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APRIL MEETING

Thursday, April 10, 2008
6:30-8:30

Talking Trees and Groaning Grasses: How
Plants Communicate with Each Other.

Plants...actually communicate actively with
friends and foes and among themselves.
Come find out how they do it and what they are
saying!

Jack Schultz, PhD
Director, Life Sciences Center, UM
http://plantsci.missouri.edu/faculty/schultz.htm

This program has been approved for advanced
training.

April Refreshments: Dessert: Buffie Balling,
Non-dessert: Sally Swanson, Drinks: Volunteer
Needed
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

Suzanne Wright
Confessions of a Tree Watcher

| spend the winter months with my eyes sliding
along the naked limbs of trees. | search for
bird nests revealed in the branches denuded of
leaves. My gaze slips past the leaf balled
habitats of squirrels but lingers on the

horizontal pattern of sticks that mark the abode
of a raptor. But | also spend my time studying
the trees themselves; the infinite variety of
structures that contribute to the identification at
a glance of a particular type of tree.

The last few years the trees have been hard
pressed. They have been besieged with
summer droughts, the hard late winter freeze
that took last season’s fruit and nut crops and
this winter’s devastating ice storms that
shattered branches leaving the trees wounded
with gashes where limbs tore under the frozen
weight. Tens of thousands of trees across the
state were damaged by ice. While many urban
trees will be nurtured back to health by their
owners with the help of certified arborist our
forest growing trees will fend for themselves.

The Missouri native hardwood oaks, walnuts
and hickories held up fairly well under the ice.
They are well designed for our winters, with
dense wood, sturdy central trunks and
horizontal branches which are capable of
bearing the weight of leaves and nuts. Most
lost only branches already weakened by
diseases or parasites.

Other tree species, such as elms and ashes
with limbs that branch at acute angles were
much harder hit. Because these trees produce
seeds which weigh much less than nuts and
are shed soon after flowering, their branches
are not designed for supporting heavy loads.

Even harder hit were softwood trees like silver
maples, poplars and Bradford pears which lost
all their branches or sheered off near the
ground under the weight of the ice.



http://plantsci.missouri.edu/faculty/schultz.htm

An injured tree immediately begins the process
of healing by compartmentalizing damaged
areas. However, trees that have lost major
limbs, creating large, ragged wounds on the
trunk, have a poor chance for survival. The
openings create entry points for fungi and other
tree diseases and parasites. The effects of
such infections sometimes take years to
become visible as hollow trunks or bulging
cankers. The cold weather will provide the
trees some time for damage control while fungi
and insects and other pathogens are dormant
but many trees will eventually succumb as a
result of the damage.

The loss of limbs to storms is not entirely bad.
Natural pruning is part of normal tree growth
with wind, ice and frost acting as agents to
clear off weak wood. The openings created in
the tree canopy are good for wildlife because
they allow sunlight to reach the forest floor and
stimulate a flush of new vegetation. Downed
wood benefits a wide range of wildlife by
creating natural brush piles. All combine to
increase the variety of food and habitat
available to wildlife. With luck it may improve
the morel harvest for those of us with a taste
for the fungi.

Damaged trees with rotted trunks provide
shelter for squirrels, woodpeckers and other
cavity nesting birds. Endangered Indiana bats
have been observed moving into areas where
many trees had died to set up maternity
colonies and summer roosts beneath the loose
bark of dead trees.

The tons of woody debris on the ground as a
result of the ice will also increase the danger
from wildfire. It's been estimated that storms
early and late in 2007 multiplied the supply of
natural fuels as much as ten times in some
areas. | wonder if our “wettest winter on
record” will contribute even more uprooted
trees if combined with high winds this spring
when the trees emerge from dormancy and
begin leafing out.

For the last three decades my first view on the
world every morning is the woods behind our
house. It has served as my personal

classroom and study in the succession of
forest ecology. Sunday after the last rain |
discovered the old woodpecker hole riddled
walnut has given up the fight and now lies on
the ground. | will miss seeing its unique
vertical silhouette among the rest that comprise
the woodland landscape.

When viewing something as stalwart as a tree
it can be difficult to remember they are
constantly changing and the forests for our
children and grandchildren are shaped today.

As always | will be watching the trees and
admiring their magnificent presence in the
natural world as they wake from another winter
to mark the passage into spring.

MEETING MINUTES

Boone’s Lick Chapter
Missouri Master Naturalist Meeting
March 13, 2008

The Boone’s Lick Chapter of Missouri Master
Naturalists met at 6:30pm on Thursday, March
13, 2008, at the Boone County Extension
Office, Hwy UU, Columbia, MO. Present were
Suzanne Wright, Howard Hinkson, Laura
Sweets, Lucky McMurtrey, Alice Havard, Dan
Reeves, Carolyn Doyle, Hugh Harrison,
Steffanie Abel, Troy and Janine Gordon, Jack
Burks, Robert McArthur, Jerry Nichols, Kim
Lanes, Sally Swanson, David Melegrito,
Rachel Pia, Jane Fore, Helen Steinmann, Mary
Jane Wheeling, Stephanie Tosh, Marie
Scruggs, Buffie Balling, JaJuan Lauer, Bill
Lauer, Rebecca Allen, Meredith J. Donaldson,
Vanessa Melton, and Sharon Reed. Also
attending were chapter co-advisors Don Day,
UM Extension and Jeff Koppelman, Missouri
Dept. of Conservation.

President Suzanne called the meeting to order
at 6:30, and introduced our speaker, Noppadol




Paothong, photographer with the Missouri
Department of Conservation, who presented a
program on nature photography. His photos
appear in the Conservationist magazine, the
MDC calendar and other publications. He
gave a power-point presentation of his
marvelous photos, and answered questions
from the floor.

Suzanne called a break at 8:00, for
refreshments, and called the business meeting
to order at 8:10.

The spring Training Class is now in session,
and Don continues to coordinate volunteers
from this chapter to host the sessions. He will
remind hosts by email when they are
scheduled. If you have not yet signed up,
please contact Don.

A draft of the Boone’s Lick Chapter guidelines
will be sent to all active members by email
attachment or mailed in hard copy form.
Suzanne asks that members please take the
time to read and list recommendations or
revisions for this document. Following review,
the finalized document will be presented for
approval by the chapter later this
spring/summer. Watch the Dragonflyer and
monthly agenda for updates.

A short open board meeting will follow this
meeting.

A sign-up sheet is available for a dedicated
email notification list for the Prairie Seed
Collection project.

Upcoming Events:

* Wildflower Walks: Randal Clark will be
leading his annual wildflower walks, starting
Wednesday March 26", thru May 14", at
5:30pm. Meet at the Devil's Icebox parking lot.
* The 2008 MO. MN State conference is May
16™-18", in Springfield Mo., hosted by the
Springfield Plateau MMN Chapter.
Registration fee is $70.00, (early bird $50.00
by the 2" week in April). Late registrations will
be accepted until May 2". Chapter

scholarships are available, for information
contact Don Day.

