaldson 

 
 
Master Naturalists have a new foe.  Spotted knapweed, Centaurea stoebe ssp. micranthos, including 
all subspecies, has been designated as a noxious weed by the Missouri legislature in 2008.  We need 
to be on the look out for this plant that could be invading Boone County.  
 
Spotted knapweed is a short-lived perennial plant that grows 2-4 feet tall.  It forms a rosette the first 
year and then sends up a flower stalk the second year.  It blooms in mid-summer, and the flowering 
bud is about 3/4-inch long.  The blooms are pink to purple in 
color and rather attractive.  Reproducing solely by seeds, it is 
a prolific seed producer with 1000 or more seeds per plant.  
The seeds can remain viable in the soil for at least eight years.  
This plant has and additional competitive advantage 
of being allelopathic, releasing biochemicals that discourage 
the growth of nearby plants.  Spotted knapweed’s detrimental 
effects translate to serious economic costs for agriculture 
and a threat to native prairies.  
 

Mechanical and herbicide 
treatments can be marginally 
successful for spotted 
knapweed control in localized 
areas, but care must be 
taken not to disperse or transport seed.  MoDot and MDC are 
exploring the use of biocontrol for larger tracts using combinations of 
insects.  Thanks to Jody Stotsky who asked me to do some research 
on this new species invading Missouri roadsides, fields and 
grasslands.  Tim Banek, MDC Invasive Species Coordinator 
(tim.banek@mdc.mo.gov) and the Missouri Extension 
http://extension.missouri.edu/Webster/webster/agric/spottedknapwee
d.shtml) provided information and pictures for this article.  
 
We should also familiarize ourselves with the other species included 
in the 2008 legislation: cut-leaved teasel (Dipsacus laciniatus), 
common teasel (Dipsacus fullonum), kudzu vine (Pueraria lobata).  

Rosette stage in September 

Flower in June 

mailto:Suzwright@century.tel
mailto:tim.banek@mdc.mo.gov
http://extension.missouri.edu/Webster/webster/agric/spottedknapweed.shtml
http://extension.missouri.edu/Webster/webster/agric/spottedknapweed.shtml
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M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  
Carolyn Doyle, Secretary 

 
Missouri Master Naturalists 

Boone’s Lick Chapter 
Minutes of Meeting 

August 13, 2009 
 
The Boone’s Lick Chapter of MMN met for their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, August 13, 
2009, at 6:30pm, at the MU Extension Office in Columbia.  Present were David Silvey, Vanessa 
Melton, Meredith Donaldson, Angela Belden, Cheryl Hardy, Carolyn Doyle, Robert McArthur, Billy 
Dooling, Robert Newsom, Steffanie Able, Rachel Pia, Sally Swanson, Joan Bourbeau, Phil Knocke, 
Beverly Boyd, Suzanne Wright, Janine Gordon, Sharon Reed, Jane Fore, Hugh Harrison, Laura 
Hillman, Alice Havard, John Futz, Laura Sweets, Susan Hazelwood, Nicole Stanton, and Clare and 
Jeff Melick. 
 
President Meredith Donaldson called the meeting to order at 6:35, and Vanessa Melton introduced 
our speaker, Mike Rawlins, from television station KMIZ, who spoke to us on weather, describing the 
types of clouds, how fronts are formed and severe weather develops.  This program is approved as 
one hour of advanced training for those present. 
 
At 7:40 we took a break for refreshments, and the business meeting was called to order at 7:55.  
 
I. Old Business:  
   A. The Chapter by-laws were presented to the group for approval, Angela Belden made a motion to 
adopt these by-laws, seconded by Suzanne Wright.  During the discussion period, several 
suggestions were made for additions, or clarifications, including to add a table of contents.  Under 
Article IV, Membership, B, Categories, item 2b, Certified Missouri Master Naturalist, it was 
recommended changing to read: ―Member of a completed training class who has completed forty 
hours of volunteer service within a twelve month period, or a certified MMN who has completed forty 
hours of volunteer service and eight hours of advanced training during the current calendar year.‖  
Under Article IX, Financial Controls, the recommendation was to change  B. Chapter Funds, to read 
B. ―Chapter Funds/Independent Account‖; Change B.2 to C, C to D, and D to E.  This was suggested 
as our funds are now handled by staff in the Extension Office, and our treasurer does not sign those 
checks.  If we should ever have an additional independent account, this gives the signature authority.  
Angela moved and Hugh Harrison seconded, to accept these revisions.  
 
David Silvey moved, motion was seconded, to table the vote on the by-laws until the September 
meeting. Motion passed. 
 
 
II. New Business: 
  A. There was not time for an orientation to record volunteer hours, but all were asked to try to get 
their hours entered, or bring your list to Kent Shannon at the Extension Office to be entered. 
 
III. Service and Training: 
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  A. Volunteer Opportunities: We were reminded of several upcoming events, please see the 
Dragonflyer for details. 
   B. Advanced Training Opportunities: The Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative Conference August 
21st and 22nd is approved as advanced training, for the sessions only, can’t count the social hour! 
Please also refer to the Dragonflyer. 
 
