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J U L Y  M E E T I N G  

 
 

Missouri River Field trip 
Program: Navigating the River 

 
Thursday, July 10, 6:30-8:30 
Katfish Katy‘s, Huntsdale 

 
Please note departure location change, and 

reservations required. 
 
The July 10th Meeting of the Boone's Lick 
Chapter MMN will be a Missouri River field trip 
and program presented by Tim Haller with the 
Big Muddy Wildlife Refuge at 6:30-8:30pm.  
Tim will explain the basics of river navigation, 
safety and useful information about the 
Missouri River.  This trip should include the 
experience of walking on one of the river's 
island sandbars and a first hand look at 
invasive silver carp.  Because of recent 
flooding the departure location has been 
changed to Katfish Katy's Campground, Boat 
Ramp & Store in Huntsdale located just 17 
minutes and 12.42 miles from Columbia.  An 
evening on the Missouri River is not to be 
missed. 
 
For anyone wanting to carpool we will meet at 
the MU Extension Office on UU with departure 
at 6:00.  Or, you can find Katfish Katy's by 
taking I-70 to UU and Huntsdale, or access UU 
from Gillespie Bridge Road or take Scott Blvd 
or Providence south to K and continue through 
McBaine, then turn left on Grocery Branch 
Road to Huntsdale. Katfish Katy's is toward the 
river (west) and across the Katy Trail.  Please 
watch out for walkers and bikers on the trail. 
Restrooms are located near the boat ramp.  

 
At time of publication this field trip is under 
review by the Advanced Training Committee 
and expected to be approved for 2 hours 
Advanced Training. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Everyone who plans to attend 
needs to RSVP Suzanne at 
suzwright@centurytel.net or by phone, 573-
446-2217, by Monday, the 7th of July so we 
can reserve boats, equipment and captains.  
 
 
For more information on our launch site: 
http://katfishkaty-campground.com/ 
 
 
 

    
P R E S I D E N T I A L  P O N D E R I N G S  

      Suzanne Wright 
 

A Frog Year 
 
2008 has been proclaimed The Year of the 
Frog by the Amphibian Ark, a worldwide 
coalition of amphibian experts.  The celebration 
is to raise awareness about the decline in frog 
and toad populations around the world.  
Environmental contamination, diseases and 
habitat destruction are leading causes in 
population declines. 
 
Few people give much thought to our 
amphibians or their benefits to our forests, 
prairies, rivers, swamps and marshes.  Frogs 
are good indicators of environmental health as 
their bodies readily take in contaminates; and 
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amphibian skin secretions are used in medical 
research to control and cure human diseases.   
 
Missouri has 26 species and subspecies of 
toads and frogs.  As amphibians they live two 
lives, an aquatic larval or tadpole stage and a 
semi-aquatic or terrestrial adult stage.  Most of 
our native species breed in fishless ponds or 
temporary pools.  These small water holes can 
supply breeding habitats for a dozen or more 
species of amphibians.  Small brush piles 
placed in the water near the pond edge will 
provide hiding places for young toads and 
frogs and dead tree branches in the shallow 
water will allow a spot for female frogs to 
attach their egg masses. 
 
As predators frogs and toads consume copious 
amounts of destructive insects, along with 
small spiders and worms.  In turn, they provide 
food for a wide variety of animals (including 
humans with a taste for frog legs).  Their 
predators are fish, turtles, snakes, birds and 
carnivorous mammals – shrews, mink, skunks 
and raccoons.  And Missouri‘s larger species of 
frogs will eat other frogs. 
 
The amazing transformation of tadpole to 
froglet/toadlets to frog/toad is guaranteed to 
fascinate any child (or adult).  Sharing the 
information that a little frog is not just a baby 
frog but a distinct type of frog can broaden the 
appeal and appreciating of amphibians for all 
ages.  
 
I‘ve been working on creating a database of 
the toads and frogs in a designated area for 
the last two years.  In the early stages, I 
wondered if there was a ―Frog-ing by 
Binoculars‖ book similar to the ―Butterflies by 
Binocular Field Guide‖ before I realized there 
was no hope of ever spotting the fast hopping 
frogs.  The best way to identify the different 
species is by voice.  The peeps, trills, whistles, 
grunts and snores are distinctive and with a 
little practice and patience you can recognize 
their various sounds. 
 
Frogs and toads can create a ―closed system‖ 
by closing their mouths and nasal openings 
and forcing air from their lungs over the vocal 

cords into the mouth cavity, then back over the 
vocal cords and back into the lungs.  It‘s a 
rapid back-and-forth movement of air over the 
vocal cords the enables some to enlarge throat 
or expand vocal sac to resonate their calls.  
The volume of sound they can create never 
fails to amaze me.  
 
Missouri‘s toads and frogs are colorful, 
harmless, vocal and valuable.  Their voices 
add enjoyment to our summer evenings and by 
creating a simple vocal database of the frogs 
and toads in your area, we can track 
population of species and numbers of 
individuals in our community.  With awareness 
we can ensure these critters remain a part of 
our Missouri landscape. 
  
For more information pick up a copy of MDC‘s 
pamphlet ―Missouri‘ Toads and Frogs‖ and the 
―Amphibian and Reptile Management 
Guidelines‖.  MDC also has available for sale 
―Toads and Frogs of Missouri,‖ a combination 
audio CD and color poster package which 
includes sound identification for twenty 
Missouri frogs and toads.  
 
