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DECEMBER MEETING

Thursday, December 11th, 6:30pm.
Extension Office

Holiday Potluck Dinner,
Certification and Milestone Pins,
& Election of Officers

Family and friends are welcome!

If you have photos that you'd like to include in
a montage of our year, please send them to
Kent Shannon by Tuesday, December 9™.

A preliminary slate of initial candidates for
office is included on page four of this
newsletter. If you have suggestions for other
candidates, including yourself, please contact
Cheryl Hardy for inclusion on the ballot.
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

“l went to the woods because | wished to live
deliberately, to confront only the essential facts
of life, and see if | could not learn what it had to
teach, and not, when | came to die, discover
that | had not lived. | did not wish to live what
was not life, living it so dear, nor did | wish to
practice resignation, unless it was quite
necessary. | wanted to live deep and suck out
all the marrow of life, to cut a broad swath and
shave close, to drive life into a corner, and
reduce it to its lowest terms.”

Thoreau

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun

The dark eyed Juncos and white throated
sparrows have returned to the woods, which is
a sign to me that winter has taken up
residence. The cold will be somewhat
welcomed as a respite from the mosquitoes,
chiggers and ticks of summer. | will however
be keeping an eye out for the de-leafed poison
ivy as it knows no season and | remember
contracting a pretty good case across my
forehead one News Year’s Day while clearing
trails.

As a child, autumn was my favorite season but
a few years ago | was struck by how quickly
time was passing and | became uneasy when
the leaves began to turn. However collecting
native seeds and scattering them in December
and January has changed my attitude. Now
because of this small act, the departure of fall
and the cold of winter don’t seem an ending
but a beginning.

| have a special calendar for the winter; it runs
from November 8" through April 3" as part of
Project Feeder Watch. For two consecutive
days, a minimum of five days apart, | record
the maximum number of each species of bird
visible at one time at my feeders. That sounds
simple enough but | sometimes wonder if an
entire flock of Tufted Titmice are sitting out of
my line of site with a devious plan that only
three at a time can fly into view and snatch a
seed thereby fooling me as to their true
number.

It's an exercise that requires me to be patient,
attentive and to sit quietly, which is the most
difficult part. I've added the element of study




time to the mix as I'm learning the codes used
in bird banding while I'm monitoring the
feeders. A cardinal is NOCA for the Northern
Cardinal, the feisty chickadees are BCCH for
Black capped Chickadee and ETTI is the
symbol for Easter Tufted Titmouse. But it's
not prudent to look away often as | might miss
the markings that differentiate the male from
the female red bellied Woodpecker and the
chance to up my number for today’s sighting of
that species.

When there are no birds | watch the play of
light on the trunks and branches of trees as the
sun shifts. Sometimes | study the bark and the
tree’s characteristic shape. If you study a bird
you become familiar with their mannerisms,
body shape and habits until you can recognize
the species when you see them only as a dark
silhouette against the sky. | realized on a car
trip in winter three years ago the same can
hold true for trees.

| missed seeing a brown creeper in my woods
last year. It was the first year in memory that |
haven’t had at least one working our big trees
since we moved to this house thirty years ago.
| know their numbers are declining and the
absence of the inconspicuous little bird is
troubling.

The blue jays always remind me of my
Grandmother, not because she liked them but
because of how much she disliked them. To
her they were spoilers; they ran off the other
birds and ruined everyone’s fun, including hers.
My first memory of birds is tied to her and |
wish | had been able to share the experience
of bird banding with her. This spring | hope my
eldest grandchild will have a chance to release
a bird I've banded. It may not mean much to
him but then you never know, holding a bird in
your hands at three could change the course of
a life.

The pine siskin arrived yesterday and it will be
interesting to see if they stay awhile or move
on south. The Titmice made a miscalculation
and | can record that | sighted four at one time
on today’s chart. Yesterday when we were
bird banding we captured a chickadee with a

leg band whose numbers are of a different
series than ours; it's very exciting to think we
may have re-captured a bird banded
somewhere else. But | shouldn’t be surprised,
nature never fails to amaze and delight.

While | sit and count birds | also think about the
MMN program. I’'m amazed by all the things
I've learned and experienced in the last five
years. The friends I've made through this
chapter have added so much to my life; there’s
something about comparing the number of tick
bites or a case of poison ivy contracted while
hanging out in the woods that creates a special
bond. | have been honored to serve as
president the last two years. It's been a
wonderful experience and one | will never
forget. | thank you from my heart.