IV. Reports from Standing Committees: 
   A. Treasurer, Alice Havard reports we received $100.00 for our information booth at Earth Day. 
   B. Program, Angela says next month’s speaker is Tony Spicci on GPS systems.  He will have 
several of the devices, but anyone who has one is encouraged to bring it.  We will meet a half hour 
early, at 6:00pm, so we’ll have daylight to go outside and learn to use these systems. 
   C. Advanced Training, see above. 
   D. Volunteer Opportunities, Suzanne reports the Hummingbird Garden at Wild Haven looks well, 
needs some weeding.  She’s getting estimates on a nice bench for the area, and a descriptive 
brochure and plant labels has been suggested. 
   E. Communications, Rachel will have a report next month on the dissemination of information. 
   F. Refreshments, Robert McArthur says we’re OK for September, we need someone to provide a 
non-dessert for October, and no-one has signed up for November. 
   G. Historian, Bev Boyd asked for photos of MMN activities. 
   H. Nomination Committee, Suzanne is chairman, let her know if you’d be willing to serve as an 
officer. 
   I. Spring Training Class, Suzanne asked for volunteers to help plan for the Spring 2010 training 
class. 
 
V. Announcements:  
    Don’t for get to log your hours! 
    And remember, next month’s meeting starts at 6:00. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm 
 
 

 
R E P O R T I N G  S E R V I C E  &  A D V A N C E D  T R A I N I N G  H O U R S  

K e n t  S h a n n o n  

 
Following is information provided as an update and as a reminder to compile your hours for 2009, and 
general information on recording and tracking hours. 
 
Recording Hours:  
 
First of all thanks to those who of have been submitting hours throughout the year.  By reporting your 
hours, it enables Missouri Department of Conservation and University of Missouri Extension to show 
the impact made to the community and natural resources in the state of Missouri. 
 
We continue to use the mechanism for recording hours for our Chapter as started last year. (This still 
serves as a temporary system to use until the new online State-wide system becomes available.) I 
have created a reporting document in 3 formats: MS Word, MS Excel, and as a PDF file.  Please use 
the format with which you are most comfortable. The documents are available for downloading at the 
Chapter website: http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/index.html. 
 

http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/index.html
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For the purpose of tallying this year's hours, please compile all your hours on one form.  If you have 
any questions about how to complete the forms, please contact me, phone: 573-445-9792 or email: 
shannond@missouri.edu.  If you have submitted your hours throughout the year, do not worry about 
compiling a total for the year.  The office staff at the Extension office will be able to make yearly 
totals. 
 
Deadline: Please have all your hours in by the 30th of October. You may submit them electronically 
or via paper copy.  
 
HOW HOURS ARE COUNTED  
 
Please remember hours do not roll over from year to year to be applied to the annual certification pin. 
They do roll over to be applied to the milestone service pins awarded at 250, 500, 1,000 and 2,500 
hours of service.  Please get your service and training hours tallied so that we can award all of the 
deserving volunteers who have earned this recognition. (And credit our Chapter with the total hours 
served.) 
 
2009 Crawfish CERTIFICATION PIN AVAILABILITY 
 
Volunteers working to earn the 2009 Crawfish certification pin have until December 31, 2008 to 
complete their annual 40 hours of volunteer service and eight hours of advanced training. (Note that 
to receive a pin at the Chapter meeting on December 10, I need to receive your data by October 30.  
If you complete and turn in your hours after October 30 but before December 31, you will receive your 
pin/s at a later date.) 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

 
M I S S O U R I  B I R D  C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N I T I T A I V E   

2 0 0 9  C O N F E R E N C E  R E P O R T  
S U Z A N N E  W R I G H T  

 
 
Birds are bellwethers of our natural and cultural health as a nation—they are indicators of the integrity 
of the environments that provide us with clean air and water, fertile soils, abundant wildlife, and the 
natural resources on which our economic development depends. 
Excerpt from the first United States - State of the Birds Report - 2009.  Full report available at 
www.stateofthebirds.org  
 
The seventh annual MoBCI conference was held in Columbia on August 21st and 22nd.  Bob Ford, the 
supervisory Wildlife Biologist for the USFWS, Division of Migratory Birds, presented Friday evening’s 
program which was a summary of the United State’s first ever State of the Birds Report.  The report 
focused on nine groups of birds that are of conservation concern.  The conclusion indicates species 
numbers are down, in some instances to critical levels mirroring lost of habitat and environmental 
quality.  However, birds have shown themselves to be resilient and comebacks can occur when 
attention is focused and steps are made to correct degradation of habitat.  Much will need to be done 
in the future to save the 800 species inhabiting the United States, 67 of which are federally listed as 
endangered or threatened with an additional 184 species of conservation concern.  
 

mailto:shannond@missouri.edu
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
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Three programs on Saturday morning focused on habitats of species or specific species suites as 
they relate to types outlined in the State of the Birds Report.  Presenters and programs were: 
Andy Forbes, MDC – Forest Birds-Warblers and other Woodland Birds 
Dave Graber, MDC – Wetlands 
Aaron Jeffries, MDC Upland Game Program Leader – Grassland Birds-Bobwhite Quail (and other 
grassland birds) 
 
The afternoon presentation highlighted migratory birds and the ongoing large scale efforts in areas of 
concern as they relate to Missouri birds.  Presenters and programs were: 
Brad Jacobs, MDC – Missouri as the link between the Boreal Forests and Central and South 
America. 
Dale Humberg, Chief Biologist for DU – From Prairie Potholes to Coastal Wintering Grounds-A review 
of the programs and partnerships needed to have a successful landscape scale impact in multiple 
landscapes. 
Max Allegar, MDC – Prairie Chicken Recovery-The landscape scale efforts required for success.  At 
the conclusion of Max’s presentation he mentioned what a valuable resource the Missouri Master 
Naturalists can be and urged others to take advantage of the program.   
 