Frogwatch USA is a frog and toad monitoring 
program that gives YOU the opportunity to help 
scientists conserve amphibians!  With as little 
as 20 minutes a week you can collect essential 
information to protect frogs and toads.  This 
long-term amphibian study, managed by the 
National Wildlife Federation in partnership with 
the United States Geological Survey, will 
increase awareness of amphibian decline and 
will give you the opportunity to be directly 
involved in gathering information that can 
ultimately lead to practical and workable ways 
to help stop the decline of these important 
species.  For more information on Frogwatch: 
http://www.nwf.org/frogwatchUSA. 
 
 
 
 

       
M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  
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Booneôs Lick Chapter 
Missouri Master Naturalist Meeting 

June 12, 2008 
 
The Boone‘s Lick Master Naturalists met for a 
potluck picnic and their regular monthly 
meeting at 6:30pm, June 12, 2008, at the 
home of Bobb and Sally Swanson.  
 
Present were members and guests, Simeon 
Wright, Sharon Reed, Rachel Carr, Kristin 
Vandeloecht, Susan Gale, Jake Jones, Anna 
Reeves, Bob Reeves, Hugh Harrison, Carol 
Sattler, Camille Freter, Linda and Bill 
Persinger, Vanessa Melton, Sandra Kubal, 
Nate Means, Stephanie, Aneesh and Ajay 
Tosh, Janie and Robert McArthur, Mary 
Williamson, Robert M. Cutle, Bill and JaJuan  
Lauer, Cheryl Hardy, Mark Baltzer, Angela and 
Stu Belden, Marty Beck, Bobb and Sally 
Swanson, Janine Gordon, Jane and Dave 
Fore, Dan Reeves, Kim Lanes, Howard Hinkle, 
Steffanie Abel, Rachel Pia, Cheryl Harrison,  
Carolyn Doyle and Suzanne Wright.  Also 
present were sponsors Don Day and his wife 
Fran, Jeff Koppleman and his wife Maurine, 
Kent Shannon (Boone‗s Lick Chapter‗s new 
UME Advisor), and Syd Hime, State MDC 
coordinator. 
 
After dinner, at about 7:30, President Suzanne 
called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the 
May meeting were accepted as printed. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Prairie Seed Collection:  The meeting site to 
carpool has been changed to the MDC 
Resource Science Center, on College Ave., 
with a 9:00 departure time. The next session is 
scheduled for June 21, to Danville or Tucker 
Prairie.  Later collection dates set for July 17th 
and 31st.  Please check your volunteer 
opportunities listing.  Also make sure you notify 
Suzanne if you want to be on the dedicated 
email list for this project. 
 
The MAPS Bird Banding set for June 14 has 
been cancelled due to high water at Eagle 
Bluffs.  Sessions are scheduled for June 22, 

July 6, July 20, and there will be a make-up 
session on July 25.  Banding has gone well this 
season and a yellow shafted Flicker banded 
last season has been recaptured at another 
location on the Missouri River. 
 
The next Butterfly Capstone date at Overton 
bottoms is June 28th.  Cheryl reports they have 
caught some new species and have completed 
the pinning on the specimens they have 
captured to date.  Wedge Watkins is the 
contact for this Capstone. 
 
Wild Ones are having a Home Tour this 
Saturday, June 14th, at 10:00am, 208 
Anderson Avenue.  Contacts are Scott 
Hamilton and Lisa Beamer. 
 
The Chimney Swift Tower final workday is set 
for Saturday, June 14th, at 3:00 PM.  They will 
be pouring concrete for the tower and will work 
rain or shine.  Contact Vanessa or see the 
Audubon Society website for details. 
 
A Level 1 Stream Team training will be held on 
Saturday, Oct 4th, from 8:30am to 5:00pm, in 
Columbia.  The registration deadline is Sept. 
17th.  You must have taken the Introductory 
Level Workshop previously.  Anyone interested 
should register as soon as possible as the 
training sessions fill up fast.  If you have 
questions about the workshop, call Priscilla 
Stott at 573-526-3406. 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
· Program Committee:  Steffanie Abel 
reported the July meeting will be River 
Navigation, a Missouri river boat trip, with the 
help of the Big Muddy Refuge and Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Meet at Taylor‘s Landing at 
6:30pm.  Watch for final announcements as 
river conditions change. RSVP to Suzanne at 
suzwright@centurytel.net or by phone (446-
2217) as an accurate head count will be 
necessary to insure we have enough boats for 
all who plan to attend. 
· Advanced Training: Co-Chair – Steffanie 
Abel. (another co-chair is being sought) 
Suzanne suggested the Osher Life Long 
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Learning Series has some good programs but 
more research will be needed in order to 
determine eligibility for our purposes.  The Big 
Muddy Wildlife Refuge program given by 
Wedge Watkins on June 3rd was pre-approved 
for Advanced Training.  
· Project Approval: Sharon Reed / Several 
elementary schools have native gardens that 
need maintaining but we need volunteers that 
will organize specific dates and crews for 
routine care on all of the locations.  Email 
Suzanne or Lea if you have suggestions or 
want to ―adopt‖ a specific location.  Jane Fore 
announced Rockbridge Elementary needs their 
arbor rebuilt and the help from a couple of 
strong, experienced carpenters is much 
needed.  Contact Jane or Jody Stotskty if you 
would like to help. 
· Volunteer Opportunities: Contact Suzanne 
if you have upcoming opportunities to report 
and please check the monthly listing for 
approved opportunities. 
· Treasurer‘s Report: No report.  The 
scholarship money that our chapter raised 
during the 2007 State Conference that was not 
used for scholarships during the 2008 State 
Conference will be returned to our chapter.  
Our chapter is in good financial shape and we 
won‘t need to consider charging dues at this 
time.  The Chapter now has our own  tan 
10x10 pop up shelter tent that can be used for 
exhibit days such as Earth Day.  The sun and 
rain protection will be much appreciated.  
· Refreshments: Jane Fore, we need 
someone to volunteer for snacks for the July 
meeting and since it is a river trip field trip, the 
snacks will need to be easily portable. Contact 
Jane or Helen Steinmann. 
· Chapter Historian: No report. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Steffanie Abel and Rachel Pia were presented 
with name pins. 
 