Suzanne Wright

MEETING MINUTES

Boone’s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalists Meeting
November 13, 2008

The Boone’s Lick Chapter of Missouri Master
Naturalists met on November 12, 2008, at
6:30pm, at the UMC Extension office, Hwy UU,
Columbia, Mo. Present were Bill Lauer, Jody
Stotsky, Jane Fore, Vanessa Melton, Janie
McArthur, Phil Knocke, Laura Sweets, Alice
Havard, Steffanie Abel, Jerry Nichols, Beverly
Boyd, Cheryl Hardy, Susan Hazelwood, David
Melegrito, Mary T. Williamson, Carol Sattler,
Gail White, Sally Swanson, Rachel Pia,
Meredith Donaldson, Suzanne Wright and
Carolyn Doyle. Also present were chapter co-
sponsors Kent Shannon, UMC Extension and
Jeff Koppelman, Missouri Department of
Conservation.

The meeting was called to order by President
Suzanne Wright, and the speaker, Glen




Chambers, was introduced. Glen is the current
President of the Conservation Federation of
Missouri, and promoter of Teaming with
Wildlife. Glen was formerly with the Missouri
Department of Conservation, and is known for
his work with river otter restoration, as well as
his wildlife photography and water color
painting. Further information about Teaming
with Wildlife will appear in the next issue of the
Dragonflyer.

At 8:30pm President Suzanne called the
business meeting to order. She asked
members to make a final check of the
membership roster to make sure all information
is correct.

Upcoming events were noted, including
SPARKS Birding Trip, Saturday November
29™ and Christmas Bird Count, Saturday
December 20™. Suzanne also mentioned the
Wild and Scenic Film Festival which was held
Sunday, November 9", and the Big Muddy
Letchture Session, from last Tuesday, November
11

Suzanne announced MMN member Vanessa
Melton has been named the Columbia
Volunteer of the month. She has been a city
TreeKeeper since 2005, is a charter member of
the Columbia Aquatic Restoration Project
which began in March 2007, and leads two
stream teams, one at Hinkson Creek and the
other at Cedar Creek. She is active in the
Columbia Chapter of the Audubon Society,
Native Plant Society-Hawthorn Chapter and
Missouri Master Naturalists. Vanessa
volunteers for Cleanup Columbia each year.
Thanks go out to Vanessa for all the hours she
devotes to Columbia’s environmental
programs.

Ongoing Projects:

Jody reported work for the season on our
Adopt-A-Spot is finished; they’ll wait for spring
to see what else may be needed and begin
regular maintenance. The sign is up noting the
Spot is maintained by the Boone’s Lick
Chapter; the committee plans to install a
birdhouse on the site next spring.

Cache Birding Trips are every Wednesday,
November 12", 19" and 26™. Contact Bill
Clark, Columbia Audubon, at 573-474-4510, or
Vanessa at vandawn@ hotmail.com for details.

Advanced Training:

CARP Wetland Restoration: New training
classes will be held in the spring of 2009. If
you're interested in the training, contact:
volunteer@gocolumbiamo.com for details. The
CARP training is AT approved and all projects
are approved for volunteer service.

Treekeepers: New training classes will be held
in spring 2009, contact
volunteer@gocolumbiamo.com for information
on training. Training is AT approved and all
Treekeeper projects are approved for volunteer
service.

Bird Banding Training will be Saturday
November 22", weather permitting. If you are
interested, contact Suzanne.

Program Committee:

The December meeting will be a potluck dinner
and a PowerPoint showing of the past year’'s
activities followed by an election of officers for
the coming year. If you have photos, get them
to Kent for compiling. If you would be willing to
serve as an officer for 2009, contact Cheryl
Hardy, nominations chairman.

Announcements from the floor:

Meredith Donaldson reported the Missouri
Environmental Education Conference will be
held at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St.
Louis. Programs on various environmental
issues, such as karsts, lichens, etc. will be
available. The early registration deadline to
sign up for this year’s session is tomorrow but
we will make an effort to get this information to
everyone earlier next year so those who are
interested can take advantage of this
opportunity.

The Columbia Audubon Society recently
dedicated their newly-completed chimney swift
tower to Harold Anderson, a long-time active
Audubon member. The construction of the
chimney swift tower was an '08 Boone’s Lick




Chapter Capstone Project organized by
Vanessa Melton and Audubon partner.

Kent reminded all to log their MMN volunteer
hours on the new forms. Log hours from
December 1% 2007 to the present, and email or
snail mail to Kent. Be sure and count time
spent on committees and other administrative
activities, and for travel time for volunteering.
Also let Kent know ASAP if you need a name
tag so they can be ordered.

With no further business brought before the
group, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Carolyn Doyle, Secretary

Executive Board Meeting
November 13, 2008

The Executive Board of the Boone’s Lick MMN
met at 9:00pm on November 13, 2008, after
the regular monthly meeting. Present were
President Suzanne Wright, Vice-President
Steffanie Abel, Secretary Carolyn Doyle,
Treasurer Alice Havard, board members
Rachel Pia and Jane Fore, and MDC sponsor
Jeff Koppelman.

