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Field Trip!
Saturday, October 11
9:00am start time on site,
8:30 car pool departure.
Little Dixie Conservation Area
with Jeff Koppleman

Jeff says: “I intend to have two .5a ponds ready
to dip critters from, which means all the water
has been released except for fresh water in the
concrete “raceway” in the bottom. There are
concrete stairs and an apron around the
raceway so we are not slogging in the pond
ooze. Folks need knee boots or something
like, and maybe rain jackets and pants,
because we will dip and sort thru so everyone
can get a look at what is in there. Should be
several fish species and usual suspects for
herps (snappers, sliders, painted, ill-tempered
water snakes, etc.). Second pond has some
stream fish that folks don’t usually see.” In
case of rain, Jeff has access to a barn for
indoor work.

Car Pooling: Meet at the Resource Science
Center for an 8:30am departure.

Driving directions:

I-70: go east about 8 miles from 63, to
Millersburg exit, south on J 3.5 miles, east (left)
on WW about a half mile, and left on RA.
Ponds are 100 yds past Little Dixie main entry.

Broadway/WW: east of town about 12 miles
from 63, left on RA.

Refreshments: JaJuan and Bill Lauer
Please contact Jane Fore to sign up to bring
refreshments in November.
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

Suzanne Wright
Glades - Islands unto Themselves

Glades are natural island communities.
Usually surrounded by woods, glades have
shallow, rocky, dry soil conditions that support
many species adapted to a desert-like
existence. Glade communities are determined
by the type of rock on that site. There are five
types of glades in Missouri categorized by their
type of bedrock — limestone, dolomite,
sandstone, chert or igneous. The type of
bedrock below a glade influences the native
vegetation that will be found there. Igneous
and dolomite glades are Missouri’'s most
common glade types.

Though geological foundations differ, glades
have some features in common. Most are
rocky clearings which occur naturally in
timbered areas and are usually located on
step, south- and west-facing slopes of hills
where conditions of protruding or exposed rock
with thin soll exist.

Because of their unique characteristics, glades
are home to such species as the eastern
collared lizard, fence lizard, six-lined
racerunner, three-toed box turtle, western
pygmy rattlesnake, tarantulas and scorpions.




Plant communities can include prickly per
cactus, little bluestem, smoke tree and
Missouri primrose. Glades in Missouri can
range in size from a small quarter acre to 400
acres; most are located in the southern half of
state with a few north of the Missouri River.

Often, glades in Missouri don’t function as
natural glades should. The harsh growing
conditions and extremely dry soils of most
Missouri glades create perfect conditions for
frequent fires, however years of fire
suppression and overgrazing by livestock have
destroyed or degraded many glades. The lack
of fire creates the formation of a dense canopy
of trees which crowds out and suppresses the
sun-loving native grasses and wildflowers.

Glade restoration begins by cutting the
excessive trees (typically eastern red cedar)
followed by prescribed burns. Plant
communities respond well when more sunlight
is allowed to strike the soil. Drought-tolerant
native grasses, sedges and wildflowers are
usually plentiful on healthy glades. Typically,
the wildflowers bloom in either the spring or
fall, when moisture levels are higher.

Today these small, rocky, thin-soiled openings
which were once thought worthless are being
recognized as valuable island ecosystems
which contribute to our state’s biodiversity.

Conservation Department glades people can
visit for wildlife viewing or nature study. (Some
of the glades listed are in the process of being
restored.)
e Spring Creek Gap Conservation Area
(CA) in Maries County
e Ruth and Paul Henning CA in Taney
County
¢ Hughes Mountain Natural Area (NA) in
Washington County
Lichen Glade NA in St. Clair County
Caney Mountain CA in Ozark County
Wildcat Glade NA in Newton County
Danville CA in Montgomery County
Valley View Glades NA in Jefferson
County
e Victoria Glades CA in Jefferson County

MEETING MINUTES

Boone’s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalists Meeting
September 13, 2008

The Boone’s Lick Chapter’s of MMN held a
field trip which included a short monthly
meeting on September 13, 2008. The trip was
lead by John George, Natural History Biologist
with MDC. This was a joint seed collection
with the Columbia chapter of Wild Ones. MMN
Members were approved for 2 hours of
Advanced Training with all remained time,
including travel, to be accrued as volunteer
service hours.

