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APRIL MEETING

Thursday, April 9, 6:30-8:30pm
Extension Office

Program: Bees
Mark Arduser, MDC Natural History Biologist, will be our presenter.
This program has been approved as advanced training.

Refreshments:

Meredith Donaldson is bringing non-dessert items and Sally Swanson a dessert, Angela Belden is

bringing beverages. Pl ease bring your own cups and tabl ewar
Meeting. ( “ Rent” goes towards a petty cash fund for t

STATE CONFERENCE!
May 15-17
O WLD ABOUT KANSAS CITYO

The fourth annual state conference, hosted by the Osage Trails Chapter, is coming up soon.
Registration deadlines are this month. Copies of the registration packet are available on the central
website for the program at: http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/. You may download them
as .docs or .pdfs. Syd Hime tells us that workshops are filling up fast, so get your registration in!

Registration deadlines:

Early bird: April 15

Hotel registration in our room block: April 15

Final conference registration deadline: April 30. (Note: No on-site registrations will be accepted.)

Car pooling: let Meredith know if you are attending and would like to car pool (and/or share a hotel
room).
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS
Meredith Donaldson

All your volunteer hours for the | ast qupleagdeda s h
so now! Itis so very important to document the real value of our program to the State. Each of your
volunteer hours is valued at $18.75. Last year Missouri Master Naturalists contributed over 14,000

hours. You do the math! This represents a major contribution to the conservation of our natural
resources in Missouri. Bythe way, Apri | i's Volunteer Recognitioc
fellow Master Naturalists a pat on the back or a tip of the hat next time we meet! Thank you all!!

Also, please be sure to record the types of activities as well as hours. Several of our members are
still looking for projects and it will help to know who is involved in the different projects. | may suggest
they call on you to learn more about your project. It is always more fun to work on a team.

We need your help staffing our Earth Day Booth at Peace Park on Sunday, April 19" from set up at
9am to take down at 6:30pm (rain date April 26™). Please e-mail me at mjdonlsn@aol.com with the
two hour shift you would like to work. We plan on two people per shift. You are welcome to join the
committee that is organizing our display and the activities at our booth. If you have electronic copies
of any new pictures from your volunteer projects, please send to me so we can use them in our
display.

We are looking for Master Naturalists with expertise in:

1. Web page design and maintenance. We are exploring the possibility of designing our own
web page for our chapter. We need some expert advice in considering the pros and cons of
this venture.

2. Marketing/Publicity. We would like to develop a simple marketing plan to help us share our
news with the community and important stakeholders throughout the year.

Pl ease respond to the requests above and then..ge
spring wild flowers, wood warblers, the first humming bird, and listen to the frog chorus at the ponds.

MEETING MINUTES
Carolyn Doyle, Secretary

Boone’ s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalists Meeting
Minutes of Meeting
March 12, 2009

T h e B e biak EHapter of Missouri Master Naturalists met for their regular monthly meeting at
6:30pm on Thursday, March 12, 2009, at the MU Boone County Extension Office, Columbia,
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Missouri. Present were Janie McArthur, Robert McArthur, Vanessa Melton, Carolyn Doyle, Bill Lauer,
JaJaun Lauer, Angela Belden, Steffanie Abel, Janine Gordon, Marie Scruggs, Rachel Pia, Nanci
Chappell, Chris and Kay Egbert, Clare and Jeff Melice, Mary Jane Wheeling, Alice Havard, Mary T.
Williamson, Sharon E. Reed, Susan Hazelwood, Carol Sattler, Howard Hinkel. Dan Reeves, Melissa
Bedford, Billy Dooling, Jerry Nichols, Meredith J. Donaldson, Sally Swanson, Suzanne Wright, and
Extension sponsor Kent Shannon.

President Meredith Donaldson called the meeting to order at 6:30, and Angela Belden introduced our
speaker, Shauna Marquardt, MDC Area Manager at Eagle Bluffs CA. Ms Marquardt did her
undergraduate and graduate work in bats, and her interesting and informative subject for the evening
was the Order Chiroptera (which means hand-wing). This will count as an hour of advanced training
for those present.

At 7:30 Meredith called a break for refreshments, and the business meeting resumed at 7:50.

Mary Jane announced that a scholarship has been established in the name of Don Day, for high
school graduates going into agriculture.

Meredith passed out copies of the membership roster to all present, and asked that we double-check
our listings for accuracy.

I. New Business: No new business was brought before the group.

Il. Old Business:

A. State Conference: Did everyone receive an application? We can plan to carpool to Kansas City to
attend; if you plan to go, be sure and register as soon as possible, and be aware there will be no
walk-in registrations.

B. Joint Project: Suzanne announced that our joint project with the Hi-Lonesome/Cole Camp Chapter
will involve advanced training on Grassland Restoration and Prairie Chicken Recovery on Saturday
April 18" in Cole Camp, MO.

C. Earth Day: April 19" is Earth Day, please contact Meredith if you can help man our booth that day.

D. Hosts for Training Class: Suzanne says hosts are still needed for April 6, 13, and 20 and for May 4
and 11. Please contact her to host one of the meetings.

Janie McArthur thanked the Lauers and Sally fortonight * s ref refhwyeunt bBaven’'t
there are still some openings.

lll. Service and Training:

A. New Volunteer Opportunities: Bill Lauer says that tree planting with Stream Team, on March 14
and 28 has been approved. Contact Lea Langdon for information.

