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Nominee Name:
Dr. Rex Ricketts, Commercial Ag Program Director
Address:

S102 ASRC, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211

Describe leadership contributions to Missouri agriculture:

As Director of the MU Extension Commercial Agriculture Program, Dr. Ricketts has facilitated collaboration of the CA Program with the Missouri Department of Agriculture and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources on a number of projects, including the development of operating guidelines for livestock producers managing lagoons in Missouri during excessively wet periods, review and comments on the federal EPA animal feeding operation rules, and comments and education on the federal EPA air compliance agreement.   Dr. Ricketts has been called upon by political constituents in Missouri to present valuable information to the House and Senate Agricultural Committees.  He has led a team from the Commercial Ag Program in providing educational materials and information to counties that are considering local health ordinances through the development of a website and meetings by invitation in a number of counties.
Describe leadership contributions to University of Missouri Extension:

Dr. Ricketts has served as director of the MU Extension Commercial Agriculture Program for 17 years.  Through his leadership, the Commercial Agriculture Program has grown into a recognized and respected university extension program with focus teams serving citizens throughout Missouri.  Dr. Ricketts has guided and encouraged the focus teams to take on important and high-profile projects related to agricultural small business development, federal environmental regulations, state and county regulation of animal feeding operations, educational programs for lenders, and producer education activities.  The Commercial Ag Program is well-known and respected because of Dr. Ricketts’ efforts and leadership.  It would be difficult to speak to a producer, regulator, politician or commodity group leader in Missouri who does not know Rex Ricketts for the excellent work he has done for agriculture in the state of Missouri.
Submitted by:
Amy Schmidt,

Extension Assistant Professor & Agricultural Engineer