Present were Angela Belden, Laura Sweets,
Gail White, Phil Knocke, Sally Swanson, Dan
Reeves, Carol Sattler, Larry Barringhaus,
Vanessa Melton, Suzanne Wright and MDC
co-advisor, Jeff Koppelman. Attending from
Wild Ones were Susan Melia and her guest,
Sherry Flirt-Garcia. Pat Westhoff and Brian
Knowles, two volunteer seed collectors,
assisted John with helping us identify plants
and seeds that were ready for collection.

The group departed from the MDC Resource
Science Center parking lot shortly after 7:30am
and carpooled to the Auxvasse Natural Area, a
glade/woodland complex located by the reform
Nuclear Reactor near Fulton. John provided
aerial maps of the site taken in 1941 and 2005
which showed the loss of glade habitat that
occurred over the years. MDC has cut many of
the cedars along the ridge and completed two
prescribed burns since acquiring the property
in 2006. John also gave us a list of 287 plants
and grasses that have been identified at this
location. Glades can have a diversity of other
classes of life as well. A juvenile eastern




hognose snake, fence lizards, scorpions and a
speckled king snake were seen by some.

The Auxvasse natural Area is beautiful; most
notable that Saturday was the profusion of
rough blazing star which contrasted artfully
with the golden rod. We collected seeds from
a variety of plants including side-oats grama,
hairy petunia, lead plant, yellow coneflower,
prairie coreopsis, lllinois bundle flower, purple
prairie clover, wild bergamot, among others. At
times we found ourselves admiring the view
and enjoying in the beauty of the area.

With the onset of rain we returned to the
vehicles for snacks which were provided by
Vanessa Melton and Sally Swanson. A brief
business meeting was called to order by
Suzanne. She advised the members to consult
the September agenda or the volunteer
opportunities for a complete list of all upcoming
events.

Special attention was brought to specific
upcoming items:

e Chimney Swift Capstone Project Work
day, Sunday, September 14", 1:00 pm
at Wild Haven.

e A lecture on bat and cave ecology by
Bill Elliott, Missouri Department of
Conservation, will be held this Thursday,
September 18™ at 106 Lefevre Hall from
4-5pm as part of the Conservation
Biology Seminar Series.

e Request for volunteers to man a table
and discuss watersheds at the Stream
Extravaganza, Thursday, September 18
from 5:00-8:00 pm at Flat Branch Park.

e The Columbia Bioblitz which will be Sept
29" & 30" based at the Forum Nature
Area. The contacts for any one
interested in helping are listed in the
September Agenda and Volunteer
Opportunities.

e Upcoming seed collection dates
scheduled with John George are
September 18", October 8", 11" & 18",
John will send emails with details prior
to each collection.

There were no formal reports from standing
committees.

Jeff Koppelman outlined what we can expect
on our next field trip/meeting which will take
place at the Little Dixie C.A. holding ponds on
October 11", 9:00am. Jeff will drain two %
acre ponds so we can observe a variety of
aquatic organisms including fish, reptiles and
amphibians, invertebrates, and plants. The
chapter will have first-hand experience with
handling and identifying several species of
game and non-game fish species stocked in
the ponds. We will also have a chance to get
up close and personal with any critters who
have taken up residence in and around the
ponds, including turtles, frogs, snakes,
crayfish, etc., and learn some of the more
common aquatic plant species found in ponds.
Boots and raingear are recommended.
Carpooling details will be in the October
Dragonflyer and Agenda.

After the meeting was adjourned, we stood
around in the rain and enjoyed the munchies a
little longer before we loaded into the trucks for
the return trip to Columbia.

Respectfully submitted by Suzanne Wright, for
Carolyn Doyle, Secretary.

GPS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BORROW A GPS UNIT?

Through the Boone County University of
Missouri Extension office and Kent Shannon,
Natural Resource Engineer, five Garmin GPS
60 GPS units are available for borrowing. The
units are WAAS (wide area augmentation
system) enabled and capable of returning
accuracy of better than three meters 95
percent of the time.

Using the Garmin GPS 60

The Garmin GPS 60 can be used for
navigation and data collection. Using DNR
Garmin, a freeware program, it is possible to
convert Garmin waypoint files into data that
can be easily used in a GIS program or Google




Earth. In addition, there is other free software
that can be used to manage GPS data
collected. These programs can also be used
to download routes and waypoints to the GPS
units.

Summary of GPS Circulation Policy

* Call Kent Shannon to reserve a unit and
schedule a time to pick it up during regular
business hours. 445-9792.

* GPS units circulate for up to fourteen days
at a time.

* GPS units circulate only to members of
volunteer groups associated with University of
Missouri Extension.

* Patrons are required to sign a statement
agreeing to the GPS loan policy.