B. For approved opportunities, please see the agenda or the Dragonflyer.
IV. Standing Committee Reports:

A. Treasurer: Alice Havard reports the balance in our account is $572.57.
| 3




B. Program: Angela Belden says she still has a couple of fall months with no programs as yet
scheduled, and is open to suggestions. Apr i | °s program wi | | be on bee:

C. Advanced Training: Please refer to the Dragonflyer for advanced training opportunities.

D. Project Approval/Volunteer Opportunities: Bill and JaJuan Lauer are co-chairs, and Janine Gordon
will serve on this committee.

E. Communications: Rachel Pia asked for input on the newsletter, any suggestions on the format,
contents, etc.? Might there be someone in our group with marketing experience who could think of
ways to publicize Master Naturalists?

F . Refreshment s: Janie and Robert Mc Art hur remi
refreshments, to please do so.

V. Announcements:

A. Turn in articles for the Dragonflyer to Rachel, agenda items to Meredith and volunteer
opportunities to the Lauers, by Monday March 23, for inclusion in the Dragonflyer.

B. Remember to log your hours, check the MMN website for forms.

With no further business, meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM

Executive Committee
Boone’s Lick Master Naturalists
Meeting March 12, 2009

The Executive Committee of the Boone’'s Lick Chap
on March 12.

Present were Meredith Donaldson, Angela Belden, Rachel Pia, Alice Havard, Vanessa Melton,
Suzanne Wright, Steffanie Abel and Bill and JaJuan Lauer.

President Meredith Donaldson called the meeting to order at 8:25pm.
|. Old Business:

A. Communication: Bill Lauer discussed placing our membership roster on our website. The

Confluence chapter does this, and it would require a password to access this information, available

only to members. That chapter has their own website, independent of the Extension Office, and they

can update their site themselves. We may consider ourownwebsit e, we’ d need to t ¢
Shannon. Rachel will check with Kirk Keller, on our roster, for info on setting up a site.

Considerations include the cost, who would set it up, maintain it, update information? Our present

site needs updating, Meredithsai d s he’ d see t hnbotmatiorhnaeded wmeuslesthe n e .
listing of present and past volunteer opportunities and advanced training and an advanced training

approval form.




We also discussed the problem of last minute notifications for volunteer or advanced training
opportunities, which are too late to make the Dragonflyer or the meeting agenda. For now,
committees should send to Kent for posting on the website, and encourage members to check to
website periodically. We also should stress the need to send approval requests to the appropriate
committee members. Meredith asked that both the Advanced Training and Volunteer Opportunity
committees maintain notebooks of all approvals, to be passed on to future members of these
committees.

Wewereallr emi nded to acknowledge email s, as somet i me
received.

B. Record Keeping: Frankie at the Extension Office can also input our volunteer hours, as well as
Kent.

C. By-Laws: Suzanne is still working on pulling these together, and will send copies to the Executive
Committee.

D. Convention: Regarding a scholarship for a member to attend the convention, Meredith checked
with Syd, who said it was up to the executive committee to decide, if there is more than one applicant.

[I. New Business:

A. Member Handbook: A basic member handbook, ba
needed, and we’ll work on developing one, hopefu

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary

2009 MASTER NATURALIST TRAINING

It s up to us to pr ovThdsessionsand bost$ averlisteel betow. Peass s i o n .
choose one of the sessions with no host listed (dates are in boldface), and contact Suzanne at
SuzWright@Centurytel.nett o s ay y ou’ |IMonddy® 6-3pm.eFiell trigstare on Saturdays.

Apr 4: Forest Ecology (field trip)

Hosts: Janie & Robert MacArthur Apr 25: Prairies (field trip)
Apr 6: Animals and Animal Problems Host: Angela Belden

Host: Jerry Nichols Apr 27: Aquatic Systems
Apr 11: Wetlands at Eagle Bluffs (field trip) Host: Lea Langdon

Host: May 4: Conservation and Protection
Apr 13: Caves (RBM State Park) Host:

Host: May 11: Master Naturalist Wrap-up
Apr 20: Reptiles, Amphibians, Birds Host:

Host:
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You may attend any of the classroom sessions; however participation in any off-site or field sessions
requires special arrangements, made through Kent.

CHAPTER ROSTERS

Chapter rosters were handed out at the March meeting. If you did not receive one, you may pick one

up at the April meeting, or contact Kent to make other arrangements. These are paper copies only,
andonlyto beusedforMaster Naturali st business. We wi | | upoc
members later this year.

School Prairie Areas
Lea Langdon

The Youth Gardening group has been busy this winter and spring in several school prairie areas. We

have planted these areas with more diverse prairie seeds with student help at Blue Ridge, Mill Creek,

Two Mile Prairie, and Rock Bridge Elementary Schools. John George has been coordinating prairie

burns at school prairie areas as well, to encourage more diverse prairie species. Our group has

expanded to include some MO Master Nauralists who had earlier been very involved in prairie seed
collection, and one person who is in this spring
Harrison, Carol Sattler, Rachel Pia, Lori McCurdy, David Melegrito, JaJuan and Bill Lauer, our non-

MMN friends, Billy P. and Joanne Cowan and anyone else | may have missed!

If you would like to get involved in youth activities, or helping with school Outdoor Classrooms,
contact these school coordinators: Cheryl Harrison for Blue Ridge, Carol Sattler for Mill Creek, Jody
Stotsky for Rock Bridge Elementary, and Lea Langdon for Two Mile Prairie. If you have another
school in mind, or are not particular about which school you help with, please contact Lea.