. thCIean-Up Columbia day is Saturday, April
12",

* Bradford Farm’s bird-watching and plant
sale is Saturday, April 12™. The birding tour
starts at 7am. Those interested in the tour are
asked to RSVP by calling 573-289-2018. The
plant sale begins at 9:00am. Four vendors will
sell shrubs, trees and other landscaping plants.
* Bio-Blitz 2008 will be sometime in
September, and MMN volunteers may lead
some of the walks. Contact information will be
available on the MMN website.

* Earth Day is April 20™.

* Trail Side Nature Expo is June 7, 8:00am
to 12 noon, and MMN will have a booth.

* Eagle Bluffs-- Wood Duck banding will be
approximately July 1%, and rocket banding
around July 15™. Wood Duck Monitoring will
be May through June. Contact Tim James at
Eagle Bluffs: Tim.James@mdc.mo.gov.

Program Committee: Steffanie reports next
month’s speaker is Jack Schultz, PhD,
Director, Life Sciences Center, UMC, on plant
communication. This program has been
approved as advanced training.

Troy had two volunteer opportunities not listed
in the Dragonflyer. On April 12, the Friends of
Big Muddy are sponsoring guided tours at
Arrow Rock, illustrating the connections
between the historic town and the Missouri
River. Trail guides are needed. On April 13, at
9:00am, the Friends of Big Muddy will be
planting 400 trees in the Overton Bottoms,
North. Volunteers are also need to help plant.
For more information on these projects, contact
Troy.

For other on-going volunteer opportunities,
please see the Dragonflyer.

Standing Committee Reports:

Advanced Training: The March and April
sessions of Saturday Morning Science at the
MU Life Sciences Center have been approved
as advanced training. For times, topics, and
directions, see the Dragonflyer. The programs




for the March and April chapter meetings are
also approved. The committee is working on
an on-going list of advanced training
opportunities.

Project Approval: The Department of Natural
Resources will be conducting an inventory of
various trees and other plants in the area,
monitoring dates of leaf-out, blossoming, etc.
This project is approved.

Refreshments: Jane asked for those who have
not yet signed up to bring snacks and drinks for
the meetings, to please do so. It won’t be
necessary to sign up for June, as that meeting
will be a picnic, probably at Sally’s.

Announcements:

Suzanne announced Don Day’s up-coming
retirement from Extension as of July 1% On
behalf of the Chapter, she presented him with
a Dragonfly pin, and proclaimed him an
honorary member of the Boone’s Lick Chapter
of Master Naturalist.

Please submit: articles to Rachel Pia for the
Dragonflyer, projects to Troy for Volunteer
Opportunities, and items to Suzanne for next
month’s agenda. They need to be received by
the 2" Monday after the meeting, March 24™.

Meredith states that the Friends of Rockbridge
needs board members, especially those with
knowledge of nature, the law or finances.
Contact Meredith or the Friends of Rock Bridge
for more information.

Troy says the Friends of Big Muddy continues
to have informative programs on the second
Tuesdays of the month. On March 11, the
subject was on Form, Flow and Sediment in
the Missouri River. On April 8", the subject will
be Missouri Mussels. Please refer to
Upcoming Events in the newsletter.

Suzanne reports the photo packet from our tri-
fold display is missing, and photos will need to
be replaced. Meredith moved we authorize

funds for the replacements, motion seconded
and passed.

Vanessa reported on the Adopt-A-Spot, which
IS located on State Farm Parkway. It is being
designed and planted by an Eagle Scout
candidate, and will be maintained by this MMN
chapter.

Don says hosts are needed for the new class
session April 7th, at Rockbridge, for a fieldtrip
May 3", and classes May 5™ and 12™.

Treasurer’s Report:

Alice gave the treasurer’s report, showing a
previous balance of $4306.83, a deposit of
$1500.00, and current balance of $5806.83.
The $1500.00 deposit is from class
registrations, and a portion of that will be sent
to MDC.

Suzanne says the member roster is being
updated.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary

Boone’s Lick Master Naturalists
Board Meeting
March 13, 2008

The meeting of the Board of the Boone’s Lick
Master Naturalists was held March 13, 2008, at
the MU Extension Office, shortly after the
regular meeting. Present were board members
Suzanne Wright, Rachel Pia, Alice Havard,
Meredith Donaldson, Steffanie Abel, Jane
Fore, Sally Swanson, and Carolyn Doyle. Also
present were co-advisors Jeff Koppelman,
MDC and Don Day, UM Extension.

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 by
President Suzanne.

1. A discussion was held regarding programs
at meetings being approved as advanced
training, and whether we could back-approve
previous programs. It was felt that all our




programs should meet the requirements for
advanced training. An information folder
should be maintained containing all advanced
training sessions, for future reference.

In order to obtain pre-approval for programs,
the program chair should get the proper form to
the coordinator for that program, who would
complete it and get it to the Advanced Training
Committee for their OK.

2. Our membership roster is being updated,
with those members who have logged hours
being considered as active.

3. Anyone still needing computer forms,
(Project Approval, Advanced Training, etc.),
please contact Suzanne or Don.

4. A list of past MMN handouts, which we
received in our initial training, will be
forthcoming, so they can be coordinated with
programs.

5. Jeff, Suzanne, and Marie Scruggs have
been working on chapter guidelines, which will
be presented to the board for their
consideration and comments. The board will
vote, then present to the full membership. A
30 day advance notice is required for the full
membership vote.

One item of the guidelines, concerning
attendance at training classes, needed more
immediate attention. Rachel moved that while
participants are expected to attend all training
classes, one absence without make-up will be
granted; additional absences due to special
circumstances, such as medical problems,
family illness, accidents, etc., should be made
up by arrangement. Motion was seconded
and passed.

6. Suzanne asked that officers and committee
chairs communicate with each other on their
various projects, leading to coordination
between programs, field trips, and advanced
training, with long-range possibility of volunteer
activity.

Committee Chairs and members are:

A. Advanced Training co-chairs, Mary
Jane wheeling and Steffanie Abel;
members Sally Swanson and Meredith
Donaldson.

B. Project Approval: chair. Jack Dillard;
members Sharon Reed and Janine
Gordon.

C. Program Committee: chair, Steffanie
Abel; members, Sally Swanson, Buffie
Balling, and Carolyn Doyle.

D. Communications: chair, Rachel Pia.

7. Suzanne says we will compile an ongoing
list of approved volunteer projects and
Advanced training.

8. Suzanne will invite the Heart of Missouri
Master Gardeners chapter to our next meeting,
on plant communication. Possibly other
interested groups may be invited, depending
on available seating.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40.

Carolyn Doyle, Secretary

MILESTONES

Don Day was made an honorary Master
Naturalist, and received his dragonfly pin at the
March meeting. Congratulations and many
thanks!

STARTING A NEW CHAPTER:
COLE CAMP

Submitted by Donnie Nichols

On February 28 of this year the newly formed
Master Naturalist class met for their very first
meeting in the Vocational Ag. classroom at the
Cole Camp High School. With 28 members it
is not only one of the newest, but the largest
Spring Master Naturalist Class this year. |
have been fortunate enough to become
involved and help in a small way with this new




chapter. A little history as how this came
about.