* Patrons are required to take a 10 minute
orientation on GPS usage the first time they
check out a unit. After the first circulation, a
record is kept showing that the patron has
completed the orientation.

GPS - Additional Training

As noted at the August meeting, we are
scheduling an additional, hands-on training
session with Tony Spicci. We are currently
looking at a Sunday afternoon in October. This
session will also constitute advanced training.
Details will be provided when the session has
been scheduled.

Scheduling issues have not been resolved;
information on this session will be sent by
email and/or published in the November
Dragonflyer.

before flowing into a stream, but the students
are truly absorbing the message and sharing it
with other kids and even with adults.

If you want to be a part of this sort of partnering
with schools & nature, contact me at
langtrea@gmail.com, or 864-7647, and | will
connect you with a project.

Lea Langdon

UPCOMING EVENTS

STREAM EXTRAVAGANZA
STUDENTS AND RAIN GARDENS

The students from West Boulevard Elementary
were sharing their knowledge of water quality
issues, and the way that rain gardens can help
during the recent Stream Extravaganza at Flat
Branch Park. It was exciting to see that the
energy that Mo Master Naturalists put into
helping create the rain garden & wetland (for
our capstone a year ago last spring at West
Boulevard), is really making a difference. Not
only is the parking lot runoff being filtered

America’s Lost Landscape, October 2
This film about the tallgrass prairie at the
Ragtag is a presentation of the Wild and
Scenic Film Festival, hosted by the Missouri
Prairie Foundation. Tentatively scheduled.
See the Ragtag for showtimes.

Come Clean Up the Big Muddy!

This Saturday, October 4 at 9:00am, La Benite
Park, Sugar Creek, MO.

Come join us on a beautiful fall weekend to
clean-up our beloved Big Muddy at our sixth
annual KC area Missouri River Relief Clean-

up.

This year's event will be headquartered at
gorgeous La Benite Park in Sugar Creek, MO,
just east of Kansas City, MO. Click here for
more info and directions. This is the stretch of
river downstream of the Blue River. With all
the high water this year, there's tons of trash
washed up on shore to get out there! We need
your help! Register online by clicking here.

The clean-up starts at 9:00, with registration
opening at 8:30. You'll be shuttled by boat out
onto the banks of the Missouri, where you'll be
dropped off to pick up all the trash you can
possibly bag up. You'll be brought back to the
park for lunch.

All volunteers receive work gloves, trash bags,
an event t-shirt, a water bottle and lunch.

This event is rain or shine, so dress weather
appropriately. Mud boots and long pants are
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recommended. No flip-flops are allowed on
boats. Sunscreen, sunglasses, bug spray and
a reusable water container are recommended.
If you have young kids, please bring lifejackets
that fit. We have a limited supply of child sizes.
Adult supervision is required for kids under 14.

Thanks, and we'll see you on the river!
Missouri River Relief
www.riverrelief.org

Gumbo Bottoms River Float — MO River
Relief, Sunday, October 5, 12:30-6:00.

205 Center St, Rocheport.

Please be our guest at the Gumbo Bottoms
River Float-a guided float trip on the Missouri
River from Rocheport to Katfish Katy's. We will
be kicking off Gumbo Bottoms-a new Missouri
River musical by Meredith Ludwig & Cathy
Barton.

For more information about this musical
production please click on Gumbo Bottoms
news article

Katfish Katy's will be providing free Blues
Music & there will be BBQ for sale! There will
also be a sneak preview of the musical at
Katfish Katy's.

TOTAL PACKAGE DEAL
$35/ person (includes canoe rental, insurance,
and shuttle back to Rocheport)

BRING YOUR OWN CANOE DEAL
$5/ person for canoe insurance
$5/ per person for shuttle back to Rocheport

To register for this event please contact
Andrew via phone at 1-800-769-4183 or e-mail
him at andrew@tourmissouri.org

If you would like to register on the day of the
event please come to the Rocheport location
by 12:30pm on October 5th. Canoe availability
is limited. Register early to insure your place
on the float. Canoes are rented first-come,
first-served.