Suzanne proposed a nominating committee of
Cheryl Hardy, Chairman, and members Phil
Knocke and Gail White. Suzanne moved the
acceptance of this committee, motion was
seconded and passed.

The committee will present a slate of officers at
the December 2008 meeting to be voted on at
that meeting.

The board meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Carolyn Doyle, Secretary.

CHAPTER ELECTIONS

The December 11" meeting will include
election of Chapter officers for the year 2009,

and one State Advisory Representative for a
two year term (2009-20011). Everyone who
has completed the training program and is a
member in good standing is eligible both to
vote and to hold office. You must be present to
vote. Nominations will be accepted until the
evening of December 11" when a final call for
nominations from the floor will be made.

If you would like to be a candidate for an office,
or would like to suggest a candidate, please
contact Cheryl Hardy, Nomination Committee
Chair, at chardy@ccis.edu or 573-445-6359.

Preliminary slate of candidates for office
follows:

President: Meredith Donaldson

Vice President: Angela Belden

Secretary: Carolyn Doyle

Treasurer: Alice Havard

SAC representative: Steffanie Abel; Vanessa
Melton

Members are able to nominate themselves or
others from the floor December 11th, however
if a nomination is made from the floor and the
person nominated is not present, nominators
are requested to have received prior approval
from the person they are nominating. The term
of office is for one year, and officers and
committee chairs are eligible for re-election or
re-appointment. The exceptions are the office
of President, which may be held for a
maximum of two years in succession, and the
State Advisory Representative which is a two-
year office.

The election shall be by secret ballot the
evening of December 11", Winners are
determined by simple majority. All members in
good standing (those who have completed
their initial 40 hours of class training, and have
accrued a minimum of one hour of volunteer
service during the course of the current year)
have one vote. There is no provision for
absentee ballots. The new Board of Directors
(comprised of the elected officers and our two
Chapter Advisors) shall assume their duties at
the conclusion of the last general membership
meeting before the end of the year.
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The roles of the officers are detailed in the
November Dragonflyer.

REPORTING SERVICE &
ADVANCED TRAINING HOURS

Following is information on our Chapter’'s new
system to be used to compile your hours for
2008, and general information on recording
and tracking hours from Syd Hime.

Recording Hours:

We now have a mechanism for recording hours
for our Chapter! (This is a temporary system to
use until the new State-wide system becomes
available.) Kent Shannon has created a
reporting document in 3 formats: MS Word, MS
Excel, and as a PDF file. Please use the
format with which you are most comfortable.
The documents are available for downloading
at the Chapter website:
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/index.html

For this year, please compile all your hours on
one form. If you have any questions about
how to complete the forms, please contact
Kent, phone: 573-445-9792 or email:
shannond@missouri.edu.

If you have used the old electronic system on
the website please let Kent know so he can
search for your records in that system.

If you have any information on your 2007
hours, please provide that to Kent with your
2008 hours.

While the deadline for getting your hours in to
Kent in time to receive a name badge or pin at
the December meeting has passed, you still
have until December 31 to accrue and submit
your hours for certification or recertification for
this year. Please compile all your data on one
form, and submit it to Kent by the 315, (If you
missed the deadline but now have qualifying
hours, please submit your data to Kent with a

note so stating. This way we can recognize
you at the December meeting even if your
pin/badge has not yet arrived.)

If you have already submitted your data for
calculation to Kent, but continue to accrue
hours through the end of the year, please
compile and submit those hours to Kent by the
31° of December. Our total hours for the
Chapter will be calculated and submitted to the
state coordinators, and used in the annual
report on the program to the State.

From Syd Hime:

How Hours ARE COUNTED

Please remember hours do not roll over from
year to year to be applied to the annual
certification pin. They do roll over to be
applied to the milestone service pins awarded
at 250, 500, 1,000 and 2,500 hours of service.
Please get your service and training hours
tallied so that we can award all of the well
deserving volunteers who have earned this
recognition.

2008 BLUE HERON CERTIFICATION PIN
AVAILABILITY

Volunteers working to earn the 2008 Blue
Heron certification pin have until December 31,
2008 to complete their annual 40 hours of
volunteer service and eight hours of advanced
training. This is an awesome pin created
specifically for the Master Naturalist program
by famed MDC artist David Bessinger and it
will be retired at the end of the calendar year.
(Note that to receive a pin at the Chapter
meeting on December 11, Kent needs to
receive your data by November 18. If you
complete and turn in your hours after
November 18 but before December 31, you will
receive your pin/s at a later date.)