On behalf of the chapter, Suzanne thanked 
Don Day for all his help and encouragement to 
this group since its inception, and we wish him 
well in his retirement. 
 

Don Day introduced Kent Shannon who will be 
replacing Don at the Boone County Extension 
Office when Don retires on July 1st.  Kent will 
also replace Don as our MU Extension Boone‘s 
Lick Master Naturalist Co-Advisor. 
 
Don and Jeff congratulated the graduating 
class of Master Naturalists, who just completed 
their training.  Jeff presented Certificates of 
Completion to the following: Martin Beck, 
Angela Beldon, Susan Gale, Hugh Harrison, 
Howard Hinckle, Kim Lanes, Jamie McArthur, 
Robert McArthur, Nathan Means, Linda 
Persinger, Angela Reeves, Carol Sattler, 
Stephanie Tosh, and Mary Williamson. 
 
2008 State MMN Conference: Bill Lauer 
reported that 13 members from our chapter 
attended the State Conference in Springfield 
and it was an excellent meeting.  Those who 
attended are encouraged to bring their photos 
to the December meeting.  Next year‘s 
conference will be hosted be the Osage Trails 
chapter in Blue Springs, Mo.  
 
State Advisory Board Meeting: Cheryl reported 
there were representatives of all eight MMN 
chapters present for the Advisory Board 
meeting.  One item of discussion was the 
differences in how each chapter handled their 
Capstone projects and whether this needs to 
be made more uniform and mandatory.  The 
minutes of the Advisory Board meeting will be 
made available to the membership. 
 
Suzanne gave a brief summation of the Annual 
Accomplishment Report for 2007.  There was a 
link to this document in the June Dragonflyer 
and all were encouraged to look at the 
information.  Statewide, Master Naturalists 
have provided a third of a million dollars worth 
of volunteer hours this past year.  Suzanne 
thanked the chapter members for their hard 
work and noted their benefit to the wild places 
in Missouri.  
 
Syd Hime, State MDC coordinator was 
introduced, and welcomed.  A new MMN 
chapter has been formed in Cole Camp and 
two more chapters in Camdenton and Franklin 
counties are expected in the Spring of 2009. 
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Sally read a poem to Don Day and on behalf of 
the group, presented gifts to him and to his 
wife Fran and grandchildren Aaron and Micala 
in appreciation of all they‘ve contributed to our 
Chapter.  Don will also be receiving a 
photograph of a Dragonfly by Noppadol 
Paothong after it has been framed. 
 
Sally and Bobb Swanson were thanked for 
their hospitality in hosting the third annual 
MMN June Family Picnic.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm 
 

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary. 
 

M I L E S T O N E S  

 

Dear Master Naturalists: 

I want to thank all of you for participating in the 
Master Naturalist program.  All of you make a 
difference to those around us through the 
volunteer work you do.  I have been privileged 
to work with the program since the start of it.  I 
have enjoyed working with each of you and 
with the three MDC coordinators that have 
been involved.  Working with the program has 
stretched me and caused me to see the world 
in a different way than I did before.  I hope the 
program has had the same effect on each of 
you. 

Thank you for participating in the program and 
for putting up with my bad jokes.  Also, I want 
to thank you for the gifts we received at the 
picnic.  Fran and I will think of the program 
every time we wear the vests.  Fran and I are 
hoping to do a little more volunteer work in the 
community as we both take retirement and 
work only half time in the fall.  I hope to see 
you around.  You are in able hands with Jeff 
and Kent. 

Sincerely,  
Don Day 
 

S T A T E  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L  
R E P O R T  

 

Cheryl Hardy 
 
The Missouri Master Naturalists Statewide 
Advisory Committee (SAC) met on May 16th in 
Springfield, MO.  The items discussed 
included: 
 
 (a) The 2007 MN summary report was 
reviewed (this report was attached to the June 
Dragonflyer.)  This report can be valuable 
information to be shared with our partners or 
partners-to-be.  
 
 (b) We also considered the Teeming With 
Wildlife program which is coordinated by the 
Conservation Federation of Missouri (see 
www.confedmo.org).  Within this program is a 
Conservation Leadership Corp of college 
students who are given opportunities to 
engage in the politics of conservation.  The 
Conservation Federation has its state meeting 
at the end of each February in Jefferson City.  
During this meeting, which is open to the 
public, resolutions are drafted by interested 
parties.  Although this group is a non-partisan 
group, it is basically a political organization and 
therefore the MNs (a non-political organization) 
who participate would do so as individuals, 
rather than participate as representatives of 
our organization.  
 
(c) In previous years, the Missouri Department 
of Conservation has considered developing a 
Junior MN program to include those who are 
18 yrs of age or younger.  That discussion has 
resumed.  Details to follow as they become 
available.  
 