In early 2007 | was reading about the Master
Naturalist program in the Missouri
Conservationist, and knew it was something |
wanted to be involved with. There was one
small catch. The last sign up date was only
one day away. | had no enrollment form, and
even if | did it would not make it through the
mail in time to meet the deadline. At that time
Ginny Wallace was the Master Naturalist
Program Coordinator for the Missouri
Department of Conservation (the position now
held by Syd Hime). | called Ginny and
explained my situation. She suggested and
encouraged me to start a Master Naturalist
Class in my area. | felt it would be best to go
through the program and become a Master
Naturalist first, so Ginny sent me the necessary
forms assuring me | still had time to enroll.
She also sent me the Missouri Master
Naturalist Program Chapter Chartering
Guidelines for future reference. The two
closest Master Naturalist Chapters to me were
the Springfield Plateau Naturalist (Springfield),
about an hour drive, and the Boone’s Lick
Chapter (Columbia), a two hours drive. | chose
the Boone’s Lick Chapter because they were
offering a Spring class and the Springfield
class wasn’t going to meet until Fall. Itis
because of that choice that | actually became
involved with the new Cole Camp Master
Naturalist Chapter.

| met John George for the first time when he
spoke to our MN class about Missouri prairies,
and again when he led the field session at
Tucker Prairie. In May, while attending the
State Master Naturalist Conference, | talked
with John about helping with some prairie
restoration, perhaps closer to where 1 live.
About everything | was involved with in regards
to Master Naturalist activities required about
four hours driving. John through e-mail
introduced me to Emily Horner, Natural History
Biologist out of the Clinton office, and to Steve
Cooper, Wildlife Management Biologist out of
the Sedalia office. Both are involved in prairie
restoration projects in Pettis and Benton
counties. As a result of those connections, in

August | received an e-mail from Korey Wolfe
with Audubon of Missouri informing me that a
new Master Naturalist Chapter was being
formed in the Cole Camp area; both Emily and
Steve had referred him to me, and would | be
interested in helping with the new chapter. He
invited me to attend a meeting at the Cole
Camp City Hall September 13. That is the
rather convoluted way | became fortunate
enough to become involved with the new
Master Naturalist Chapter in Cole Camp.

The events that led to the actual formation of
the Cole Camp Master Naturalist Chapter go
back a bit further. Cole Camp, like so many
small Missouri towns, seemed to be slowly
dwindling away. R.E. Harris, the late mayor of
Cole Camp, in a letter to State Senator Delbert
Scott, sparked a partnership between Audubon
of Missouri, the Missouri Department of
Conservation and the City of Cole Camp with
the goals of restoring Greater Prairie Chicken
habitat and developing ways to use the area’s
grasslands to economically benefit the citizens
in and around the city of Cole Camp. A
steering committee was formed. Audubon of
Missouri appointed Korey Wolfe Director of
Grassland Restoration. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service(USFWS), Missouri Department
of Natural Resources (DNR), USDA/Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Soil
and Water Conservation District (SWCD), MU
Cooperative Extension and Cole Camp/Hi
Lonesome Conservation Opportunity Area
Partnership came on board as partners.

Korey developed a five year plan (FY07-FY11)
consistent with Recommendations for
Recovery of Greater Prairie Chickens in
Missouri and Audubon’s Important Bird Area
(IBA) goals. A Cole Camp Community
Conservation Strategic Plan was formed to
help create landscape capable of supporting a
sustainable population of Greater Prairie
Chickens which in turn create habitat needed
for the entire suite of declining birds and other
grassland obligate species. Greater Prairie
Chickens are considered an indicator species
since they tend to indicate quality prairie
habitat that is also capable of supporting other
prairie-dependent species.




One of Korey’s objectives in his five year plan
was to start an area Master Naturalist Chapter.
Max Alleger, Private Land Conservationist for
the Missouri Department of Conservation, and
a Missouri Prairie Foundation Technical
Advisor, along with Gene Schnitze and Connie
Mefford with the Benton County Extension
Office are the chapter advisors. Because of
the area’s close proximity to and association
with prairies and grasslands, some of our
projects will emphasize prairie research and
restoration. We will be monitoring grassland
bird populations on Mora and Hi Lonesome
Conservation Areas. We will also monitor
Bobwhite quail on these areas. We will be
involved in monitoring vegetation structures to
help characterize nesting and brood-rearing
habitat available to prairie chickens and other
grassland birds. We will also help measure
vegetation changes and other species of
concern such as the blacknose shiner and
prairie mole cricket. We will also monitor
Mead’s Milkweed and help with seed collection
and restoration of prairies and glades in the
area. We will be involved with the city of
Warsaw, helping with an ongoing project of
trails in and around the town. The local golf
course at Warsaw plans to reduce some of the
maintenance costs by putting some of the
course back to native plants. We will also be
helping with this project.

| am going to work toward some participation
between the Master Naturalist Chapters on
existing projects and perhaps some new
shared projects. For example, | plan on
bringing members of the Cole Camp Chapter
with me to the butterfly and moth collections,
and hopefully some from the Boone’s Lick
Chapter will come spend some time with us on
the prairie or other projects.

| am truly privileged to be a part of such an
outstanding organization that has the potential
to become a great driving force, and make a
difference in how people view and interact with
our natural environment. It’s a difference that
grows with each new Master Naturalist and
expands with his or her associations with
others. A force that has the opportunity to

perpetuate itself so that we of today will have
made a positive impact for all the tomorrows to
come.

ADOPT-A-SPOT UPDATE

Submitted by Vanessa Melton

| gave an update at the last monthly meeting
on the Adopt a Spot we will be managing from
this year forward, and | wanted to share it with
the whole group. | spoke with Derek Moeller
last month who is designing the bed and will be
doing most of the planting, and he showed me
the layout he had in mind for the wildflower
garden. Here is the list of plants and grasses
needed for the bed: Columbine, Aromatic
Aster, Sky Blue Aster, Ohio Spiderwort, Goat's
Beard (Aruncus dioicus), Roseshell Azelea,
Prairie Dropseed (seeds would be better),
Prairie Blazing Star (Liatris pycnostachya),
Indian Paintbrush, Lemon Horsemint
(Monarda citriodora), Partridge Pea, Trumpet
Creeper, Crested Iris, Little Bluestem, and
Prickly Pear. If any of you wildflower garden
lovers have any of these plants you would like
to share, or if you know of another person who
is needing to thin out their garden please let
me know. Derek originally had an April
planting day in mind, but from what | am
hearing so far planting may continue into the
summer. If there will be a work day in April
Master Naturalists are more than welcome to
come out and help, and the same thing would
go for planting workdays later this year. If you
are interested in helping out let me know and |
will keep you updated as things progress. You
can reach me at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com.