Burning at Rock Bridge Elementary Planting at Two Mile Prairie Elementary
January February




RECYCLING CENTERS INFORMATION

Millersburg - Plastics

If you are like me and you recycle this article is for you! | have heard about the recycling facility close

to Millersburg for a while now, but | wasn’t exa
who knew about the facility (thank you Ann Wakeman) for more information and | thought | would

share it with others who might be interested. The facility is called Ryan Enterprises and they are

located 2 miles south of Millersburg on Route J. Their phone number is 573-592-0202 and you can

also look them up on the web at www.ryanenterprise.biz.

This place is unique because they take all kinds of plastic, except for PVC plastic and plastic grocery
bags (there are already many recycling drop-off points around Columbia for these dreaded
environmental pests). This means they take plastics other than 1 and 2, used flower pots (please
clean the dirt out of them before you take them to the recycling facility and remove all metal clips and
rings!), and even plastic wrap or stretch-wrap which is used to bind items on a pallet. Remember this
is a recycling facility and clean plastic is good plastic. Bottle caps are welcome, but please remove
nozzles from spray bottles (such as those used for spray or glass cleaner). | would suggest you call
before you head out there, because this is a family-owned business and the family also farms land
around the area and are not always in the recycling facility. Thanks, and happy recycling!

Vanessa Melton

Columbia i Electronic media recycling at ACT

The focus of the ACT recycling program is to recycle obsolete electronic media and related products,
such as VHS tapes, CDs, DVDs, and their respective cases. These items do happen to be made of
many of those hard to recycle plastics such as #5 (cases), #6 (VHS tapes and jewel cases), and #7
(CDs and DVDs). ... there are several reasons why we focus exclusively on these specific items
rather than all of the 5, 6, & 7 plastic products in general:

1. For many years, ACT has refurbished and resold VHS tapes, so we already work with many
companies who consistently send us these products. Many individuals around the country
also drop off or mail these items to us every day.

2. A central part of our efforts involve the protection of private or proprietary information usually
contained on the media we handle. We always make sure this information is completely and
securely destroyed.

3. The plastics used in VHS tapes, DVDs, CDs, and their cases represent a very limited range of
plastic, which means we can easily sort them into their proper categories and quickly create
large consolidated loads for efficient recycling.

4. The materials are generally quite clean and do not need special industrial washing systems
that would otherwise be required if we included ALL items made from these same plastics.

ACT Recycling is located at 2200 Burlington, just north of Vandiver between Range Line and Paris
roads. People can also always send these items to ACT via USPS, UPS, or FedEx. Although ACT
does not pay for shipping, the value of the donation and the cost of shipping are tax deductible.

While it is certainly not my intent to discourage people from recycling their plastics (or any other
items), ACT’'s recycl i ngcygngelgctromiorsedia and aré simplyroe d o0 n
equipped to deal with the special needs of a food container recycling project.
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Thank you for your help in delivering our environmental message to the community. The more we all
recycle the more the entire community is served. When you recycle with ACT you are also helping us
serve a special portion of our community: our workers with disabilities who want to demonstrate their
very special abilities. If you have any other questions, please feel free to contact me.

John Savage
Director of Employment Services
ACT

Chocolaty Raspberry Crumb Bars Recipe
Vanessa Melton

This is the recipe for the bars Vanessa brought which got so many compliments and requests for the
recipe. The recipe is from http://www.verybestbaking.com/recipes/detail.aspx?ID=32066.

A thin layer of fruit jam is all that comes between the brown sugar crust and the walnut-flavored
topping. Melted chocolate chips are spread over the top to finish these bars off.

Ingredients:
T 1 cup (2 sticks) butter or margarine, softened
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 cups (12-ounce package) semi-sweet chocolate morsels, divided
1 can (14 ounces) sweetened condensed milk
1/2 cup chopped nuts (optional)
1/3 cup seedless raspberry jam

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -8 A

Directions:

PREHEAT oven to 350° F. Grease 13 x 9-inch baking pan.

BEAT butter in large mixer bowl until creamy. Beat in flour, sugar and salt until crumbly. With
floured fingers, press 1 3/4 cups crumb mixture onto bottom of prepared baking pan; reserve
remaining mixture.

BAKE for 10 to 12 minutes or until edges are golden brown.

MICROWAVE 1 cup morsels and sweetened condensed milk in medium, uncovered, microwave-
safe bowl on HIGH (100%) power for 1 minute; STIR. Morsels may retain some of their original
shape. If necessary, microwave at additional 10- to 15-second intervals, stirring just until morsels
are melted. Spread over hot crust.

STIR nuts into reserved crumb mixture; sprinkle over chocolate filling. Drop teaspoonfuls of
raspberry jam over crumb mixture. Sprinkle with remaining morsels.

BAKE for 25 to 30 minutes or until center is set. Cool completely in pan on wire rack.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Wildflower Walks with Randal Clark, Wednesdays through May 13.

Randal's Wildflower walks are Wednesday evenings, March 25 to May 13. Meet at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park's Devil's Icebox parking lot by 5:30pm. The group may then carpool to other
locations. Walks are free and open to the public.

Native Plant Day at Bradford Farms, Saturday, April 11, 9:00-noon

Once established, native plants require less water and fertilizers than non-natives. Join us for a
perfect opportunity to find all the native plants you need for your home garden, and support Missouri
businesses. Featuring: Four Missouri native plant and shrub vendors, native plant themed books and
items made by local artists for sale, and many learning opportunities through informative booths and
demonstrations!

"Missouri River Macro-invertebrates,"” Friends of Big Muddy/MO River Relief Program, Tuesday,
April 14, 7 p.m. at Bryant Cabin at Overton North Unit of the Big Muddy Refuge.