(d) MN Conference 2008: 88 registered MNs; 
13 Boone's Lick MNs participated which was 
the greatest number of participating members 
from any MO MN chapter.  The 2009 MN 
conference will be in Blue Springs.  Details to 
follow as they become available.  No specific 
date has been set yet.  
 
(e) The issue of whether or not capstone 
projects should be mandatory was discussed.  
SAC decided to recommend that capstones be 
"strongly recommended."  Some chapters have 
allowed individually designed and completed 

http://www.confedmo.org/
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capstone projects (e.g., one member 
developed a PowerPoint presentation on a 
topic and then presented it at a monthly MN 
meeting to other members for advanced 
training for other MNs).   
 
(f) The next SAC meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 27th from 10:00am to 
4pm at Runge Nature Center in Jefferson City.  
If you have items for SAC to consider, contact 
Suzanne Wright or Cheryl Hardy who are this 
year's SAC representatives. 
 
 

C H I M N E Y  S W I F T  T O W E R  
P R O J E C T  

 
Vanessa Melton 

 
Well, the chimney swift tower is finally set in 
stone, or concrete I should say.  We had our 
third workday, one of many to go, and after the 
bottom 1/3 of the tower was set in place we 
poured concrete in a form around it.  The tower 
will eventually be 14 feet tall, so this was a very 
important step in the building process.  Join us 
for the next workday, July 27th at 1 pm out at 
Wild Haven where we will be adding the 
remaining sections of the tower and fitting it 
together in its final resting place.  See you out 
there! 
 
 

S T A T E  C O N F E R E N C E  R E P O R T S  

 
 

 
 

 
The Springfield Plateau Chapter hosted the 
2008 MMN State Conference this year, held on 
May 16th through 18th and titled, ―Only in the 
Ozarks – Naturally.‖  The conference was 
based at MDC‘s impressive Springfield 
Conservation Nature Center, but training 
sessions were also held at various locations 
around the city.  Attendance was widespread 
among all the State‘s chapters, including a 
number of Boone‘s Lick members. 
 
There was training addressing every 
naturalist‘s interests; including stream ecology, 
birding, forestry, prairie restoration, seed 
collection, native plant gardening, karst 
exploration, chapter leadership issues, and 
many other topics. 
 
Saturday night‘s banquet was held at 
Springfield‘s massive Bass Pro complex (think 
four times larger than Coumbia‘s). After a great 
buffet meal, State Coordinator Syd Hime 
presented a summary of our organization‘s 
accomplishments during the last year and an 
entertaining ―impersonator‖ of Henry Rowe 
Schoolcraft (a contemporary of Lewis and 
Clark) addressed the crowd concerning 
exploration of southern Missouri in the early 
1800‘s. 
 
While not announced during the banquet, we 
learned that next year‘s conference will be 
hosted by the Osage Trails Chapter in Kansas 
City. 

Bill Lauer 
 

 
Woods Prairie 
 
I went to the Master Naturalist State 
Conference down in Springfield, MO on May 
16th-18th, and one of my sessions that weekend 
was on prairies.  We went to two prairies – 
Woods Prairie and Mt. Vernon Prairie.  Woods 
Prairie was my favorite because of the diversity 
of wildflowers, and who can resist seeing 
Indian paintbrush as far as the eye can see?  
Besides Indian paintbrush I saw birds foot 
violet, lousewort, orange puccoon, Ozark 
spiderwort, wild phlox, shooting star, yellow 
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star grass, cream wild indigo, and others I am 
probably forgetting.  The weather was beautiful 
and so was the scenery.  If you are down 
around the Springfield area, add Woods Prairie 
to your list of places to go. 
 
 
 

 
 

Vanessa Melton 
 
 
 
 
 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
 
Friends of Big Muddy Monthly Program, 
July 8, 7pm  
 
Friends of Big Muddy and Missouri River Relief 
continue our monthly series with evening 
programs about the Missouri River:  
 
Movement, Habitat Use, and Spawning 
Chronology of Flathead Catfish and Blue 
Catfish in the Missouri River and 
Tributaries 
Daniel L. Garrett and Charles F. Rabeni  

Missouri Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Unit, 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences, 
School of Natural Resources,  
University of Missouri, 302 Anheuser-Busch 
Natural Resources Building, 
Columbia, Missouri 65211-7240 
 
Flathead catfish Pylodictis olivaris and blue 
catfish Ictalurus furcatus are native to the lower 
Missouri, Mississippi, and Ohio River basins of 
the central and southern United States.  Both 
species thrive in large rivers and constitute 
significant sport fisheries.  Characterizing 
movement, home range and habitat use has 
become increasingly important due to rapid 
expansion of the sport fishery.  Home range 
information will provide a spatial scale for the 
implementation of future management 
decisions.  When coupled with indicators of 
spawning, this movement data will allow for a 
more informed and holistic approach to catfish 
management.   
 
In April 2006, 37 flathead and 40 blue catfish 
from the lower Missouri River were implanted 
with combination acoustic-radio tags and 
relocated weekly throughout the annual cycle.  
Acoustic tracking by boat was used on the 
Missouri, Lamine, Chariton, and Grand Rivers 
during 2006-2007.  Additional radio tracking 
was conducted via helicopter in July-August 
2006.  In April 2007, 40 additional individuals of 
each species were tagged with acoustic 
transmitters, and a similar tracking design was 
scheduled for 2007-2008.  
 