DON'T UNDERESTIMATE YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS AS VOLUNTEERS!
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Many of the tasks that we do in natural
resource related work can seem overwhelming
when you stop and think about the enormous
volume of work that needs to be done. When
you think about exotic species issues,
community restoration (like the prairie
restoration project), water quality monitoring,
bird banding, and educating others, you sure
can feel small and insignificant. Regardless of
how you approach things (i.e. slow and steady
wins the race vs. a marathon of service over a
few days) | can say that all of the efforts help
no matter how big or how small they may
seem.

| don't have exact numbers to share, but | can
proudly proclaim that the efforts of Missouri
Master Naturalists will this year be almost
solely responsible for the planting of 20 or
more acres of prairie at the Prairie Fork
Conservation Area. At a value of over $1,000
per acre for seed that is a very significant
contribution. (And without it being volunteer
effort it just wouldn't happen in these tight
budget times for everyone.) Seed collection as
a group on sponsored field trips and alone as
individual service hours has become a hugely
significant contribution to our program. I'd still
be in the restoration business without the help
but | think that for this year | would be planting
only about half the acreage.

| could name many MMN who have
volunteered but | am afraid that | might leave
someone out accidentally, so I will name just
two who have given well over 150 hours of
their time since mid-May of 2008. Jane Fore
and Jody Stotsky have contributed at least 1/3
of our total seed harvest this season. Jody has
probably collected about ¥ of our seed harvest
each of the last two years as well. At the rate
they are going we may have to rename half of
Prairie Fork the "J&J" Conservation Area! |
know that they each volunteer in other areas
as well — so many people and projects benefit
from their service.

Try not to be overwhelmed by the volume of
service opportunity and need out there. Pick
some projects that you like and know that while
it may not seem always apparent, you are

making a difference through your contribution.
Think about the project over the course of a
year or years instead of focusing on what you
did in that hour or day. It all makes a
difference.
John George
MDC

UPCOMING EVENTS

Project Feeder Watch

Starts Saturday, November 8th and those
interested may check out the following website:
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/.

The 2008-09 season of Project FeederWatch
gets underway November 8 and runs through
April 3. Participants count the numbers and
kinds of birds at their feeders each week and
send the information to the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology. Participants submitted more than
115,000 checklists during the 2007-08
FeederWatch season, documenting unusual
bird sightings, winter movements, and shifting
ranges -- a treasure-trove of information that
scientists use to monitor the health of the birds
and of the environment.

MEEA Annual Conference, December 5-7,
St. Louis.

MEEA is the Missouri Environmental Education
Association. “Our Mission is to provide
innovative professional development and
networking opportunities for Missouri's
Environmental Educators, both for teachers in
the classroom and for educators in agencies
and organizations, to help them help
Missourians become more environmentally
responsible.”

For information on their annual conference,
taking place in St Louis December 5-7, please
see their website. The early registration
deadline has passed, but their website
indicates that registrations will be taken until
December 5.

http://www.meea.org/
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Saturday Morning Science

Saturdays, 10:30-11:30

Monsanto Auditorium, Life Sciences Center
(Free and open to the public)
http://satscience.missouri.edu

Fall Schedule:
12/06 H. White

New Light

Highly energy efficient LED-
lighting cannot be used in the
home. A new MU invention is
about to change all that and
much more, from medical
applications to radar.

12/13 M. Ravosa Skulls Are Made for Chewing
Skulls give shape to important
organs for sensing the
environment and collecting food.
Skulls of living animals can help
us understand the feeding
behavior of fossil animals.
Come and learn about animal
evolution and adaptation.

Semester ends.

MEET A MASTER NATURALIST

Cheryl Hardy

1. What is the reason you became a Master
Naturalist?

From the time | was a little girl my mother
would volunteer me to canvas the
neighborhood collecting money for various
causes. Nothing is cuter than a 7 year old girl
with home-cut hair and missing front teeth
asking you if you’d donate to mooscula
dyfstofy. Although | no longer carry a
cardboard can to collect money, the spirit of
volunteerism is still an integral part of my life. |
heard about the Master Naturalists from
Celeste Mazzacano who was a colleague at
Columbia College (and now a past president of
Boone’s Lick MN). MN was a perfect fit for my
tree-hugging back-to-nature tendencies.

2. Most amazing, bizarre, disgusting, odd or
awe-inspiring thing you have seen or
experienced in the course of Master Naturalist
activities?

| am frequently awe-struck (in my earliest
photos as a baby my mouth was a constant
“0.”). However, for one particularly hot day at
the Big Muddy in Overton Bottoms, during a
butterfly collection day, | was on a gravel road
near the edge of a stand of trees and the most
magnificent buck | have ever seen casually
walked out of the trees. | don’t know how
“points” of antlers are counted, and at that
moment it didn’t occur to me to count anyway.
We both froze and contemplated each other for
a moment or two, and as quickly as he
appeared, he was gone.

