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The Mission of  
University of Missouri Extension  

 
The mission of University of Missouri is to:  improve Missouri-
ansô lives by addressing their highest priorities through the 
application of research-based knowledge and resources.  As 
an integral part of the land-grant mission, University of Mis-
souri Extension is a joint venture of University of Missouri 
campuses; Lincoln University Cooperative Extension: the people of 
Missouri through county extension councils; Cooperative State 
Research, Education and Extension Service of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture; and other stakeholders and partners. 

 

 

A Message from the Macon County Extension Council Chair 

Dear Citizens of Macon County: 

 This 2008 Annual Report of the Macon County University of 
Missouri Extension Council is a summary of educational programs 
and activities provided by the many Extension Specialists serving 
Macon County.  A variety of programs and assistance has been pro-
vided to the citizens of the county.  Descriptions of the many ways 
Extension touches the lives of people in Macon County follow in this 
report.  We appreciate the on-going support of the Macon County 
Commission which makes this County effort possible. 

 We salute the many volunteers, community leaders, Exten-
sion council members and Extension staff who have given their time 
and talents to make this a successful year.  It is our goal to make 
Macon County a better place to live and work.  We think the 2008 
Annual Report indicates we are accomplishing that goal.   

 On behalf of the council and staff, it is an honor to extend 
the educational resources of the nationwide Land Grant University 
System to the citizens of our county.  We look forward to another 
successful year. 

  Melinda Masten, Council Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2008 Extension Council is sworn in by Pat Clarke,  

Macon County Clerk, at the April Council Meeting.   



  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

VICE PROVOSTôS OFFICE  
108  Whitten Hall  

Columbia, MO  65211 -6300 

PHONE  573-882-7477 
FAX  573-882-1955 

E-MAIL   Ouart@missouri.edu 
WEB SITE  Extension.Missouri.edu 

            December 2008  
 
Dear Members of the County Commission and the Community: 
 

As we begin another year, I want to thank you for your continued investment in University 
of Missouri Extension.  Your investment makes it possible to provide educational programs 
to residents in your county that are Relevant, Responsive and Reliable .   In these difficult 
economic times, it is particularly important that the programs you support show a return on 
investment.    
 
Recently, the MU Community Policy Analysis Center completed an analysis of the         
economic impact of MU Extension programs statewide and found that:  

 

Every $1 million dollar of investment in a broad range of programs:  
 Generates more than $24 million in new or retained private sector  
          jobs, sales and investments;  
 More than $1.2 million in familiesô reduced health care expense; 
 Nearly $2 million in increased state, sales and property taxes.  

 

Your countyôs contribution is leveraged with other public and private funds, which   allows 
MU Extension to deliver $96 million worth of educational programs.   
 

Each year, MU Extension helps more than 1 million Missourians add value to their commu-
nities and improve their quality of life.  The programs showcased in your countyôs annual 
report give you a snapshot of MU Extension at work in your community.  
 
If you have suggestions for how MU Extension can better serve your needs, please contact 
me or your local Extension Center. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael D. Ouart 
Vice Provost and Director  
 
c: Provost Brian Foster 
 Debbie Robison 
 Beverly Coberly 
 Sandy Stegall  
 

 
 
 
 
 

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
EQUAL OPPORTHUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS 
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Additional Staff Serving Macon County 
 

 

Soneeta Grogan, Northeast Regional Director 
 grogans@missouri.edu 

Ruth Jeffries, NE Regional Office Administrative Assistant 
  jeffriesr@missouri.edu 

Jim Meyer, Nutrition & Health Education SpecialistτRalls County 
  meyerje@missouri.edu 

Joe Koenen, Agri-Business SpecialistτPutnam County 
  koenenj@missouri.edu 

Leon McIntyre, Agronomy SpecialistτLinn County 
  mcintyreb@missouri.edu 

Bruce Lane, Livestock Specialist, Adair County 
  lanen@missouri.edu 

Jennifer Schutter, Horticulture SpecialistτAdair County 
  schutterjl@missoouri.edu 

Dave Hill, Community Development SpecialistτMarion County 
 hillda@missouri.edu 

Wendy Brumbaugh, Family Financial Education SpecialistτShelby County  
 brumbaughw@missouri.edu 

Mary Summa, Food/Nutrition Program AssistantτRandolph County   
summam@missouri.edu 

Kevin Baiotto, TCRC, Adair County   
baiottok@missouri.edu 

Barb Baker, TCRC Adair County 
bakerbm@missouri.edu 

Sherry Nelson, Emergency Management Coordinator, Marion County   
nelsons@missouri.edu 

Macon County MU Extension Staff 

Tracie Moore 
4-H Youth Development Specialist 
mooretra@missouri.edu 

Chris Shoemaker 
Business Development Specialist 
shoemakercl@missouri.edu 

Cinda Burton 
Secretary 
burtonci@missouri.edu 

Jane Hunter 
Human Development Specialist\CPD 
hunterej@missouri.edu 
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Jane Hunter, Human Development Specialist 
 

Community Child Development Center 
A Community Development project that becomes a reality! 

 
 In the summer of 2005, University of Missouri Extension joined forces with a coalition of com-
munity partners with the shared vision of a new child care center that would provide quality care to 
infants, toddlers and preschool children in Macon and the surrounding area.  Over the course of three 
years a community assessment was completed, stakeholder focus groups met to determine the feasi-
bility, and a corporation was formed in September of 2005.  A board of eleven members and a dedi-
cated fundraising committee began the process of fundraising to build a facility.  However, a former 
office building became available for sale which adequately met the space needs of the planned facility. 
The fundraising began in earnest to purchase the building and begin the remodel.  Robin Fitzgerald 
with the Mark Twain Council of Governments and Frank Withrow, Macon County Economic Develop-
ment Director led the way to obtain a Community Development Block Grant.  The Board wrote an ap-
plication for the Neighborhood Assistance Program and received it with a 70% tax credit.  Another 
grant was written to the Department of Natural Resources to obtain funds for the playground and the 
final grant obtained was the Missouri Department of Social Services Start-Up Grant for Infant/Toddler 
care.  More than 1 million dollars was brought to Macon County thanks to these grants and donations 
made to the Neighborhood Assistance Program!  The support of the citizens in Macon County and the 
surrounding area has been phenomenal. 
 September 2, 2008 the doors were open for business.  The Community Child Development 
Center is at capacity with 59 children (licensed for 60) and employs 18 
full and part-time employees.  A dedication ceremony was held on Oc-
tober 2, 2008 with more than 150 people in attendance. The Center is 
directed by Mrs. Tricia Knowles and Jane Hunter continues to serve as 
Board President.   
 This project is an example of what Extension is all about.  A 
need is recognized and verified, stakeholders are activated, educated 
and capture the vision.  Resources are sought out.  The vision becomes 
a reality.  The teamwork involved is amazing to say the least.  The Board 
of Directors, families and community see the Community Child Develop-
ment Center meeting the needs of families and children for years to 
come.                                           
         

   Governor Matt Blunt visits the CCDC and 

  shakes hands with one of our youngest citizens.    

 

 

 

 

  

 