FORESTRY FOCUS
New annual report

Are you curious to learn more about forestry-
related research conducted by the Resource
Science Division and our collaborators? Our
new annual report, Forestry Focus, gives




resource managers an insight into current and
proposed research in support of sustainable
and healthy forest communities.

Don't worry: you don't need a lot of time to read
this report! It is presented as quick summaries,
grouped by category, with links provided for
those who want more in-depth information.

The PDF is 1.3 mb, and takes less than a
minute to download on most servers.

http://mdcsharepoint/sites/resourcescience/Do
cuments/Annual%20Research%20Reports/For
estry%20Focus%202007.pdf

Susan Farrington
Plant Community Ecologist
Missouri Department of Conservation

UPCOMING EVENTS

Training Class Sessions,
Extension Office, 6-9pm, unless otherwise
noted.

April 7: Field Trip to Rockbridge State Park
Know the Dark & Karst and a tour of Connor
Cave. Kathryn DiFoxfire, Rockbridge State
Park

April 14: Extension Office
Stream Ecology — Ange Corson, MDC
Fish Ecology/Fish ID -Jeff Koppelman, MDC

April 19: Field Trip
Missouri River — Troy Gordon

April 21: Extension Office

Introduction to Missouri Birds — Andy Forbes
Managing Wildlife Populations — Lonnie
Hansen, MDC

April 28: Extension Office

Missouri Spring Wildflowers — Nadia
Navarrete-Tindall

Missouri Prairies — John George, MDC

Alumni are welcome to attend the classroom
sessions.

Andy Roberts and The Blind Anglers of the
Big Muddy: Tuesday, April 8th at 7:00pm
Friends of Big Muddy and Missouri River Relief
continue our monthly program series with
evening programs about the Missouri River.
The April program will feature U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service biologist Andy Roberts and
The Blind Anglers of the Big Muddy, discussing
the freshwater mussels of the Missouri River.
Details and directions on our programs web
page:
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org/program.htm

Clean up Columbia — Saturday, April 12
Sign up on the City’s website,
www.gocolumbiamo.com.

Wild Ones Meeting: Saturday, April 12"
Rock Bridge Wildflower Walks

This spring marks the 26" year that Randal
Clark will be leading his annual wildflower
walks at Rock Bridge State Park. Join him
every Wednesday from March 26" through
May 14™ at 5:30 pm to see Spring come alive
in Rock Bridge. The walks will begin at the
Devil’s Ice Box parking lot, and to find him just
look for the group of people staring down at the
grass. Walks generally last 2-3 hours (and the
conversation may continue over dinner at a
local restaurant.)

Native Plant Sale

April 14, 9am to noon, Bradford Research and
Extension Center, 4968 Rangeline Road. In
addition to numerous native plant vendors,
several educational sessions are being offered,
including a rain garden installation
demonstration, tips for gardening on less-than-
perfect sites, cost-share information, spring
wildflowers program and more. A special bird
watch tour begins at 7am. To participate in i,
RSVP to Nadia Navarette-Tindall at (573) 289-
2018.
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CAS Program: Conor P. McGowan, PH.D
Candidate-Conservation Ecologist:
Management and Protection of Rare or
Endangered Species Including the Piping
Plover.. April 16", 7:30pm.

Wild Haven Work Day.

Columbia Audubon: Saturday, April 19",
9:00am. Spring training Class Capstone and
CAS Wild Haven Work Day — Chimmney Swift
Tower. Installation of the concrete pad /
Contact Vanessa at vanndawn@yahoo.com for
directions and information.

Earth Day — April 20™ MMN will have a booth
in EcoAlley. Contact Suzanne to sign up.

River Clean Up: Saturday, April 26",
Hartsburg, MO, 9:00am to 3pm...rain or shine.
Clean-up headquarters: Dept of Conservation
Hartsubrg Boat Access / Call Missouri River
Relief 573-443-0292 for details or visit
www.riverrelief.org.

National Arbor Day: April 26™

Arbor Day Tree Give Away: April 26™

City of Columbia and TreeKeepers tree give-
away, ARC parking lot, 1701 West Ash St. 9:00
AM until noon or while quantities last. Contact
Office of Volunteer Services 874-7499 or
gocolumbiamo.com for more information.

Saturday Morning Science — MU Life
Sciences Center.

“These are not your typical science lectures.
Expect to be entertained, to see
demonstrations, to learn a lot, and — best of all
— to want to come back for more. No science
background is required. All ages are
welcome.” Free and open to the public;
bagels, coffee and juice available beginning at
10, lecture begins at 10:30.

Life Sciences Center, Monsanto auditorium.
Enter on Rollins. Park in the Virginia Ave
garage, about 2 blocks away.

April Schedule

4/5: What the Bugs in Your Yard Talk About.
Rex Cocroft. A typical backyard contains an
alien, vibrating soundscape that is not audible
to humans but does carry important messages
between communicating insects — some of
which may be talking about you! Come learn
what they are saying.

NB: This session has been approved as
Advanced Training.

4/12: Viruses Through the Ages. Marc
Johnson. Viruses have had profound effects
on human history. This discussion will reveal
some of the unexpected ways viruses have
affected our lives and some of the
extraordinary ways people have combated
them.

4/19: Winners and Losers in Climate Change.
Tom Whitham, Northern Arizona University.
What does climate change mean for
biodiversity, preservation in national parks, a
rapidly growing human population, and an
economy based on cheap water? The
American Southwest, a “hot spot” of climate
change, may hold the answers.

4/26: What Happens in the Life of a Tree?
Rose-Marie Muzika. An individual tree can be
hundreds of years old. How do we know what
a tree might have experienced over the
centuries? Trees keep a record of fires,
droughts, temperature extremes, insect
outbreaks, and more. We will explore and
interpret growth rings to unravel the mysteries
of a tree’s life.

NB: This session has been approved as
Advanced Training.

More info: http://satscience.missouri.edu

MMN State Conference, May 16-18

“Only in the Ozarks — Naturally”

Registration packets have been mailed and
should have been received by all Chapter
folks. Please note the registration deadlines:
Early Registration prices are good until April
25, late registrations will be accepted until May
1%'. Don’t miss out! Register early.
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Trail Side Nature Expo — June 7"

MEET A MASTER NATURALIST

Vanessa Melton

1. What is the reason you became a Master
Naturalist?

| heard about the program a few years ago
while having lunch with Scott Hamilton and
Celeste Mazzacano after completing water
guality monitoring that day on the Hinkson, and
| heard Celeste raving about the class (she
was taking it that year). She was talking about
all the different things she was learning in the
class, and | thought it sounded like a great
program. Even though | belong to several
environmental/nature-related organizations, |
don’t tie myself to a particular one. | am not
just a birder or just a botanist; instead | enjoy
all aspects of nature, and what better way to
learn more about those aspects is there than
being a Master Naturalist?

