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WELCOME TO LAFAYETTE COUNTY 4-H!   
We are off to a great start with a majority of the enrollments completed.  

Thanks for all your hard work in completing member and leader enrollments.  

 
What does it mean to be a recognized 4-H volunteer? There are two minimum cri-
teria. 

 Successfully complete the annual volunteer screening process. Missouri 4-H 
has required background screening for 4-H volunteers for more than a decade. 
This policy helps provide a safe environment for the children and youth who are 
members and the adults who contribute their time and talents. 

 Successfully complete the Making the Best Better orientation. This is a one-
time only requirement for all 4-H volunteers. The orientation provides a common 
understanding of the 4-H organization, what we stand for, and the science we 
bring to helping young people grow and thrive. The orientation answers questions, 
supplies resources, and connects you with other caring adults who serve as 4-H 
volunteers. In addition to in-person training, the following options are available: 

 
o An On-line Version. Directions on how to access the on-line version can be found 

on our Missouri 4-H website at http://4h.missouri.edu/getinvolved/volunteer/ 
o CD or Print Version. The office has a CD and a print version that can be checked 

out and completed. 
 
Adults applying to be a 4-H volunteer in the fall have until December 31, 2008 to com-
plete one of the versions of the orientation. Adults applying to be a 4-H volunteer 
January 1, 2009 or after must complete Making the Best Better by June 1, 2009. Re-
member, this is a one-time commitment of time. 
 

Orientation dates: 

Higginsville, Mo—Thursday, November 6, 2008 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at the 

 Extension Center. . 

Blue Springs, Mo. – Jan. 24 as part of the Regional Energizer  

 

RECOGNITION NIGHT SPONSORS Take time to send a thank you to: 

 West Central Electric, P.O. Box 452, Higginsville, MO 64037 for the leader 

pins and the meal. 

 Higginsville Chamber of Commerce,  P.O. Box 164, Higginsville, MO 64037 for 

providing and serving the meal. 

 FCS Financial (formerly Farm Credit Services), 3402 Pine, Higginsville, MO 

64037 for the junior leader pins. 

 Bank of Odessa, P.O. Box 200, Odessa, MO. 64076 and Lafayette County 

Farm Bureau,  14 E. 19th, Higginsville, MO 64037 for the member pins. 

 The American Legion Auxiliary, c/o Lorene Newsom, 1902 Pine Street, Hig-

ginsville, MO 64037 for preparing the meal 
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REGIONAL ENERGIZER SAT., JAN 24 
The annual Regional Energizer will be held on Saturday, 

January 24 in  Blue Springs.   Workshops on projects, 

parliamentary procedure, putting fun in the meeting, 

GPS and more!  Interviews for Regional Representa-

tives and Regional MRF winners will also be held.  Lunch 

provided. Volunteer leader certification offered morn-

ing and afternoon. Small registration fee! Letõs have 

Lafayette County well represented.  

 

 

 
 

...To all those who completed a Project Award Applica-

tion.  There were over 300 applications completed.  

...2008 Recognition Committee-―4-H-Going Green‖ 

was this yearõs theme.  Nearly 200 youth, parents and 

guests attended.  Thank you to every one that helped. 

......New Fair Board Members  Christy Rasa, Doug 

Limback, Wayne Siefker and Chris Homfeld will  serve 

a three year term.  Mark Malott will serve a one year 

appointment. 

é.All of the terrific National 4-H Week activitiesñ- 

from petting zoos, to pep talks and pencil give-a ways in 

the classroom, to community displays and personal con-

tact!  You told the 4-H story very well. 

 
 

 

STATE 4-H COUNCIL APPLICATIONS  
Anyone interested in applying for the MO State 4-H 

Council (age 14-17) should write a letter of intent to 

Kathy Bondy by November 15, 2008 explaining your 

qualifications and the reason(s) you would like to  be 

part of the council.  (E-mail is okay) 

The Missouri State 4-H Council is an elected body of 

youth who serve for a one-year term. Three represen-

tatives are chosen from each of the eight Extension 

regions in the state. Members help plan and administer 

State 4-H Congress and State Teen Conference. They 

also serve as 4-H ambassadors at national, state, and 

regional events, donating volunteer hours at the Mis-

souri State Fair, State 4-H Contest Days, and other    

4-H events.  

  

 

 

TEEN CONFERENCE 
Teen Conference will be held January 31ð February 1, 

2009 in Columbia.  This trip is for youth ages 12-13. 

Registration is due in the office by December 10, 2008 

and the cost is $119.00 .  T-shirts must be pre-ordered 

and will be available for purchase at the event for $15 

each.  Please do not send t-shirt money with the regis-

tration check  Indicate t-shirt size on the application. 

Please check the state 4-H website for an application 

or call the Extension Office. 4-H Council will reimburse 

20% after attendance.  

 

 

 
 

PROJECT BRIEFS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
Project briefs are now posted on the 4-H Website at  

http://4h.missouri.edu/projects/briefs/.  

 

Project Briefs were written for both leaders and mem-

bers as a supplement to the 4-H project curriculum and 

offer meeting suggestions, demonstration ideas, pro-

ject ideas, tours, and more!.  Project briefs will be de-

veloped for each project and will be posted as devel-

oped. Watch the website for updates and new postings. 

 

CHALLENGER CENTER NAMING CONTEST 
"Name that Habitat" competition for students in sixth 

through tenth grades from Oct 21 to Nov. 20, 2008. 

Students, teachers and the public will be able to follow 

the progress of inflatable habitat activities throughout 

the project.   An inflatable habitat is one of several 

concepts being considered for astronaut housing on the 

moon. 

