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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Saturday, September 13, 7:30am-2:00pm
Prairie Seed Collecting with John George

Contact John if you will be participating, via
email at John.George@mdc.mo.gov or at 882-
8388 ext 224.

For the 13" — which is to be the combo Master
Naturalist/Wild Ones seed collection field trip.
If the weather is good we are going to go to a
real neat glade/woodland complex over by the
Reform Nuclear Reactor. It is about a 50
minute drive. | will have one or 2 MDC
vehicles to transport as many as | can but we’ll
probably have to have a few folks drive their
own vehicles, too. We'll meet at 7:30am at the
resource science center parking lot (1100 S.
College Ave, at the NE corner of the
intersection of College and Stadium).

If the weather is not so good we’ll go down to
the Charles Green Conservation Area between
Columbia and Ashland off of Minor Hill Road,
where we will collect from some previously
abandoned rows of prairie plants.

| hope to go to the glade complex because it is
a high quality site with over 200 species to
enjoy but we can’t get access if it is too muddy.

We should be back to Columbia at about
2:00pm — folks can bring their lunch and they
should bring some water and insect repellant.
If they don’t want to bring a lunch — we should
be stopping by Cranes Country Store in
Williamsburg at about 12:00 to 12:30 or so.

Folks will want to dress for field work.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
John George
882-8388 ext 224

Please Note: This field trip will include both
advanced training and volunteer hours.

Refreshments: Courtesy of Vanessa Melton
and Sally Swanson. Please contact Jane Fore
to sign up to bring refreshments for a future
meeting.
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

Suzanne Wright

Fighting for Their Lives:
the American Chestnut & the Ash

The American chestnut was once the very
heart of our forests. The dominant species, it
comprised one fourth of the U.S. Eastern
forest. In the early summer many of the dry
ridge tops over the central Appalachians
appeared snow-capped when the chestnuts
were in full bloom, their canopies filled with
creamy-white flowers.

The trees were giants. Mature chestnuts
averaged up to five feet in diameter and one
hundred feet tall with many specimens
reaching eight to teen feet in diameter and
even larger. Straight and often branch-free for

fifty feet, loggers would tell of loading entire
|
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railroad cars with boards cut from just one tree.
Because of the timber’s outstanding properties
the wood was used for virtually everything.

Rural folk and wildlife alike depended on the
tree’s nutritious nuts which fell in such
abundance it was reported to carpet the forest
floor. Livestock was fatted on the harvest
gleanings and families shipped what wasn’t
consumed or stored for winter use to the big
cities back east for sale.

Then the chestnut blight struck with
devastating results. The parasitic fungus was
first discovery in 1904 in New York City’s Bronx
Z0o0; it was probably brought into the U.S. in
the late 1800s on Japanese chestnut trees.
The blight spread like wildfire killing almost
every American chestnut as they had little or
no resistance to the Asian disease; ahead of
the blight virtually all the healthy trees were cut
to harvest the timber. By 1950 practically all
were gone.

Tragically, the blight did not directly harm the
roots and sprout emerged, clinging to life
sometimes living long enough to flower and
produce nuts which are usually infertile from
lack of cross pollination. The fruiting trees die
a few years later either from other diseases or
from competition from other trees. Some
chestnuts have repeatedly died and sprouted
again from their root collars for the past 70
years.

In 1983 The American Chestnut Foundation
was established by a group of prominent
scientists with the goal of creating a blight—
resistant tree. The early results were proven
unsatisfactory but with the advances in our
understanding of genetics and plant pathology
there is new promise that the magnificent tree
can again become a part of our natural
landscape.

Unexpected hope was given to the research
when in January of this year a stand of half-
dozen or more mature trees was discovered
along a hiking trail in a rugged area known as
Pine Mountain at the southern end of the
Appalachians. The largest of these trees is

about 40 feet tall and 20 to 30 years old; it is
unknown why this small group of trees has
remained free from the killing fungus. Plans
have been made to pollinate the flowers and
collect the seeds in an effort to further the
breading program aimed at restoring the
population with blight-resistant trees.

Today a shiny green beetle native to Asia is
credited with killing at least 25 million ash trees
in seven U.S. states and adjacent parts of
Canada. It was suspected the insect was
accidentally imported from China in the 1990
and was first discovered in Michigan in June of
2002. The adults lay eggs in crevasses of the
bark then the larvae burrow into the bark after
hatching and consume the cambium and
phloem, effectively girdling the tree and
causing death within two years.

There are more than 7.5 billion ash trees
currently at risk and over thirty five million ash
trees dead or dying in the United States.

Missouri has become the ninth state added to
the growing list of infected states. On July 23
the U.S. Department of Agriculture scientists
discovered seven suspicious beetles on traps
at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
Greenville Recreation Area in Wayne County.
State and federal officials are working to
determine the extent of the emerald ash borer
infestation at Wappapello Lake before they
develop a strategy for containing the problem.
It is suspected the beetle was transported into
the park on firewood.

Ash trees make up approximately 3 percent of
forests and 14 percent of urban trees in
Missouri. Since no ash trees in North America
are known to be resistant to the pest,
infestations are devastating to these tree
species.

Collin Wamsley, state entomologist with the
Missouri Department of Agriculture, said his
agency and the Missouri departments of
Conservation and Natural Resources are
prepared to deal with the infestation. Wamsley
said the first steps will include conducting
visual searches for emerald ash borers and




placing more traps around the initial detection
site. This is under way; the results of these
surveys will dictate further actions.

The adult emerald ash borers are strong fliers
but they are less likely to travel long distances
if plenty of host trees are nearby. However,
they can move long distances on firewood and
nursery stock. State officials urge Missourians
not to transport firewood from one site to
another. Instead, they suggest that campers
buy firewood locally. Conservation Department
Forest Entomologist Rob Lawrence said, “If
people knew how devastating this insect can
be, they would never consider bringing
firewood from out of state.”

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is
attempting to exterminate all of the beetles on
the continent; the response is to destroy every
ash tree within a half-mile radius of known
infected trees. Reminiscent of the Chestnuts,
infected ash tress which are cut down will
sometimes send up shoots from their roots.

Infected states have prohibited the movement
of firewood from state to state to help eliminate
spreading the insects and enforce the
guarantine zone. Fully committed to their goal,
the USDA expects to spend over $350 million
in the next twelve years to protect the native
ash populations.

The emerald ash borer trapping effort that
revealed the infestation is part of a monitoring
program started in 2004. It is Missouri’s
contribution to the nation-wide early detection
effort coordinated by USDA in partnership with
the Missouri departments of Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources and the
University of Missouri. So far, emerald ash
borers have not shown up on any other traps
throughout the state.

MEETING MINUTES

Boone’s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalist Meeting
August 14, 2008

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary.

The Boone’s Lick Chapter of MMN met for their
regular monthly meeting on August 14, 2008,
at 6:30pm, at the Boone County Extension
Office. Present were Angela Belden, Robert
McCutle, Janie McCutle, Sharon Reed, Rachel
Pia, Laura Sweets, Steffanie Abel, Jerry
Nichols, Susan Hazelwood, Gail White, Phil
Knocke, Jessica Durgin, Sally Swanson, David
Melegrito, Jane Fore, Dan Reeves, Pam Close,
Mary Williamson, Carolyn Doyle, Alice Havard,
Janine Gordon, Cheryl Harrison, Vanessa
Melton and Suzanne Wright. Also attending
was MMN Extension advisor Kent Shannon.