Presented by Barry Poulton, USGS. Very little research has been done on the populations of macro-
invertebrates in the Missouri River. Barry led a USGS study cataloguing species and habitats. Join
us for a fascinating window into this crucial foundation of the river food chain.

Directions -

To get to the Bryant Cabin, take the Overton/Wooldridge exit off I-70 (exit #111, the first exit west of
the Missouri River bridge at Rocheport). Go north about 300 feet to the "T" intersection and turn left
on Highway 98. Go west seven tenths of a mile and turn right on Brady Lane (the first road to the
right). In six tenths of a mile, Brady Lane curves ninety degrees to the right. Go straight on the
gravel drive, going past the Loesing parking area and through the open gate. The lane follows the
ridge around to the cabin. A map is on the refuge web site, and the Bryant Cabin is in the dark
"closed area." Just ignore the closed area signs, as you have special authorization for these
programs to enter the area.

All programs are open to the public. You do not need to be a member of either organization to
participate. We hope you can come and learn more about the Missouri River!

Col umbi a Garden CIl ub g SatudaynAprd 25, 8Fmoboa. nTtinityPaekbgterian

Church, 1600 West Rollins, Columbia (Indoors!). Many vegetable plants, annuals, perennials, and
houseplants. Delicious home-made items. Garden related books, tools, and many new and used
bazaar items. New this year: Mot he-&take adiatyared.l or a

Where the Wildflowers Grow, Saturday, April 25, 1-4, Rock Bridge Memorial State Park.

View about 25 species of Spring wildflowers, learn identification tips, edible and medicinal uses, and
aspects of woodland and glade ecology as you hike with the Park naturalist for two miles in the scenic
Gans Creek Wild Area. For more information or to register, contact Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov or 573-449-7402.
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World of Wildlife Camp,Kat f i sh Ka3y' s, May 1

Our friends at the US Fish & Wildlife Service are hosting a weekend educational camp with classes
like River Ecology, Kids Camp, Intro to Birding, and more! A great opportunity for families! At Katfish
Katy's in Huntsdale this year, May 1-3. For program and registration information, go to:
http://www.wondersofwildlife.org/images/pdf/2009ColumbiaCatalogFINAL.pdf

Registration deadline is April 20.

Saturday Morning Science

http://satscience.missouri.edu/

This series of talks is presented at the Monsanto Auditorium on Saturday mornings during the
semester from 10:30-11:30am, and is free and open to the public. Note: none of the programs this
semester are approved as advanced training.

4 April What can modern genomics tell us about cattle domestication? Jerry Taylor.

Ancient peoples in India and the middle east domesticated cattle about 5,000 BC. This talk will
explain how genomic resources developed for modern cattle improvement provide new insight into
the domestication process.

11 April: What do we know after the 30-year "War on Cancer"? Steve Alexander.

Cancer continues to be a major disease, despitea30-y ear “war” on it . Come
know about cancer, why there is no cure, and new approaches that promise to improve diagnosis and
therapy.

18 April: How chimpanzee use flowering plants when they are sick. Eloy Rodriguez.

Learn about the incredibl e di beahavierdyapimalsfoftakiago o p h ar
medicines in the wild. lllustrations include chimps swallowing medicinal plants and monkeys rubbing

their fur with plants to kill parasites.

25 April: Assembling artificial plant chromosomes to benefit agriculture and biotechnology.
Chromosomes have been studied for over a century. MU plant scientists have now begun building
them from scratch. Come learn about how artificial chromosomes are made and how they might be
used in agriculture and biotechnology.

2 May: Got Insects? Environmentally helpful night patrollers. Sybil Amelon.

Bats play a critical role in maintaining a healthy environment. They are primary predators of
nightflying insects and valuable seed dispensers. The little brown, for example, can consume several
hundred insects in an hour. A colony of bats can protect crops and trees from destructive insects,
thus reducing the need for pesticides. (Final session of the semester.)

Native Plant/Quail Field Day, Bradford Farms, June 18

This field day will consist of wagon tours that give participants an opportunity to see bobwhite quail
management demonstrations and research in progress and to see how native plants can be used for
conservation. Participants will also discover how native plants can be used for landscaping as well as
to clean up water run off in rain gardens or provide seed and insects for birds. Native plants can also
be used for bobwhite quail habitat and participants will get to see first hand how they can be
incorporated in land use management such as edge feathering and native grass management. There
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will also be informational booths on native plants and quail management and the public will have an
opportunity to purchase native plants.

ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

HEALTHY WATERSHED SERIES presented by Missouri River Communities Network

These workshops are FREE and open to the public, at 7:00pm at the Daniel Boone Library unless
otherwise noted. There is no registration required, but seating will be on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Endangered and Invasive Species in the Missouri River Region, Monday, April 6, at 7:00pm.
Presenter: John George, MDC,; location: Grant School, Eco-School, 10 East Broadway. Access the
parking lot via the Broadway entrance.

Upcoming Programs:
Monday, May 4 - Missouri River Flood Plain Ecology; Tim Haller & Charles Laun.
Saturday, June 6 - Community Rain Garden Workshop; Americorps Assistants.

Prescribed Burn Workshop for Landowners, Friday, April 3, 9-3.

Davisdale CA in Rocheport.