Over lunch Dale Humberg presented Annual Life Cycle of a Mallard which included new data 
regarding migration habits of waterfowl using tracking devices and the importance of healthy habitat 
to support life cycle requirements of all migrants.  Because of the focus on wetland restoration some 
waterfowl species have experienced a comeback in recent years, however the same has not held 
true for other wetland birds. 
 
The afternoon continued with an overview of MoBCI’s last six years of habitat projects and the 
difference the MoBCI grant program has made in Missouri.  The importance of partnerships was 
stressed as a way to create greater opportunities for habitat restoration.  One such success story, 
The Missouri River Hills project, was highlighted by Jamie Barton, MDC.  The final presenter was Kit 
Freudenberg, MDC with the insightful program, Philanthropy 2009: Shifting Opportunities and 
Creative Responses.  
 
A generalize conclusion of all these reports was that birds have much to tell us about the health of the 
environment.  It’s also important to mention much of the data gathered for the State of the Birds 
report came from citizen science based participation across the United States.  This data made it 
possible to identify birds in trouble and by understanding the message from birds and taking action, 
we can help them thrive and safeguard our own future.  
 

 

 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

 
If you would like to earn service or advanced training hours for any listed events, please see the 
instructions for submitting projects for approval under the “Volunteer Opportunities” or “Advanced 
Training” sections. 
 
 
5th Annual Tomato Festival, Bradford Farms, Thursday, September 3rd, 4-7pm 
Presentations on Peppers & chilies; tomato diseases and examples; tomato improvement; tomato 
culture-grafting; weed control in tomatoes.  Other activities: tastings of 55 tomato and 35 pepper 



 7 

varieties; salsa samples from local vendors.  Call Raine McCray or Thresa Chism at 573 884-7945 for 
more information.  http://aes.missouri.edu/bradford for more info and driving directions. 
 
 
Guided Hike of Experimental Tallgrass Prairie, Saturday, Sept. 12, Shaw Nature Reserve. 
Shaw Nature Reserve biologist Dr. James Trager and Missouri Prairie Foundation board member Bill 
Davit will lead a guided prairie hike for MPF members at Shaw Nature Reserve's Experimental 
Tallgrass Prairie.  Watch for more details in the August MPF e-newsletter. 
 
 
Saturday Morning Science, September 12, 10:30-11:30, Monsanto Auditorium. 
Our first presentation of this semester will take place on September 12 and will be given by Dr. Galen 
Suppes. The talk is entitled "Clean vehicles: From agricultural waste to high-tech storage tanks" The 
talk starts at 10:30, refreshments are being served from 10 o'clock onwards.  
http://satscience.missouri.edu/ 
The schedule for the rest of the semester is not available at publication. 
 
 
EcoArtFest, September 12 &13, Cooper’s Landing 
The theme of our event is "Our Local Treasures"  
"The clock is running out on many of our local treasures and we are afraid that if we don't act quickly 
several songwriters will be beyond our reach." Jerome Wheeler 12-13-04. 
 
The area’s finest musicians will perform original music and the music of our recently deceased local 
treasures:  Jerome Wheeler, Forrest Rose, Ken Shepard, Bob Dyer.  Local artists will be showing and 
selling locally produced art.  Environmental groups will present displays and educational activities 
concerning our local environmental treasures.  
 
 
Birds, Bugs and Botany - A Naturalists' Foray on the Missouri River 
Monday, September 14, 7:00am to noon 
Birds, Bugs and Botany  
Join other professional, amateur and aspiring naturalists for a boat ride and hike along the Missouri 
River to catalogue species and share info and insight.  Hosted by Missouri River Relief.  Space 
limited.  Lunch included.  Free, but donations accepted.  Meeting Place: Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
Area riverside parking lot.  
RSVP required: contact Steve at 573.289.2077 or steve@riverrelief.org  
 
 
Renewable Energy Summit, September 15, 8:00-noon. 
Space is limited - sign up early!  Lunch provided.  Register by fax by September 9. 
Co-sponsored by AmerenUE  and the Electrical Board of Missouri and Illinois. 
Location:  Best Western,  3100 Interstate 70 Dr. SE, Columbia, MO  65201 
Lunch provided by AmerenUE:  12:00 noon 
Program: 

1.    AMEREN’S COMMITMENT TO RENEWABLE ENERGY  -  Speaker:  Richard Wright,  Managing 
Executive, Renewables -AmerenUE 

Focus on the various renewable energy initiatives that AmerenUE has and will be developing.  
These include the Pure Power program, the live in school performances by the National Theatre 
for Children and work with various universities in promoting the advancement of renewable 

http://aes.missouri.edu/bradford
http://satscience.missouri.edu/
mailto:steve@riverrelief.org
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technologies.  He will further discuss some of the actual renewable projects being added to the 
AmerenUE generation portfolio. 
2.    RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES  -  Speaker:  Richard Wright,  Managing Executive, 