2. Most amazing, bizarre, disgusting, odd or
awe-inspiring thing you have seen or
experienced in the course of Master Naturalist
activities?

| think the most bizarre and disgusting thing |
have seen would have to be the night time
collection at Overton Bottoms for the Butterfly
survey last year. | know most of you have
heard the story, but watching all those insects
crawling on the sheet in front of the black light
and then on the people standing in front of it
takes the cake for bizarre and disgusting for
me. | am not a fan of bugs and I can tolerate
them up to a point, but seeing that many could
only enjoyed from a distance. The most
amazing part though was watching the great
plains toad come up out of the shadows to
feast on the buggie buffet. He or she filled up
quickly, but we had plenty of time to get
amazing looks at it before it headed off into the
darkness.

3. Favorite service project thus far?

My favorite service project by far is bird
banding with Andy Forbes. Andy is an
exceptional birder, and hearing his stories of

past banding experiences and working in the
field is incredible to someone who enjoys birds.
And being able to hold wild animals that |
normally only see through binoculars is
astonishing. One of the birds we banded was
a prothonotary warbler, and up until that point |
had never even seen one in the wild. It was
only a picture in a bird book, and being able to
not only see one up close but to hold it is an
experience | will treasure for many years to
come.

4. Favorite Missouri native?

My favorite Missouri native bird is northern
bobwhite. | love being on bird walks and
seeing them quickly fly up when spooked
because they wait right until you are almost on
top of them before they fly. And their call is
unmistakable. Nothing says “Prairie or
Savannah” to me like a northern bobwhite call.

| don’t have a particular favorite Missouri native
wildflower though. | love seeing all the spring
ephemerals come up each year, but the
summer and fall wildflowers are no less
beautiful. If I had to choose one though, |
would say Indian paintbrush. | didn’t realize
until a few years ago that they come in more
colors than just red. | saw a field of them once
where a portion of the flowers were the typical
red, but some were yellow and some were
orange. That was a beautiful sight.

5. Something folks would never guess about
you?

Some of you may already know this, but | am a
complete weather geek. | have been keeping
a weather journal for 4 and ¥z years now, and
the last two years | have started keeping photo
documentation of amazing clouds, hail, snow,
etc. So if you see me staring up at the sky or
taking pictures of the clouds - that is why. My
ultimate goal is to see a tornado and take
photos of it without hurting myself in the
process, so now all I have to do is convince
David to go with me on a tornado chasing
expedition that is offered in Kansas one of
these summers.

6. Anything else you'd like us to know?
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No, | don’t guess so. | just hope everyone is
out and about enjoying Spring, whatever your
favorite part of it may be!

ADVANCED TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Introductory Water Quality Monitoring
Workshop

Register by 4/30, Workshop 5/17.

Columbia's Stream Team introductory
workshop registration deadline is Wednesday,
April 30th. The workshop will be held
Saturday, May 17" 8:30am to 5:00pm at the
Boone Electric Cooperative office 1413
Rangeline Street. Attendance is limited to 30
people per workshop. Bring a sack lunch and
wear outdoor clothing and boots. Questions
can be answered by calling Priscilla Stotts at
573-526-3406. To register online, go to:
http://mostreamteam.org/online_intro.htm

Or, leave a message on the Stream Team
Voice Mail: 1-800-781-1989.

Saturday Science — Two of the April sessions
have been approved as Advanced Training.
See the full descriptions under Upcoming
Events, Saturday Science.

4/5: What the Bugs in Your Yard Talk About.
Rex Cocroft.

4/26: What Happens in the Life of a Tree?
Rose-Marie Muzika.

APRIL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer Opportunities

Below are the volunteer opportunities for April
and ongoing projects, as well as
announcements of other events. Additional
information on each project is at:
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/VolunteerOpportunities/Volunteer%20
Opportunities%200804.pdf. Please contact the

person indicated for more detailed information
on any of the projects. Note that if a project is
listed as “not yet approved,” you will need to fill
out a Service Project Form (available at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/c
olumbia/Projectapproval.htm). You will be
notified via e-mail of the project’s approval or if
there are any questions. Once approval is
granted for any person, it is approved for
everyone, so it is only necessary to submit one
form per project.

Also included are the capstone projects for the
2008 class. Previous year’s graduates are
encouraged to participate in these projects to
help mentor them into the Master Naturalist
program!

2008 Capstone Projects

Butterfly Inventory at Overton Bottoms
North

Sponsors: Big Muddy National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge and Friends of Big Muddy
Contact: Troy Gordon, 573-424-9051,
friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or Wedge
Watkins, 573-441-2788,

Wedge Watkins@fws.gov.

Description: Participants will conduct an
inventory of butterfly species at the Overton
Bottoms North Unit of the Big Muddy National
Fish and Wildlife Refuge (across the Missouri
River from Rocheport). Butterflies will be
captured and identified. Some specimens will
be preserved and mounted to create a voucher
reference collection for the refuge. Some may
also be mounted to use in a display for a future
visitor's center for the refuge. Data from the
inventory will also be used to begin a butterfly
list for the refuge unit. Dragonflies and
damselflies will also be captured when possible
to begin a list for these species as well.

There will be three to four field trips of about
three hours and butterflies will be sampled in
different habitats on the refuge. There will also
be one or two night collection field trips to
capture moths. Biologists will participate in the
field trips to assist in identification. After field
trips, participants will pin specimens collected,
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usually the same day or the next morning.
Participants will also have at least one work
day in the MU Entomology Lab, identifying
specimens collected.

Estimated time to complete the project: The
field trips will be held from April through July,
with each participant working 10 to 12 hours.
After that, additional butterfly identification
opportunities will be available later in the
summer if anyone is interested in working
additional volunteer hours, but these are not
required to complete the capstone project.

Time Frame: The field trips will be scheduled
at times that are convenient for as many
people as possible. Pinning specimens after
field trips and research to identify specimens
will usually be done weekdays during office
hours. Note it is not necessary to participate in
all field trips to do this capstone. It is expected
volunteers will participate only in the dates that
fit with their schedule, although it is hoped
each participant will attend at least one field
trip, one pinning session, and one ID session.

Resources provided: The Big Muddy National
Fish and Wildlife Refuge and/or Friends of Big
Muddy will provide all necessary identification
books, and butterfly capture, preservation, and
mounting equipment. Volunteers will want to
dress appropriate for field work (sturdy shoes
or boots, long pants, and head covering are
recommended). Insect repellant and sun block
are suggested and volunteers should bring
water bottles.

Native Prairie Establishment

Sponsor: Boone County Extension Center
Contact: Don Day, 573-445-9792,
daydr@missouri.edu; John George,
John.George@mdc.mo.gov

Description: Participants will plan the
establishment of a native prairie demonstration
area at the Boone County Extension Center.
They will begin the work of establishment of
this prairie for use as a demonstration for
Master Naturalist programs and Master
Gardener programs. Depending on the

season, this project may need to be completed
by a committee of the Master Naturalist
program.

Estimated time to complete the project:
Planning will take a minimal amount of time.
Application of herbicide to kill present
vegetation will be the first step. This will take
approximately two hours. Planting will take
three to four hours.

