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MAY MEETING

May 10, 2008; 1:00-4:00pm
Field Trip to Schnabel Woods
with Dr. Stephen Pallardy.

Ouir field trip will be led by Dr. Stephen G.
Pallardy, Professor of Forestry, University of
Missouri. Steve teaches Dendrology, Urban
Forestry, and Plant Water Relations for MU
Dept. of Forestry (he was Angela Belden's and
Tim Nigh's major professor, he is also Pam
Close’s “SO”):
http://www.snr.missouri.edu/forestry/faculty/pall
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ardy-s.php

See this forestry article in the Conservationist
http://mdc.mo.gov/documents/forest/landE/car

eers.pdf

The plan: Meet at the McBaine entrance to the
Katy Trail. We will take to the trail at 1:00, so
please arrive a few minutes early. Bring
sunscreen, bug spray, water, and hiking
shoes/boots. The trail may be steep at times.

This program has been approved for advanced
training.

Refreshments
Snacks: Pam Close and Steffanie Abel
Water: Phil Knocke

A map is located at the following site:
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c

olumbia/Newsletters/2008/8931map.pdf

Suzanne Wright
Overlooked

The winter wren may have been there all
season, sheltered in the logs we had piled to
create habitat from an old snag which had
fallen beside the creek. No more than the
shadow of a bird, the sight made me catch my
breath and freeze like a child playing “statues”
in the grass on a summer’s night. | wondered
if I had overlooked the wren through the winter
or if it had just arrived in the woods behind my
house that day.

| had headed out the door that evening to lower
the energy level in my year-old yellow lab
before the sun went down. Without binoculars
and with a bad sun angle it was impossible to
tell if the raptor being heckled by crows was a
Cooper’s or Sharp-shined hawk but it
confirmed my suspicion that one was working
the area. Before the trees leaf out I'll try to
determine if there is ongoing nest building.

The barred owls are calling from much further
down the creek so perhaps the hawks have
moved into the area in their absence. | would
much prefer the predators dine on squirrel than
songbird and | contemplated an ad campaign
which would make all raptors target cow birds.
(Now that’s a plan | could get behind.)

It didn’t take me long to realize | should have
grabbed a trash bag as | headed out the door,
as the creek has accumulated some debris
over the winter. Someone had a stack of
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plastic one gallon flower pots that now adorn
the length of County House Branch. And
somehow two tires have appeared which will
need to be removed. I'll hold private stream
team clean-up in a week or two.

Sometimes it’s hard to see the good for the
bad, there is so much honeysuckle along the
creek now that wasn’t here thirty years ago.
After cleaning the stuff from our parcel it
became obvious how much the invasive out
competes the natives. But | look past the
despised shrub to focus my attention on the
woodland forbs. They have such delicate little
blooms and are here for only a short time. It
would be a shame to overlook their beauty. If
the morels are out | don’t see them but Ill
remember the likely looking spots for a warm
wet evening when the mushroom conditions
are more favorable.

The old decaying tree that fell last month that
had been previously described to me as a
white walnut, | learned at the Saturday Science
lecture on trees, was actually a butternut. Ill
take a section from the better preserved trunk
and see if | can count the rings to determine
the tree’s age and history. Butternuts are a
specimen tree occurring at random across the
landscape and are in decline. | am looking
forward to the May field trip planned for
Schnabel Woods; now that | know what to look
for maybe I'll spot a butternut in the forest.

When we moved to Missouri, | didn’t know the
difference between native and non-native
plants. | thought all the plants in the woods
were good. Had | know otherwise | wouldn’t
have moved the little patch of winter creeper
from the woods into my garden. Now
eradicating the vine from a hillside is my
summer (if not long term) goal.

| like to think I'm a perceptive person, yet
sometimes | am surprised by what escapes
me. But as | turn to the woods for their comfort
and beauty | will continue to find joy in the little
things and the promise of nature’s gifts.