3. Favorite service project so far.

My capstone with the Big Muddy at Overton
Bottoms has been a joy that lasted for three
summers. | knew absolutely nothing about
butterflies or moths, using nets, pinning, or
museum insect collection identification when |
started. | loved being in the 100 degree heat
index with no shade and sweaty enthusiastic
MN companions, as well as being engulfed in
bugs during nighttime collections. Wedge
Watkins from the Big Muddy Refuge did such a
fine job organizing so many volunteers!
Thanks, Wedge!

4. Favorite Missouri native
My husband, Mark Baltzer J

5. Something folks would never guess about
you?

Although | don’t keep my “tree-hugging”
activities a secret, | once got poison ivy from
literally hugging a tree.

6. How did you earn the nickname, “Dr.
Death?”

| was conferred this honorary degree for my
unmatched skill at quickly and efficiently
exterminating any butterfly or moth that a
fellow MN had the good fortune to capture. But
it probably doesn’t help that | also collect skulls
for a hobby.....

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE
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The Missouri Teaming with Wildlife Coalition
has an email list. If you would like to be on it,
contact Amy Buechler, Teaming with Wildlife
Coordinator at the Conservation Federation of
Missouri, at: abuechler@confedmo.org.

You may reach her by phone in Jefferson City
at 573-634-2322 or 800-575-2322.

The website for Teaming with Wildlife is:
www.teaming.com.

EAGLE DAYS
30™ ANNIVERSARY

Eagle Days’ 30" anniversary takes flight
Dec. 6

Visit one of these locations to see bald eagles
in the wild and up close in indoor programs.

CLARKSVILLE, Mo.-Seven events starting in
December offer Missourians a chance to see
bald eagles in the wild and indoors for the 30"
year in a row.

Thousands of bald eagles come to Missouri
each winter. The number and location
depends on weather. Because they rely on
fish and waterfowl for food, eagles migrate as
far south each winter as necessary to find open
water. Missouri’s big rivers and reservoirs
become eagle magnets some years. In other
years their numbers are more modest, but a
few places in the Show-Me State provide
reliable eagle-viewing opportunities every year.

The Missouri Department of Conservation
began taking advantage of these eagle hot
spots in 1978, inviting people to come and view
eagles at Squaw Creek and Swan Lake
national wildlife refuges (NWRs) and at the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ lock and dam at
Clarksville. Over the years, Eagle Days has
expanded to include other locations and indoor
naturalist programs with live eagles.

This year’s events include:

Squaw Creek NWR, near Mound City, 9
a.m.to 4 p.m. Dec. 6 and 7. Call 816-271-
3100 for more information.

Lake Ozark, with activities at the Osage
National Golf Clubhouse, Wilmore Lodge and
Bagnell Dam Access, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 3
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan 4. Call 573-526-5544
for more information.

Smithville Lake, Little Platte Park
Course Complex, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 10
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 11. Call 816-532-
0174 for more information.

Springfield Conservation Nature
Center,9a.m.to 4 p.m. Jan. 17 and 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Jan. 18. Call 417-888-4237 for more
information.

Old Chain of Rocks Bridge in St. Louis
County, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan. 17 and 18. Call
314-877-1309 for more information.

Clarksville, Lock & Dam 24, Clarksville,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 24 and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Jan. 25. Call 660-785-2420 for more
information.

Mingo NWR, northwest of Puxico, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb. 7. Call 573-222-3589 for
more information.

Information also is available at
mdc.mo.gov/events/eagledays.

The Conservation Department provides
binoculars and spotting scopes for eagle
viewing. Warm clothing is a must, since damp,
windy conditions often prevail around large
bodies of water in the winter. Indoor programs
offer a chance to warm up and learn more
about eagles and other birds of prey.

These organized events make eagle viewing
easy. However, if you prefer to go it alone, you
can see eagles at Eagle Bluffs CA south of
Columbia, Lock and Dam 25 east of Winfield,
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary east of
West Alton, Table Rock Lake and Shepherd of
the Hills Fish Hatchery southwest of Branson
and Truman Reservoir near Warsaw.

Watch for eagles perched in large trees at the
water’s edge. Early mornings are best for
seeing eagles flying and fishing.
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Jim Low
MDC

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

ADVANCED TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Bird Banding Training: There will be training
sessions scheduled throughout the winter and
early spring weather permitting. If you are
interested in participating, contact Suzanne
Wright at 573-446-2217 or
Suzwright@centurytel.net .