Saturday Morning Science

Saturdays, 10:30-11:30

Monsanto Auditorium, Life Sciences Center
(Free and open to the public)
http://satscience.missouri.edu

Fall Schedule:
10/4 L. Eggert The American Black Bear in
Missouri
Bear populations seem to be increasing in
southern Missouri, but the origin of these bears
is unknown. This talk will discuss how DNA
evidence can be used to investigate the source
of Missouri’s bears and to provide information
for their long-term conservation. Approved for
advanced training.
10/11 G. Forgacs Tissue Engineering: The Key
to Eternal Life
In the not too distant future, you will just walk
into a specialized clinic, shed your dysfunctional
kidney or liver, and walk out with a made-to-
measure new one. Fiction? Maybe so, but
maybe not.
10/18 M. Mitchum Nematodes: The Good, The
Bad, and The Ugly
Nematodes are among the most abundant and
ubiquitous animals on earth. Many are
beneficial; however, others cause billions of
dollars in crop damage and pose major risks to
humans and animals. Come learn about
nematodes and how they may be impacting you.
Approved for advanced training.
10/25 S. Guha Plastic Power
This talk has nothing to do with the buying
power of your credit card, but imagine you could
use your flexible plastic friend as your television,
computer, or solar power source. We’'ll talk
about plastic electronics, emphasizing plastic
solar cells.
11/1 T. Lupo Global Warming: Attribution,
Who Is Really to Blame?
This talk will explain the make-up of climate and
the current state of climate science. We’'ll also
discuss arguments for and against
anthropogenic causes of climate change as well
as what can be and should be done to prevent it.
11/8 C. Pires Darwin’s Neglected Idea: How
Does Evolution Prune the
Family Tree?
Although Charles Darwin is best known for his
theory of natural selection, he was also central
in developing the idea of common ancestry.
This talk will explore basic principles of tree
thinking, from the tips of the branches to the
roots of life.
11/15 M. Liscum Why Plants Need 20/20
Vision: Insights from Vision
-Impaired Plants
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Nearly all aspects of a plant’s life cycle are
influenced by light, so plants can’t afford poor
vision. This talk will examine consequences of
visual impairment in plants and how science
may be able to “treat” some of these “disorders.”
Approved for advanced training.

(Thanksgiving break)
12/06 H. White
12/13 M Ravosa
Semester ends
Sessions which have been approved as

advanced training are so indicated.

New Light
Skulls Are Made for Chewing

Conservation Biology Seminars, UMC;
seminars are held in 106 Lefevre, 4-5pm,
unless otherwise indicated.

10/9: Conservation and social justice; Brett
Williams, American University.

10/23: The food system and conservation;
Mary Hendrickson, University of Missouri.

Going Batty!

Runge Conservation Nature Center
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 - 8pm

Ages: families Reservation required. Bats are
some of the most misunderstood creatures in
Missouri. Separate fact from fiction as we
learn why bats are so important to our state.
After the indoor program, we will take a short
hike to detect these night-flying animals.
Reservations are required by: Monday,
October 6.

Missouri Prairie Foundation Annual Meeting
and Prairie Day at Hamilton Native Outpost in
Texas County, October 10 & 11.

Hamilton Native Outpost would like to welcome
MPF members to see prairie in the Ozarks,
where the forest of the East meets the prairie
of the West. Hamilton Native Outpost would
also like to share how they are using grazing
animals to control invasive weeds and bring
back natives. For more information and to
register, contract the MPF at (573) 356-7828
or http://www.moprairie.org/ .

Wild Edibles

Runge Conservation Nature Center
Saturday, October 11, 1 - 2:30pm

Ages: Families with children 8 years of age and
older. Reservations required. Join us as we
discover what delicious delights nature has to
share. Many of the edible parts of nature are
seeds, although some edibles might surprise
you. We will walk a trail to identify some of
these plants, and end by sampling some
edibles from nature's grocery store.
Reservations required by: Friday, October 10

Big Muddy & River Relief Monthly Program
Bottomland Bird Banding with Andy
Forbes, MDC. Bryant Cabin. 7pm, October
14, 2008

The wetlands and bottomland forests of the
Missouri River Valley are havens for migrating
birds of all types. From neotropical migrants to
flocks of crows and turkey vultures, from large
waterfowl to the smallest warbler, this
ecosystem provides necessary stopovers for
these often troubled species.

Keeping tabs on these mobile species is a
difficult task that transcends state and national
boundaries. A cooperative effort between
federal and state agencies as well as local
volunteers has been attempting to gather real,
on the ground data on avian productivity and
survivorship.

At our October 14, installment of the Big
Muddy Sessions, Missouri Dept. of
Conservation Avian Ecologist Andy Forbes will
give an overview of the successes and
challenges of this program, called Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS).
Centered at Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area,
the project has involved two years of bird-
banding using groups of volunteers. In order to
continue the project, Forbes is looking for more
interested volunteers. This is a great
opportunity to learn about real science on the
ground and find out how you can help.