MEETING MINUTES

Boone’s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalist Meeting
April 10, 2008

The Boone’s Lick Chapter of Missouri Master
Naturalists met at 6:30PM on Thursday, April
10, at the Boone County Extension Office, Hwy
UU, Columbia, Mo. Present were Suzanne
Wright, Carolyn Doyle, Vanessa Melton,
Rachel Pia, Laura Sweets, Alice Havard,
JaJuan Lauer, William Lauer, Jerry Nichols,
Steffanie Abel, Beverly Boyd, Troy and Janine
Gordon, Jody Stotsky, Phil Knocke, Dan
Reeves, Buffie Balling, Marie Scruggs, Jane
Fore, Cheryl Harrison, Meredith Donaldson,
and Lea Langdon, Also attending were chapter
co-advisors Don Day, UM Extension and Jeff
Koppelman, Missouri Dept. of Conservation.

At 6:30, President Suzanne called the meeting
to order, and introduced our speaker, Jack
Schultz, PhD, Director, Christopher S. Bond
Life Sciences Center, UMC. He spoke to us on
Talking Trees and Groaning Grasses,
describing how plants communicate to each
other when attacked by insect pests, diseases,
etc.

After a break for refreshments at 8:15, the
meeting was reconvened for business at 8:30.

* The spring training class is now in session,
and Don says it is going well. He does need
hosts for some sessions, and Suzanne will
recruit MMN hosts by email.

* Anyone interested in the Prairie Seed
Collection Project, may sign up for dedicated
email notification, paper is on the back table.
Project starts May 15™.

* The State Advisory Committee meets May
16, please see Suzanne or Cheryl if you have
items for this committee.

* New chapter guidelines will be presented to
the board for discussion, then to the general
meeting in May.




Upcoming Events:

Warning: ticks are out, please take
precautions.

* Registration forms for the 2008 MMN State
Conference have arrived in the mail.
Conference is May 16"-18" in Springfield,
early bird registration by April 15 is $70.00,
after, $75.00, and registrations will be possible
until May 2"

e Saturday Morning Science, MU Life
Sciences Center, 10:30 AM. (See entry in the
Dragonflyer). The April 12 session on Viruses
Through the Ages was not approved as MMN
advanced training, but What Happens in the
Life of a Tree, on April 26, was.

* A new event announced by Dr. Schultz,
called Science Café, has been started in
Columbia, at the Cherry Street Artisan Cafe on
the first Tuesday of the month, at 6:30pm. He
says these will consist of sprightly discussions
on a range of topics led by various scientists.
They’re open to the public.

For other upcoming events, please see the
current Dragonflyer.

Committee Reports:

* Programs: Steffanie reports next month’s
meeting is Saturday May 10, meet at the
McBaine Katy Trailhead at 1:00pm. This will
be a hike to Schnabel Woods led by Dr
Stephen Pallardy, preceded by a brief business
meeting. This may be a rather steep climb, so
wear appropriate shoes and clothing.

* Advanced Training: Rachel announced the
Saturday Science topic on Viruses was not
approved as advanced training, but the April
26™ session on trees has been approved.

* Volunteer Opportunities: Please check
volunteer opportunities as printed for a
complete listing. Troy thanked Carolyn, Alice
and Jane for helping with the Junior Duck
Stamp project. He also reminded active
members to mentor the 2008 class by
volunteering in the various capstone projects,
which include Butterfly census at Overton
Bottoms, (probably the last year for this one);
the Native Plant garden at the Extension
Center; partnering with Columbia Audubon on
constructing a Chimney Swift nesting tower; a
native plant garden at Rockbridge State Park;

Friends of Rockbridge- Bats on Parade.
Capstones will be printed in the newsletter and
posted on the website.

e Treasurer: Alice; No report.

* Refreshments: Jane; Thanks to Buffie and
Sally for the refreshments tonight. Please sign
up for future meetings if you haven’t done so
already.