Renewables -AmerenUE 
Address the various Renewable Portfolio Standard requirements for Missouri and Illinois utilities 
as well as provide an overview of the Waxman-Markey federal legislation.  Bill will also discuss the 
concept of Renewable Energy Credits and their role in RPS compliance and how they advance 
the development of renewable generation. 
3.    WIND POWER  -  Speaker:  Kevin Helmich, Iberdrola Renewables   
Wind project development process including: site evaluation, permitting, interconnection, 
construction and operation.  Lessons learned in the development of the 146 MW Farmers City, 
MO, wind farm, operating since April, 2009. 
4.   SOLAR POWER  -    Speaker:  Dane Glueck, Missouri Solar Living, LLC 
We’ll discuss system design and system components and the modular nature of solar with a focus 
on grid tied systems.  Other topics will include typical solar production in our area and how to 
account for variables in production.  This will include a discussion of typical solar efficiencies and 
surface area per PV watt.  We’ll also discuss PV life and warranties as well as PV costs and 
federal incentives.  Finally, we’ll review several projects in Missouri with a brief review of design 
and production from these systems. 
5.  NET METERING  -  Speakers:  Richard Wright, AmerenUE and Lisa Cosgrove, AmerenUE 
What is net metering?  The customer’s application process as defined by the Missouri tariff.  Who 
do you contact at AmerenUE?  How long does the process take?  Specific physical installation 
requirements. 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 
PLEASE FAX TO THE ELECTRICAL BOARD AT 636-305-6430 PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 9TH. 
FOR ENGINEERS ONLY:  Do you need pdh letter for this seminar?     YES      NO 
(Engineers:  If not marked above, there will NOT be a pdh letter available at the seminar for you.) 
 
      For more information, call EBMI Office at 636-305-6434.  
 
Name __________________________________________  
 
e-mail________________________________________________ 
 
 
Company________________________________________  
 
Phone   (_____)__________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip____________________________________ 

 
 
 
River Clean-Up, September 19 - Jefferson City Clean-Up '09. 
Noren Access, North Jefferson City - http://www.riverrelief.org/upcoming/  September 12 to 19.  Mid - 
Missouri River Camp - a week long series of learning events ending with a massive one day clean-up 
in Jefferson City, celebrating 20 years of the Stream Team Program – For more information: 
http://www.riverelief.org/events/index.html. 

http://www.riverrelief.org/upcoming/
http://www.riverelief.org/events/index.html
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National Parks Documentary Event on September 24, Runge Nature Center, 5:30-8:00 
PBS television station KMOS in Warrensburg invites MPF members to a special event in Jefferson 
City about a new television series, The National Parks: America's Best Idea, from Ken Burns and 
Dayton Duncan.  The series traces the history and heritage of our national park system from its origin. 
 
The National Parks: America's Best Idea will air on KMOS-TV the week of September 27 but on 
Thursday, Sept. 24, KMOS will join with the staff at Runge Conservation Nature Center in Jefferson 
City to host a celebration of our national heritage.  The centerpiece of the event is a nationally 
distributed video presentation (originating from New York City) featuring highlights from the film along 
with concert performances from Allison Krause, Carole King and other artists whose music speaks to 
the ideals embodied in the land, and which inspired the filmmakers. 
 
This celebration is open to the general public, but KMOS wanted to give MPF and its members 
advanced notification.  Reservations required.  Call Runge Nature Center at 573-526-5544.  
 
5:30-6:30: Walk through the Nature Center exhibits, Enjoy the nature trails, Sample local foods near 
the outdoor pavilion 
6:45: Introductory remarks in auditorium 
7:00: Video presentation 
Reservations required.  Call Runge Nature Center at 573-526-5544 
 
 
Effective Wingshooting, the CONSEP Way, Sept 25 - 27 
Runge Conservation Nature Center; 6-8:30 on 25th, 9-4 on 26&27 
This is a free seminar, open to the public and will cover numerous topics useful to upland game and 
migratory game bird hunters.  The seminar on the 25th will be at the Runge Conservation Nature 
Center, shooting workshop will take place at the Charles A. Green Conservation Area near Ashland.  
Must attend Friday night seminar to attend the shooting workshop.  Free ammunition and lunch 
provided at shooting seminars. 573 526-5544.  Reservations are required by: Wednesday, 
September 23. 
 
 
Mushrooms in Mid-Missouri: Let’s have some fun with fungi!  Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, 
Saturday, Sept 26, 10-4. 
 
10-12: Indoor program:  Identify and learn about the variety of mushrooms in mid-Missouri including 
edible and non-edible mushrooms via photographs,  specimens and discussion, then break for lunch 
(on your own). 
 
1-4:  Hike, identification and wrap-up:  Go on a short hike to discover, identify and document 
mushrooms in the park. 
 
Free.  Reservations required:  573-449-7400.  Recommended ages: 12 to adult. 
 
 
Lost in the Woods!  Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, Sunday, Sept 27, 12-4:30 
Learn how to use a map and compass, then hike on and off trail to search for orienteering markers 
and practice your land navigation skills.   
Free.  Registration required:  573-449-7400.  Recommended for ages 13 to adult. 
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Missouri Prairie Foundation Annual Meeting Oct. 10 in Cole Camp 
MPF members are invited to the annual MPF meeting in Cole Camp on Saturday, Oct. 10.  MPF will 
hold its Fall board meeting that morning at 9:00 at a private prairie under a big tent just outside of 
town.  MPF members are welcome to attend the meeting and encouraged to take part in the many 
Prairie Day activities in town.  Bus tours to MPF's nearby Drovers and Friendly Prairies will be 
available, as well as guided hikes at Hi Lonesome Prairie, just outside of town. 
 