In 2006, 14% of flathead catfish and 8% of blue 
catfish were relocated in a tributary to the 
mainstem Missouri River during the putative 
spawning period (May 15-July 15).  In 2007, 
tributary usage increased to 18% and 24% for 
flathead and blue catfish, respectively.  Flood 
conditions in May 2007 may have contributed 
to this increase.  Reported exploitation of 
tagged individuals was high in 2006-2007, with 
16% of flathead catfish and 28% of blue catfish 
being harvested.   
 
Between April 2006 and May 2007, the 
majority of flathead (51%) and blue catfish 
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(55%) moved less than 100-river km from 
where they were tagged.  Traditional home 
range estimates for the entire annual cycle 
revealed a mean(max.) of 68.2(356)-river km 
and 109.2(856)-river km for blue catfish and 
flathead catfish, respectively.  Seasonal 
structure to annual movements was evident 
with periods of both restricted (Dec-March; 
July-Sept) and migratory (March-June; Oct-
Dec) behavior.   
 
Future analyses will address space use within 
a defined home range (e.g., kernel density 
estimators), habitat use and reproductive 
hormone levels to estimate spawn timing and 
location.   
 
The program will be held at the Bryant Cabin, 
which is located on the bluff overlooking the 
Missouri River floodplain on part of the Overton 
Bottoms North Unit of the Big Muddy National 
Fish and Wildlife Refuge, across the river from 
Rocheport.  To get to the Bryant Cabin, take 
the Overton/Wooldridge exit off I-70 (exit #111, 
the first exit west of the Missouri River bridge 
at Rocheport). Go north about 300 feet to the 
"T" intersection and turn left on Highway 98.  
Go west seven tenths of a mile and turn right 
on Brady Lane (the first road to the right).  In 
six tenths of a mile, Brady Lane curves ninety 
degrees to the right.  Go straight on the gravel 
drive, going past the Loesing parking area and 
through the open gate.  The lane follows the 
ridge around to the cabin.  A map is on the 
refuge web site, and the Bryant Cabin is in the 
dark "closed area."  Just ignore the ―closed 
area‖ signs, as you have special authorization 
for these programs to enter the area. 
 
 
MoBCI – August 15&16 
Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative (MoBCI) 
2008 Annual Conference will be held August 
15 & 16, 2008 at the Days Inn Conference 
Center in Columbia, MO.  Theme for the 
Conference is Renewable Energy: Is it for the 
Birds? 
 
For more information, check www.mobci.org 
 
 

M E E T  A  C H A P T E R  C O - A D V I S O R  
 
Please welcome Kent Shannon as the new 
Co-Advisor from the Extension Office. 
 
Kent Shannon grew up on a diversified crop 
and livestock farm northeast of Macon, 
Missouri and then attended the University of 
Missouri receiving a BS and MS degree in 
Agricultural Engineering in 1991 and 1993, 
respectively.  Kent started his extension career 
as an Agricultural Engineering Specialist in 
Northeast Missouri at Kirksville in 1992.  He 
moved into the position of Extension Associate 
in Ag Engineering in 1998 as Associate 
Director of the Missouri Precision Agriculture 
Center.  Kent has worked to educate Missouri 
crop producers and their advisors through on-
farm research and providing training and 
consultation on the use of spatial data analysis 
software (GIS, Geographic Information 
System), and GPS (Global Positioning System) 
software and hardware.  Starting July 1, he will 
be moving to the Boone County University of 
Missouri Extension office and serve as Natural 
Resource Engineer in the Central Region. 
 
Kent is married and has a son.  He and his 
family reside south of Centralia.  Kent‘s favorite 
hobbies are attending MU Tiger athletic events, 
NASCAR, hiking, and camping. 
 
 
 

V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Below are the volunteer opportunities for July 
and ongoing projects, as well as 
announcements of other events. Please 
contact the person indicated for more detailed 
information on any of the projects. Note that if 
a project is listed as ―not yet approved,‖ you 
will need to fill out a Service Project Form 
(available at 
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be 
notified via e-mail of the project‘s approval or if 
there are any questions. Once approval is 
granted for any person, it is approved for 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/bigmuddy/overton_bottoms.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/bigmuddy/overton_bottoms.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/bigmuddy/images/map_overton_bottoms_e_public_use.jpg
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/columbia/Projectapproval.htm
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everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one 
form per project. 
  

July Volunteer Opportunities 
 
CACHE Birding Trips  
Every Wednesday, July 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23, and 
30th.  
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society, 
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The 
Audubon Society of Missouri.  
These are birding trips with Bill Clark, former 
president of The Columbia Audubon Society.  
Meet Bill at 7:30am (don‘t be late) at the 
southwest corner of the Parkade Center 
parking lot.  The destination will be decided the 
day of the trip depending on who is there and 
where they want to go.  Contact Bill Clark at 
573-474-4510 to confirm.  Contact Vanessa 
Melton at 573-864-3905 or 
vanndawn@hotmail.com .  
Project is approved.  
 
Bird Banding at Eagle Bluffs - Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivorship 
(MAPS)  
July 6th, 11th, 20th, and 25th, August 8th.   
Sponsored by Audubon Missouri  
The high water at Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
Area has resulted in the cancellation of two 
rounds of banding in June.  Volunteers 
interested in participating should contact 
Suzanne or Vanessa the day before scheduled 
bandings to make sure conditions are 
favorable.  Dress for the field and muddy 
conditions, boots, long pants, sun block, bug 
spray, etc.).  Meet at the south parking lot for 
Pool 12, near the river trail entrance, at 
6:45am.  Rounds will be made every hour until 
the 11:45am run when the nets will be taken 
down.  The session usually concludes by 
1:00pm.  Contact Suzanne Wright at 573-446-
2217 or Suzwright@centurytel.net, or Vanessa 
Melton at 573-864-3905 or 
vanndawn@hotmail.com .  
Project is approved. 
 