* Adopt-A-Spot: Vanessa: She has met with
the Eagle Scout candidate who is designing
the area, and made suggestions for simplifying
the plantings. The spot is on State Farm
Parkway, off Nifong Blvd. MMN volunteers will
be asked to help with the planting. The
planting date will be announced later.

Announcements:

* Vanessa noted there is a brochure on the
back table on Wonders of Wildlife, a National
Outdoor Recreation and Conservation School,
for children and youth and their families or
guardian, to be held May 2"%- 3% in the
Columbia area. Anyone interested, please pick
up a brochure.

e Don announced he received an email
invitation from Ginny Wallace to Wine and
Wildflowers, a benefit for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, to be held Sunday April
27, at the Missouri Wildflowers Nursery,
Brazito, MO. A $25.00/person, $40.00/couple
donation is suggested. All are welcome.

e Don also let up know the reporting system
for our volunteer hours, is still not yet on line.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:45pm

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary.

SCHOOL OUTDOOR AREAS
PROJECT

Lea Langdon

The idea for the school garden project came
from my experiences working at schools and
from my belief that it is important to get our
youth out in nature. Playgrounds have often
been very sterile pavement and/or grass areas,




so that even though children get to be outside,
they often have no connection to nature
through that time spent outside. Some schools
have be able to get grants from the MO Dept of
Conservation for Outdoor Classrooms, but |
discovered that many of them were being
neglected, and therefore not easily used by
teachers (and we all know how stressed
teachers are with No Child Left Behind, so if it
is hard to go outside, most of them will not go).
The problem mostly centered around teachers,
staff, or parents that start an outdoor
classroom for a school, and then move on to
another school, or retire, etc. A great outdoor
nature area is then left without anyone who
knows enough of what is needed to effectively
care for or advocate for the care of the area,
which at Shepard and Fairview Schools led to
overwhelmed administrators removing or
spraying native plantings with herbicide
because they didn’t know what else to do.

My idea was to help these schools and our
youth by helping to care for these areas, and
eventually communicate with the teachers
about what is available outside for potential
learning opportunities. For instance, when |
worked at New Haven Elementary, | was able
to let teachers know when | discovered
monarch caterpillars & butterflies in our
milkweed plants, etc. by putting out an email to
teachers.

My initial plan has been to try to connect with
someone in each school who cares about the
outdoor classroom, and to offer help. Ideally, a
MMN who lives close to each school would
then partner with that school contact and with
other volunteers to weed the butterfly garden,
or remove invasive species from the prairie
areas, etc. Our first success has been Rock
Bridge Elementary, where the school contact is
also a 4-H leader who has been involved with
the school’s outdoor classroom for decades.
She is now working with MMN Jody Stotsky,
and is feeling far less overwhelmed while the
whole outdoor classroom is being revived.

Other schools with outdoor classrooms are
interested in our help. If you have an interest
in helping our youth and our schools, your

input is welcome. This could be a learning
experience for someone who wants to learn
more about native plants, or a way for
knowledgeable folks to share what they know.
Sometimes we are asked to work with youth,
but often we work behind the scenes. You
could be a contact for a particular school, or
part of a pool of volunteers who could be called
to go where needed.

| hope to hear from some of you. (864-7647,
langtrea@gmail.com)

MILESTONES * LOGGING HOURSI

We do not yet have the new system for logging
our hours (volunteer or advanced training).
Suzanne asks that everyone keep their own
records, to be able to record them when the
new system is up and running. We hope to
have an update on the status of the new
system in June. Thank you for your patience!

EARTHDAY THANK YOUS

Another Earth Day is behind us and we have
proven once again that frogs, tadpoles, and
crawdads never cease to amaze.

| would like to extend a huge thank you to
Sharon Reed, Pam Close, Jerry Nichols, David
Melegrito, Sally Swanson, Rachel Pia, Don
Day and Jeff Koppelman for helping me set up,
man and tear down the MMN booth on April
20th. Your participation helped create another
successful information disseminating event.
Also included are my thanks to the staff in the
UME office that laminated our new batch of
photographs for the display.