Banding training is approved as advanced
training; banding activities are approved as
volunteer hours.

Saturday Morning Science

Sessions for September 20 (Insects), October
4 (Black bear), October 18 (nematodes), and
November 15 (plant vision) have all been
approved for advanced training.

City of Columbia Volunteer Program
Training

Note that for us, the training for these
programs qualifies as advanced training, and
the volunteer hours qualify as service hours.
These programs fill up fast. If you are
interested, please register soon.

Treekeepers: The 2009 TreeKeepers class will
be held Thursday, January 22, 6 to 9pm;
Saturday, January 24, 8am to noon and
Tuesday, January 27, 6 to 8pm (Thisis a
change from their previous schedule format.)
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Oppo
rtunities/treekeepers.php

Columbia Aquatic Restoration Project (CARP)
The 2009 CARP classes will be held on
Mondays, March 2, 9 and 16, 6:00-8:30pm
Location: Parks Management Center at 1507
BL70 W.
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Oppo
rtunities/carp.php

Volunteer Opportunities 2008

Below are the volunteer opportunities for
November and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Please
contact the person indicated for more detailed
information on any of the projects. Note that if
a project is listed as “not yet approved,” you
will need to fill out a Service Project Form
(available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.html). You will be
notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if
there are any questions. Once approval is
granted for any person, it is approved for
everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one
form per project.

December Volunteer Opportunities

CACHE / SPARKS Birding Trips:

December 3", 10", 17", and 24™.

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society,
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former
president of The Columbia Audubon Society.
Meet Bill at 7:30am (don’t be late) at the
southwest corner of the Parkade Center
parking lot. The destination will be decided the
day of the trip depending on who is there and
where they want to go. Contact Bill Clark at
573-474-4510 to confirm. Contact Vanessa
Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com .

Project is approved.

Christmas Bird Count

Sponsored by Columbia Audubon Society
Saturday, December 20™; planning meeting
Thursday, December 4™. Pre-dawn to dark,
various locations followed by a chili supper
beginning at 6:00 pm. Besides section
leaders, counters, recorders, spotters, and
drivers are needed. You do not have to be a
birder to participate. Feeder watchers are also



mailto:Suzwright@centurytel.net
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Opportunities/treekeepers.php
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Opportunities/treekeepers.php
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Opportunities/carp.php
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Opportunities/carp.php
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.html
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.html
mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com

needed. Last year, for the first time, the goal of
seeing at least 100 different species was met
with a total count of 104 species. Let’s help
Audubon do it again!

If you would like to participate, call Susan
Hazelwood at (573) 445-4925 and leave a
message. There will be a planning meeting at
Susan’s home on Thursday, December 4 at
7:30pm. Please call her if you plan attend. If
you have previously participated and know
which team you want to join let Susan know.
Otherwise Susan will assign you to a section in
need of additional observers and counters. We
will conclude the day with a chili dinner and a
compiling of the day's observations.

The dinner will take place at 6:00pm at the
Community of Christ Church located at 1111
Fairview Road in Columbia (formerly called the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints). It is south of Fairview Elementary
School. The room will be open at 5:00pm for
food set-up. We usually have venison chili,
buffalo chili, and meatless chili, too, along with
veggies and desserts. The dinner costs about
$6-7/person with the money covering the cost
of the food, beverages, paper products and
room rental. If you have questions about the
dinner please call Vanessa Melton at (573)
864-3905. Contact: Susan Hazelwood:
hazelwoods@mchsi.com or (573) 445-4925

Prairie Seed Planting
Sponsored by Missouri Department of
Conservation.

John George has offered the opportunity for
Chapter members to participate in the
disbursement of seeds at Prairie Fork. Some
of these seeds were collected by our Chapter
this year. Dates will be during the week and
will depend upon weather conditions favorable
to seed planting. This project will run from
December thru the end of February. If there is
enough interest, there may be Saturday dates
in late January or in February. If you would like
to participate, let John know so he can put you
on a notification list when dates are set.

Contact: John George at
John.George@mdc.mo.gov or 882-8388 x224.
Project is approved as a volunteer opportunity
and will include some Advanced Training hours
at each session.

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities

Adopt-a-Spot — Boone’s Lick Native Plant
Garden

Contact Jane Fore and/or Jody Stotsky for
updated information or if you would like to help
with maintaining our Adopt-A-Spot garden
located just off State Farm Parkway near the
recycling bins.

Project is approved.

Rain Garden Installation and Maintenance
Sponsored by Missouri River Communities
Network

This project will include the installation and
maintenance of five area raingardens and
demonstration of the raingardens during tours
by local community groups and individual.
There are five raingardens included in the
original grant with the hopes that more will
follow. For more information contact Lea
Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or phone:
573-864-7647

Project is approved.