The talk, hosted by Friends of Big Muddy,
Missouri River Relief and the Big Muddy
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NFWR will be held at 7 p.m., October 14, at the
Bryant Cabin at the Overton North Unit of the
Big Muddy Refuge. For directions and updates
on future Big Muddy Sessions, see
http://www.riverrelief.org/events/08bigmuddyse
ssions.html .

Andy Forbes is an Avian Ecologist with
Missouri Dept. of Conservation. Prior to coming
to Missouri in 2002, he worked on a variety of
bird related-projects, including Red-cockaded
Woodpecker managment in North Carolina,
neotropical migrant research in Louisiana, and
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow research in
Rhode Island. His presentation will give an
overview and synopsis of the bird banding
project started in 2006 at Eagle Bluffs
Conservation Area, through the Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS)
program.

This program has been approved as advanced
training.

Runge Midweek Trekkers

Paddy Creek Wilderness

Wednesday, October 15, 8-5:30.

Ages: 18 years and older. Reservations
required. Paddy Creek Wilderness is over
7,000 acres of steep ridges, sandstone and
dolomite outcrops, and oak-hickory forests
interspersed with Missouri's native shortleaf
pine. We'll hike the Big Piney Trail (4.5 miles)
to see huckleberry bushes, undercut layers of
sandstone, a wet-weather waterfall, and a
panoramic overlook of the Ozark landscape.
Bring your lunch, water, hiking boots or
comfortable shoes, and come dressed for the
weather.

Reservations are required by: Tuesday,
October 14

6th Annual Missouri Chestnut Roast,
October 18, 10-4.

Horticulture and Agroforestry Research Center,
New Franklin.

Free Admission and Open to the Public
Assistance Dogs Allowed - No Pets

Most activities held inside tents for comfort rain
or shine!

For additional information, including driving
directions and a detailed event schedule
(available in October), visit
http://www.centerforagroforestry.org

e Missouri chestnut, pecan and black
walnut producer booths with free tasting
samples.

o Educational presentations and exhibits.

e Musical entertainment by the Ironweed
Bluegrass Band.

« Children's activities.

e Guided bus and walking tours of the
chestnut orchards and agroforestry
research areas at the Horticulture and
Agroforestry Research Center.

e A chestnut roasting booth with free
samples of fresh roasted chestnuts.

e Value-added food producers will provide
free tasting samples and products for
sale, including Missouri wines, meats
and nuts. Food concession stand will
feature Missouri-produced grilled elk,
buffalo, pork and beef products for sale.

Runge Hiking Club at Meramec State Park,
October 18, 8-5:30.

Ages: 18 years and older Reservations
required. Meramec State Park has more caves
than any other park in the nation - 45 to be
exact. We'll start out with blufftop views of the
Meramec River on the Bluff View Trail (1.5
miles). After lunch, we'll continue with a 90
minute, naturalist-led tour of Fisher Cave (.66),
the Park's finest. Natural features on the
Natural Wonders Trail (1.3 miles) include
collapsed cave passageways, a glade, wet
meadow, beaver pond, and two caves. Bring a
jacket and $3.00 for the cave tour. Bring your
lunch, water, hiking boots or comfortable
shoes, and come dressed for the weather.
Reservations required by: Friday, October 17

ADVANCED TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Stream Team GPS Workshop — October 3
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The Stream Team Program has several new
GPS units that will soon be available to loan to
ST members who have completed a 2-hour
GPS Workshop. These units can be used for
obtaining GPS coordinates such as latitude
and longitude at your monitoring site. We are
offering a GPS Workshop at 6:00pm the night
before all of the Level 1 VWQM workshops,
except in Hannibal. These will be totally
separate from the Level 1 workshops, but will
be held at the same location. You need not
attend one to attend the other, but you are
welcome to attend both if you desire and space
is available. Space is limited to 20 participants
and will be filled on a first-come-first-served
basis. If you have your own GPS unit, please
feel free to bring it. A light meal will be
provided. To register, or for more information,
contact Amy Jungclaus, Missouri Department
of Conservation at 573/522-4115x3166 or
800/781-1989 (voice mail).

Columbia date: Friday, October 3. This
session will fill quickly.

Note: You may use either the Chapter program
or the Stream Team program for Advanced
Training on GPS, but not both.

Stream Team Level 1. October 4.

The registration deadline for this session is
September 17", Please note that many
sessions fill well before the deadline. If you
have completed the Intro training and
submitted the minimum data, you may register
for the level 1 training. Register online at
WWWw.mostreamteam.org.