Prairie Seed Collection Field Trips/Project/ 
Advanced Training  
July 17 ï Thursday evening ï TBD 

July 31 ï Thursday evening ï Green Area 
(tentative - locations may change) 
August 7 ï Thursday evening  
August 16 ï Saturday morning  
Sponsored by Missouri Department of 
Conservation.  John George has set up a 
schedule of seed collection dates through out 
the late spring, summer and fall.  The collection 
dates will occur on Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings.  John will show us what 
seeds to collect on that date and assist in 
improving our knowledge of prairie plants.  Car 
pooling will be organized by members and 
occasionally include arrangements for a van by 
John George.  Those interested may sign up 
for email/phone notification of changes in the 
schedule related to the weather.  All members 
are welcome to attend any or all of the 
collection field trips but only those on the list 
will receive last minute notification.  Contact 
Suzanne Wright to have your name added to 
the e-mail list: Suzwright@centurytel.net .  
Project is approved as a volunteer opportunity 
and will include some Advanced Training 
hours. 
 
Chimney Swift Tower Capstone Project 
Work Day at Wild Haven, Sun., July 27th, 
1:00pm. 
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.  
This is another work day for the Chimney Swift 
Tower Capstone Project at one of the 
Columbia Audubon Society‘s properties.  Last 
time the bottom 1/3 of the tower was set in 
place with concrete, so this time we will be 
assembling the rest of the tower in its final 
location.  This is a Capstone Project for the ‘08 
training class but all are welcome to help.  
Please remember to wear appropriate clothing 
for this type of work including water, bug spray, 
sunscreen, etc.  Contact Vanessa Melton at 
573-864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com .  
Project is approved. 
  
Butterfly Inventory at Overton Bottoms 
North (2008 Capstone)  
Date/times: Verify with Wedge Watkins 
Sponsored by Big Muddy National Fish and 
Wildlife Refuge and Friends of Big Muddy  
Master Naturalists will capture butterfly and 
moth specimens to continue the inventory that 

mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com
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began in 2006.  Volunteers will want to dress 
appropriate for field work (sturdy shoes or 
boots, long pants, and head covering are 
recommended).  Insect repellant and sun block 
are suggested and volunteers should bring 
water bottles.  We will inventory three areas, so 
expect to spend between two to three hours on 
the project.  We will meet at the main Refuge 
parking lot at Overton Bottoms North @ 10:00. 
The future schedule for July and August looks 
like this. 
July 18 (Friday) 2:30-4:30 
July 21 (Monday) 2:30-4:30 pinning 
July 28 (Monday) 3:00-5:00 
July 29 (Monday) 2:00-4:00 pinning 
August 15 (Friday Night) 8:30-11:30pm MOTH 
COLLECTION  
August 18 (Monday) 2:00-5:00 pinning  
August 21 (Thursday) MU Entomology 
Museum (tentative date, time TBA)  
August 23 (Saturday) 10-12 noon  
August 25 (Monday) 3-5 pinning  
August 28 (Thursday) MU Entomology 
Museum (tentative date, time TBA) 
Contact: Wedge Watkins, 573-441-2788, 
Wedge_Watkins@fws.gov .  
 
To date the inventory has catalogued over 120 
species of butterflies and moths! At the June 
10th evening collection at least 5 new species 
were collected! 
Project is approved. 
 
 

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Bluebird Trail Monitoring - Ongoing 
March through September  
Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.  
The Columbia Audubon Society is looking for 
volunteers to help monitor the bluebird trails we 
have at Wild Haven and Russell Property.  
Wild Haven which is located just north of 
Columbia has around 20 bluebird houses, and 
Russell Property located within Columbia has 8 
bluebird houses.  The bluebird houses have to 
be periodically monitored during the breeding 
season to get an idea of how successful the 
houses are.  Contact: Vanessa Melton at 573-
864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com .  
Project is approved 

  
School Natural Areas - Ongoing  
Many of our area schools that have natural 
areas could use some volunteer assistance.  
Often the staff members and/or parents who 
had the initial idea, time, and energy to create 
these natural areas have since moved on to 
other schools or other projects.  As a result, 
many areas have been neglected to the extent 
that they are less useable as educational 
areas.  Missouri Master Naturalists could be 
helpful in several different types of projects.   
 
Some schools have large areas, including 
prairie and/or woodland areas that may need 
burning or removal of invasive species, or 
introduction of more diversity in the native flora.  
Some schools have small butterfly gardens or 
sensory gardens that need some weeding 
preferably by someone who has some 
knowledge of and interest in native plants.  
Some schools have an interest in a native area 
or rainwater garden, and might appreciate 
some planning and/or installation assistance.   
 
Ideally I would like to connect each school that 
wants help with a MMN volunteer contact 
person (and for large natural areas, perhaps a 
group of MMN Vol.), and if more help is 
needed, that MMN volunteer could call me for 
more MMN volunteers who are available for 
more service hours.  
 