We reached a lot of people with our watershed
information; it seems a good portion of the
general public is still operating under the
assumption that there is some grand
processing system for everything that goes into
our rainwater drainage infrastructure. Along
with the watershed information and mini creek




display we passed out more brochures on the
MMN program than any other time on record.

Thanks to the Boone’s Lick Chapter of MMN
there are a lot of kids that now know what a
watershed is and what watershed they live in.
They also know what a bull frog tadpole looks
like and that it stays a tadpole for two
years....something | didn't know myself until
Earth Day.

Jeff provided us with wonderful critters. The
collection included an assortment of tadpoles
(including the bullfrog tadpole), a variety of fish,
a gelatinous mass of egg less salamander goo,
two crawfish, three frustrated small frogs,
everyone's favorite “slugs in a jar” and much,
much more.

Thank you again for all your help, you made
my day.
Suzanne

UPCOMING EVENTS

Training Class Sessions,

Extension Office, 6-9pm, unless otherwise
noted.

MAY SESSIONS & GRADUATION

May 3

Field Trip

May 5

* Natural Resource Interpretation — Kathy
Cavender, MDC

* Making Choices, Part 2 — Eric Kurzejeski,
MDC

May 12

*Seven Habits of Master Naturalists — Don Day

* Nuts and Bolts of the Master Naturalist
Program — Jeff Koppelman, MDC
* Graduation

Alumni are welcome to attend the classroom
sessions.

Science Café

Tuesday, May 6, 6:30-8:00pm at the Cherry
Street Artisan

Bruce McClure, PhD, will lead a lively
discussion of, “The Science Behind
Genetically-modified Crops (and other
organisms).” The Science Café format is to
have a scientist introduce the topic, followed by
a conversation on that topic with all
participants. Come join the conversation!

Information on this new monthly program,
sponsored by MU’s Life Sciences Center in
cooperation with the Cherry Street Artisan,
may be found at:
http://sciencecafe.missouri.edu/

Wildflower Walks

This spring marks the 26" year that Randal
Clark will be leading his annual wildflower
walks at Rock Bridge State Park. Join him
every Wednesday from March 26" through
May 14™ at 5:30pm to see Spring come alive in
Rock Bridge. The walks will begin at the
Devil’s Ice Box parking lot, and to find him just
look for the group of people staring down at the
grass. Walks generally last 2-3 hours (and the
conversation may continue over dinner at a
local restaurant).

Wildflower Walk

Runge Conservation Nature Center

Saturday, May 10 2008, 3pm

Ages: 8 years and older, Reservations
required. Pack your favorite wildflower book or
use ours and go outside to find wildflowers
along our trails. We will take our time and
learn how to use the books in order to make
the most of our discoveries. Note:
reservations are required by: Friday, May 9

Jim Harlan and What Really Used to Grow
Down in Those Big Muddy Bottoms? :
Tuesday, May 13th: at 7:00pm
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Friends of Big Muddy and Missouri River Relief
continue our monthly program series with
evening programs about the Missouri River.
This program will feature doctorial candidate
Jim Harlan presenting, What Really Used to
Grow Down in Those Big Muddy Bottoms?
Historical Vegetation in the Lower Missouri
River Bottomlands. Learn more about what
trees used to be along the Missouri River
compared to what is there currently or what is
being planted by the refuge and others.

Details and directions on our programs web
page:
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org/program.htm

MMN State Conference, May 16-18

“Only in the Ozarks — Naturally”

Registration packets have been mailed and
should have been received by all Chapter
folks. Please note the registration deadlines:
Early Registration prices are good until April
25, late registrations will be accepted until May
1%, Don’t miss out! Register early.

Rain Garden Tour, May 20th

Master Gardeners is inviting us to join them for
their May 20th meeting. Anticipated start time
is 6:00pm, at the Extension Office (time will be
confirmed at the May Chapter meeting). The
tour will be conducted by Scott Hamilton and it
will cover native plants used in landscaping
and raingardens in two locations. If room
allows we will ride on the Master Gardeners’
bus, if not we will car pool.

