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212A Waters Hall 




University of Missouri, Columbia Campus

Describe leadership contributions to Missouri agriculture:  
One of the primary roles of the University of Missouri is to disseminate research based information to citizens at the local level.  Tammy McNiel is the mechanism by which information is collected, edited and distributed in a statewide manner from Plant Sciences.  The role of an information specialist is often overlooked and taken for granted; Tammy is no exception as the information flows seamlessly from her office in a state wide direction.

Tammy is the editor of the Missouri Environment & Garden and the Integrated Pest & Crop Management newsletters.  On-line subscriptions are near 2000 and paper copies are still mailed to 500 customers statewide.  Tammy is also responsible for the Plant Protection Program web site that she developed from scratch. This website currently averages 24,000 hits annually.  While a majority of the hits come from within the United States, 40% come from other countries such as India, Ireland, Canada, Philippines and others.

Tammy is also responsible for statewide efforts in developing posters, banners and on average 2000 brochures per year to distribute at several field days around the state.  Tammy has been instrumental in developing IPM guide sheets. She has the best of personalities and is a welcomed site at these field days as she distributes the quality information needed in the field.  
Describe leadership contributions to University of Missouri Extension:

The Missouri Association of County Agriculture Agents went through a name change in 2005 to Missouri Agriculture Extension Professionals.  Tammy took the lead to develop several sample logos for our organization and the one selected was her design.
Tammy has daily interactions with State Specialists in order to coordinate the dissemination of information and in developing new ideas to serve the needs of customers.  She is currently working on the Weed Sciences web site and is developing a much needed comprehensive weed identification searchable database.  Other technology projects on her horizon include developing the Master Gardener web site where she intends to develop a volunteer service record system where hours are reported directly to the database.

While sometime under the radar screen, the innovation, leadership, talent and charm that Tammy exudes is a priceless value to University of Missouri Extension.  Tammy is well deserving of the MAEP Agriculture Leadership Award.  If you haven’t met her yet, you need to and while you are at it, thank her for all she does for the state organization and nationwide. 

Submitted by:
Todd Lorenz, Agronomy Specialist, Cooper County