President Suzanne Wright called the meeting
to order at 6:30pm

Our speaker for the evening was Tony Spicci,
MDC’s GIS Coordinator, who presented a
program on Geospatial Technology for
Naturalists. He demonstrated hand-held GPS
technology, saving points, mapping routs,
producing maps, etc. This program was
approved for one hour of Advanced Training.

At the conclusion of the meeting Tony offered
to give the Chapter a special on hands training
session using GPS units. Steffanie offered to
assist in setting up a date convenient for Tony,
his assistants and our members. Kent
Shannon announced MU Extension has some
GPS units available to loan. It was agreed that
a working knowledge of GPS could help us in
many areas of our volunteer activities.

After a break for refreshments the business
meeting began at 7:50pm. with Suzanne
reporting the latest information on upcoming
events:

Another Prairie Seed Collection with John
George is set for this Saturday the 16™; meet
at the MDC Resource Science Center on
College at 7:00am and bring rain gear and




boots. There will be an additional collection on
Sept. 3rd; meeting place will again be at the
MDC Resource Center at 5:30pm.

The Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative
Conference will be held August 15" and 16™,
at the Days Inn, Columbia. This conference
has been approved for advanced training.

The Overton Bottoms Butterfly Collection
Capstone Project will continue on August 15"
the moth collecting, 8:30-11:30pm. Contact
Wedge Watkins,Wedge Watkins@fws.gov
for details. All capstone participants were
encouraged to attend.

MAPS Bird Banding scheduled for August 2"
was cancelled because of flooding at Eagle
Bluffs; this will mark the end of the banding
season for this year. For those interested in
participating next year there will be banding
training sessions this fall; Contact Suzanne if
you are interested in learning how to band
birds. The dates will be announced.

There is an Adopt-A-Spot work day is
scheduled for Aug. 23", Although off to a
rocky start the Chapter will solidify our contract
with the city to maintain the native garden at
the recycling bin location along State Farm
Parkway. The Parks Department has made
arrangements to have college volunteers assist
in completing a heavy mulching of the site to
help with weed control. The plants will be
removed prior to the 23" by Jody and Jane and
will be re-planted at a later date. A sign-up
sheet was made available to anyone interested
in assisting in the maintenance. Vanessa will
still be your contact person for details.

The Cache Birding Trips will continue on Aug.
6, 13, 20 & 27". Contact Vanessa at
vanndawn@ hotmail.com for details.

The next two CARP work days will be Aug. 23
at Stephens Park, 8:00-12:00, and Saturday
Sept. 6, Flat Branch clean-up, 8:00am until
noon.

The Capstone Chimney Swift Tower Project
workday will be Sat. Aug. 30", 9:00am.

Contact Vanessa for additional information.
The recent training class graduates that signed
up to help with this project were encouraged to
attend and help with the competition of the
Tower.

The annual Stream Extravaganza will be held
Thursday, Sept. 18, 5:00-8:00pm. Volunteers
are needed to man a booth at the Twilight
Festival at Flat Branch Park. This is an easy,
fun event and members are to contact
Suzanne if they would like to help man the
MMN table.

There will be a Level I-Volunteer Water Quality
Monitoring Workshop held in Columbia
Saturday, Oct. 4. The deadline for
registration is September 17th. Contact
Priscilla Stotts at 573-526-3406. All Stream
team trainings are approved for Advanced
Training.

Special attention was given to the GPS
Workshop that will take place prior to the
VWQM workshops, on Friday at 6:00pm. This
is a bonus workshop and there will be GPS
units loaned to the participants; to register,
contact Amy Jungclaus, MDC, 573-522-
4115x3166.

A Bioblitz will be occur Sept. 19™ and 20™ at
Twin Lakes Forum Nature Area. Contact
Barbara J. Keller, Department of fisheries and
Wildlife Sciences, UMC, bjkdg3@mizzou.edu
to volunteer. Project is approved. Volunteers
can be use at many levels both leading groups
and helping out during the Bioblitz.

Although not a volunteer opportunity, the Eco-
Art Fest which will be held at Cooper’s Landing
on Sept. 6™, 2-10 pm and 7™, 2-8pm, was
announce in case anyone might like to attend.

Advanced Training Co-Chair, Steffanie Abel
reported one hour Advanced Training has been
approved for tonight’s program; the MoBClI
conference which will occur Aug 15 &16 has
been approved for AT; the Prairie Seed
Collection field trip/meeting on Sept 13" has
been pre-approved for Advanced Training and
will also carry volunteer hours for a portion of




the field trip; and the meeting/field trip Sat. Oct.
11 to the MDC Research Pond at Little Dixie is
also AT pre-approved.

Project Approval Chairperson, Sharon Reed
reported nothing new at this time. Contact
Sharon if you have new opportunities, and
check the DRAGONFLYER for current
projects.

Treasurer, Alice Havard reported the chapter
has $3,828.33 in our account. Suzanne
presented her with reimbursable receipts from
Embroider It and for special event
refreshments.

Chapter Historian, Pam Close asks for any
project fliers, handouts, etc which people have
saved, to be included in our scrapbook.

Under other business, Rachel Pia reminded us
that the ‘Science Café’ will resume in
September on the first Tuesday of the month at
the Cherry Street Artisan; additional
information will be in the September
DRAGONFLYER. Also, when the list of topics
for the 2008-09 Saturday Science schedule is
published, the AT committee will determine if
any are acceptable for Advanced Training
consideration. The AT committee will be
looking to many sources to insure AT
opportunities are available to our members.

Refreshments Chair Jane Fore thanked
Carolyn Doyle and Alice Havard for providing
tonight’s refreshments. Vanessa and Sally
have signed up to provide September
refreshments. The Lauers have signed up to
bring refreshments in October but one other
person is still needed, and no one has signed
up for the month of November at this time.
Please contact Jane if you will like one of these
last three remaining spots for 08 refreshments.

Suzanne reminded people to check the
updated MMN roster on the table for accuracy
of name, address, phone and email, and
correct if necessary. When the updates are
complete the roster will be made available to
all Boone’s Lick MMN Chapter members; if

anyone does not want their information
included contact Suzanne.

According to MDC the computer system for
recording volunteer hours is still not up and
running so please keep a hard copy of your
volunteer hours until we can get the data base
going. An alternate method of recording hours
is also being looked into.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.

GPS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BORROW A GPS uNIT?

Through the Boone County University of
Missouri Extension office and Kent Shannon,
Natural Resource Engineer, five Garmin GPS
60 GPS units are available for borrowing. The
units are WAAS (wide area augmentation
system) enabled and capable of returning
accuracy of better than three meters 95
percent of the time.