This year's annual meeting includes a very special joint reception at 5:30 for MPF and Audubon 
Missouri members on a private prairie just outside of town.  Enjoy complimentary wine and cheese, 
and take part in a special sunset tour of the prairie with the prairie's owner.  RSVP to the reception at 
info@moprairie.com or to 1-888-843-6739 by October 1. 
 
Cole Camp is approximately 20 miles south of Sedalia.  To reach the MPF meeting and reception 
from Cole Camp, take Hwy. 52 west and turn north on Klink Road (gravel) at the propane distributor.  
Go north on Klink to the T with Hi Lonesome Road; go west on Hi Lonesome; watch for signs and the 
big tent.  To see the Cole Camp Prairie Day schedule of activities, visit www.moprairie.org or 
http://mo.audubon.org. 
 
 
Midwest Environmental Education Conference, October 14-17, Champaign, Illinois. 
The Environmental Education Association of Illinois invites you to attend the 2009 Midwest 
Environmental Education Conference!  The conference strands of Sustainability, Natural History, 
Administration & Interpretation have created an amazing conference lineup.  For more information, go 
to:  www.eeai.net/annual_conf. 
 
 
MEEA Conference, October 16-18, Ozarks Community Technical College. 
The Missouri Environmental Education Association Conference will be held at the new Richwood 
Valley Campus of Ozarks Community Technical College, south of Springfield, MO, between Nixa and 
Ozark, MO, on October 16-18.  The Theme this year is Outdoors in the Ozarks.  More information will 
be available at http://www.meea.org/2009conference.html.  This is an excellent learning and 
networking opportunity.  In past years, some sessions have been submitted for advanced training. 
 
Factoid from Summer 2009 MEEA Newsletter 
An oribatid mite and over 100 other species of mites, very distantly related to ticks, are herbivores, 
slowly but steadily consuming the dead and decaying leaves on the forest floor.  There may be 
several dozen different oribatid species and hundreds of individuals in a single handful of leaf litter. 
Without them, mineral cycling in forests would slow way down! 
 
 
Know the Dark, Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, Sat, Oct 17, 7-9:30pm. 
Learn about nocturnal creatures and night vision and go on a guided hike.  Lots of fun, hands-on 
activities will help you explore the darkness and the science behind the night.  (This cool program has 
been part of the training class the last few years.  This is your chance to bring a friend to experience 
it.  Ed.) 
Reservations required.:  573-449-7400.  Free.  Recommended ages:  8 to adult. 
 
 
Fall Color Hike, Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, Sat, Oct 24, 12:30-4:30. 

http://www.moprairie.org/
http://mo.audubon.org/
http://www.eeai.net/annual_conf
http://www.meea.org/2009conference.html
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Absorb the colors of autumn. . . while hiking the scenic trails of the Gans Creek Wild Area (about 3 
miles).  
● See breath-taking bluff-top views, enjoy the gravel bars of Gans Creek and explore two small caves 
(optional to enter).  
● Learn why leaves change color and learn about the wildlife that make their homes among the 
forests, glades and streams. 
Free.  Reservations are required:  573-449-7400.  Recommended ages:  8 to adult. 
 
 
National Association of Interpreters National Workshop, November 17-21, Hartford, CT.   
The 2009 NAI National Workshop will provide a wealth of information and rejuvenation. The 
professional development and networking opportunities at every NAI workshop include inspiring and 
informative keynote speakers, concurrent sessions and preworkshop training in 13 different tracks, 
special events, and offsite sessions that allow you to learn about a unique corner of the country. 
 
The workshop slogan, ―Navigating Change, Revolutionizing Interpretation‖ is an apt one, as our 
world, our audiences and our economy change at an ever-quickening pace.  The NAI workshop will 
provide you with the tools needed to adjust and adapt to these changes.  Join interpreters from 
around the world to share your experience, interests and ideas.  Join us at the 2009 NAI National 
Workshop in Hartford.  For more information, go to:  http://interpetnet.com/workshops. 
 
 
 

 
A D V A N C E D  T R A I N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

(All approved unless otherwise noted) 

 
 
ForestKeepers Tree ID walk, September 14, 9-11. 
Led by Ann Koenig (MDC Urban Forester) and Angela Belden (MDC Resource Forester Assistant 
and Boone's Lick Chapter MN member) on September 14 from 9-11am at the MDC Central Regional 
Office, located just north of Stadium on Old 63.  
Submitted for approval for advanced training. 
 
 
STREAM TEAM TRAINING 
VWQM: Level 1 Workshop in Columbia: Saturday, October 10, 8:30-5:00.  (You must have 
completed the Intro workshop, and reported data, to enroll in the Level 1 workshop.)  Registration 
deadline: September 30th.  Location: Boone Electric Co-Op, 1413 Rangeline.  To enroll online, or to 
find another session/location to fit your schedule, go to: http://www.mostreamteam.org/wqlevel1.asp  
Reminder: These workshops tend to fill quickly, so be sure to reserve your place soon. 
 