Beginning Map and Compass

Runge Conservation Nature Center
Wednesday, May 21 2008, 6:30 - 8 pm

Ages: 18 years and older, Reservations
required. What is a topo map? How do you
navigate with a compass? Learn the basics
and using a map and compass during this
workshop. Bring your compass or use one of
ours, and be prepared to go outside. Note:

reservations are required by: Tuesday, May 20.

Nature's Needlers

Runge Conservation Nature Center
Thursday, May 22 2008, 6 - 7:30pm
Ages: 18 years and older, Reservations
required. In our continuation of the state

symbols quilt blocks, May will be spent making
up the February block featuring the state grass,
Big Bluestem. We will also work on the state
tree for block number five, the dogwood. Join
us as we learn about two more of our state
symbols and create quilt blocks to add to our
collection. Note: reservations are required by:
Wednesday, May 21.

Voices of MO's Toads and Frogs

Runge Conservation Nature Center

Friday, May 30 2008, 7 - 8:30pm

Ages: all. Reservations required. Missouri has
over 20 different toads and frogs and each one
has its own unique breeding call. Tune into
the voices of these amphibians as
herpetologist Tom Johnson shares his
expertise with us. Following the indoor
program, we will go outside to a nearby herp
pond and listen / look for these "hopp" critters.
Note: reservations are required by: Thursday,
May 29.

Trail Side Nature Expo — June 7"

Forum Nature Area, 8am-noon. Please
contact Suzanne to sign up to staff our booth
that morning.

Bobwhite Quail/Native Plant Field Day
Bradford Farms, June 26, 4-8pm

This field day will consist of wagon tours that
give participants an opportunity to see
bobwhite quail management demonstrations
and research in progress and to see how
native plants can be used for conservation.
Participants will also discover how native
plants can be used for landscaping as well as
to clean up water run off in rain gardens or
provide seed and insects for birds. Native
plants can also be used for bobwhite qualil
habitat and participants will get to see first
hand how they can be incorporated in land use
management such as edge feathering and
native grass management. There will also be
informational booths on native plants and quail
management and the public will have an
opportunity to purchase native plants.

| MEET A MASTER NATURALIST |
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Jerry Nichols

1. What is the reason you became a Master
Naturalist?

| was looking for a cheap way to learn. The
last time | was at the University | thought they
overcharged me. MMN gave me an
opportunity get more out of them at a much
better price. | was going to take the education
and run but | noticed that the chick/dude ratio
was about 3/1 so | have kept up my
membership. I've had the current wife for 38
years so who knows how much longer she'll
last?

2. Most amazing, bizarre, disgusting, odd or
awe-inspiring thing you have seen or
experienced in the course of Master Naturalist
activities?

| don't get out very much. | had never seen
such a variety of wildlife. There were hundreds
of them parading by; hair in all the hues of the
rainbow, including a few specimens with all the
hues in one individual! Many had been tagged
in the ear or lip and some were wearing
electronic receivers. Some proudly displayed
all their mammalian characteristics. Almost all
had very expensive but practical shoes. Il
work the Earth Day Booth again next year.

3. Favorite service project thus far?

| went out with the Game and Fish guys to run
their trotlines and inventory Palid Sturgeon.
We stayed out on the Missouri River all day
pulling and reseting the hooks. We found five
or six Palids, a few Lake Sturgeon, and
hundreds of Catfish. The temperature was in
the 30's and by the time we got back to the
boat ramp there was an inch of snow on the
ground.

4. Favorite Missouri native?

| have a special place for the box turtles. My
family has been risking lives for years by
carrying them across roads. | guess | also owe
the turtles and the people who study them an
apology, though. We figured we were
improving the species by carrying them several
miles to kind of mix up the genetic pool. I think
we may have had an impact on some studies

which tried to pin down the turtles' migration
behavior. I'm sorry; mistakes were made.