Using the Garmin GPS 60

The Garmin GPS 60 can be used for
navigation and data collection. Using DNR
Garmin, a freeware program, it is possible to
convert Garmin waypoint files into data that
can be easily used in a GIS program or Google
Earth. In addition, there is other free software
that can be used to manage GPS data
collected. These programs can also be used
to download routes and waypoints to the GPS
units.

Summary of GPS Circulation Policy

* Call Kent Shannon to reserve a unit and
schedule a time to pick it up during regular
business hours. 445-9792.

* GPS units circulate for up to fourteen days
at a time.

* GPS units circulate only to members of
volunteer groups associated with University of
Missouri Extension.

* Patrons are required to sign a statement
agreeing to the GPS loan policy.

* Patrons are required to take a 10 minute
orientation on GPS usage the first time they




check out a unit. After the first circulation, a
record is kept showing that the patron has
completed the orientation.

GPS - Additional Training

As noted at the August meeting, we are
scheduling an additional, hands-on training
session with Tony Spicci. We are currently
looking at a Sunday afternoon in October. This
session will also constitute advanced training.
Details will be provided when the session has
been scheduled.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tomato Festival, Bradford Farms

Thursday, September 4™, 4 - 7 p.m.

For the past three years the Bradford Research
and Extension Center has hosted a "Tomato
Festival". Each year we grow over 50 different
kinds of tomatoes that include popular garden
types and the old varieties that our
grandparents grew (heirlooms). We also have
a wide range of colors, shapes and sizes. We
also grow a wide assortment of over 30 types
of peppers that range from the mild bell
peppers to the flaming hot haberneros. In early
September of each year we invite the public
out to sample the different tomatoes. We also
invite several different restaurants including
Campus Dining to bring a taste of their salsas
made from the different tomatoes and peppers.
In 2007, Nadia Narvarette-Tindall grilled some
of the different peppers for the participants to
sample. Participants also enjoy talks given by
MU Faculty on tomato and pepper culture
including staking and mulching.

This event is open and free to the public.

Ecology, Evolution & Behavior Seminars
Wednesdays, 3:30-4:3, 106 Lefevre Hall,
UMC, unless otherwise noted.

9/3: Matt Ravosa, “Plasticity & performance of
mammalian jaw joints.” Host: Tim Holtsford

9/10: Rafael Marquez, Museo Nacion de
Ciencias Naturales, Madrid, Spain: “Female

preference for males with high source levels in
midwife toads.” Host: Carl Gerhardt.

9/17: lvan Jimenez, Missouri Botanical Garden:
“‘Determinants of broad-scale palnt irchness
across the Neotropcs.: Host: Alejandra
Jaramillo.

9/19: Tom Schultz, Denison University,
“Reflections on the Sexual Signals of Pond
Damselflies.” Host: Heidi Appel. Note: this
session will be held in 572 Life Sciences
Center. (Dr Schultz will be presenting the
Saturday Science program the next day. Ed.)

Charles W Schwartz Fisheries & Wildlife
Seminars; 3:30, in room 2-7 in the Agriculture
Building, UMC, unless otherwise noted.

September 5: Dr. R. Lee Lyman,
“Paleozoology and Conservation Biology.”

September 12, 10-11, Monsanto Auditorium:
Gene Whitney, Energy & Minerals,
Congressional Research Service, Library of
Congress. “Communicating Science to Policy
Makers and the Public.”

September 19: Dr Jeff Walters, Harold Bailey
Professor, Virginia Polytechnic & State
University.

EcoArtFest, Saturday & Sunday, September
6" & 7" — EcoArtFest at Cooper’s Landing.
The Missouri River Cultural Conservancy will
be hosting the third annual “EcoArtFest”’, an
environmental fair and arts festival, at Cooper’s
Landing on September 6th & 7th, 2008. The
public is invited to enjoy two days of local
music, art and environmental presentations on
the banks of the Missouri River from 2-10pm
on Saturday, and 2-8pm on Sunday.

This event will benefit the Missouri
RiverCultural Conservancy (MoRivCC), a
501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to documenting,
recording, archiving and fostering awareness
of the unique history and culture of the Central
Missouri River Region.
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Saturday Morning Science

Saturdays, 10:30-11:30

Monsanto Auditorium, Life Sciences Center
(Free and open to the public)
http://satscience.missouri.edu

Fall Schedule:

9/6 D. Cornelison Adult Stem Cells
What makes a stem cell a stem cell? What jobs
do they do for you all the time? How are they
being used in medicine, now and in the future?
What are the risks and benefits of stem cell
therapies?

9/13 S.van der Lee Geology & History: Where Did

Our Mountains Come From?
This talk with explore the history of mountains
and mountain-building in the U.S. Suzan van
der Lee is visiting from Northwestern.

9/20 T. Schultz How Insects Use Color
Insects are spectacular jewels of the natural
world. This talk will explore how insects create
colors and use them to attract mates or avoid
predators. Tom Schultz is visiting from Denison
University.

9/27 M. Hannink

Eat Your Greens! How Do

Dietary Anti-Oxidants Combat

Oxidative Stress?
Why are fruits and vegetables good for your
health? Greens are a rich source of anti-
oxidants and help cells combat oxidative stress.
This talk will summarize how dietary anti-
oxidants help fight off the damaging effects of
free radicals.

10/4 L. Eggert The American Black Bear in

Missouri
Bear populations seem to be increasing in
southern Missouri, but the origin of these bears
is unknown. This talk will discuss how DNA
evidence can be used to investigate the source
of Missouri’s bears and to provide information
for their long-term conservation.

10/11 G. Forgacs Tissue Engineering: The Key

to Eternal Life

Nematodes: The Good, The

Bad, and The Ugly

Plastic Power

10/18 M. Mitchum

10/25 S. Guha

11/1 T. Lupo Global Warming: Attribution,
Who Is Really to Blame?
11/8 C. Pires Darwin’s Neglected Idea: How

Does Evolution Prune the
Family Tree?

Why Plants Need 20/20
Vision: Insights from Vision
-Impaired Plants
(Thanksgiving break)
12/06 H. White

11/15 M. Liscum

New Light

12/13 M Ravosa
Semester ends

Sessions are being considered for advanced
training hours.

Skulls Are Made for Chewing

Friendly Prairie Day, September 13"

Please be our guest on Saturday, September
13, at Friendly Prairie just south of Sedalia.
Those who bring saws and loppers can help us
clear a fence row, but there will also be hikes
on the prairie and camping overnight. Help the
Missouri Prairie Foundation keep this native
grassland area free of encroaching trees and
brush. Stay the night, and enjoy the quiet
beauty of camping under the stars.

All members and guests are welcome to this
prairie work day event. Visitors are invited to
bring tools and work gloves to assist with
prairie maintenance. Camping is allowed and
encouraged. A large tent for shade and a port-
a-potty will be available on-site, and the
conveniences of Sedalia aren't far away. For
those who plan to stay for more than a short
time, please bring a picnic meal. A limited
supply of water will be made available.

Friendly Prairie was formed over silt loam soils
derived from shale and cherty limestone. More
than 250 plant species and 52 bird species
have been identified at Friendly Prairie,
including the federally threatened Mead's
milkweed. It is part of the Cole Camp/Hi
Lonesome Conservation Opportunity Area,
which has been designated as one of only a
handful of landscapes that can support Greater
Prairie-chicken recovery in Missouri.