I am compiling a list of needs, and school 
contacts so that I can match up MMN 
volunteers with needs expressed.  (If you know 
of any other schools that could use help of this 
sort, I would like to know about it. . . they do 
not have to be public schools, that is just the 
ones I know of.)  If you are interested in 
volunteering at a particular school, or have a 
particular expertise or type of work you like to 
do, or if you would like to generally assist for a 
few hours, please let me know so that I can 
match you up with an appropriate project.  
There may also be opportunities to help with 
after school garden clubs at some schools.  
So far, these are the schools that I know of that 
have natural areas that could use help:  
  Benton Elementary---new native 
  garden to begin in spring  

mailto:Wedge_Watkins@fws.gov
mailto:vanndawn@hotmail.com
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  Blue Ridge---prairie, woodland,  
 butterfly and sensory gardens  
  Douglas High School—possible new 
  rainwater garden  
  Fairview Elementary—small butterfly 
  garden  
  Hallsville---native garden area to be 
  replanted this spring/summer  
  Harrisburg—interest in a new 
  rainwater garden  
  Midway Heights Elementary---small  
 prairie, raised bed butterfly garden,  
 wetland, erosion area could be 
  rainwater garden?  
  Mill Creek Elementary—wetland, 
  prairie  
  New Haven Elementary—butterfly  
 garden has plants to dig and share with  
 other schools 
  Rock Bridge Elementary---prairie,  
 native plantings, wetland  
  Russell Boulevard Elementary---  
 native garden area 
  Shepard Elementary---native planted  
 courtyard (to be re-planted this spring)  
Contact Lea Langdon at langtrea@gmail.com 
or 447-1257.  
Project is approved. 
  
Students, the Environment, and 
Endangered Species (SEEDS) Ongoing  
Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Missouri Ecological Services Field 
Office  
The future of Missouri‘s environment rests in 
the hands of today‘s youth.  Students, the 
Environment, and Endangered Species 
(SEEDS) is an environmental education 
program developed by the Missouri Ecological 
Services Field Office to promote environmental 
awareness among Boone County‘s youth.  
SEEDS incorporates interactive learning, 
outdoor activities, and hands-on interaction 
between fifth grade students, wildlife, and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service volunteers.  The 
program brings volunteers into the classroom 
to interact with students, and provide teachers 
with information and resources to further 
educate their students on environmental issues 
and endangered species.  The key messages 
of SEEDS include 1) informing students on 

endangered species and their habitats in 
Boone County and 2) how kids can be 
environmentally conscious in their every day 
lives.   
 
Volunteers will lead presentations on Boone 
County endangered species in Columbia 
schools, primarily for the fifth grade level.  
Volunteers will coordinate with wildlife 
educators to bring to the classroom native 
Missouri wildlife, and host book fairs to raise 
funds for the purchase of wildlife books for the 
designated school's media center.  
Additionally, volunteers are encouraged to 
think of new and innovative ways to 
accomplish the Service's mission to connect 
children with nature.  Volunteers with a 
background in education or the environment 
are especially encouraged to participate.  
Contact Becky_Clearwater@fws.gov or Charlie 
Scott at Charlie_scott@fws.gov Phone: 573-
234-2132.  
Project is approved. 
  
Columbia Fishery Resources Office - 
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout 
the year  
Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service  
Volunteers are welcome to join fishery staff for 
day long trips to the field where they will 
collect, tag, and measure fish, and assess fish 
habitat quality.  Volunteers are also welcome in 
the lab to aid in the identification of collected 
fishes and assist in analysis of field data.  
Volunteers are also needed with skills outside 
of the traditional fish biology.  Individuals 
skilled in computers, construction, journalism, 
photography, statistics, teaching or other 
disciplines are welcome and needed.  
Contact: Joanne Grady at 
Joanne_Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext. 
101.  
Project is approved. 
  
Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge 
Memorial State Park Flexible scheduling ï 
Ongoing 
Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge 
Memorial State Park 

mailto:langtrea@gmail.com
mailto:Charlie_scott@fws.gov
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Volunteers are needed to drive to the park's 
four bulletin boards, open and close them with 
a power drill and add/remove flyers and 
posters.  Work can be done on your own time if 
you have your own power drill and vehicle or 
between 8am and 4:30pm if you need to use 
park equipment/vehicle.  Updates are usually 
needed 2-3 times per month during busy 
seasons (April-October), and once a month 
during slower seasons (November-March).  No 
experienced is required but some paperwork is 
required.  One-time volunteers may fill out a 
temporary work agreement (no background 
check required).  If you desire to volunteer 
more than once, state park paperwork and a 
background check must be submitted and 
approved prior to volunteering (so be sure to 
allow at least a week for paperwork 
processing).  Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at 
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov 
or Roxie Campbell at 
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.  
Project is approved.  
 
Raptor Rehabilitation Project - Ongoing  
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project  
The most rewarding volunteer experience ever!  
We have new opportunities for volunteers to 
begin working with birds sooner.  Please 
contact us to set up a 30-minute training 
session just for you, so you can begin to feed 
these amazing creatures.  You can then 
become more familiar with our education birds 
and all of the amazing ways you can interact 
with them and continue educating delighted 
audiences throughout mid-Missouri about the 
importance of wildlife conservation.  This is a 
rare and special opportunity that is not 
available in most areas.  We are truly lucky to 
have the chance to do so, so why not check it 
out?  If you want to first discuss the project with 
a Master Naturalist, contact Diane Kuschel at 
573-881-1425 or dgkb6b@mizzou.edu.  We're 
looking forward to you!  
 
Contact: Contact: Erin West, President at 
eewd76@mizzou.edu to hear more about the 
project and how you can get started training.  
Let her know you're a Master Naturalist and 
heard about the project from Diane!  
Project is approved. 