Weeding and monitoring will take four to five
hours. All the times are approximate. The
total of the capstone will likely be ten to fifteen
hours. This project will require some
maintenance time beyond the capstone and
should be taken on as an ongoing project.

Time Frame: Planning can begin any time
after the start of the spring class. Weed control
will start as soon as the grass begins to grow in
the spring. Establishment of plants will start in
early summer.

Resources provided: The Missouri Department
of Conservation and the Boone County
Extension Center will furnish all supplies.

Chimney Swift Tower Construction Project
Sponsor: Columbia Audubon Society
Contact: Vanessa Melton (573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com) or Harold Anderson
(573-474-3185 or andersonka@centurytel.net)

Description: Columbia Audubon Society has
four properties in its possession providing
habitat to all sorts of wildlife. We are
constantly working to improve the habitat types
on the properties, sometimes providing
“artificial” habitat such as a chimney swift
tower. In some areas chimney swift population
numbers are decreasing, and as with many
species in decline it is due mainly to loss of
habitat.

Chimney swifts originally nested in hollowed
out trees or possibly caves, but with the
industrialization of America and an increase in
population growth as well as chimneys their
original habitat was subject clear-cutting. They
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shifted nesting sites to chimneys, great artificial
habitat, and observers saw a rise in the
number of chimney swifts. However, now that
most chimneys are capped by home-owners
chimney swifts are once again losing habitat.

One way to combat this problem is to provide
an alternative to the chimney which is simply a
tower created to mimic a chimney. Master
Naturalist volunteers along with Columbia
Audubon Society members will be constructing
a tower at Wild Haven Nature Area, one of
Columbia Audubon’s properties. The tower
itself will be constructed of mostly wood and
will be set in concrete.

Estimated time to complete project: The
project will begin in April and will be completed
by May or June depending on the number of
volunteers who come out to work on the tower.
Dates will be set in April and May that work
best for everyone, and possible dates include
April 6™, 13" 27" and May 10™, 11", 25", and
31°%.

Time Frame: In April we will be preparing the
ground, calculating the amount of lumber
needed along with other supplies, and begin
construction. In May we will finish the tower
construction and set it in place with concrete
and supports. We may need to finish the
project in June if it is not completed by May.

Resources: Columbia Audubon will provide all
building materials needed to construct the
tower. Those who come out to help will need
to bring work gloves, ear plugs, work boots,
and whatever else you might need while
working on a construction project. You might
also want to bring water and/or snacks.

Design and Planting of a Native Plant Rain
Garden

Sponsor: Rock Bridge Memorial State Park
Contact: Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov or 449-7400.

Description: Participants will choose plants
from an approved list of native plants, design
placement of plants for a rain garden and plant

the plants. The purpose of the rain garden is
three fold. First, it will retain water collected
from the park office roof, slowing its entry into
the lawn and surrounding woodlands, thereby
treating runoff from the impervious surface of
the roof. Second, the rain garden and
associated outdoor exhibit panel will
encourage the public to create their own rain
gardens, thereby protecting local streams
through better watershed management. Third,
it will beautify the new park office. While
participants will work independently, Park
Naturalist Roxie Campbell is available to
provide assistance with the design as needed
and will review the design before planting
occurs. Participants will learn about the
characteristics of species of native plants and
will have the opportunity to be creative in
choosing plants and designing the garden. An
option is to enlist the help of park volunteers or
friends in the planting phase.

Estimated time to complete the project: About
15 hours.

Time Frame: Choosing plants needs to be
done any time up to the end of March.

Planting will need to occur within two weeks of
when the potted plants are acquired. We’re
expecting to acquire the plants in early April, so
the planting will need to occur during the first,
second and/or third weeks of April.

Participants have flexibility on when to do the
work. Scheduling can include evenings and
weekends.

Resources provided: Park staff will take care
of the basic construction of the rain garden (dirt
work, pipes, etc.). Park staff will also arrange
for the purchase and transportation of the
plants. Hand tools will be provided.
Volunteers will want to dress appropriately for
field work (sturdy shoes or boots, gloves and
head covering are recommended). Sun block
is suggested. Volunteers may want to bring
water bottles, but water and restroom facilities
are available at the adjacent park office.

Weekends on the Boardwalk (interpretation)
Sponsor: Rock Bridge Memorial State Park
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Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire, 573-449-7402,
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell, 573-449-7402,
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov

Description: Volunteers will station themselves
(ideally in pairs) on the Devil's Icebox
Boardwalk above the entrance to Devil’s
Icebox Cave on nice weekends in June and
July between 1 and 4pm. Volunteers will
provide information to park visitors, answer
guestions about the cave system and the park,
and take turns guiding visitors on free 15-to-20-
minute tours of Connor's Cave. Prior to
conducting the program, volunteers will meet
with park staff for an orientation session which
will include information about the park, the
cave system, and interpretive techniques.
Written materials and lesson plans will be
provided.

Caves, springs and sinkholes (collectively
known as karst topography) are significant park
natural resources and well worth interpreting.

In the five years we’ve been doing this
program, we’ve found that Weekends on the
Boardwalk allow us to reach a great number of
people in a short, but memorable span of time.
Many of the summer visitors neglect to bring
flashlights and therefore miss the experience of
exploring the cave. Repeat visitors also benefit
from the interpretive aspects, and often gain
new perspectives. The success of the program
is highly dependent on volunteer participation.

This project also provides most of the training
necessary to do full-length Rock Bridge /
Connor’s Cave Tours (RBCC) which are 1.5-
2.5 tours of the boardwalk and Connor’s Cave
for school and civic groups. RBCC tours are a
great way to earn future volunteer hours as
they are given year-round, and we always have
more requests than we can fill.

Estimated time to complete the project:
Weekends on the Boardwalk runs from 1-4
p.m. on select Saturdays and Sundays in June
and July. You can choose the weekends that
best fit your schedule. This project will be
considered complete after participating in the
orientation and two sessions (or eight hours)

on the boardwalk. You may also sign up for
additional timeslots to gain more volunteer
service hours.

Time Frame: The orientation and training
meeting date has not yet been set but will likely
be in late May or early June, and may include
current park volunteers. After that, you can
select the weekends that best fit your
schedule. You are encouraged to work in
pairs.

Resources provided: Headlamps/flashlights,
visual aids, and necessary background
information will be provided. You must provide
shoes and clothes that may get muddy or wet.

About Rock Bridge Memorial State Park: Rock
Bridge Memorial State Park is located in Boone
County approximately 5 miles south of
downtown Columbia. This 2,273-acre park
contains the 6.6 mile long Devil’s Icebox Cave,
as well 20+ miles of trails that showcase
extensive karst topography, woodlands,
restored native prairie, glades, ponds and
streams. The Missouri Department of Natural
Resources owns and manages the park.

Bats on Parade and Urban Populations
Outreach Programs

Sponsor: Friends of Rock Bridge Memorial
State Park

Contact: Meredith Donaldson at
mjdonisn@aol.com or (573) 815-9255.