RSVP
If you have any questions or plan to
attend,please contact us.

Directions

Friendly Prairie is located nine miles south of
Sedalia. Take Highway 65 South to the sign
that indicates where to turn onto Manilla Road.
Friendly Prairie is 1.25 miles west of the
highway on the right side of Manila Road.
There is a small parking area, and a large tent
will be set up on the property.
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Missouri Prairie Foundation
1-888-843-6739
WWW.moprairie.org

Wild Edibles, September 13, 10-noon.
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area
(Adults ages 16 and up) Tired of getting your
food from the grocery store? Then open your
pantry to wild edibles! You'll learn what nature
has to offer and even get to taste wild jellies
and other yummy things. (Reservations begin
August 29th. Please call 636-441-4554.)
Reservations are required by: Friday,
September 12

Taking Snapshots of Bugs and Things
Sunday, September 14, 2-4:30pm, Springfield
Conservation Nature Center

Ever tried to take eye-popping pictures of
butterflies or spiders? Then you know how
difficult that can be. Volunteer Naturalist Bob
Ball will show you how to get up close and
personal with these small creatures during this
indoor/outdoor photography program. A
camera with macro close-up capabilities and a
flash required. Ages 12-adult. Registration
begins September 1. Call 888-4237

Caving — Big Smittle Cave, September 14,
11-5:30, Fusion Conservation Area.

Springfield Conservation Nature Center.
Exploring caves or spelunking is always an
adventure. Join us as we venture into Big
Smittle Cave at nearby Fuson Conservation
Area. Though access is usually restricted
because the cave houses maternity colonies of
the endangered gray bat, we have obtained a
permit to explore the cave during a time when
the bats won’t be disturbed. Meet at the nature
center and carpool. Inquire about special
instructions when you call to register. Ages 18-
adult. Registration begins September 1. Call
888-4237.

Association of Missouri Interpreters Annual
Conference, September 16-18,
Columbia/Jefferson City

Regular Registration Deadline: September 2";
late registration begins September 3",

The AMI is a professional, non-profit
organization that assists and supports the work
of individuals and groups engaged in resource
interpretation. Our members include
naturalists, tour guides, historians,
environmental educators, and zoo staff.
Members work in nature centers, historic sites,
state parks, museums, schools, and zoos all
over the state of Missouri. AMI is a recognized
chapter of the National Association for
Interpretation.

Registration for the conference includes a one-
year membership to AMI and meals on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Student
rates are available. Please ... visit our website
for details: www.mointerp.net

Note: AMI Sessions have been approved as
advanced training by Syd Hime.

Conservation Biology Seminars, UMC;
seminars are held in 106 Lefevre, 4-5pm,
unless otherwise indicated.

9/18: Gray and Indiana Bat Trends in Missouri;
Bill Elliott, Missouri Department of
Conservation. NB: This session is under
consideration for advanced training.

10/9: Conservation and social justice; Brett
Williams, American University.

10/23: The food system and conservation;
Mary Hendrickson, University of Missouri.

World Water Quality Monitoring Day,
September 19-20.

Get with a stream team in your area and take
data on your stream’s health with biological or
chemical water quality monitoring.
STREAMTEAM@mdc.mo.gov
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Third Annual Flying Carp Races, September
20, at Cooper’s Landing
heidib@socket.net

Delta Gamma Lecture in Values & Ethics,
Wednesday, September 24, 7:00pm, Jesse
Auditorium. Tales from the Field with Jeff
Corwin. Tickets are free to UMC students, $10
for the general public.

Environmental crises are a global issue,
affecting every society on this planet, and
every future generation of inhabitants.
Delivering the annual Delta Gamma Lecture in
Values and Ethics, Jeff Corwin will discuss the
environmental threats facing us today, and
what we can do to encourage conservation. A
prominent public figure, Corwin is the host of
two popular Animal Planet shows and starred
in CNN's Planet in Peril series. Corwin will
sign books in the University Bookstore from 4-
5pm. Additional sponsors: MU Alumni Assoc,
MU Parents Development Council & Student
Life. Tickets are free for students but must be
reserved at the MSA/GPC Box Office.

Healthy Yards for Clear Streams Workshop-
Conserving Resources with Landscape
Practices, September 25, 4:00-8:00pm, at
Lincoln University’s Busby Farm.

Healthy Yards for Clear Streams is an
educational effort to help landowners and
businesses be environmentally responsible
with lawn and landscape practices.
Homeowners use more chemicals per acre on
lawns than farmers use on crops. Some of
these chemicals are finding their way to our
streams and lakes. This field day will feature a
number of presenters, most in outdoor settings,
but a couple indoor Powerpoint talks are
included. Topics on the agenda include the
following: converting a lawn to a prairie,
building a rain garden, producing and using
compost, tips for preventing soil erosion in the
urban environment, native plants for flower
beds, maintaining a prairie, using tactics like
fire and seasonal mowing. Light refreshments
will be provided.

Presenters include Tony Hoover, NRCS, Hwei-
Ying Johnson, LU, Merv Wallce, MO
Wildflower Nursery, Dan Gibbins, City of
Columbia, Nadia Naverette-Tindell, LU.

To Busby Farm: take Hwy 54 W to Monticello
Rd, turn left across Hwy 54E and then follow
the signs. For more information, see
http://access.outreach.missouri.edu/uoecalend
ar/default.asp?Office _ID=26

The Hinkson Clean Sweep- Saturday,
September. 27"

Stream Teams & volunteers take to the
Hinkson for a massive one day cleanup.
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/index

.php
MCMENEZE@GoColumbiaMO.com

America’s
This film about the tallgrass prairie at the
Ragtag is a presentation of the Wild and
Scenic Film Festival, hosted by the Missouri
Prairie Foundation. See the Ragtag for
showtimes.

Plywood Canoe Workshop, October 4-5,
2008 Prairie Fork Conservation Area,
Williamsburg, MO. Open to Stream Team
members only.

Learn how to build a 14' plywood canoe at this
October 4-5 Plywood Canoe Workshop and
WIN A CANOE! The Scenic Rivers Stream
Team Association and the Missouri
Department of Conservation are hosting this
hands-on workshop at the Prairie Fork
Conservation Area (Prairie Fork CA is
approximately 30 miles east of Columbia, MO
off Interstate 70.). More information about the
last canoe workshop and details about building
a canoe can be viewed at
http://www.mostreamteam.org/Documents/Arc
hive/canoewks.pdf

Two lucky participants will take home canoes
built at the workshop through a drawing
conducted at the end of the workshop.
Students will help instructors Ted Haviland,
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Steve Greathouse, and Bob Schulz build two
canoes, including all necessary steps from
cutting the plywood to applying the finish.

The workshop will begin at 9am. Saturday and
end at 1pm. Sunday. Continental breakfasts
and Saturday lunch and dinner will be
provided. Please advise us if you have any
dietary restrictions.

Primitive camping at Whetstone Conservation
Area is conveniently located within 5 miles of

the workshop. Several motels are located at

Kingdom City about 15 miles away...