  
Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip 
Naturalists - Ongoing  
Sponsored by the Missouri Dept. of 
Conservation, the University of Missouri and 
the Prairie Fork Trust.  
Prairie Fork CA has a need for naturalists to 
staff environmental education stations during 
field trips for school students.  Most programs 
take place Monday through Friday from about 
9 am till 2 pm.  Most programs involve 3 small 
group activities from 9am till noon with children 
rotating through the stations and one large 
group activity after lunch.  Help is most needed 
during the morning activities. Prairie Fork 
Conservation Area is a 712 acre wildlife refuge 
owned by the Missouri Dept. of Conservation 
and administered in cooperation with the 
University of Missouri and the Prairie Fork 
Trust.  This conservation area, located about 
35 miles due east of Columbia, was 
established in 1997 by a generous donation 
from Pat Jones.  Prairie Fork was established 
with 3 major goals: 1. Natural Community 
Restoration 2. Conservation Education and 3. 
Ongoing Academic Research in support of 
goals 1 and 2.  Benefits for volunteers (besides 
the warm fuzzy feeling you get from making a 
difference in school kids lives!) could include 
limited access to Prairie Fork, limited 
camping/hiking opportunities, as well as an end 
of season BBQ.  
Contact: Benedict Nagy at (573)254-3262, or 
benedict62@yahoo.com .  
Project is approved. 
  
Friends of Rock Bridge Memorial State Park 
- Ongoing  
Explore Rock Bridge third Saturday of each 
month  
Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bridge 
Memorial State Park  
Explore Rock Bridge provides opportunities for 
the public to explore different resources of the 
state park and to participate in service projects.  
Volunteers needed to assist trip leader with 
hike each month.  Volunteers also needed to 
plan future programs.  Contact: Meredith 
Donaldson at Mjdonlsn@aol.com or 815-9255.  
Project is approved. 
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Landowner Contacts Database ï Ongoing / 
Flexible hours until completed.  
Sponsored by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation  
The volunteer will log landowner contact 
folders by location.  Files date back to the 
1940s and recording assistance provided on 
specific properties in the past will provide an 
account of historical management that will 
allow MDC to better assess the needs for the 
property.  Location: Fulton.  
Contact Josh Stevens at 
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.  
Project is approved.  
 
Friends of Big Muddy Activities - Ongoing 
dates throughout the year.  
Most opportunities are on the units of the Big 
Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge; 
projects are sponsored by Friends of Big 
Muddy.  Friends of Big Muddy helps the refuge 
with a variety of projects including trail building, 
putting up boundary signs, trash pickups, 
educational programs, habitat restoration 
projects, water quality monitoring, etc.  We also 
have booths at festivals at communities along 
the Missouri River to talk about the refuge and 
Friends of Big Muddy activities.  We are 
looking for people to lead interpretive hikes, 
canoe trips, boat rides, etc. on refuge units 
(leading these counts as volunteer time, 
participation does not count).   
 
Most activities are announced on an e-mail 
group about 10-14 days before they happen.  
To subscribe to that list, send an e-mail to 
FriendsofBigMuddy-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  Activities 
generally only require the volunteer to provide 
personal care items (water bottle, sun 
projection, bug protection, etc.).  Exceptions 
will be noted in e-mail announcements.  
Volunteers can choose to participate only in 
the activities that interest them.  
Projects are approved. 
 
 
 

N A T U R E  T R I V I A  ð  
D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

 
----  that a chigger is a "baby mite"?  Chiggers 
do not bite, instead they produce an enzyme 
which dissolves the surface of the skin. 
---  that turtles are the oldest living group of 
reptiles on earth?  There are 22 species of 
turtles in Missouri.  The age of a turtle can be 
determined by examining the lower shell 
(called its plastron).  The scales of the plastron 
have rings on it, like tree rings, that can be 
counted to determine the turtle's age in years. 
 

Cheryl Hardy 
 
 

 
 

C A L L  F O R  C O N T R I B U T I O N S !  
 
Isn‘t it great to read about what your fellow 
Master Naturalists are up to?  We would like to 
read about your experiences, too.  Send 
submissions to Rachel.Pia@gmail.com for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 
 
 

òToday's mighty oak is just 
yesterday's nut that held its 
ground.ó 
   Author Unknown 
 

 
 

2008 OFFICERS 

President            Suzanne Wright  
                          suzwright@centurytel.net 

Vice President Steffanie Abel 
    StfAbel@yahoo.com 
     
Secretary    Carolyn Doyle  
                         carolynddoyle@netscape.net 
 
Treasurer  Alice Havard 
    (no email address) 

573 445-4624 
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6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd 
Columbia, MO  65202 

 

State Advisory Committee Representatives:
 Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Advanced Training  TBD 
     
 
Chapter Historian Pamela Close 
                     pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us 

 
Communication Rachel Pia 
    Rachel.Pia@gmail.com 
 
Project Approval Sharon Reed 
    eugsharona@hotmail.com 

Refreshments Jane Fore 
    jfore@centurytel.net 

Chapter Co-advisors: 
University of Missouri Extension:  Kent Shannon, 
ShannonD@missouri.edu;  
Missouri Department of Conservation:  Jeff 
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov 

 

NEXT MEETING 
August 14, 6:30-8:30 

Geospatial technology f or naturalists.  
Tony Spicci, MDC GIS Coordinator 

Program 6:30-7:30, Business Meeting 7:45-8:30 
This program has been submitted to the Advanced Training committee for approval.  

 

 
 
State Conferences: 2009 to be hosted by Osage Trails Chapter.  Dates: TBD. 
 
 

   To promote awareness and citizen  
stewardship of natural resources  

          through science-based education and 
      community service. 
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