Learn the proper methods and techniques used for implementing controlled burns; the varieties of
burn equipment and how they are used and their availability; and how to develop burn plans. A
demonstration burn is planned immediately following lunch, weather permitting. Lunch will be
provided. You must pre-register for this program by Wednesday, April 1, at 660 886-7447 x112 or
660 248-3358 x119. http://mdc.mo.gov/events/

Recording Insect Sounds, April 15", 7:30-8:30 pm, Unitarian Church on Shepard Blvd. Presented
by the Columbia Audubon Society. Learn what equipment is used in recording insect sounds (this
equipment is also used in recording bird sounds). For more information, go to: www.columbia-
audubon.missouri.org. This program has been approved for one hour of advanced training.

Grassland Restoration & Prairie Chicken Recovery, April 18™ 9am-1pm, courtesy of the Hi-
Lonesome Chapter in Cole Camp.

Grassland Birds - Habitats, Behavior and on-going monitoring on local Conservation areas, Prairie
Chicken Recovery, Prairie Management Techniques.

Location for session: Cole Camp Prairies: Hi Lonesome, Mora, Paintbrush and other local prairies.
Service/Advanced Training is approved. To participate, contact Suzanne Wright at
SuzWright@Centurytel.net ASAP. Car pool departure will be at 6:30am.

Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring 1 Intro Workshop, April 28 & 29, 5-9pm each day, in
Jefferson City. Registration deadline: April 15.

The workshops consist of 6 hours of classroom instruction and 1-2 hours on a stream to demonstrate
sampling methods. Volunteers will learn to measure the biological and physical aspects to evaluate
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stream conditions. An introduction to water chemistry will also be covered in this class. As the
volunteers' interest and expertise increase, they can receive advanced training and become more
proficient at monitoring.

The only requirements to attend one of the workshops are that you have an interest in water quality
and are willing to donate your time to attend then entire workshop and to monitor a stream. Class
size will be limited and is filled on a first-come first-served basis.

To register, go to http://www.mostreamteam.org/vwgm.aspand c¢l i ck on “I ntro” a
page, and follow the prompts. Remember, this is a popular workshop and fills up fast. The

workshop is approved for advanced training, and volunteer time spent monitoring water quality counts

as service hours.

Susan Hazelwood has signed up for this class and would like to car pool with others traveling from
Columbia. Please contact Susan at HazelwoodS@mchsi.com if you would like to carpool with her.

Level 1 Workshops: schedule should be released in June.

Level 2 Workshop, Saturday, June 27", in Jefferson City. The registration deadline is June 12.
(This is the only remaining level 2 workshop this year.)

The entire workshop will be held indoors. The morning will be spent analyzing water samples using
the chemical equipment you were issued after your Level 1 class, SO BE SURE TO BRING ALL
YOUR CHEMICAL MONITORING EQUIPMENT and ensure your pH meter is properly hydrated just
before you attend. The afternoon will be spent improving your aquatic invertebrate identification skills.
A short evaluation will follow to help establish baseline information on the accuracy of volunteer
biological data.

To register, go to http://www.mostreamteam.org/vwagm.aspand c¢cl i ck on “Level 27
page, and follow the prompts. Remember, this is filled on a first-come, first-served basis. The

workshop is approved for advanced training, and volunteer time spent monitoring water quality counts

as service hours.

VWQM Review Session, May 2™, RSVP by April 15.

Missouri Stream Team Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Review Session in Columbia on Saturday,
May 2nd at 1:00pm for any one who took the Introductory Level and/or Level 1 Workshop. These
sessions will increase your confidence, encourage submission of much-needed data on our Missouri
streams, and help ready you for advanced levels of training so your data is more often utilized! The
RSVP date is Wednesday, April 15th. You can register on line at
http://www.mostreamteam.org/online_review_session.htm or by calling and leaving a message for
Program Staff at 800-781-1989. Review sessions will be held weather permitting; wear outdoor
clothing, bring boots or river shoes and your VWQM equipment

Groundwater & Streams Workshop, Stream Team Academy, Saturday, May 30, 10-4. RSVP
deadline: May 1°.

Our next StreamTeam Academy Groundwater & Streams Workshop will be held Saturday, May 30,
2009 in Columbia. The workshop will be led by Conservation Department and Stream Unit staff
member, Paul Blanchard, PhD. Paul previously worked as an assistant professor of geological
sciences teaching courses in geology, geomorphology, hydrogeology, and contaminant transport.
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Time will be spent in the classroom and on a tour of karst features in the Boone County area (some
non-strenuous walking will be involved)

This course will include the basics of groundwater hydrology, how regional groundwater differences
are related to the geology and soils of Missouri, and the significance of groundwater /surface water
interactions. Materials will be primarily applicable to prairie and Ozark streams, but some discussion
of groundwater interactions with big rivers will also be included.

If you are interested in attending, please contact Sherry Fischer at Sherry.Fischer@mdc.mo.gov or
573 522-4115 x3169 by May 1, 2009 to register.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Below are the volunteer opportunities and ongoing projects, as well as announcements of other
events. Please contact the person indicated for more detailed information on any of the projects.

Note that iif a project is listed as “not yet app
(available at http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will
be notifiedviae-mai | of the project’s appr ®uce approvalisgréanted her

for any person, it is approved for everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one form per project.

To add your project to the list of volunteer opportunities, please contact JaJuan & Bill Lauer at
WilliamLauer@Centurytel.net.

Volunteer Opportunities 2009

Below are the volunteer opportunities for this and coming months and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Please contact the person indicated for more detailed information
on any of the projects. Not e that if a project is I|listed as
Service Project Form (available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be notified via
eemai |l of t he pr ofheeare’asy quesigns. dnca approval is granted for any
person, it is approved for everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one form per project.

April Volunteer Opportunities

Starling Nesting Ecology, Late March through May

Sponsored by University of Missouri.