You may also select a session on another date
at a location outside of Columbia, please see
their website for details. NB: if you miss the
registration deadline, keep checking the
enroliment status of the class. If there are
cancellations, space will become available.

Data Collection Assistance, Class Prep

Have you completed the Intro or Level 1 Water
Quality Monitoring class, but wanted some
guidance for your first data collection? Lea
Langdon is willing to help. Leais an
AmeriCorps Stream Team Assistant, in
addition to being a Master Naturalist, and can
help you get some practical experience

collecting data. Remember that you need to
have submitted data from your most recent
class to be eligible to enroll in the next level.

You may reach Lea via email at
langrea@gmail.com, or via cell phone at 864-
7647. Please plan ahead, so that both your
schedules can be accommodated.

Saturday Morning Science

Sessions for September 20 (Insects), October
4 (Black bear), October 18 (nematodes), and
November 15 (plant vision) have all been
approved for advanced training.

Prairie Seed Collection
October 8 and 18, see Volunteer Opportunities.

Retroactive approval:
September 24, Bat Caves seminar

City of Columbia Volunteer Program
Training

Treekeepers: The 2009 TreeKeepers class will
be held Thursday, January 22 ~ 6 to 9 p.m.;
Saturday, January 24 ~ 8 a.m. to noon and
Tuesday, January 27 ~6to 8 p.m. (Thisis a
change to their previous schedule format.)
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Oppo
rtunities/treekeepers.php

Columbia Aquatic Restoration Project (CARP)
The 2009 CARP classes will be held on
Mondays, March 2, 9 and 16, 6:00-8:30pm
Location: Parks Management Center at 1507
BL70 W
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Volunteer/Oppo
rtunities/carp.php

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Below are the volunteer opportunities for
October and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Please
contact the person indicated for more detailed
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information on any of the projects. Note that if
a project is listed as “not yet approved,” you
will need to fill out and submit a Service Project
Form (available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be
notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if
there are any questions. Once approval is
granted for any person, it is approved for
everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one
form per project.

October Volunteer Opportunities

Chimney Swift Tower Final Workday —
Sunday, October 5, 1pm

The Chimney Swift Tower is close to
completion and this last work day should finish
this project. Contact Vanessa Melton at
Vanndawn@hotmail.com or 573-864-3905.
Project is approved. Capstone participants are
encouraged to be there.

Prairie Seed Collection Field Trips/Project/
Advanced Training Two remaining dates:
October 8", &18th — Sponsored by Missouri
Department of Conservation. Prairie Seed
Collection continues on Thursday evenings
and Saturday mornings with John George.
John will show us what seeds to collect that
day and assist in improving our knowledge of
prairie plants. Car pooling will be organized by
John George and members. Those interested
may sign up for updated email/phone
notification and changes in the schedule
related to the weather. All members are
welcome to attend any or all of the collection
field trips but only those on the list will receive
last minute notifications. To have your name
added to the e-mail list contact John George at
John.George@mdc.mo.gov or Suzanne at
Suzwright@centurytel.net

Project is approved as a volunteer opportunity
and will include some Advanced Training hours
at each session.

CACHE Birding Trips: Every Wednesday
morning, 7:30am.

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society,
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former
president of The Columbia Audubon Society.
Meet Bill at 7:30am (don’t be late) at the
southwest corner of the Parkade Center
parking lot. The destination will be decided the
day of the trip depending on who is there and
where they want to go. Contact Bill Clark at
573-474-4510 to confirm. Contact Vanessa
Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com . Project is approved.

Rain Garden Installation and Maintenance
Sponsored by Missouri River Communities
Network

This project will include the installation and
maintenance of five area raingardens and
demonstration of the raingardens during tours
by local community groups and individuals.
There are five raingardens included in the
original grant with the hopes that more will
follow. For more information contact Lea
Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com or phone:
573-864-7647. Project is approved.

Bird Banding at Eagle Bluffs - Monitoring
Avian Productivity and Survivorship
(MAPS) The 2008 banding season is over but
plans are being made for the 2009 season
which will run from late May through early
August. There will be training sessions
scheduled this fall/winter. If you are interested
in participating contact Suzanne Wright at 573-
446-2217 or Suzwright@centurytel.net .
Project is approved.