Bird Banding Training: There will be training
sessions scheduled throughout the winter and
early spring weather permitting. If you are
interested in participating contact Suzanne
Wright at 573-446-2217 or
Suzwright@centurytel.net .

Project is approved.

School Natural Areas - Ongoing

Many of our area schools that have natural
areas could use some volunteer assistance.
Often the staff members and/or parents who
had the initial idea, time, and energy to create
these natural areas have since moved on to
other schools or other projects. As a result,
many areas have been neglected to the extent
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that they are less useable as educational
areas. Missouri Master Naturalists could be
helpful in several different types of projects.
Some schools have large areas, including
prairie and/or woodland areas that may need
burning or removal of invasive species, or
introduction of more diversity in the native flora.
Some schools have small butterfly gardens or
sensory gardens that need some weeding,
preferably by someone who has some
knowledge of and interest in native plants.
Some schools have an interest in a native area
or rainwater garden, and might appreciate
some planning and/or installation assistance.

Ideally I would like to connect each school that
wants help with a MMN volunteer contact
person (and for large natural areas, perhaps a
group of MMN Vols.), and if more help is
needed, that MMN volunteer could call me for
more MMN volunteers who are available for
more service hours.

| am compiling a list of needs, and school
contacts so that | can match up MMN
volunteers with needs expressed. (If you know
of any other schools that could use help of this
sort, | would like to know about it. They do not
have to be public schools, those are just the
ones | know of.) If you are interested in
volunteering at a particular school, or have a
particular expertise or type of work you like to
do, or if you would like to generally assist for a
few hours, please let me know so that | can
match you up with an appropriate project.
There may also be opportunities to help with
after school garden clubs at some schools.

So far, these are the schools that | know of that
have natural areas that could use help:
71 Benton Elementary--new native
garden
71 Blue Ridge--prairie, woodland,
butterfly and sensory gardens
"1 Douglas High School—possible new
rainwater garden
71 Fairview Elementary—small butterfly
garden
1 Hallsville--native garden area to be
replanted this spring/summer
1 Harrisburg—interest in a new

rainwater garden
1 Mill Creek Elementary—wetland,
prairie
1 New Haven Elementary—butterfly
garden has plants to dig and share with
other schools
1 Rock Bridge Elementary--prairie,
native plantings, wetland
1 Russell Boulevard Elementary--
native garden area
1 Shepard Elementary--native planted
courtyard (to be re-planted this spring)
1 West Boulevard Elementary
wetland, raingarden and native garden.
1 Midway Heights Elementary--small
prairie, raised bed butterfly garden,
wetland, erosion area could be
rainwater garden?

Contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com

or 447-1257. Project is approved.

Columbia Fishery Resources Office -
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout
the year

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

Volunteers are welcome to join fishery staff for
day long trips to the field where they will
collect, tag, and measure fish, and assess fish
habitat quality. Volunteers are also welcome in
the lab to aid in the identification of collected
fishes and assist in analysis of field data.
Volunteers are also needed with skills outside
of the traditional fish biology. Individuals
skilled in computers, construction, journalism,
photography, statistics, teaching or other
disciplines are welcome and needed.

Contact: Joanne Grady at
Joanne_Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext.
101.

Project is approved.

Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park Flexible scheduling —
Ongoing

Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park

Volunteers are needed to drive to the Park's
four bulletin boards, open and close them with
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a power drill and add/remove flyers and
posters. Work can be done on your own time if
you have your own power drill and vehicle or
between 8am and 4:30pm if you need to use
park equipment/vehicle. Updates are usually
needed 2-3 times per month during busy
seasons (April-October), and once a month
during slower seasons (November-March). No
experienced is required but some paperwork is
required. One-time volunteers may fill out a
temporary work agreement (no background
check required). If you desire to volunteer
more than once, state park paperwork and a
background check must be submitted and
approved prior to volunteering (so be sure to
allow at least a week for paperwork
processing). Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.
Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project
The most rewarding volunteer experience ever!
We have new opportunities for volunteers to
begin working with birds. Please contact us to
set up training sessions just for you, so you
can begin to feed these amazing creatures.

You can then become more familiar with our
education birds and all of the amazing ways
you can interact with them and continue
educating delighted audiences throughout mid-
Missouri about the importance of wildlife
conservation. This is a rare and special
opportunity that is not available in most areas.
We are truly lucky to have the chance to do so,
so why not check it out? If you want to first
discuss the project with a Master Naturalist,
contact Diane Kuschel at 573-881-1425 or
dgkb6b@mizzou.edu. We're looking forward to
meeting you!