Your registration form must be received by
September 22. Enrollment is limited to 15
students, so send your registration as soon as
possible. A nominal fee of $40.00 is required
to help cover expenses.

Please contact Bob Schulz for more
information (573/522-4115 X 3595 or
Bob.Schulz@mdc.mo.gov

Registration Form

Please send a check or money order to Bob
Schulz, Missouri Department of Conservation,
PO Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180.
Your payment must be made out to the
Missouri Conservation Heritage Foundation.

Name

Street Address

City

State Zip

Email Address

X $40 per person =
( Total enclosed )

Number attending

More information and a map will be provided
when your registration is confirmed.

Missouri Prairie Foundation Annual Meeting
and Prairie Day at Hamilton Native Outpost in
Texas County, October 10 & 11.

Hamilton Native Outpost would like to welcome
MPF members to see prairie in the Ozarks,
where the forest of the East meets the prairie
of the West. Hamilton Native Outpost would
also like to share how they are using grazing
animals to control invasive weeds and bring
back natives. For more information and to
register, contract the MPF at (573) 356-7828
or http://www.moprairie.org/ .

6th Annual Missouri Chestnut Roast,
October 18, 10-4.

Horticulture and Agroforestry Research Center,
New Franklin.

Free Admission and Open to the Public
Assistance Dogs Allowed - No Pets

Most activities held inside tents for comfort rain
or shine!

For additional information, including driving
directions and a detailed event schedule
(available in October), visit
http://www.centerforagroforestry.org

1 Missouri chestnut, pecan and black
walnut producer booths with free tasting
samples.

1 Educational presentations and exhibits.

1 Musical entertainment by the Ironweed
Bluegrass Band.

1 Children's activities.

1 Guided bus and walking tours of the
chestnut orchards and agroforestry
research areas at the Horticulture and
Agroforestry Research Center.

1 A chestnut roasting booth with free
samples of fresh roasted chestnuts.

1 Value-added food producers will provide
free tasting samples and products for
sale, including Missouri wines, meats
and nuts. Food concession stand will
feature Missouri-produced grilled elk,
buffalo, pork and beef products for sale.
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Runge Hiking Club at Meramec State Park,
October 18, 8-5:30.

Ages: 18 years and older Reservations
required. Meramec State Park has more caves
than any other park in the nation - 45 to be
exact. We'll start out with blufftop views of the
Meramec River on the Bluff View Trail (1.5
miles). After lunch, we'll continue with a 90
minute, naturalist-led tour of Fisher Cave (.66),
the Park's finest. Natural features on the
Natural Wonders Trail (1.3 miles) include
collapsed cave passageways, a glade, wet
meadow, beaver pond, and two caves. Bring a
jacket and $3.00 for the cave tour. Bring your
lunch, water, hiking boots or comfortable
shoes, and come dressed for the weather.
Reservations required by: Friday, October 17

MEET A MASTER NATURALIST

Sharon Reed

1. What is the reason you became a Master
Naturalist?

When | came to Missouri, | worked on gene
therapy in the Life Sciences. | had a hard time
meeting individuals who were interested in the
environment and wanted to make a difference.
When | heard about the Master Naturalist
program, | knew that this would be a great
group of people to meet.

Most amazing, bizarre, disgusting, odd or awe-
inspiring thing you have seen or experienced in
the course of Master Naturalist activities?

Odd would be the skin rash Suzanne and | got
when we were working on our capstone
project. | don’t want to know what was in that
water. I'm just glad it went away. Awe-inspiring
would be the ability of our group to make a
difference. As a team, we have made big
projects look easy.

Favorite service project thus far?

It is hard to say which service project has been
my favorite. Banding hummingbirds with Troy
was an opportunity of a life-time. | had little

interest in birds prior to that experience but
now | have my own feeders and enjoy
watching them every morning. My favorite
service project moment occurred at the Big
Muddy Refuge while monitoring the waterways.
It was a cold, showy morning. We could barely
write down the readings because our fingers
were so cold. We piled into the van to thaw
our fingers before we went to the next stream.
It was crazy, but we all laughed and had a
good time.

Favorite Missouri native?

| am working on a PhD in forestry but my
undergraduate and masters work involved
water resources and wetlands. So, | am very
fond of any tree that is easily identified. |
would have to say that hackberry (Celtis
occidentalis) is my favorite Missouri native.

Something folks would never guess about you?
Well, | study forest insects but hairy caterpillars
make my skin crawl. When | was a child, |
would rather get in trouble for mowing the lawn
incorrectly than mow under a tree with tent
caterpillars.

Anything else you'd like us to know?
For those of you who I've been able to work
with, thanks for all of the great memories.

MoBCI
Bird Conservation
Initiative

Missouri

The chair’s annual report on the State of
MoBClI says: “MoBClI’s mission is to provide a
conduit where information can be shared,
issues presented and ways explored to deal
with those issues. Our partners come to the
table from many perspectives including
conservation, birding, hunting and habitat
restoration — all with the concern to protect all
birds and their habitat.” www.mobci.org.
Note that the Boone’s Lick Chapter is a
member of MoBCI.

Annual Conference Report
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Susan Hazelwood

The Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative
(MoBCl), a partnership of nearly 50 federal,
state and non-governmental agencies, held
their annual conference on August 15-16 in
Columbia. This year the conference, approved
for MMN advanced training, was “Renewable
Energy: Is It for the Birds?” The six speakers
came from Abengoa Bioenergy, The Nature
Conservancy, Missouri Department of
Conservation, University of Missouri Extension
and a private consultancy. They really did
represent all sides of the spectrum, as did
members of the audience. The topics covered
included renewable energy impacts on wildlife,
cellulosic ethanol, small diameter round fuel
production, wind energy, carbon taxes/pollution
fees, corn ethanol and world grain markets,
and wetlands in Missouri. Their presentations
were good and the Q&A and conversations
afterwards were excellent, too.

Tidbits learned ...

U 36 million acres of corn (the size of the
state of Wisconsin) can produce 15
billion gallons of fuel. That meets 4% of
the annual fuel consumption demand.

U  With the rising price of corn, CRP
(conservation reserve program ... see
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CR
P/) land is being taken out of grassland
and put into corn production. This
means less native grasslands for
critters.

U Deforestation of the Amazon is
occurring to grow soybeans since acres
in the United States that used to grow
soybeans are being converted to corn.
Amazonian land clearing is done by fire,
which releases additional carbon into
the atmosphere. Tilling of soil also
releases atmospheric carbon. More
carbon is now being released by land
clearing than by automobile emissions.
All is contributing to global climate
changes.

U Cellulosic ethanol can be used to
generate electricity in addition to liquid
transportation fuel. It is made by either
a thermo-chemical or an enzymatic
digestion process. Innovation is still

needed to increase the efficiency and to
move these processes from
demonstration models to commercial
operation.

Biomass sources to provide the
cellulose for ethanol production might
include our native prairie grasses,
aquatic algae, cultivars of switch grass
and/or Miscanthus giganteaus, an Asian
grass that grows 13 feet tall and is
extremely dense. (M. giganteaus has
sterile seeds but spreads by rhizomes.
Haven't we yet learned our lesson about
importing foreign vegetation?)