Description: Bats on Parade is a summer
series of programs for families and children to
learn about bats and their importance in the
ecosystem. The program has received an
award for variety in educational approaches
(see below) and collaborative efforts.
Cooperating partners include the Friends of
Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, the
Department of Natural Resources, Columbia
Public Library, and the Boone’s Lick Master
Naturalists. Master Naturalist may elect to
participate in all or some of the programs.

Summer Events include (dates will be set by
March 1)
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1. June - A bat decorating event providing
opportunities to share natural history of
bats with children (Approx. 3 hours)

2. June - A bat field day at the state park
including a variety of bat
activities/games and cave tours for
children and their families (Approx. 3-4
hours)

3. June, July, August — Evening trips at the
state park to watch bats fly out of the
cave (Approx. 3-4 hours each)

4. June and/or July — Urban Population
Outreach Program extends the Bats on
Parade activities to children at youth
clubs in the central city. This year we
will be hosting field days that will include
cave tours, nature hikes, natural history
activities and camp skills (Approx. 3
hours per session or 7 hours total per
day).

Spring program development activities include
developing educational materials/activities,
website activities, and teacher/youth leader
resources.

These programs provide a range of
opportunities for practicing
teaching/interpreting and presentation
techniques in the field. Those assisting with
the development of the program will have
experience developing interpretive materials
including printed matter, electronic links and
hands-on presentation tools. All activities will
increase knowledge base of natural history.

Location: Various locations in Columbia —
Public library and Rock Bridge Memorial State
Park as well as outreach activities in other
community locations.

Time Frame: Programs in June, July and
August 2008 — there are additional
opportunities to assist with developing program
components beginning April 2008.

Resources needed: References on bats and
their ecosystems, and models/ideas for hands-
on activities and interpretation/education will be
provided. Program funds will cover preparation
of program materials. Partners in the project

(Friends of Rock Bridge; DNR and the Daniel
Boone Public Library) will assist in locating
resources.

Nature Detectives

Sponsor: Friends of Rock Bridge Memorial
State Park

Contact: Meredith Donaldson at
mjdonisn@aol.com or (573) 815-9255.

Description: Nature Detectives provides
guided experiences for parents/grandparents
to learn skills for exploring nature with their
preschool child or grandchild. Two programs
of 1.5 hours each at Rock Bridge Memorial
State Park are offered to young children (ages
3 — 6 years old) and their parents or
caretakers. Each program includes a hike on a
trail and a related hands-on craft activity and is
limited to a total of 20 (children and adults).
Master Naturalists will help with the activities
and may be trained to lead the nature
explorations.

This program will result in more children who
have positive experiences in natural
environments and may lead to the family
including outdoor explorations as a regular
family activity. The parents in the program said
they felt they did not have the knowledge they
needed to explore with their children. This
program helped reassure parents that the
knowledge is not as important as the
willingness to observe and wonder!

Location: Rock Bridge Memorial State Park

Time frame: Programs offered June 11, July
17 and August 2, 2008 — there are additional
opportunities to assist with developing program
components beginning April 2008.

Resources needed: References on exploring
nature with children, natural history information
and early childhood tools will be provided.
Program funds will cover preparation of
program materials and supplies. Friends of
Rock Bridge Memorial State Park and early
childhood educators will provide training and
resources.
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April Volunteer Opportunities

CACHE Birding Trips: Every Wednesday,
7:30am

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society,
Missouri Department of Conservation, and The
Audubon Society of Missouri.

These are birding trips with Bill Clark. Meet at
7:30am (don’t be late) at the southwest corner
of the Parkade Center parking lot. The
destination will be decided the day of the trip.
Contact Vanessa Melton at 573-864-3905 or
vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project is approved.

Cranberry Bend Cleanup: Sunday, April 6™
at 1:00pm

Sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy

We will meet at 1:00pm at the Cranberry Bend
parking lot. Work gloves will be provided but
dress in clothes that can get muddy. For
directions, see:
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org/next_outing.
htm. Contact Troy Gordon at
friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or call 573-
424-9051. Project is approved.

Guided Tours of the Lewis and Clark Trail
of Discovery, Arrow Rock: Saturday, April
12™, Tours at 10:00, 1:30, and 3:30
Sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy and
Friends of Arrow Rock

Tour leaders will lead free guided tours at
10:00, 1:30, and 3:30. Guides will interpret the
natural and cultural history of the area
including the Jameson Island Unit of the Big
Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge and
how the Missouri River has impacted the town
of Arrow Rock. Volunteer hours are available
to Master Naturalists who lead the tours or
train to be future tour leaders. Contact Troy
Gordon at friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or
call 573-424-9051. Project is approved.

Tree Planting at Overton Bottoms North:
Sunday, April 13" 9:00am

Sponsored by the Big Muddy National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge, Friends of Big Muddy, and
Missouri River Relief

Jeans and sturdy shoes are suggested, and
warm clothes to match the weather forecast.
We will have work gloves, but feel free to bring
a favored pair if you like. We will have some
shovels, but a few extra will help if you have
one (but be sure it is marked with your name).
Bring a water bottle. We will provide lunch.
See directions on web page. Contact Troy
Gordon at friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or
call 573-424-9051. Project is approved.

Hartsburg Missouri River Cleanup:
Saturday, April 26™ 9:00am

Sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy, and
Missouri River Relief

Meet at 9:00 and sign in. Lunch and work
gloves will be provided but dress in clothes that
can get muddy. Meet at the MDC Hartsburg
boat ramp. Directions from US 63 (S of
Columbia, N of Jefferson City): Turn west on
MO-Hwy A toward Hartsburg. Continue 4.3
miles. MO-Hwy A will turn into 2nd Street as
you enter Hartsburg. Take a right on Main St.
Take a left on 1st Street. At the Lion’s
Ballfield, take a right on the River Road.
Follow signs through the bottoms to the MDC
Hartsburg Access. Contact Troy Gordon at
friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or call 573-
424-9051. Project is approved.

Ongoing Opportunities

Wood Duck Box Monitoring at Eagle Bluffs
Conservation Area: April through May
Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation

There are approximately 150 wood duck
nesting boxes on Eagle Bluffs Conservation
Area and it would be nice to know how many of
those are being used. It will mostly be data
gathering: is the box being used? By what kind
of critter? How many eggs are in the box?
How many hatched? Contact: Tim James at
Tim.James@mdc.mo.gov. Projectis
approved.
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Hummingbird Banding in Central Missouri
Flexible hours throughout the summer
Assistance is needed with a hummingbird
banding project in the Columbia area. Birds
are captured and banded as part of an ongoing
research project that began in 1998.
Volunteers can work as many days as they are
interested. We will have one weekday morning
when banding will occur, and one weekday
evening (weather dependent) at one of several
locations. Day of the week will be chosen
based on when the majority of interested
volunteer can participate. Complete training
will be provided. Trainees will begin with
assisting in catching birds and removing them
from the traps and will gradually be trained to
do the actual banding over time. If interested,
contact Troy Gordon to receive an e-mail
announcing the location of banding for each
period. Contact Troy Gordon at
tgordon@friendsofbigmuddy.org or call 573-
424-9051. Project is approved.

