UNIVERSITY Ok MISSOUR

g Extensio

I NOVEMBER -2009 VOLUME 2, 1S SUE 10 I

Specialty Crop Growers Workshop
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Date: Monday, November
16, 2009

Place: Havener Center, Mis
souri University of Science
and Technology, 1346 N
Bishop Ave, Rolla, MO

Cost: $15 per person includes

lunch

Pre-register:

(573) 458-6260 by Nov. 12th

Jan Frost died on
Tuesday, October 6th
il at her home in Leba-
; 44,,23':,‘ non. She worked for
; the Laclede County
~¢y| Extension office as a
Above from the left Phyliis Conover | Parttime secretary fon
(Jands sister) an|dhe)astyear.oAstherht t he Extflen-
sion Council 6s An|hedth cdhtirue¢to f#t Ol I i eds
Restaurant, February, 2009. deteriorate, she still || This workshop is for specialty crop growers and those
was dedicated to come to the office and work on newdl¢interested in becoming specialty crop growers.
ters and 4 programming. We miss her smile, and sh¢ | Specialty crops cover a broad range of products
truly loved working with the 41 families in Laclede including vegetables, fruits and cut flowers. This
county. workshop is part of a project to develop a growers
association for producers in the South Central Ozark
:........-..-..-..-.............................: I’eglon Of MISSOU” Members Of the aSSOCIatIOH Wl”
CONGRATULATIONS!!! : | receive information about the latest production and
LOWELL MORGAN marketing techniques.
LACLEDE COUNTY EXTENSION
COUNCIL HORSESHOE
TOURNAMENT WINNER!

8:00 Registration

8:30 Organic Production of Lettuce and Tomatoes
in High Tunnels
Calendar of Events Andy Read, Horticulture Specialist, MU Extension
October 27th, Extension Council Meeting @ 5:30pm
at the Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce

9:30 Using Natives as Cut Flowers
Marilyn Odneal, Horticulture Outreach Advisor, Missouri

State Fruit Experiment Station
November 7th, Wome®Mm@mn Expp 2009 @ 9 am

at the Cowan Civic Center 10:30 Financial Farm Sustainability
Mick Gilliam, Business Dev. Specialist, University of

November 11t hgOffideCiosedan6s| [p&louExtension

11:30 Census of Agriculture Review

November 17th, Childcare Trainingd 8:00pm Sanjun Gu, Assist. Professor and State Horticulture
at the LebanoiiLaclede County Library, Sarah Traub, Specialist, Cooperative Research and Extension Lincoln
Pulaski County Human Dev. Specialist, CPD University of Missouri
. . . 12:00 Lunch
November 24th, Extension Council Meeting @ 5:30pm
at the Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce 1:00 Bramble Production in Missouri
John Avery, Agro forestry and Propagation Research
November 26 & 27th, Thanksgiving Holid&yOffice Associate and Field Supervisor, Missouri State Fruit
Closed Experiment Station

2: 00 Whatodos New in Vegetabl]le Prod
HAPPY THANKSGIVING Sanjun Gu, Assistant Professor and State Horticulture
Specialist, Cooperative Research and Extension Lincoln
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF " e

University of Missouri
MISSOURI LACLEDE COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE STAFE 3:00 Marketing Specialty Crops

Walker Claridge, Owner of Root Cellar and Broadway
Brewery in Columbia, MO




Acorn Poisoning in Cattle
Jeremy Powell Arkansas Extension Veterinarian

2.

When forage is scarce, cattle will often search for alternative
food sources. In Arkansas, where cattle are frequently grazed
on pastures that may contain oak timber, the possibility eXists
for cattle to consume acorns. When cattle head to available timber grpund
and wooded lots around the farm in search of grazing or browsing dufing
the fall, hungry cattle will frequently eat acorns dropped by oak trees.|If
these acorns are oveonsumed, they have the potential for fatal poisom-
ing. Many species of oaks exist and most of them are considered toki tBocaI residents chosen as State Fair Farm
animals. They typically affect cattle and sheep, but they also can intefm tl-: ilv for Laclede C t
tently cause toxicity in rabbits, chickens, goats and horses. Poisoning gsgmily for Laclede Lounty
commonly occurs when green, ripe acorns are consumed when they drpp