Adopt-a-Spot Bed Update

The Adopt-a-Spot near the recycling bins off
State Farm Parkway has been official adopted
by the Boone’s Lick Chapter. In mid August
Jane and Jody lifted all the plants and placed
them in holding tubs and then Dan Reeves
mowed the weeds close to the ground. On
Aug. 23rd Jane, her husband, Columbia Parks
Department and college volunteers laid down
cardboard and newspapers and mulched the



http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm
mailto:Vanndawn@hotmail.com
mailto:John.George@mdc.mo.gov
mailto:Suzwright@centurytel.net
mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com
mailto:langtrea@gmail.com
mailto:Suzwright@centurytel.net

site heavily. When weather is favorable Jody,
Jane and any other interested volunteers will
replant the rescued natives. All this extra work
will make the “Spot” easier to maintain. There
are plans to add a bluebird house, a bench and
holders for information on native plants and
Missouri Master Naturalists. Plans include the
addition of more plants next spring. Contacts
for this project are Jane, Jody and Vanessa for
updated information and if you would like to
help. Project is approved.

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities

School Natural Areas

Many of our area schools that have natural
areas could use some volunteer assistance.
Often the staff members and/or parents who
had the initial idea, time, and energy to create
these natural areas have since moved on to
other schools or other projects. As a result,
many areas have been neglected to the extent
that they are less useable as educational
areas. Missouri Master Naturalists could be
helpful in several different types of projects.
Some schools have large areas, including
prairie and/or woodland areas that may need
burning or removal of invasive species, or
introduction of more diversity in the native flora.
Some schools have small butterfly gardens or
sensory gardens that need some weeding
preferably by someone who has some
knowledge of and interest in native plants.
Some schools have an interest in a native area
or rainwater garden, and might appreciate
some planning and/or installation assistance.

Ideally | would like to connect each school that
wants help with a MMN volunteer contact
person (and for large natural areas, perhaps a
group of MMN Vol.), and if more help is
needed, that MMN volunteer could call me for
more MMN volunteers who are available for
more service hours.

| am compiling a list of needs and school
contacts so that | can match up MMN
volunteers with needs expressed. (If you know
of any other schools that could use help of this
sort, | would like to know about them. They do

not have to be public schools, these are just
the ones | know of.) If you are interested in
volunteering at a particular school, or have a
particular expertise or type of work you like to
do, or if you would like to generally assist for a
few hours, please let me know so that | can
match you up with an appropriate project.
There may also be opportunities to help with
after school garden clubs at some schools.
So far, these are the schools that | know of that
have natural areas that could use help:

1 Benton Elementary--new native

garden to begin in spring

1 Blue Ridge--prairie, woodland,

butterfly and sensory gardens

1 Douglas High School—possible new

rainwater garden

(1 Fairview Elementary—small butterfly

garden

1 Hallsville--native garden area to be

replanted this spring/summer

(1 Harrisburg—interest in a new

rainwater garden

1 Midway Heights Elementary--small

prairie, raised bed butterfly garden,

wetland, erosion area could be

rainwater garden?

1 MIl Creek Elementary—wetland,

prairie

1 New Haven Elementary—butterfly

garden has plants to dig and share with

other schools

1 Rock Bridge Elementary--prairie,

native plantings, wetland

1 Russell Boulevard Elementary--

native garden area

1 ShepardElementary---native planted

courtyard (to be re-planted this spring)

1 West Boulevard Elementary— wetland

and raingarden (class of 07 capstone);

additional projects planned.
Contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com
or 447-1257. Project is approved.

Columbia Fishery Resources Office -
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout
the year

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service
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Volunteers are welcome to join fishery staff for
day long trips to the field where they will
collect, tag, and measure fish, and assess fish
habitat quality. Volunteers are also welcome in
the lab to aid in the identification of collected
fishes and assist in analysis of field data.
Volunteers are also needed with skills outside
of the traditional fish biology. Individuals
skilled in computers, construction, journalism,
photography, statistics, teaching or other
disciplines are welcome and needed.

Contact: Joanne Grady at

Joanne Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext.
101. Project is approved.

Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park Flexible scheduling —
Ongoing

Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park

Volunteers are needed to drive to the park's
four bulletin boards, open and close them with
a power drill and add/remove flyers and
posters. Work can be done on your own time if
you have your own power drill and vehicle or
between 8am and 4:30pm if you need to use
park equipment/vehicle. Updates are usually
needed 2-3 times per month during busy
seasons (April-October), and once a month
during slower seasons (November-March). No
experienced is required but some paperwork is
required. One-time volunteers may fill out a
temporary work agreement (no background
check required). If you desire to volunteer
more than once, state park paperwork and a
background check must be submitted and
approved prior to volunteering (so be sure to
allow at least a week for paperwork
processing). Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.
Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project
The most rewarding volunteer experience ever!
We have new opportunities for volunteers to
begin working with birds sooner. Please

contact us to set up training sessions just for
you, So you can begin to feed these amazing
creatures. You can then become more familiar
with our education birds and all of the amazing
ways you can interact with them and continue
educating delighted audiences throughout mid-
Missouri about the importance of wildlife
conservation.