Contact: Contact: Kathryn Kettenbach, trainer,
at 314 749-6211 or kpkcnc@mizzou.edu, to
hear more about the project and how you can
get started training. Let her know you're a
Master Naturalist and heard about the project
from Diane!

Project is approved.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip
Naturalists - Ongoing

Sponsored by the Missouri Dept. of
Conservation, the University of Missouri and
the Prairie Fork Trust.

Prairie Fork CA has a need for naturalists to
staff environmental education stations during
field trips for school students. Most programs
take place Monday through Friday from about
9am till 2pm. Most programs involve 3 small
group activities from 9am till noon with children
rotating through the stations and one large
group activity after lunch. Help is most needed
during the morning activities. Prairie Fork
Conservation Area is a 712 acre wildlife refuge
owned by the Missouri Dept. of Conservation
and administered in cooperation with the
University of Missouri and the Prairie Fork
Trust. This conservation area, located about
35 miles due east of Columbia, was
established in 1997 by a generous donation
from Pat Jones.

Prairie Fork was established with 3 major
goals: 1. Natural Community Restoration 2.
Conservation Education and 3. Ongoing
Academic Research in support of goals 1 and
2. Benefits for volunteers (besides the warm
fuzzy feeling you get from making a difference
in school kids lives!) could include limited
access to Prairie Fork, limited camping/hiking
opportunities, as well as an end of season
BBQ.

Contact: Jeff Demand at 573-254-3990.
Project is approved.

Landowner Contacts Database — Ongoing /
Flexible hours until completed.

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation

The volunteer will log landowner contact
folders by location. Files date back to the
1940s and recording assistance provided on
specific properties in the past will provide an
account of historical management that will
allow MDC to better assess the needs for the
property. Location: Fulton.
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Contact Josh Stevens at
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.
Project is approved.

Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing
dates throughout the year.

Most opportunities are on the units of the Big
Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge;
projects are sponsored by Friends of Big
Muddy. Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge
with a variety of projects including trail building,
putting up boundary signs, trash pickups,
educational programs, habitat restoration
projects, water quality monitoring, etc. We also
have booths at festivals at communities along
the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and
Friends of Big Muddy activities. We are
looking for people to lead interpretive hikes,
canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units
(leading these counts as volunteer time,
participation does not count).

Most activities are announced on an e-malil
group about 10-14 days before they happen.
To subscribe to that list, send an e-mail to
FriendsofBigMuddy-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Activities
generally only require the volunteer to provide
personal care items (water bottle, sun
projection, bug protection, etc.). Exceptions
will be noted in e-mail announcements.
Volunteers can choose to participate only in
the activities that interest them. Contact Steve
Johnson at missouririver@gmail.com.
Projects are approved.

Would you like some Chapter gear? Sally has
some t-shirts available, plus some vests, hats,
purses, and grocery bags. Call her for size
and color availability at work, 234-2951, or at
home, 874-2043. Cost of the item includes a
donation to the Chapter.

Sally Swanson

NEW CLASS - 20009

GET YOUR GEAR HERE

Registration opens January 5", and closes
February 28 or when it reaches 25 participants.
The first class session is March 2", the final
session is scheduled for May 11. Please tell
your friends who’ve been asking about the
program, and please begin thinking about
serving as a host for a session. The schedule
includes three field trips, and two off-site
sessions. We expect to publish the full
schedule in the January Dragonflyer.

"A winter night, a star so bright,
the sky is filled with heavenly
light...0
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. President Suzanne Wright 5 Hoomeoeeeoeeeos COMMITTEE CHAIRS --------------------~1
: suzwright@centurytel.net | ‘'Advanced Training TBD T :
Co-Chair (with VP)

| Vice President Steffanie Abel
! StfAbel@yahoo.com

Chapter Historian Pamela Close
' pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us

Communication Rachel Pia

. Secretary Carolyn Doyle Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

carolynddoyle®@netscape.net

Project Approval Sharon Reed

5 Treasurer Alice Havard eugsharona@hotmail.com

(no email address)

......................................................................

573 445-4624
6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd
Columbia, MO 65202

.....................................................................

. Refreshments Jane Fore
' jfore@centurytel.net

State Advisory Committee Representatives: | | |
Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright

Chapter Co-adyvisors:
University of Missouri Extension: Kent Shannon,
ShannonD@missouri.edu;
Missouri Department of Conservation: Jeff
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov

NEXT MEETING
January 8, 6:30-8:30
Extension Office
Program: Steve McMurray Resource Scientist at MDC
will do a presentation on Mussels.

State Conference: 2009 to be hosted by Osage Trails Chapter in Kansas City. Dates: May 15-17.

To promote awareness and citizen
stewardship of natural resources
through science-based education and
community service.

issouri ==L
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™
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