 
 

 
V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

 
Below are the volunteer opportunities and ongoing projects, as well as announcements of other 
events.  Please contact the person indicated for more detailed information on any of the projects.  
Note that if a project is listed as ―not yet approved,‖ you will need to fill out a Service Project Form 

http://interpnet.com/workshop/category/events/keynote-speakers-events/
http://interpnet.com/workshop/category/events/concurrent-sessions/
http://interpnet.com/workshop/category/events/preworkshop-sessions/
http://interpnet.com/workshop/category/events/special-events-evening/
http://interpnet.com/workshop/category/events/off-site-sessions/
http://interpetnet.com/workshops
http://www.mostreamteam.org/wqlevel1.asp
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(available at http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm).  You will 
be notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if there are any questions.  Once approval is granted 
for any person, it is approved for everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one form per project. 
 
To add your project to the list of volunteer opportunities, please contact Melissa Bedford 
BedfordM@Missouri.edu or Laura Sweets SweetsL@Missouri.edu. 
 
 

September & Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Outdoor Classroom Workdays 
    Rock Bridge HS  -  Wed, Sept 2nd, 4:00-6:00pm 
    West Blvd Elementary  -  Wed. Sept. 9th, 4:00-6:00pm 
    Rock Bridge Elementary  -  Day & time to be announced 
    New Haven Garden Club  -  probably starting Wed, Sept 23rd, alternate Wednesdays, 3:30-5:15 
Please bring your workgloves and handtools. 
  
Note: if interested, Lea can put you on the email list for Work Day updates, reminders, and weather-
related schedule changes.  langtrea@gmail.com. 
Project is approved. 
 
 
BioBlitz , September 4&5 
The annual BioBlitz is organized by graduate students from the University of Missouri—Columbia.  
This year it will be held on Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area on September 4th-5th.  The purpose of a 
BioBlitz is two-fold: 1) sample the flora and fauna of Eagle Bluffs and create a list of observed species 
and 2) interact with the public and educate them about, in this case, a wetland ecosystem.  We are 
looking for volunteers to lead walks, as well as set up sampling gear and actually survey for all taxa -
herps, inverts, birds, mammals, fish, plants, fungus, etc.  Leaders should be knowledgeable of the 
focal taxa and are responsible for leading the group to search for, and record, organisms, as well as 
leading their group to any sampling stations that are set-up (by you) for their walk.  Other volunteers 
are needed to assist in sampling.  This is a great opportunity to learn while giving service!  If you 
would like to be involved in this year’s BioBlitz, please review the TENTATIVE schedule below to see 
what taxon you would like to sample.  
Friday, September 4th 
5:00—7:00pm  Herps, birds, aquatic inverts; Evening bird walk, aquatic inverts and tadpoles, 

 opportunistic herp sightings. 
7:00—9:00pm  Ice cream social; presentation by Raptor Rehabilitation. 
9:00—11:00pm  Insects, bats, herps.  Herpin’ along roads and levees, black light for insects, mist 

-netting and acoustic detection of bats. 
Saturday, September 5th 
6:00—8:00am  Birds, mammals, plants.  Morning bird walk, live-trap mammals 

 (Sherman/Havahart), wetland plants. 
9:00—11:00am Fish, Meagan Montgomery (fish-friendly structures), Doreen Mengel 

 (wetlands/amphibians), Sampling fish in distribution channel and pools, 
presentations on wetland-related graduate projects. 

11:00am—1:00pm  Lunch; demonstration by amateur nature photographer, etc. 
1:00—3:00pm  Wetland plants, bottomland forest, fungi, insects, Bottomland habitats on west 

side of Eagle Bluffs—need a forester as one of the leaders. 
3:00—5:00pm  Bluffs and Overlook walk.  Upland habitats on east side of Eagle Bluffs—all taxa;  

mailto:BedfordM@Missouri.edu
mailto:SweetsL@Missouri.edu
mailto:langtrea@gmail.com
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need upland plant person as one of the leaders.  For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Shauna Marquardt at shauna.marquardt@mdc.mo.gov.  

Project is approved. 
 
 
Chapter Work Day at Troy’s Garden, September 13, 1:30-3:0 
For more information, and to sign up, see the information on the first page.  Project is approved. 
 
 
Raingarden Workdays, Missouri River Communities Network (MRCN)  
    Capen Park  -  Tues. Sept 22nd, Noon-2pm 
    Bethell Park  -  Wed. Sept 30th, Noon-2pm 
Please bring your workgloves and tools.  For more information, contact Lea Langdon at 
langtrea@gmail.com or 864-7647 to sign up. 
Project is approved. 
 
 

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities 
 
School Natural Areas/Outdoor Classrooms 
Many of our local schools have nature areas that have been neglected and could use some volunteer 
assistance.  These areas include prairies and woodlands, small butterfly gardens or sensory gardens, 
and rainwater gardens.  The following elementary schools are volunteer sites: Blue Ridge, Fairview, 
Mill Creek, New Haven, Rock Bridge, West Boulevard, plus Rock Bridge High School.  Hallsville, and 
Harrisburg are also possible sites, and there are other schools that have Outdoor Classrooms, but we 
have not yet begun working with them.  If you are close to another school and curious about 
volunteering there, I can tell you what I know about their natural areas, and we can try to get 
something going there.  Opportunities exist to work at just one school, or to be called or emailed for 
work days at different schools. 
Contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or 864-7647 to sign up.  
Project is approved. 
 