from oak trees in the fall. Occasionally, cattle consume buds and small Clint and Kim Lambeth and family of Lebanon were
leaves from standing or cut trees in the spring that could also lead to po "among 108 families honored during the Missouri Stdte

soning. : ~ .
Clinical Signs - Tannins are the toxic agents found in acorns. Consmmp:éa ir6s Farm Family Day, Aug.
a

tion of tannins can lead to gastrointestinal problems, severe kidney dhnjaga® Lambeths were selected as the Laclede County
and death. Some cattle may consume acorns and experience no ill effegRdlissouri State Fair Farm Family by the Laclede County
while others suffer severe disease. Early signs associated with acorn|pgiEXtension Council and local Farm Bureau. The family
soning are related to gastrointestinal dysfunction. These include abdgm|riacludes, Greg, 16, a junior at Lebanon High Schoolland
pain, poor appetite, diarrhea (often black or bloody in color) and occat | Matt, 13, a ¥ grader at Joel E. Barber.
sional constipation. As the disease progresses, signs of.kidney failurg WilEach year the fair sets aside a day to recognize farm
present themselves. Aﬁected.cattle will e>§h|b|t dehydration (a dry, crusty families who are active in their community, involved in
muzae and ouh fa coa) ncreased s, genefal vealaee, el agricuturel activiies and who partcpate n lcal exten-
fluid that has settled out into tissue) may be noted in the lower parts ¢f t jon educational programs S.UCh ald 4nd FFA.

body such as the chest, legs and ventral abdomen. Some body cavitips Lambeths moved here in 2005 from Broken A”?W’
also become filled with fluid. OkKlahoma and have a 90 acre farm. The whole family
Treatment - Since there is no specific antidote for acorn poisoning, tfegtiS involved with the Friendship-H club. Clint and
ment is limited. However, for cattle exhibiting signs of constipation, ofie | Kim are club leaders. Clint serves as the Treasurer|for
gallon of mineral oil or a saline cathartic can be administered orally ag 4 the Laclede County-# Council. Greg and Matt have

mild laxative. Activated charcoal can also be given to aid in absorptiop ¢fshown animals at the Laclede County Fair and have

placed on preventon. f f ing involved with 4H.
Prevention - The best practice for prevention of acorn poisoning is tg . .
keep cattle from coming in contact with the culprit. Fencing off any afes ‘]'m Thgnlpfog’ rl_acledtsa goiun(;[y E)éte\z/r\}selon ;’r;)g;am broud

where oaks are prevalent is the best way to prevent exposure. If thafis R)l‘ h ’ .
possible, supplementing the cattle with feed that contains 10 percent hy_re.presented Laclede County at the Missouri State Fair
drated lime (calcium hydroxide) will lessen the hazard of acorn poisopingthis year. They are a great asset to our programs apd
Hydrated lime should be placed in a mixed ration because it is generglljc o mmu ni t y. o
unpalatable to cattle. It can also be placed into pelleted rations to gef télhe annual event was sponsored by Missouri Farm Bu-
desired consumption rate.  If a producer is concerned about acorn goi$eBau, Missouri Department of Agriculture, Missouri
ing in his herd, the following ration can be fed to cattle-ai¥’head/day | [ State Fair, University of Missouri Extension and the
for adult cattle (12 Ib/head/day for calves: (44% cottonseed or soybegn University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food
meal, 40% dehydrated alfalfa meal, corn or cotton seed hulls; 6% vegetp: nd Natural Resources '

ble oil or molasses and 10% hydrated lime. The goal is to get the coys tg )
consume around 0.4 pound of hydrated lime per day. The use of molagses

or vegetable oil is important to keep the hydrated lime from settling ofit &f

:

the ration and to increase palatability. Cattle that are not commonly fed

grain should be slowly acclimated to consuming the full ration. Providing LACLEDE COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF
the cattle with additional food sources will cause them to be less likely 1§ James Thompson, Ag. Business Specialist, CPPD
search for acorns while grazing short pasture. Doralee Ely, 4H Youth Development Specialist
Sandy Dorsey,-4H Youth Program Assistant
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