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Describe leadership contributions to Missouri agriculture:  

Dean Kratochvil moved to Missouri in 1979 and has worked his entire career in the animal health industry.  In 1985 Dean founded Kaeco Group, Inc. which develops and markets nutritional and pharmaceutical products for the meat goat, equine, and livestock industries.  Kaeco Group, Inc. is a family owned Animal Health Sales and Marketing Organization.  All of their products are of the highest quality and comply with FDA's rulings in regard to prohibited mammalian proteins.  Furthermore, he has been a consultant to several animal health companies throughout the midwest over the past several years.  Dean is a task master and very detail oriented.

Dean's involvement in rural areas is not limited to agriculture.  Dean served on the Andrew County Zoning Board.  He has been very generous with his time and contributions to area youth programs.

Describe leadership contributions to University of Missouri Extension:  

Dean has been very involved with University of Missouri Extension educational programs regarding meat goats, equine and youth livestock programs.  For the past few years,  Dean has been instrumental in the development and distribution of the Meat Goat Pocket Guide and financially supported this project by covering the cost of printing the guide.  The Meat Goat Pocket Guide with the University of Missouri Extension logo on the front cover has been distributed throughout the state of Missouri as well as nationally to over 4,500 producers, veterinarians, extension and industry personnel since December 2005.  The Meat Goat Pocket Guide was developed by  Bruce Lane-Livestock Specialist, MU Extension; Randy Saner-Livestock Specialist, MU Extension; Beth Walker-Assistant Professor, Missouri State University; An Peischel-Assistant Professor, Tennessee State University; Jim Humphrey-Livestock Specialist, MU Extension; and Dean Kratochvil-Owner, Kaeco Group Inc.  

Dean has been very generous with his time and contributions regarding extension educational programs, including the Show Me Youth Livestock Nutrition Expo, Equine Education Night, Meat Goat Management Program and Meat Goat Selection and Showmanship program.   Several times over the years when visiting with Dean he has said please let us know if we can help support your upcoming programs. 

Additionally, Dean's daughter, Kelly Terry, has served multiple terms on the Andrew County Extension Council and has been actively involved in the Master Gardner Program in our area.  Dean understands the importance of providing educational resources to clients and the role extension can play. 

Submitted by:  Jim Humphrey-Livestock Specialist, Northwest Region, MU Extension