 
CACHE/SPARKS Birding Trips – Wednesday mornings  
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society, Missouri Department of Conservation, and The 
Audubon Society of Missouri.  
These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former president of The Columbia Audubon Society. Meet Bill 
at 7:30am (don’t be late) at the southwest corner of the Parkade Center parking lot.  The destination 
will be decided the day of the trip depending on who is there and where they want to go.  Contact Bill 
Clark at 573-474-4510 to confirm you are attending.  Project is approved.  
 
 
Native Plant Seed Collection for Natural Community Restoration, May through December, 2009.  
Sponsored by the Missouri Department of Conservation  
This ongoing project’s aim is the restoration of MDC prairie, glade, and savanna sites in Boone, 
Callaway, Audrain, and Randolph counties.  Volunteers will learn in a field setting about plant 
communities, species of native flowers and grasses, plant identification, and both seed collection and 
planting techniques.  
 
MDC will provide all necessary plant identification books, collection bags, and clippers.  Carpooling 
will be provided when possible.  Volunteers will want to dress appropriately for field work (sturdy 

mailto:shauna.marquardt@mdc.mo.gov
mailto:langtrea@gmail.com
mailto:langtrea@gmail.com
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shoes or boots, long pants, and head covering are recommended), bring their own gloves, insect 
repellant, sun block, and water bottles.  
 
Collection dates will begin in mid-May.  Tentative dates furnished by MDC are as follows:  
September 19 – Saturday morning - TBD  
October 8 – Thursday evening – will be rescheduled Green Area plantings  
October 17 – Saturday morning – Tucker Prairie  
To express your interest and be notified of specific arrangements for field trips, contact John George 
at 573-882-8388 or JohnGeorge@mdc.mo.gov.  Project is approved.  
 
 
Troy Gordon Memorial Hummingbird Garden  
Sponsored by the Audubon Society of Missouri and Boone’s Lick Chapter of the Missouri Master 
Naturalists  
Help is needed for ongoing maintenance of the Memorial Garden.  The garden has four planted areas 
that include a swale (that connects to the Butterfly Garden), formal garden, Buckeye Island and pond 
habitat.  Participants will learn valuable information about native Missouri plants, grasses, shrubs and 
trees and become familiar with their light and water preferences, planting techniques and 
maintenance requirements.  Volunteers will provide their own garden and hand tools, wheelbarrows 
and gloves as required for that day’s activity.  Volunteers will want to dress appropriately for field work 
(sturdy shoes or boots, long pants, and head covering are recommended).  Insect repellant and sun 
block are recommended, as are water bottles.  
To participate in this project, contact Suzanne Wright at 573-446-2217 or Suzwright@centurytel.net.  
Project is approved.  
 
 
Bee Inventory at Overton Bottoms North- Specimen Identification and Mounting  
Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge-Overton Bottoms North Unit.  
Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge (Overton Bottoms North)  
Data from the inventory will also be used to begin a bee list for the refuge unit.  Participants will learn 
collection and trapping techniques, pinning skills required for mounting the specimens, and 
identification skills to differentiate between bee species with visits to the MU Entomology Lab.  The 
Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge and/or Friends of the Big Muddy will provide all 
necessary identification books, and bee capture, preservation and mounting equipment.  Volunteers 
will want to dress appropriately for field work (sturdy shoes or boots, long pants, and head covering 
are recommended).  Volunteers will be encouraged to bring their own gloves, insect repellant, sun 
block, and water. 
 
The dates listed below are tentative.  They will be subject to change depending on weather/flooding 
and other factors beyond my control.  I will contact you if an event is cancelled. In addition to these 
dates, we will schedule 2-3 dates for identification at the MU Entomology Museum (late June-August).  
All trapping/netting will take place at the Overton Bottoms North unit of the Big Muddy National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Take I-70 to the Overton/Wooldridge exit (#111), this is the first exit west of the 
bridge over the Missouri River.  At the end of the exit ramp, turn right.  At the stop sign on HWY 98, 
turn right.  This road will cross the RR tracks and turn to gravel.  We will meet at the first parking lot 
on the right (about ½ mile, look for the big pecan trees).  
 
All washing/drying/pinning will take place at our office (4200 New Haven Road). From the 
Nifong/HWY junction travel east (Nifong becomes New Haven RD) one mile. At the USGS Columbia 
Environmental Research Center, turn right at the 3rd drive way, turn left through the chain link fence, 
our office is at the south end of the parking lot.  

mailto:Suzwright@centurytel.net
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Summer 2009 Schedule for collecting, preparing, pinning and identification of specimens  
Sept 8 2:00-4:00, MU Entomology Museum 
 
Contact: Wedge Watkins, 573-442-2778, or Wedge_Watkins@fws.gov  if you are interested in 
participating.  Although this is a Capstone Project, non-trainees are encouraged to volunteer.  Project 
is approved.  
 
 
Bluebird Trail Monitoring: March through September  
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.  The Columbia Audubon Society is looking for 
volunteers to help monitor the bluebird trails we have at Wild Haven and Russell Property.  Wild 
Haven, which is located just north of Columbia, has around 20 bluebird houses, and Russell Property, 
located within Columbia, has 8 bluebird houses.  The bluebird houses have to be periodically 
monitored during the breeding season to get an idea of how successful the houses are.  Contact: 
Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.  
 