This is a rare and special opportunity that is not
available in most areas. We are truly lucky to
have the chance to do so, so why not check it
out? If you want to first discuss the project with
a Master Naturalist, contact Diane Kuschel at
573-881-1425 or dgkb6b@mizzou.edu. We're
looking forward to meeting you!

Contact: Kathryn Kettenbach, trainer, at 314
749-6211 or kpkecnc@mizzou.edu, to hear
more about the project and how you can get
started training. Let her know you're a Master
Naturalist and heard about the project from
Diane! Project is approved.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip
Naturalists - Ongoing

Sponsored by the Missouri Dept. of
Conservation, the University of Missouri and
the Prairie Fork Trust.

Prairie Fork CA has a need for naturalists to
staff environmental education stations during
field trips for school students. Most programs
take place Monday through Friday from about
9am till 2pm. Most programs involve 3 small
group activities from 9am till noon with children
rotating through the stations and one large
group activity after lunch. Help is most needed
during the morning activities. Prairie Fork
Conservation Area is a 712 acre wildlife refuge
owned by the Missouri Dept. of Conservation
and administered in cooperation with the
University of Missouri and the Prairie Fork
Trust.

This conservation area, located about 35 miles
due east of Columbia, was established in 1997
by a generous donation from Pat Jones.
Prairie Fork was established with 3 major
goals: 1. Natural Community Restoration, 2.
Conservation Education and, 3. Ongoing
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Academic Research in support of goals 1 and
2. Benefits for volunteers (besides the warm
fuzzy feeling you get from making a difference
in school kids lives!) could include limited
access to Prairie Fork, limited camping/hiking
opportunities, as well as an end of season
BBQ.

Contact: Benedict Nagy at (573)254-3262, or
benedict62@yahoo.com . Project is approved.

Landowner Contacts Database -
Ongoing/Flexible hours until completed.
Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation

The volunteer will log landowner contact
folders by location. Files date back to the
1940s and recording assistance provided on
specific properties in the past will provide an
account of historical management that will
allow MDC to better assess the needs for the
property. Location: Fulton.

Contact Josh Stevens at
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.
Project is approved.

Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing
dates throughout the year.

Most opportunities are on the units of the Big
Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge;
projects are sponsored by Friends of Big
Muddy. Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge
with a variety of projects including trail building,
putting up boundary signs, trash pickups,
educational programs, habitat restoration
projects, water quality monitoring, etc. We also
have booths at festivals at communities along
the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and
Friends of Big Muddy activities. We are
looking for people to lead interpretive hikes,
canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units
(leading these counts as volunteer time,
participation does not count). Most activities
are announced on an e-mail group about 10-14
days before they happen. To subscribe to that
list, send an e-mail to FriendsofBigMuddy-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Activities
generally only require the volunteer to provide
personal care items (water bottle, sun

projection, bug protection, etc.). Exceptions
will be noted in e-mail announcements.
Volunteers can choose to participate only in
the activities that interest them. Projects are
approved.

“Truly it may be said that the
outside of a mountain is good for
the inside of a man.”
~George Wherry,
Alpine Notes and the
Climbing Foot, 1896
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

. President Suzanne Wright 5 Hoomeoeeeoeeeos COMMITTEE CHAIRS --------------------~1
: suzwright@centurytel.net | ‘'Advanced Training TBD T :

| Vice President Steffanie Abel
! StfAbel@yahoo.com

Chapter Historian Pamela Close
' pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us

Communication Rachel Pia

. Secretary Carolyn Doyle Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

carolynddoyle®@netscape.net

Project Approval Sharon Reed

5 Treasurer Alice Havard eugsharona@hotmail.com

(no email address)

......................................................................

573 445-4624
6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd
Columbia, MO 65202

.....................................................................

. Refreshments Jane Fore
' jfore@centurytel.net

| State Advisory Committee Representatives: ! : :
Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright

Chapter Co-adyvisors:
University of Missouri Extension: Kent Shannon,
ShannonD@missouri.edu;
Missouri Department of Conservation: Jeff
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, November 13", 6:30pm.
Extension Office
Program: TBD

State Conference: 2009 to be hosted by Osage Trails Chapter. Dates: TBD.

To promote awareness and citizen
stewardship of natural resources
through science-based education and
community service.

issourl =
ster Naturallst

™
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