Wind energy generated from turbines
has direct effects, such as collisions
(bats more than birds), loss of habitat,
habitat fragmentation, and indirect
effects, e.g., wildlife avoidance of
turbine locations and interference with
wildlife dispersal.

Wind turbines now come in three sizes.
The largest are now 100 meters tall and
could fit a 747 airplane between the tips
of the blades. At the tips of the largest
windmills the blade speed is 180-190
mph. (Look out little bird!) The turbines
each sit on a 50 x 50 meter platform.
Each windmill requires a 24 foot wide
road to construct and service the
windmill. An on-site quarry is built at
most locations to get gravel for the
building of the road. Wind farms are
constructed where transmission lines
are located. This is generally without
regard to impacts on wildlife.
Implementation of an economy-wide
program to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 80 percent by 2050 (an
international goal) could be done by
carbon emission taxation (i.e., a
pollution fee) or by a “cap & trade”
policy. For definitions see
http://www.sightline.org/research/energy
/res_pubs/climate-pricing-primer

A biomass gasifier installation that will
produce #2 heating oil is being built in
Willow Springs, MO. It will consume
300 tons (about 9 vans) of wood
chips/day. With an effective draw radius
of about 25 miles in the Ozarks and a 20
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year turn-over in cropping for harvest we
will likely see a property line to property
line harvest instead of single tree
harvest around Willow Springs. (Think
of the potential for erosion in the
watersheds of the Eleven Point and
Jack’s Fork rivers.)
1]
| learned a lot. This is an unbelievably
complicated topic. | came away discouraged.
The answers for solving our energy demands
aren’t simple. My take-home was to promote
energy conservation, to decrease energy
consumption and to encourage biomass
sustainability. I'm using my birthday gift money
to buy a new refrigerator. | figure I'd be wise to
replace my 22 year old one with its leaking
gasket door seal with an energy efficient
model. Itisn’t much but it is a place to start.

PRAIRIE CHICKENS COME
TO MISSOURI

Max Alleger
(Excerpted from July/August issue of
MDC CURRENTS)

Twenty-eight staff members from Private Land
Services, Protection, Resource Science and
Wildlife divisions, plus a Master Naturalist
volunteer and a University of Missouri
professor, recently translocated greater prairie
chickens from Kansas to the Nature
Conservancy’s Wah’Kon-Tah Prairie, near El
Dorado Springs, MO. ...

Workers transported males to Missouri in a
short time, while capturing, tagging and
releasing females on-site. Crews will return to
recapture tagged hens with their broods in
July, brining them to join the males Wah’Kon-
Tah Prairie. ...

The first indication of likely long-term success
will come in Spring, 2010, when we determine
how many of the first chicks hatched on
Wah’Kon-Tah successfully enter the breeding
population. ...

The Master Naturalist volunteer is Donnie
Nichols, now of Cole Camp Chapter. Ed.

ADVANCED TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Prairie Seed Collection, September 13.
Chapter Meeting; additional sessions listed in
volunteer opportunities.

Stream Team GPS Workshop — October 3
The Stream Team Program has several new
GPS units that will soon be available to loan to
ST members who have completed a 2-hour
GPS Workshop. These units can be used for
obtaining GPS coordinates such as latitude
and longitude at your monitoring site. We are
offering a GPS Workshop at 6:00pm the night
before all of the Level 1 VWQM workshops,
except in Hannibal. These will be totally
separate from the Level 1 workshops, but will
be held at the same location. You need not
attend one to attend the other, but you are
welcome to attend both if you desire and space
is available. Space is limited to 20 participants
and will be filled on a first-come-first-served
basis. If you have your own GPS unit, please
feel free to bring it. A light meal will be
provided. To register, or for more information,
contact Amy Jungclaus, Missouri Department
of Conservation at 573/522-4115x3166 or
800/781-1989 (voice mail).

Columbia date: Friday, October 3. This
session will fill quickly.

Note: You may use either the Chapter program
or the Stream Team program for Advanced
Training on GPS, but not both.

Stream Team Level 1. October 4.

The registration deadline for this session is
September 17". Please note that many
sessions fill well before the deadline. If you
have completed the Intro training and
submitted the minimum data, you may register
for the level 1 training. Register online at
WWWw.mostreamteam.orqg.
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You may also select a session on another date
at a location outside of Columbia, please see
their website for details. NB: if you miss the
registration deadline, keep checking the
enrollment status of the class. If there are
cancellations, spaces will become available.

Data Collection Assistance, Class Prep

Have you completed the Intro Water Quality
Monitoring class, but wanted some guidance
for your first data collection? Lea Langdon is
willing to help. Lea is an AmeriCorps Stream
Team Assistant, in addition to being a Master
Naturalist, and can help you get some practical
experience collecting data. Remember that
you need to have submitted data from your
most recent class to be eligible to enroll in the
next level, and Level 1 Class is coming up
soon. The Columbia class is Saturday,
October 4™, but the registration deadline is
September 17". You may reach Lea via email
at langrea@gmail.com, or via cell phone at
864-7647. Please plan ahead, so that both
your schedules can be accommodated.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Below are the volunteer opportunities for
September and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Please
contact the person indicated for more detailed
information on any of the projects. Note that if
a project is listed as “not yet approved,” you
will need to fill out and submit a Service Project
Form (available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be
notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if
there are any questions. Once approval is
granted for any person, it is approved for
everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one
form per project.

September Volunteer Opportunities
Rain Garden Installation and Maintenance

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities
Network

This project will include the installation and
maintenance of five area raingardens and
demonstration of the raingardens during tours
by local community groups and individuals.
There are five raingardens included in the
original grant with the hopes that more will
follow. For more information contact Lea
Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or phone:
573-864-7647. Project is approved.

Bird Banding at Eagle Bluffs - Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship
(MAPS) The 2008 banding season is over but
plans are being made for the 2009 season
which will run from late May through early
August. There will be training sessions
scheduled this fall/winter. If you are interested
in participating contact Suzanne Wright at 573-
446-2217 or Suzwright@centurytel.net .
Project is approved.

Prairie Seed Collection Field Trips/Project/
Advanced Training

September 13" &18", October 8, 11"
&18th — Sponsored by Missouri Department of
Conservation. Prairie Seed Collection
continues on Thursday evenings and Saturday
mornings with John George. John will show us
what seeds to collect that day and assist in
improving our knowledge of prairie plants. Car
pooling will be organized by John George and
members. Those interested may sign up for
updated email/phone notification and changes
in the schedule related to the weather. All
members are welcome to attend any or all of
the collection field trips but only those on the
list will receive last minute notifications. To
have your name added to the e-mail list
contact John George at
John.George@mdc.mo.gov or Suzanne at
Suzwright@centurytel.net

Project is approved as a volunteer opportunity
and will include some Advanced Training hours
at each session.