5. Something folks would never guess about
you?

| do not have a tail and | wear a hat to cover
my bald spot, not horns.

6. Anything else you'd like us to know?
.I'wouldn't buy a used car from someone who
looks like me, either. Appearances are
deceiving. I'm really a Flower Child at heart;
generous, inquisitive, and obedient.
Sometimes | howl at the Moon.

MAY VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer Opportunities

Below are the volunteer opportunities for May
and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Additional
information on each project is at:
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/VolunteerOpportunities/Volunteer%20
Opportunities%200805.pdf. Please contact the
person indicated for more detailed information
on any of the projects. Note that if a project is
listed as “not yet approved,” you will need to fill
out a Service Project Form (available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be
notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if
there are any questions. Once approval is
granted for any person, it is approved for
everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one
form per project.

May Volunteer Opportunities

Garlic Mustard Eradication at Overton
Bottoms North: Saturday, May 3™ 9:00am to
noon (tentative)

Sponsored by the Big Muddy National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge and Friends of Big Muddy. We
will be hand-pulling the plants on this refuge
unit while the soil is still moist from recent
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rains. Training in id and an explanation will be
provided. Bring a water bottle, sun and insect
protection, and if you have one, a small garden
trowel. Long pants and sturdy shoes are highly
recommended, and long sleeve shirts are
suggested. Directions are at:
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org/next _outing.
htm. Project is approved.

CACHE Birding Trips: Every Wednesday,
May 7, 14™, 21% and 28"™; 7:30am
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society,
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark. Meet at
7:30 am (don’t be late) at the southwest corner
of the Parkade Center parking lot. The
destination will be decided the day of the trip.
Contact Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

International Migratory Day Bird Count:
Saturday, May 10™

Sponsored by the Columbia Audubon Society.
We will be dividing up into teams covering
different sections of the county, and we will be
counting the number of each species we see.
This is a great opportunity to get out and see
the spring migrants coming through.

Contact Susan Hazelwood at 573-445-4925,
hazelwoods@mchsi.com or Vanessa Melton at
573-864-3905 vanndawn@hotmail.com.
Project is approved.

Invasive Plant Removal: Saturday, May 10"
9:30 to 1:00

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities
Network

There will be an invasive plant removal project
at Capen Park, 9;30-1. Wear sturdy shoes (or
boots) and bring water, bug spray, and loppers
if you have them. We will provide gloves and
more tools. Contact Mo River Communities
Network, 256-2602. Project is not yet
approved.

Prairie Seed Collection Field Trips/Project/
Advanced Training:

Thursday evening, May 15 Tucker Prairie;
Thursday May 22, Rudolph Bennit CA in
northern Boone County (tentative)

Sponsored by Missouri Department of
Conservation.

The collection dates will occur on Thursday
evenings and Saturday mornings. John
George will show us what seeds to collect on
that date and assist in improving our
knowledge of prairie plants. Car pooling will be
organized by members and occasionally
include arrangements for a van. Contact
Suzanne Wright to have your name added to
the e-mail list: Suzwright@centurytel.net.
Project is approved as a volunteer opportunity
and will include some Advanced Training
hours.

Columbia Audubon Field Trip: Saturday,
May 17" at 7:30 AM

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.
The Columbia Audubon Society will be having
a field trip on May 17™ with the location to be
determined the day of the trip. Meet Edge
Wade and Bill Clark at Patricia’s Grocery store
on 900 N Keene Street at 7:30am. Contact
Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

Bird Banding at Eagle Bluffs: Friday, May
23rd, Saturday, May 31°

Sponsored by Audubon Missouri

Volunteers interested in participating should
dress for the field (hiking boots or sturdy
shoes, long pants, sunblock, etc.). Interested
people should contact Andy Forbes in advance
and meet at the south parking lot, near the
river trail entrance, at 6:00am to help put out
nets and 6:45am to help with banding.
Reservations are required. Contact Andy
Forbes at Andrew.Forbes@mdc.mo.gov or
573-882-9909 ext. 3241. Project is approved.