Competition instructions and photos of the HAB are at 

http://www.challenger.org/hab/.   

 

NATIONAL GIS DAY NOVEMBER 19 
Consider inviting a GIS (Geographical Information Sys-

tems) professional to help celebrate GIS Day. The No-

vember meeting is  an excellent opportunity for 4-H 

Geospatial project groups to share what they are learn-

ing with fellow 4-Hers.  http://www.gisday.com/   

 

Another idea is to participate in the 4-H Travel Bug  

Race.  For help locating a GIS professional, please con-

tact Bill Pabst at 573-884-7590 or                         

pabsta@missouri.edu. 
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RANGE MASTERS MEETING  
Range Masters meet on the last Tuesday of Sep-

tember, November, January, March, May and July 

at 7:30 at the Community Center in Higginsville.  

The Range Masters are: 

 Countywide 4-H Special Interest group focusing on 

Shooting Sports.  4-H Member first belongs to 

their community 4-H club and then enrolls in the 

Shooting Sports project or projects. 

 To enroll in any Shooting Sports discipline, 8-10 

year old 4-H members must enroll and complete 

Shooting Sports Safety 740.  Eleven and older 

members must complete the 740 class OR com-

plete the MO Dept. of Conservation Hunter Safety 

Education Course.  Members may enroll in 740 and 

another Shooting Sports discipline the same year. 

 Certified discipline leaders teach the (six-hour) 

Shooting Sports Safety 740 prior to activities on 

the range.  Members must  complete the lessons 

given by the certified instructors in each disci-

pline, which amounts to 10 hours of instruction 

or more before participating in the count match.  

Safety is strictly enforced at all times. 

 Shooting Sports has disciplines for all ages.   

 Archery, Air and Small Bore Rifle– All ages   

 Shotgun and Air Pistol—11 and older Members 

 Small Bore Pistol after they have completed Air 

  Pistol Age 14 and older 

 8-10 Youth, 11-13 Juniors and 14-& up Seniors. 

 State Match is held in September for all age 

groups who have met state requirements.  Qualify-

ing match for juniors & seniors is held in the spring 

for a National Match in the summer.   

 Parental involvement in the Shooting Sports pro-

gram is highly recommended.  Parents are required 

to sign a Parental Permission Waiver and Health 

Form.  Parents are encouraged to sign a 4-H Volun-

teer form and help the leaders with the activities.    

 

SHOOTING SPORTS SAFETY 740 
Friday, January 23 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm and Saturday, 

January 24  6:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm at the Community 

Center in Higginsville.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

MFA SADDLE AWARD DUE DATE CHANGES 
MFA saddle awards must be postmarked on or before 

January 2 and sent to 813 Clark Hall, Columbia, Mis-

souri 65211.  MFA saddle information is available at 

http://www.4h.missouri.edu/events/horse/#MFA 

 

 

COUNTY 4-H COMMITTEES ‗08-‖09 
Cookie Chairmen Lisa Abare, Melanie Ledger and  

            Debbie Trimmer 

Ways and Means Beth Maggert, Hope Siegworth,        

 Susan Jaster 

Awards  Tani Stuenkel, Mary Ann Shields, Janet 

 Daubendiek, Jan Terrell 

Expansion and Review Cinda Dowell, Julie Sions, Eric 

 Sions, Beth Wagner, Kelly Dyer 

Recreation and Teen Leadership  Emily Bergsieker, 

 Ashley Bell, Happy Sparks, Kayla Barker and 

 Hailey White  

4-H Fair Concession Stand  Stephanie Sanders, Paula 

 McGhee, Lisa Abare 

 

 
 

 

 

 

. 
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November 
6  4-H Volunteer Orientation  Extension Center,  

  Higginsville 6:30-8:30 pm 

11 Veteranõs Day, Office Closed 

11  Fair Board Meeting 7:00 p.m., Extension Center,  

 Higginsville  New, Returning and Retiring Members 

20 Lafayette County Extension Council, 7:30 p.m.,  Extension Office 

25 Range MastersñShooting Sports Special Interest Group  7:30 Higginsville Community Center 

27-28 Thanksgiving Holidays, Office Closed 

 

December 
10 State Teen Conference Applications due in the office 

24 & 25 Christmas Holiday, Office Closed 

 

January 
1 New Yearõs Day, Office Closed 

6  Fair Board Meeting 7:00 p.m., Extension Center,  

 Higginsville 

15  4-H Council  6:30 Officer Meeting 7:00 4-H Council meeting    Extension Center, Higginsville 

19 Martin Luther King Day, Office Closed 

23 and 24 Shooting Sports Safety 740   6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Higginsville Community Center 

24  Regional Energizer, Blue Springs Area  location to be announced 9:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m.  

31ð Feb 1 4-H Teen Conference, Columbia, MO 
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Calendar of Events 

CLOVER KIDS CORNER   
WHY DO LEAVES CHANGE COLOR IN THE 

FALL? 

Plants make their own food. They take water from the ground through their roots. They 

take a gas called carbon dioxide from the air. They turn water and carbon dioxide into 

food using sunlight and something called chlorophyll. Chlorophyll is green. It gives leaves 

their green color.  

 

Winter days are short and dry. Many plants stop making food in the fall. The chlorophyll goes away. Then 

we can see orange and yellow colors. These colors were in the leaves all summer, but the green covered 

them up. Some leaves turn red. This color is made in the fall, from food trapped in the leaves. Brown col-

ors are also made in the fall. They come from wastes left in the leaves. 

 

WORD SCRAMBLE How many of these words can you unscramble?  

trawe    afle rnege   ernago   mutanu    loscuge  gnlituhs   holopryclh  pelma   koa   sha    mel 