Adopt-a-Spot Bed Update

The Adopt-a-Spot near the recycling bins off
State Farm Parkway has been official adopted
by the Boone’s Lick Chapter. In mid August
Jane and Jody lifted all the plants and placed
them in holding tubs and then Dan Reeves
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mowed the weeds close to the ground. On
Aug. 23rd Jane, her husband, Columbia Parks
Department and college volunteers laid down
cardboard and newspapers and mulched the
site heavily. When weather is favorable Jody,
Jane and any other interested volunteers will
replant the rescued natives. All this extra work
will make the “Spot” easier to maintain. There
are plans to add a bluebird house, a bench and
holders for information on native plants and
Missouri Master Naturalists. Plans include the
addition of more plants next spring. Contacts
for this project are Jane, Jody and Vanessa for
updated information and if you would like to
help. Project is Approved.

CACHE Birding Trips: Every Wednesday,
September 3, 10, 17 & 24.

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society,
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former
president of The Columbia Audubon Society.
Meet Bill at 7:30 am (don’t be late) at the
southwest corner of the Parkade Center
parking lot. The destination will be decided the
day of the trip depending on who is there and
where they want to go. Contact Bill Clark at
573-474-4510 to confirm. Contact Vanessa
Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com . Project is approved.

CARP Wetland Restoration Project
(previous training by the City required)
Sponsored by the City of Columbia Contact us
at 874-7499 or volunteer@gocolumbiamo.com
Picnic Tuesday, September 23, 6:00pm to
7:30pm. Location: Stephens Lake Park -
Gordon Shelter.

Task: Eat and enjoy a beautiful evening at the
lake with other C.A.R.P. volunteers and
program city staff. We'll do the cooking, all you
need do is show up! Note: You are welcome to
bring a guest

Hinkson Clean Sweep. Saturday, September
27, 9:30-12:30. CARP leaders are needed to
act as assistant site leaders to help launch the
event at five stream clean-up sites and to take
care of end-event details. Registered
volunteers will clean the locations between

10am and noon. All supplies (and tee-shirts!)
are provided. Call 874-7499 or email:
volunteer@GoColumbiaMo.com if you would
like to be a site leader!

Treekeepers, (previous City training required)
Saturday, September 20™ at 8:00am.
Westwind Park. Project: Plant and tree
pruning. Location: Westwinds Park. The park
is located on Westwinds Drive. Going south on
West Boulevard, just before Stadium, turn west
on Westwinds and go about % mile through
residential neighborhood.

Chimney Swift Tower Workdays, Sunday,
September 14™ and September 28™ at 1:00pm.
The Chimney Swift Tower is close to
completion and these last two work days
should finish this project. Contact Vanessa
Melton at Vanndawn@hotmail.com or 573-864-
3905. Project is approved.

Bioblitz: September 19 and 20™

BioBlitz is a 24-hour race to identify as many
species of plants, fungi and animals as
possible within a defined area. There will be 2
interpretive walks on Friday (from 5-7 and 9-11
pm) and 4 walks on Saturday (6-8am, 9-11am,
1-3pm, and 3-5pm). These walks typically last
2 hours and there will be more than 1 walk
leader per walk, each leader describing
different taxa during the walk. The program's
goal is to increase public awareness and
knowledge of Columbia's wildlife through
hands-on experience.

Naturalists will lead walks and assist the public
in locating and identifying different species.
BioBlitz is a community event sponsored by the
University of Missouri-Columbia's conservation
biology program in the College of Arts and
Sciences and graduate students in other
divisions. The base camp will be the pavilion
at the Twin Lakes nature area and walks will
proceed to the Forum Nature Area. At the
Pavilion, there will also be informative displays
and a tent where scientists will identify smaller
species (e.g. insects). The closing ceremonies
and picnic will also be there. Contact: Barbara
J. Keller, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
Sciences - University of Missouri- Columbia
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bjkdg3@mizzou.edu to volunteer. Project is
approved.

Stream Extravaganza: Thursday, September
18, 2008, 5:00 — 8:00pm

Volunteer to staff our booth at the Twilight
Festival held at Flat Branch Park. The Stream
Extravaganza educates the public about the
importance of caring for our water. Contact
Suzanne at suzwright@centurytel.net if you
would like to volunteer for this fun event.

Wild Haven Work Day: Saturday, September
20", 9:00-1:00

Sponsored by the Columbia Audubon Society
Fall Clean-up at Audubon’s Wild Haven
Property. The work will include mowing and
clearing the hiking trails which have become
overgrown with the summer rains. Contact
John Besser at 573-874-5675 or
[besser@centurytel.net

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities

Bluebird Trail Monitoring - Ongoing

March through September

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.
The Columbia Audubon Society is looking for
volunteers to help monitor the bluebird trails we
have at Wild Haven and Russell Property.
Wild Haven, which is located just north of
Columbia, has around 20 bluebird houses, and
Russell Property, located within Columbia, has
8 bluebird houses. The bluebird houses have
to be periodically monitored during the
breeding season to get an idea of how
successful the houses are. Contact: Vanessa
Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com . Project is approved

School Natural Areas - Ongoing

Many of our area schools that have natural
areas could use some volunteer assistance.
Often the staff members and/or parents who
had the initial idea, time, and energy to create
these natural areas have since moved on to
other schools or other projects. As a result,
many areas have been neglected to the extent
that they are less useable as educational

areas. Missouri Master Naturalists could be
helpful in several different types of projects.
Some schools have large areas, including
prairie and/or woodland areas that may need
burning or removal of invasive species, or
introduction of more diversity in the native flora.
Some schools have small butterfly gardens or
sensory gardens that need some weeding
preferably by someone who has some
knowledge of and interest in native plants.
Some schools have an interest in a native area
or rainwater garden, and might appreciate
some planning and/or installation assistance.

Ideally | would like to connect each school that
wants help with a MMN volunteer contact
person (and for large natural areas, perhaps a
group of MMN Vol.), and if more help is
needed, that MMN volunteer could call me for
more MMN volunteers who are available for
more service hours.

| am compiling a list of needs and school
contacts so that | can match up MMN
volunteers with needs expressed. (If you know
of any other schools that could use help of this
sort, | would like to know about them. They do
not have to be public schools, these are just
the ones | know of.) If you are interested in
volunteering at a particular school, or have a
particular expertise or type of work you like to
do, or if you would like to generally assist for a
few hours, please let me know so that | can
match you up with an appropriate project.
There may also be opportunities to help with
after school garden clubs at some schools.
So far, these are the schools that | know of that
have natural areas that could use help:

1 Benton Elementary--new native

garden to begin in spring

1 Blue Ridge--prairie, woodland,

butterfly and sensory gardens

" Douglas High School—possible new

rainwater garden

1 Fairview Elementary—small butterfly

garden

1 Hallsville--native garden area to be

replanted this spring/summer

1 Harrisburg—interest in a new

rainwater garden

1 Midway Heights Elementary--small
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prairie, raised bed butterfly garden,
wetland, erosion area could be
rainwater garden?
=1 Mill Creek Elementary—wetland,
prairie
1 New Haven Elementary—butterfly
garden has plants to dig and share with
other schools
"1 Rock Bridge Elementary--prairie,
native plantings, wetland
"1 Russell Boulevard Elementary--
native garden area
'l Shepard Elementary--native planted
courtyard (to be re-planted this spring)
"1 West Boulevard Elementary— wetland
and raingarden (class of 07 capstone),
additional projects planned.
Contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com
or 447-1257. Project is approved.