This is a new project in which volunteers will monitor the use of nest boxes by European starlings in
an agricultural setting. The objective is to understand starling nest ecology and competition with
other birds in a variety of grazing systems. There are 6 sites each containing 8 starling nest boxes
located around South Farm that will need to be monitored once a week from late March through May.
The boxes only need to be checked to see if they are active or non-active (contain a nest or do not
contain a nest). Contact Vanessa Melton if you are interested at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

13



mailto:Sherry.Fischer@mdc.mo.gov
mailto:WilliamLauer@Centurytel.net
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm
mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com

Junior Duck Stamp Competition: Weekdays through April 15th

Sponsored by the Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

The Big Muddy Refuge does the judging of the Missouri Junior Duck Stamp competition for the state
of Missouri. Help is needed the next two weeks for mailing back entries and prizes and updating the
database. Volunteers are asked to do a minimum of two hours of service to allow for training time.
We have a number of volunteers already, but more may be needed. Contact Tim Haller at 573-876-
1826 or Tim_Haller@fws.gov if you would like to be placed on a list of additional volunteers, if more
are found to be needed. Project is approved.

CACHE/SPARKS Birding Trips: April 1%, 8", 15™, 22" and 29",

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society, Missouri Department of Conservation, and The

Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former president of The Columbia Audubon Society. Meet Bill

at 7:30am (don’t be | ate) at the southwest <cmorne
will be decided the day of the trip depending on who is there and where they want to go. Contact Bill

Clark at 573-474-4510 to confirm. Contact Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or

vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

No MOre Trash! Bash: Month of April, 2009

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of Conservation

The Bash is a litter-prevention celebration co-sponsored by the Missouri Departments of
Conservation and Transportation. In 2008, thousands of people picked up over 84,000 bags of litter
from Missouri's roadways, streams and other public areas and more than 11,500 people attended
educational events throughout the month of April. It was the most successful Bash in its history!
Picking up litter is a great way to make a difference in the appearance of the State, as well as take
care of the environment.

For more information about how you can help, including 2009 No MOre Trash! Bash registration
information and details, visit http://www.mdc.mo.gov/nomoretrash/ (www.nomoretrash.org).

Free No MOre Trash! trash bags (NMT012) are also available through our Distribution Center. To
save on shipping and pickups, please coordinate trash bag requests by office location. Send
requests for specific quantities of trash bags by emailing pubstaff@mdc.mo.gov. and include shipping
address or pickup details.

Questions concerning the 2009 No MOre Trash! Bash can be directed to Joe Jerek, News Services
Coordinator, Outreach and Education Division, Missouri Department of Conservation, 573-522-4115
ext: 3362. Project is approved.

Outdoor Education at Prairie Fork Conservation Area

Volunteers will be needed on April 3rd, April 30th. May 8th and May 15th.

This spring volunteers will be needed at Prairie Fork Conservation Area to assist with environmental
education stations during field trips with local school groups. Prairie Fork is located in Williamsburg,
Missouri, which is east of Columbia on I-70.

Volunteers would need to arrive at Prairie Fork around 8:30am to become familiar with their station
and should be finished by 2:00pm. For each date, four to five volunteers will be needed to lead
stations and present information about outdoor education and conservation. The stations may
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include: a stream table activity, a scavenger hunt, a pond life exploration activity and other activities
depending on the age of the group.

Please contact Jody Coats, Outreach and Education Coordinator, Prairie Fork Conservation Area,
573-356-8898. [Ic7t4@mizzou.edu. Projectis approved.

TreeKeeper Projects, April 3", 4™ and 25"

Sponsored by The City of Columbia.

These are the upcoming Spring projects offered by the City of Columbia for participants in their
Treekeepers program and other interested volunteers.

Friday, April 3: Arbor Day Tree Wrap project

Time: 1:00pm to finish

Meet: Parks Management Center, 1507 Business Loop 70 West

Task: Wrap seedling trees in preparation for Saturday Arbor Day Tree Give Away.

Saturday, April 4: Arbor Day Tree Give Away

Time: Volunteers arrive at 8:00 a.m. ~ Tree give away begins at 8:30 a.m.
Note: This project is limited to the first 12 TreeKeepers to sign up.

Meet: The ARC parking lot ~ 1701 W. Ash St.

Task: Distribute seedling trees to area residents.

Saturday, April 25: Bear Creek Trail at Garth parking lot

Time: 8am to noon

Meet: 8am at the Bear Creek Trail parking lot

Task: Park and trail cleanup from Garth to Creasy Springs in conjunction with Cleanup Columbia.

Projects are approved.

Thomas Hill Reservoir Field Trip, April 4™

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society, Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

This birding trip will take place at the reservoir northwest of Moberly. MO 3 runs on the west side of
the lake with Route C running on the east side. Route T goes across the lake, and these highways
can be reached from US 24. The field trip participants will meet Bill Clark and Edge Wade at the
southwest corner of the Parkade parking lot at 7:30am. You never know what you will find up here,
but there are usually lots of gulls, a few terns, and lots of waterfowl. Dress warmly because this
reservoir is notorious for its cold wind whipping across the water. Contact Vanessa Melton at 573-
864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com for info. Project is approved.

