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Nominee Name:
Paul Davis, Interstate Marine Terminal, Owner
Address:

P.O. Box 43, Boonville, MO  65233
Describe leadership contributions to Missouri agriculture:

Paul Davis was born in 1949 in Boonville, MO, and he has lived most of his life in the Boonville area.  Paul graduated from the Colorado College in 1971 with a B.A. in Geology. After a couple of years working in the mining industry (and a couple of winters as a ski bum in Colorado), he returned to Boonville, to work with his father in business.

When Paul returned to Boonville in 1974, Interstate Marine Terminals was in its third year of business. From its beginning as a liquid fertilizer storage terminal, IMT has grown into a multi-product warehouse facility, located at Mile #196 on the Missouri River. Shipping and receiving such products as fertilizer, cattle feed, grain, highway salt, and sand by barge, truck, and rail, IMT handles up to 100,000 tons per year at its Boonville facility. IMT operates the only Public Use River Dock between St. Louis and Kansas City in partnership with the Howard-Cooper Regional Port Authority. Paul has been the owner of IMT since 1977.

The location of IMT’s 41 acre facility on the north bank of the Missouri River, adjacent to the north end of the Missouri River Bridge at Boonville, was selected because of its strategic proximity to the 9 foot deep river channel, Interstate Highway 70, and the Union Pacific Railroad. From the initial construction of two 1.5 million gallon liquid fertilizer storage tanks and a pipeline-only barge pier, IMT has expanded to 5 million gallons liquid storage, 12,000 dry tons under roof, 25,000 tons outdoor pad space, two barge docks, and an off-site ten car rail spur. A 250,000 bushel grain storage facility, owned by the Howard-Cooper Port Authority, and a 25,000 ton sand facility are also located on IMT property. 

Paul’s history of rural community service is not limited to agriculture.  Paul also serves as president of Howard County Levee District #4, a 5,000 acre flood protection district adjacent to IMT, and is on the board of directors of the Missouri Levee and Drainage District Association, a statewide Levee District advocacy organization. Paul is the immediate past president of the Boonville Rotary Club, and is the current president of the Cooper County Republican Club.  
Describe leadership contributions to University of Missouri Extension:

Paul is proactive when it comes to Extension.  He has been involved with Extension and Ag Specialists for over 30 years.  He stated that “he never misses an opportunity to listen to one of Don Day’s program as he always needs new joke material”.

Interstate Marine Terminals have been partners with Extension in sponsoring educational workshops and seminars.  Paul is an active Cooper County Extension Council member.  His Ag business familiarity, his interest in education and his technological capabilities have been useful attributes that he brings to Extension.  He has served as vice-chair and currently serves as treasurer of the Extension Council.  Paul’s positive input during meetings is inspirational to other members.  Paul serves on the Central Missouri Regional Extension Council as a Representative He has the foresight and understanding of Extension to help lead us in the 21st century.
Submitted by:
Todd Lorenz,

Regional Horticulture/Agronomy Specialist

Cooper County Extension Center

608 E Spring Street

Boonville, MO 