Students, the Environment, and
Endangered Species (SEEDS) Ongoing
Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Missouri Ecological Services Field
Office

The future of Missouri’s environment rests in
the hands of today’s youth. Students, the
Environment, and Endangered Species
(SEEDS) is an environmental education
program developed by the Missouri Ecological
Services Field Office to promote environmental
awareness among Boone County’s youth.
SEEDS incorporates interactive learning,
outdoor activities, and hands-on interaction
between fifth grade students, wildlife, and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service volunteers. The
program brings volunteers into the classroom
to interact with students, and provide teachers
with information and resources to further
educate their students on environmental issues
and endangered species.

The key messages of SEEDS include 1)
informing students on endangered species and
their habitats in Boone County, and 2) how kids
can be environmentally conscious in their
every day lives. Volunteers will lead
presentations on Boone County endangered
species in Columbia schools, primarily for the
fifth grade level. Volunteers will coordinate

with wildlife educators to bring to the classroom
native Missouri wildlife, and host book fairs to
raise funds for the purchase of wildlife books
for the designated school's media center.
Additionally, volunteers are encouraged to
think of new and innovative ways to
accomplish the Service's mission to connect
children with nature. Volunteers with a
background in education or the environment
are especially encouraged to participate.
Contact Becky_Clearwater@fws.gov or Charlie
Scott at Charlie_scott@fws.gov Phone: 573-
234-2132. Project is approved.

Columbia Fishery Resources Office -
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout
the year

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Volunteers are welcome to join fishery staff for
day long trips to the field where they will
collect, tag, and measure fish, and assess fish
habitat quality. Volunteers are also welcome in
the lab to aid in the identification of collected
fishes and assist in analysis of field data.
Volunteers are also needed with skills outside
of the traditional fish biology. Individuals
skilled in computers, construction, journalism,
photography, statistics, teaching or other
disciplines are welcome and needed.

Contact: Joanne Grady at

Joanne Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext.
101. Project is approved.

Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park Flexible scheduling —
Ongoing

Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park

Volunteers are needed to drive to the park's
four bulletin boards, open and close them with
a power drill and add/remove flyers and
posters. Work can be done on your own time if
you have your own power drill and vehicle or
between 8am and 4:30pm if you need to use
park equipment/vehicle. Updates are usually
needed 2-3 times per month during busy
seasons (April-October), and once a month
during slower seasons (November-March). No
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experienced is required but some paperwork is
required. One-time volunteers may fill out a
temporary work agreement (no background
check required). If you desire to volunteer
more than once, state park paperwork and a
background check must be submitted and
approved prior to volunteering (so be sure to
allow at least a week for paperwork
processing). Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.
Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project
The most rewarding volunteer experience ever!
We have new opportunities for volunteers to
begin working with birds sooner. Please
contact us to set up training sessions just for
you, so you can begin to feed these amazing
creatures. You can then become more familiar
with our education birds and all of the amazing
ways you can interact with them and continue
educating delighted audiences throughout mid-
Missouri about the importance of wildlife
conservation.

This is a rare and special opportunity that is not
available in most areas. We are truly lucky to
have the chance to do so, so why not check it
out? If you want to first discuss the project with
a Master Naturalist, contact Diane Kuschel at
573-881-1425 or dgkb6b@mizzou.edu. We're
looking forward to meeting you!

Contact: Kathryn Kettenbach, trainer, at 314
749-6211 or kpkcnc@mizzou.edu, to hear
more about the project and how you can get
started training. Let her know you're a Master
Naturalist and heard about the project from
Diane! Project is approved.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip
Naturalists - Ongoing

Sponsored by the Missouri Dept. of
Conservation, the University of Missouri and
the Prairie Fork Trust.

Prairie Fork CA has a need for naturalists to
staff environmental education stations during
field trips for school students. Most programs
take place Monday through Friday from about
9am till 2pm. Most programs involve 3 small
group activities from 9am till noon with children
rotating through the stations and one large
group activity after lunch. Help is most needed
during the morning activities. Prairie Fork
Conservation Area is a 712 acre wildlife refuge
owned by the Missouri Dept. of Conservation
and administered in cooperation with the
University of Missouri and the Prairie Fork
Trust.

This conservation area, located about 35 miles
due east of Columbia, was established in 1997
by a generous donation from Pat Jones.
Prairie Fork was established with 3 major
goals: 1. Natural Community Restoration, 2.
Conservation Education and, 3. Ongoing
Academic Research in support of goals 1 and
2. Benefits for volunteers (besides the warm
fuzzy feeling you get from making a difference
in school kids lives!) could include limited
access to Prairie Fork, limited camping/hiking
opportunities, as well as an end of season
BBQ.

Contact: Benedict Nagy at (573)254-3262, or
benedict62@yahoo.com . Project is approved.

Landowner Contacts Database — Ongoing /
Flexible hours until completed.

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation

The volunteer will log landowner contact
folders by location. Files date back to the
1940s and recording assistance provided on
specific properties in the past will provide an
account of historical management that will
allow MDC to better assess the needs for the
property. Location: Fulton.

Contact Josh Stevens at
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.
Project is approved.
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Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing
dates throughout the year.

Most opportunities are on the units of the Big
Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge;
projects are sponsored by Friends of Big
Muddy. Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge
with a variety of projects including trail building,
putting up boundary signs, trash pickups,
educational programs, habitat restoration
projects, water quality monitoring, etc. We also
have booths at festivals at communities along
the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and
Friends of Big Muddy activities. We are
looking for people to lead interpretive hikes,
canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units
(leading these counts as volunteer time,
participation does not count). Most activities
are announced on an e-mail group about 10-14
days before they happen. To subscribe to that
list, send an e-mail to FriendsofBigMuddy-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Activities
generally only require the volunteer to provide
personal care items (water bottle, sun
projection, bug protection, etc.). Exceptions
will be noted in e-mail announcements.
Volunteers can choose to participate only in
the activities that interest them. Projects are
approved.

"Whenever man comes up with a
better mousetrap, nature
immediately comes up with a
better mouse.”

i James Carswell

Suzanne Wright
suzwright@centurytel.net

| Vice President Steffanie Abel
StfAbel@yahoo.com

Secretary Carolyn Doyle
' carolynddoyle@netscape.net
Treasurer Alice Havard

(no email address)

.....................................................................

573 445-4624
6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd
Columbia, MO 65202

State Advisory Committee Representatives:
' Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright

.....................................................................

.....................................................................

. Chapter Historian Pamela Close
| pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us

. Communication  Rachel Pia
Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

Project Approval Sharon Reed

' eugsharona@hotmail.com

Refreshments Jane Fore

jfore@centurytel.net

Chapter Co-advisors:
University of Missouri Extension: Kent Shannon,
ShannonD@missouri.edu

Missouri Department of Conservation: Jeff
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov
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NEXT MEETING
Saturday, October 1
Field Trip to Little Dixie with Jeff Koppelman
Meeting time and location TBD.

1th

State Conference: 2009 to be hosted by Osage Trails Chapter. Dates: TBD.
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