Dear fellow cave explorers, conservers and enthusiasts,
The Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy has a new and very important endeavor: The clean-up of Goodwin Sink. Please see attached photo. 
Goodwin Sink is large sinkhole that has been used as an illegal dump site since the 1950s. DNR has dye-traced water from Goodwin Sink to Ha Ha Tonka Spring, located at Ha Ha Tonka State Park.  Ha Ha Tonka Spring is one of the 15 largest springs in Missouri and has an average discharge of almost 50 mgd.  It discharges into the Niangua Arm of the Lake of the Ozarks. The cave has great potential of being a long cave (the dye trace is 10 miles!) The sinkhole is located in Laclede County, about 10 miles north of I-44 off Exit 135, and is easy to get to. 
This is a long-term project that the MCKC is hoping to complete with the help of caving organizations, civic organizations and individuals willing to lend a hand. Phase 1 of 5, involves removing the tires and trash visible on the surface of the sink floor. 
February 11 and 12 will be the first of many volunteer days. We will be gathering and hauling tires and bagging trash, and moving them to the base of the sinkhole.  Volunteers can expect to perform manual labor on sometimes steep slopes. Please exercise caution and do not risk injuries in order to help. If you would like to participate, but are not capable of strenuous physical labor, there is plenty of other stuff to be done. We are in need of people to bring coolers, ice, drinks, to cook, run errands, etc.  Anyone that volunteers to bring these items will be reimbursed for supplies.  We hope to have 40 volunteers for both of those days. 
MCKC will have some leather gloves and other supplies, but we are a non-profit organization, so we encourage you to bring your own leather gloves. Boots are mandatory if you will be in the sinkhole around the trash. 
We plan to work from 10 a.m. -4 p.m. on Saturday and 8 a.m. -2 p.m. on Sunday, in order to accommodate travelers. However, if this does not work well with your schedule, you are welcome to come and go as you please. MCKC Board members will be out there earlier on Saturday for those who prefer to get an early start.  One day of volunteering will be more than appreciated, but if you would like to work both days, camping may be available. 
If you, your grotto, Master Naturalist,  caving or civic organization is interested in taking part in the clean up, please email Amy Crews, Goodwin Volunteer Coordinator at: amuscrews@gmail.com, or call/text at 573-263-2174. 
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