Top Ten Reasons to Be a Member

10.  The University of Missouri provides financial support for Regional Specialists to participate in professional activities ($600 per year or $1000 for two years).  Many states do not offer this level of support.
9.  You may receive recognition from colleagues for your educational programs and activities.  Staff with 10 years or less service are eligible for the Achievement Award.  Staff with over 10 years service are eligible for the Distinguished Service Award.

8.  Participation in professional development opportunities makes you a better Specialist.  State opportunities are being planned that will increase your skills. On the national level opportunities include around thirty tours and a dozen workshops at the AM/PIC (Annual Meeting / Professional Improvement Conference).  The Early Career Development conferences are especially helpful to newer staff.  Each year the AM/PIC is hosted by a different state which allows you to see a wide variety of agriculture and Extension programming in action.

7.  The AM/PIC is a family-oriented activity.  Not only are activities tailored for your professional improvement, but additional activities are included in the week-long event that are of interest to spouses, sons and daughters, and guests.

6.  Pre-AM/PIC workshops and tours are available that extend educational activities beyond the normal AM/PIC timeframe.  These activities provide a focused learning environment in livestock and horticulture and funds are often provided to cover expenses.

5.  Participating in the national individual or group scholarship program provides financial assistance for self-determined professional improvement experiences.  Members may contribute a minimum of $40 through donations or the scholarship auction and receive hundreds of dollars in return for professional development.

4.  You have opportunity to develop your skills by becoming involved in state, regional and national leadership positions and rewarding positions on committees.   Serving as a National Committee Chair provides an expense-paid trip to the AM/PIC.  Serving as a National Vice-Chair pays for your registration fee to the AM/PIC.

3.  You may participate in state and national contests that showcase your programmatic efforts and provide you with program ideas from other contest participants nationwide.  Winners may receive cash prizes anywhere from $50 to $1000.  These contests include a poster session.  The Pinnacle Award may have a cash prize of up to $5000.

2.  Membership allows you to have direct impact in Extension policy in Missouri and nationally that can define the future of your profession.

1.  You will develop a strong working network of professionals in your career field state- and nation-wide.   Members have a sense of belonging to an organization that enhances their abilities professionally.