Friendly Prairie Day, April 4"

The Missouri Prairie Foundation will be holding a work day, picnic, and camp out on Saturday, April 4,
at Friendly Prairie just south of Sedalia. Volunteers can help clear a woody fence row and, if
conditions permit, assist with a small prescribed burn. The property is part of the Cole Camp/Hi
Lonesome Conservation Opportunity Area, which has been designated as one of only a handful of
landscapes that can support Greater Prairie-chicken recovery in Missouri. For directions and more
information, call 1-888-843-6739 or visit their website at www.moprairie.org. Project is approved.
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Native Plant Sale at Bradford Farm, April 11™

This is a collaborative event with educational tours and lots of native plants for sale. The Hawthorn
Chapter of Missouri Native Plant Society will be having a booth, so if you want to come out and help
contact Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com. The event runs from 10am to
2pm, and if you want to come out early to help add to the bird list at Bradford Farm, there will be a
bird walk with Brad Jacobs at 7:30am. Project is approved.

Road Cruising for Turtles, mid-April through early June

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of Conservation

This project involves monitoring turtle sightings on Missouri roads. In addition to being interesting,
this data is important to MDC to determine 1) road mortality rates, 2) major migration corridors, and 3)
some distribution data for these species. The best information will be collected mainly from mid-April
through early-June because turtles will be moving. Turtle data can be recorded on any roads. Some
people will have multiple surveys for the same road due to work travel or other regular commutes.

On less frequently traveled roads there may only be a few surveys collected. Basi cal |y it
surveyors to drive the roads they want, but repeating a section several times is great. Also, it is
important to even turn in a data sheet if no turtles are found as this also provides information on turtle
distribution. There might be some reason why no turtles are a particular section of road. The
datasheet is set up to record sightings between each city; over time we will be able to do some
comparison due to some repeat information. (This project will be introduced at both the April Trainee
and General Membership meetings.) Completed data sheets should be forwarded to Jeff Briggler,
Missouri Department of Conservation, PO Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102. Project is approved.

Rocheport Bend Day of Caring: April 18"

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities Network, Missouri River Relief, and Big Muddy Refuge.
We'll be doing a small scale river clean-up. Interested people will sign up in Rocheport, then walk
down the Riverwalk trail to the Missouri River where boats will meet them and take them to different
spots along the river. Participants can also clean up along the Katy Trail and Riverwalk trail by land.
Also, we will be focusing some energy on a collapsed cabin right next to the Katy Trail depot that will
take a bunch of hands and hard work. www.riverrelief.org. Project is approved.

Big Muddy Refuge Garlic Mustard Pull, April 18"

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities Network, Missouri River Relief, and Big Muddy Refuge.
At Overton Bottoms North, the Big Muddy Refuge is leading a Garlic Mustard Pulling Party to help
eradicate this invasive weed. Check the www.riverrelief.org website for details or call 573-443-0292.
Project is approved.

Earth Day at Peace Park, Sunday, April 19

Earth Day will be Sunday April 19 (rain date Sunday, April 26) at Peace Park on the MU Campus (8th
Street north of Locust Street). The MMN booth will help inform the public about our program and
engage children in activities centered around understanding watersheds (our aquarium is
spectacular!) Volunteers are needed for 2-hour shifts to work the booth during the event. We also
need a few people to come early to set up (9am) and late to take down (6:30pm). Training will be
provided. There will be a sign up sheet at the next meeting. If you are not going to be at the meeting,
contact Anna Nowack at 314-805-1388, or Meredith Donaldson at 289-3018 or mjsonisn@aol.com to
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schedule a time to volunteer. Also contact Anna if you have recent photographs of your volunteer
service or would like to help in planning our booth and activities. Project is approved.

Earth Day MiniBioBlitz at Prairie Fork Conservation Area, April 2ond

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of Conservation.

This event will involve leading elementary-grade school children (4™ through 6" grade) on 20-minute
nature walks through Prairie Fork Conservation Area. There will be visual aids, as well as notepads

and pencils for sketching provided for the kids, so all you have to do is bring yourself and lots of

bugspray, water, and any snacks or creature-comforts you may need. The event runs from 10am to

2pm, but come early (around 9am) so that you will have time to walk the area and decide what
interesting points you would Iike to talk about.
that can be found in wetland, prairie, and forest habitats. There will be plenty of opportunity for the

kids to forage around to find things to examine. There will be 2-3 leaders for each walk, so "tag
teaming” will take place to k eShaunaMarguardtbyrpries!" sfat i o
you are interested at 573-445-3882 or email shauna.marquardt@mdc.mo.gov. Project is approved.

Two Mile Prairie Science Day, April 24"

Sponsored by River Communities Network/Stream Team

Two Mile Prairie Elementary School will be holding its annual Science Day on Friday, April 24th. The
whole school will be going through learning and activity stations, a class at a time for 30 minutes
each, all day long. We will have 2 stations: native plantings in their Outdoor Classroom and Stream
Team activities. The sponsor is looking for volunteers to help in one of the stations, for at least half a
day, and possibly a whole day. In addition, help is needed before the 24™ (day and time flexible),
gathering native seedlings from a couple garden sites (including New Haven Elementary) where
native plantings have matured and there is an abundance of some seedlings. If you have native
seedlings to offer of your own, that might also be helpful. The plan is to bring flats of seedlings and
let students plant them, ideally into the Outdoor Classroom, but as a backup rain day plan, plant them
temporarily into pots. If you are interested in any of these opportunities, or have plants that you
would like to share, please contact Lea Langdon, langtrea@gmail.com or 864-7647. Project is
approved.

CARP Project, April 25th
Sponsored by the City of Columbia.
This is an upcoming project for the Columbia Aquatic Restoration Project team.

Date: Saturday, April 25™

Time: 9amuntil completed, no later than noon

Location: Flatbranch Park

Task: We will be planting Iris virginica, Spartina pectinata (Prairie cord grass) and a variety of other
natives in attempt to stabilize the banks in various places along Flatbranch Creek. Erosion control is
the main goal. There is a fairly steep bank where we will be placing one small, willing crew to assist
in the removal of invasive honeysuckle. Project is approved.