 
Phenology Observation- Ongoing.  
Sponsored by the USA National Phenology Network.  
Phenology is the study of recurring plant and animal life cycle events, or phenophases, such as 
leafing and flowering of plants, maturation of agricultural crops, emergence of insects, and migration 
of birds.  Many of these events are sensitive to climatic variation and change, and are simple to 
observe and record.  As an USA-NPN observer, you can help scientists identify and understand 
environmental trends so we can better adapt to climate change.  
 
The USA National Phenology Network brings together citizen scientists, government agencies, non-
profit groups, educators and students of all ages to monitor the impacts of climate change on plants in 
the United States.  The USA-NPN is looking for volunteers to help monitor 200 plant species found 
across the United States.  This effort will eventually expand to include animals and physical 
phenomena, such as bird migrations and ice out on ponds.  You may explore their website at 
www.usanpn.org to learn more about USA-NPN and become an observer.  Training is available on 
the website and reporting is done via that site.  Project is approved.  
 
 
Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing  
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project  
The most rewarding volunteer experience ever!  We have new opportunities for volunteers to begin 
working with birds sooner.  Please contact us to set up training sessions just for you, so you can 
begin to feed these amazing creatures.  You can then become more familiar with our education birds 
and all of the amazing ways you can interact with them and continue educating delighted audiences 
throughout mid-Missouri about the importance of wildlife conservation.  This is a rare and special 
opportunity that is not available in most areas.  We are truly lucky to have the chance to do so, so 
why not check it out?  
 
Contact: Amber Edwards, Volunteer Coordinator, at 314-550-0201.  Let her know you're a Master 
Naturalist.  Project is approved.  
 
 
Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing dates throughout the year.  

mailto:Wedge_Watkins@fws.gov
mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com
http://www.usanpn.org/
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Most opportunities are on the units of the Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge; projects are 
sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy.  Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge with a variety of projects 
including trail building, putting up boundary signs, trash pickups, educational programs, habitat 
restoration projects, water quality monitoring, etc.  We also have booths at festivals at communities 
along the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and Friends of Big Muddy activities.  We are looking 
for people to lead interpretive hikes, canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units (leading these counts 
as volunteer time, participation does not count).   
 
Most activities are announced on an e-mail group about 10-14 days before they happen.  To 
subscribe to that list, send an e-mail to  
FriendsofBigMuddy-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  Activities generally only require the volunteer to 
provide personal care items (water bottle, sun projection, bug protection, etc.).  Exceptions will be 
noted in e-mail announcements.  Volunteers can choose to participate only in the activities that 
interest them. Contact Steve Johnson at missouririver@gmail.com.  Projects are approved.  
 
 
Outdoor Education at Prairie Fork Conservation Area  
Please contact Jody (Coats) Frank, Outreach and Education Coordinator, Prairie Fork Conservation 
Area, 573 356-8898 or. jlc7t4@mizzou.edu to get on her email contact list for school projects at 
Prairie Fork.  Project can be renewed for approval by calling Meredith at 573 443-0104.  
 
 
 
 

 Geography is just physics slowed down,  

with a couple of trees stuck in it.  

ñ Terry Pratchett , The Last Continent  

 

mailto:FriendsofBigMuddy-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:missouririver@gmail.com
mailto:jlc7t4@mizzou.edu
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2009 Officers 

 
President Meredith Donaldson 

MJDonalsn@aol.com 
 

 Advanced Training Co-Chair  Sally Swanson 
sal@socket.net 
 

Vice President Angela Belden 
Angela@stumod.com 
 
 

 Chapter Historian Beverly Boyd 
SSBNBAB@hotmail.com 
 
 

Secretary Carolyn Doyle 
CarolynDDoyle@netscape.net 
 

 Communications Chair Rachel Pia 
Rachel.Pia@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer Alice Havard 
AEHavard@yahoo.com 
 

 Project Approval & 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Melissa Bedford & Laura 
Sweets 
BedfordM@Missouri.edu 
SweetsL@Missouri.edu 
 

State Advisory 
Committee Rep, 
2008-09 

Suzanne Wright 
SuzWright@centurytel.com 
 

 Refreshments Janie & Robert McArthur 
JBMcArthur@centurytel.net 
RDMcArthur@centurytel.net 
 

State Advisory 
Committee Rep, 
2009-10 

Vacant 
 

   

Chapter Co -Advisors  
     

Kent Shannon 
University Extension 

ShannonD@missouri.edu 
 

 Bob Pierce, PhD, Interim Co-Advisor 
University Extension 

PierceR@missouri.edu 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Thursday, October 8; 6:30pm 

Extension Office 
 

Snakes 
Rochelle Rankin, MDC Resource Scientist 

 
Program has been submitted for advanced training approval.  

Refreshments: 
Dessert: Susanne Wright; Non-dessert: need a volunteer; Beverages: Susan Hazelwood. 

2010 State Conference: St Louis, Fall rather than Spring. 
 
 

   To promote awareness and citizen  
stewardship of natural resources  

          through science-based education and 
      community service. 

mailto:MJDonalsn@aol.com
mailto:sal@socket.net
mailto:angela@stumod.com
mailto:SSBNBAB@hotmail.com
mailto:CarolynDDoyle@aol.com
mailto:Rachel.Pia@gmail.com
mailto:AEHavard@yahoo.com
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