Chimney Swift Tower Workday — Capstone
Project: Saturday, May 31°' at 2:00pm
Sponsored by the Columbia Audubon Society
The 2" workday for the Chimney Swift Tower
Project will be May 31%, and if all went well the
first workday in April and the concrete pad is in
place then we will begin construction of the
actual tower. Join us at 2:00 at Wild Haven.
All are welcome, and please remember to bring
appropriate clothing for this type of work,
water, bug spray, sunscreen, and all your
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creature comforts. Contact Vanessa Melton at
573-864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com.
Project is approved.

Adopt a Spot Workday: Date/times to be
announced

Sponsored by the City of Columbia.

There will be a planting workday sometime in
May for the Adopt a Spot location on State
Farm Parkway. The Eagle Scout designing the
project and the Volunteer Coordinator for
Columbia are trying to pin down a date that
would work for us, and as soon as | hear from
them | will get the word out to everyone. 1 just
wanted to mention it so that it would be in the
back of your mind. Contact Vanessa Melton at
573-864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com.
Project is approved.

Butterfly Inventory at Overton Bottoms
North (2008 Capstone): Date/times to be
announced

Sponsored by Big Muddy National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge and Friends of Big Muddy
Volunteers will want to dress appropriate for
field work (sturdy shoes or boots, long pants,
and head covering are recommended). Insect
repellant and sun block are suggested and
volunteers should bring water bottles. Contact
Wedge Watkins, 573-441-2788,

Wedge Watkins@fws.gov. Project is
approved.

Tree Planting

Date/times to be announced

Sponsored by Missouri River Communities
Network

There will be a tree planting on a city owned
eroding hillside along a creek behind houses at
the south end of UMC Drive, south of Stadium,
off of Providence.

Contact Missouri River Communities Network
573-256-2602. Project is not yet approved.

Ongoing Opportunities

Wood Duck Box Monitoring at Eagle Bluffs
Conservation Area: April through May

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation

There are approximately 150 wood duck
nesting boxes on Eagle Bluffs Conservation
Area and it would be nice to know how many of
those are being used. It will mostly be data
gathering: is the box being used? By what kind
of critter? How many eggs are in the box?
How many hatched? Contact: Tim James at
Tim.James@mdc.mo.gov. Projectis
approved.

Hummingbird Banding in Central Missouri:
This project is suspended until further notice.

Bluebird Trail Monitoring: March through
September

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.
The Columbia Audubon Society is looking for
volunteers to help monitor the bluebird trails we
have at Wild Haven and Russell Property.
Wild Haven, which is located just north of
Columbia, has around 20 bluebird houses, and
Russell Property, located within Columbia, has
8 bluebird houses. The bluebird houses have
to be periodically monitored during the
breeding season to get an idea of how
successful the houses are. Contact: Vanessa
Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

School Natural Areas: Ongoing

Help local schools restore and maintain their
natural areas. A volunteer contact is needed
for each school with an area, and in some
cases a team is needed. Contact Lea Langdon
at langtrea@gmail.com or 447-1257. Project is
approved.

Project Seeds- Students, the Environment,
and Endangered Species

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ecological Services Columbia Office
Volunteers will lead presentations on Boone
County endangered species in Columbia
schools (5™ grades). They will also follow up
presentations with installing and maintaining an
aquarium in the school and hosting a book fair
to purchase wildlife books for the school
libraries.
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Contact Becky Clearwater@fws.gov or Charlie
Scott at Charlie scott@fws.gov Phone: 573-
234-2132. Project is approved.

Columbia Fishery Resources Office,
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout
the year

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Volunteers join fishery staff for day
long trips to the field where they will collect,
tag, and measure fish, and assess fish habitat
guality. Volunteers may also work in the lab to
aid in fish identification analysis of field data.
Contact: Joanne Grady at

Joanne Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext.
101. Project is not yet approved.

Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park, Flexible scheduling
Volunteers are needed to drive to the park's
four bulletin boards, open and close them with
a power drill and add/remove flyers and
posters. Work can be done on your own time if
you have your own power drill and vehicle or
between 8am and 4:30pm if you need to use
park equipment/vehicle. Updates usually
needed 2-3 times per month during busy
seasons (April-October), and once a month
during slower seasons (November-March).
Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.
Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project, Ongoing
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project.
Care for sick or injured raptors; feed and
provide activities to captive, wild animals;
create, improve and deliver presentations.
Contact: Erin West, President, at
eewd76@mizzou.edu for details and training.
Project is approved.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip
Naturalists

Sponsored by Missouri Dept. of Conservation,
University of Missouri, Prairie Fork Trust.
Prairie Fork CA needs naturalists to staff
environmental education stations during field
trips for school students. Most programs take

place M - F from ~ 9am to 2pm. Most
programs involve 3 small group activities from
9am till noon with children rotating through
stations and one large group activity after
lunch. Help is most needed during morning
activities. Contact: Benedict Nagy at (573)254-
3262, or benedict62@yahoo.com. Project is
approved.

Friends of Rock Bridge Memorial State Park
Explore Rock Bridge, 3™ Saturday of each
month

Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bride Memorial
State Park. Explore Rock Bridge provides
opportunities for the public to explore different
park resources and participate in service
projects. Volunteers needed to assist trip
leader with hike each month and to plan future
programs. Contact: Meredith Donaldson at
Midonlsn@aol.com or 815-9255. Project is
approved.

Landowner Contacts Database, Flexible
hours until completed.

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation. Volunteer will log landowner
contact folders by location. Files date back to
the 1940s and recording assistance provided
on specific properties in the past will provide an
account of historical management allowing
MDC to better assess property needs.
Location: Fulton. Contact Josh Stevens at
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.
Project is approved.

Friends of Big Muddy Activities, Ongoing
dates throughout the year.

Sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy. Most
opportunities are on units of the Big Muddy
National Fish & Wildlife Refuge. Check
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org for current
opportunities or sign up for list serve
announcements of activities by e-mailing
FriendsofBigMuddy-

subscribe @yahoogroups.com. Projects are

approved.
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CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS!

Send submissions to Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

for inclusion in the newsletter.
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.....................................................................

“President T Suzanne Wright oo, COMMITTEE CHARS
: suzwright@centurytel.net . Advanced Training TBD :
e e e eeeeeeeeeemmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnees . Chapter Historian Pamela Close

. Vice President Steffanie Abel 5 i pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us

| StfAbel@yahoo.com |

! , i Communication Rachel Pia

| Secretary Carolyn Doyle Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

carolynddoyle®@netscape.net

! | Project Approval Sharon Reed
. Treasurer Alice Havard eugsharona@hotmail.com
(no email address) '

.....................................................................

573 445-4624 L memememeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeese e
6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd : :
Columbia, MO 65202

e e e e s i i Refreshments Jane Fore
: : ' jfore@centurytel.net
State Advisory Committee Representatives:
Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright 7T
Chapter Co-advisors:
University of Missouri Extension: Don Day,
daydr@missouri.edu

Missouri Department of Conservation: Jeff
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov

NEXT MEETING
Picnic!
June 12, 6:30pm
At the home of Sally and Bobb Swanson
Please plan to bring your favorite potluck dish to share. Families welcome!

Missouri Master Naturalist State Conferences
2008 - Hosted by the Springfield Chapter, May 16, 17 and 18™ , at the Clarion Hotel and Springfield Nature Center.
2009 - Hosted by the Ozark Chapter in West Plains; date TBD.

—

issouri =2
ster Naturalis

To promote awareness and citizen
stewardship of natural resources
through science-based education and
community service.

™
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