Junior Duck Stamp Competition: Any
Weekdays through April 15th

Sponsored by the Big Muddy National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge

The Big Muddy Refuge does the judging of the
Missouri Junior Duck Stamp competition for the
state of Missouri. Help is needed the next two
weeks for mailing back entries and prizes and
updating the database. Volunteers are asked
to do a minimum of two hours of service to
allow for training time. Contact: Tim Haller at
573-876-1826 or Tim_Haller@fws.gov. Project
is approved.

Bluebird Trail Monitoring: March through
September

Sponsored by The Columbia Audubon Society.
The Columbia Audubon Society is looking for
volunteers to help monitor the bluebird trails we
have at Wild Haven and Russell Property.

Wild Haven which is located just north of
Columbia has around 20 bluebird houses, and
Russell Property located within Columbia has 8
bluebird houses. The bluebird houses have to
be periodically monitored during the breeding

season to get an idea of how successful the
houses are. Contact: Vanessa Melton at 573-
864-3905 or vanndawn@hotmail.com. Project
is approved.

School Natural Areas: Ongoing

Help area schools restore and maintain their
natural areas. A volunteer contact is needed
for each area school with an area, and in some
cases a team is needed. Contact Lea Langdon
at langtrea@gmail.com or 447-1257. Project is
approved.

Project Seeds- Students, the Environment,
and Endangered Species

Ongoing starting in the fall with training this
summer

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ecological Services Columbia Office
Volunteers will lead presentations on Boone
County endangered species in Columbia
schools (5™ grades). The will also follow up
presentations with installing and maintaining an
aquarium in the school and hosting a book fair
to purchase wildlife books for the school
libraries

Contact Becky Clearwater@fws.gov or Charlie
Scott at Charlie_scott@fws.gov Phone: 573-
234-2132. Project is approved.

Columbia Fishery Resources Office,
Ongoing, typically weekdays throughout
the year

Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Volunteers a join fishery staff for day
long trips to the field where they will collect,
tag, and measure fish, and assess fish habitat
quality. Volunteers may also work in the lab to
aid in fish identification analysis of field data.
Contact: Joanne Grady at
Joanne_Grady@fws.gov or 573-234-2132, ext.
101. Project is not yet approved.

Bulletin Board Update at Rock Bridge
Memorial State Park, Flexible scheduling
Volunteers are needed to drive to the Park's
four bulletin boards, open and close them with
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a power drill and add/remove flyers and
posters. Work can be done on your own time if
you have your own power drill and vehicle or
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. if you need to
use park equipment/vehicle. Updates usually
needed 2-3 times per month during busy
seasons (April-October), and once a month
during slower seasons (November-March).
Contact: Kathryn DiFoxfire at
rock.bridge.memorial.state.park@dnr.mo.gov
or Roxie Campbell at
roxie.campbell@dnr.mo.gov 573-449-7402.
Project is approved.

Raptor Rehabilitation Project, Ongoing
Sponsored by Raptor Rehabilitation Project.
Care for sick or injured raptors; feed and
provide activities to captive, wild animals;
create, improve and deliver presentations.
Contact: Erin West, President at
eewd76@mizzou.edu for details and training.
Project is approved.

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Field Trip
Naturalists

Sponsored by Missouri Dept. of Conservation,
University of Missouri, Prairie Fork Trust.
Prairie Fork CA needs naturalists to staff
environmental education stations during field
trips for school students. Most programs take
place M - F from ~ 9am to 2pm. Most
programs involve 3 small group activities from
9am till noon with children rotating through
stations and one large group activity after
lunch. Help is most needed during morning
activities. Contact: Benedict Nagy at (573)254-
3262, or benedict62@yahoo.com. Project is
approved.

Friends of Rock Bridge Memorial State Park
Explore Rock Bridge, 3" Saturday of each
month

Sponsored by Friends of Rock Bride Memorial
State Park. Explore Rock Bridge provides
opportunities for the public to explore different
park resources and participate in service
projects. Volunteers needed to assist trip
leader with hike each month and to plan future

programs. Contact: Meredith Donaldson at
Midonlsn@aol.com or 815-9255. Project is
approved.

Landowner Contacts Database, Flexible
hours until completed.

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of
Conservation. Volunteer will log landowner
contact folders by location. Files date back to
the 1940s and recording assistance provided
on specific properties in the past will provide an
account of historical management allowing
MDC to better assess property needs.
Location: Fulton. Contact Josh Stevens at
Josh.Stevens@mdc.mo.gov or 573-592-1412.
Project is approved.

Friends of Big Muddy Activities, Ongoing
dates throughout the year.

Sponsored by Friends of Big Muddy. Most
opportunities are on units of the Big Muddy
National Fish & Wildlife Refuge. Check
http://www.friendsofbigmuddy.org for current
opportunities or sign up for list serve
announcements of activities by e-mailing
FriendsofBigMuddy-

subscribe @yahoogroups.com. Contact Troy
Gordon at friends@friendsofbigmuddy.org or
call 573-424-9051. Projects are approved.

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS!

Send submissions to Rachel.Pia@gmail.com
for inclusion in the newsletter.

Nature will bear the closest
inspection. She invites us to lay
our eye level with her smallest
leaf, and take an insect view of
its plain.

~Henry David Thoreau
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“President Suzanne Wright Y ... COMMITTEECHARS |
: suzwright@centurytel.net | i Advanced Training Mary Jane Wheeling |
i i wheelmj@centurytel.net

------------------------------------------------------------------- . Chapter Historian Pamela Close

. Vice President Steffanie Abel pclose@columbia.k12.mo.us
StfAbel@yahoo.com ; ;

! (this is her new address) | i Communication Rachel Pia

| Secretary Carolyn Doyle Rachel.Pia@gmail.com

carolynddoyle®@netscape.net

: | Project Approval Jack Dillard
. Treasurer Alice Havard 3js1948@sbcglobal.net
' (no email address) ' '

.....................................................................

573 445-4624 L memememeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeese e
6451 N. Creasy Springs Rd : :
Columbia, MO 65202

e e o e e s i i Refreshments Jane Fore
: : ' jfore@centurytel.net
State Advisory Committee Representatives:
Cheryl Hardy, Suzanne Wright 7T
Chapter Co-advisors:
University of Missouri Extension: Don Day,
daydr@missouri.edu

Missouri Department of Conservation: Jeff
Koppelman, Jeff.Koppelman@mdc.mo.gov

NEXT MEETING
May 10, 2008; 1:00-4:00pm
Field Trip to Schnabel Woods with Dr. Stephen Pallardy.

Missouri Master Naturalist State Conferences
2008 - Hosted by the Springfield Chapter, May 16, 17 and 18"™ , at the Clarion Hotel and Springfield Nature Center.
2009 - Hosted by the Ozark Chapter in West Plains; date TBD.

To promote awareness and citizen
stewardship of natural resources
through science-based education and
community service.

issouri ===
ster Naturallst

™
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