Rock Bridge Memorial Park Stewardship Day, April 25", 1 to 3pm
Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge State Park
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Twice a year we clean up litter along 163 where it goes through the park, remove old fencing, and
take out invasive plants in the park. Meet at the Devil's Icebox parking lot, off Route 163 South of
Columbia on Saturday April 25, 2009 from 1 to 3pm. Project is approved.

This and many other Friends of Rock Bridge volunteer opportunities are listed on
http://rockbridge.missouri.org/volunteer/index.php. Potential park stewards should call the park if they
have a desire to serve. To volunteer, contact Roxie Campbell at 573-449-7402.

Clean Up Columbia, April 25™

Sponsored by the City of Columbia, MO

The yearly cleanup of Columbia will be held on April 25". Volunteers will be along Columbia streets
and trails, and in streams and parks, Saturday morning picking up litter. There will also be volunteers
working to remove graffiti from public property in central Columbia. Register by emailin%
volunteer@GoColumbiaMO.com and pick up your clean UE supplies on Friday, April 24™ between
10am and 6pm at the Gentry Building lobby, One South 7" Street. If you have any questions you
may call the Office of Volunteer Services at 573-874-7499. Project is approved.

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities

Rain Garden Installation and Maintenance

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities Network

This project will include the installation and maintenance of five area raingardens and demonstration
of the raingardens during tours by local community groups and individuals. There are five
raingardens included in the original grant with the hopes that more will follow. For more information
contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or phone: 573-864-7647. Project is approved.

Bird Banding Training: There will be training sessions scheduled throughout the winter and early
spring, weather permitting. The training will be followed by opportunities to capture, identify, band,
and release many species. If you are interested in participating, contact Suzanne Wright at 573-446-
2217 or Suzwright@centurytel.net. Project is approved.

School Natural Areas - Ongoing

Many of our local schools have nature areas that have been neglected and could use some volunteer
assistance. These areas include prairies and woodlands, small butterfly gardens or sensory gardens,
and rainwater gardens. The following elementary schools are volunteer sites: Benton, Blue Ridge,
Fairview, Mill Creek, New Haven, Rock Bridge, Russell Boulevard, Shepard, West Boulevard, and
Midway Heights. Douglass High School, Hallsville, and Harrisburg are possible sites. Contact Lea
Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or 447-1257 to sign up. Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing

Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project

The most rewarding volunteer experience ever! We have new opportunities for volunteers to begin
working with birds sooner. Please contact us to set up training sessions just for you, so you can
begin to feed these amazing creatures. You can then become more familiar with our education birds
and all of the amazing ways you can interact with them and continue educating delighted audiences
throughout mid-Missouri about the importance of wildlife conservation. This is a rare and special
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opportunity that is not available in most areas. We are truly lucky to have the chance to do so, so
why not check it out?

Contact: Amber Edwards, Volunteer Coordinator at 314-550-0201. Let her know you're a Master
Naturalist. Project is approved.

Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing dates throughout the year.

Most opportunities are on the units of the Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge; projects are
sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy. Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge with a variety of projects
including trail building, putting up boundary signs, trash pickups, educational programs, habitat
restoration projects, water quality monitoring, etc. We also have booths at festivals at communities
along the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and Friends of Big Muddy activities. We are looking
for people to lead interpretive hikes, canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units (leading these counts
as volunteer time, participation does not count). Most activities are announced on an e-mail group
about 10-14 days before they happen. To subscribe to that list, send an e-mail to
FriendsofBigMuddy-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Activities generally only require the volunteer to
provide personal care items (water bottle, sun projection, bug protection, etc.). Exceptions will be
noted in e-mail announcements. Volunteers can choose to participate only in the activities that
interest them. Contact Steve Johnson at missouririver@gmail.com. Projects are approved.

"Some say that science dictates, or at least its old rules
said, that it is impossible for bumblebees to fly. This
may be a myth, but wouldn't you like to think  that
every time you look at the bees, you are seeing that
there is no such thing as the impossible?

A Joe Rukin, Look at the Bees (2006).
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Secretary
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2008-09

State Advisory
Committee Rep,
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Meredith Donaldson
MJDonalsn@aol.com

Angela Belden
Angela@stumod.com

Carolyn Doyle
CarolynDDoyle@netscape.net

Alice Havard
AEHavard@yahoo.com

SuzanneWright
SuzWright@centurytel.com

Vanessa Melton
VannDawn@gmail.com

2009 Officers

Advanced Training Co-Chair

Chapter Historian

Communications Chair

Project Approval &
Volunteer Opportunities

Refreshments

Chapter Co -Advisors

Kent Shannon

University Extension
ShannonD@nssouri.edu

Steffanie Abel
StfAbel@yahoo.com

Beverly Boyd
SSBNBAB@hotmail.com

Rachel Pia
Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

JaJuan & Bill Lauer
WilliamLauer@centurytel.net

Janie & Robert McArthur
JBMcArthur@centurytel.net
RDMCcArthui@centurytel.net

Jeff Koppleman
Department of Conservation
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NEXT MEETING
Thursday, May 14, 6:30-8:30pm
Extension Office

Presenter: Jack Schultz, Director, Bond Life Sciences Center, MU

Refreshments: non-dessert - Howard Hinkel, dessert - Carol Sattler, drinks - Robert Johnson

community service.

To promote awareness and citizen
stewardship of natural resources
through science-based education and
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