
 

J A C K S O N  C O U N T Y  

2009  ANNUAL REPORT 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION    UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION    UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION     

EXTENDING UNIVERSITY 

RESEARCH-BASED RESOURCES 



 

 
Dear Friends, 

When tough times strike, University of Missouri Extension steps up to the challenge.  Whether it was the unstable economy, 

leaving some without jobs or homes, businesses having to cut back on production , local government and schools faced with budget 

shortfalls due to reduced tax revenues, rising health care costs or natural disasters such as flooding, MU Extension programs 

connected with those in need with resources to help.  In this past year, Extension had more than 33,405  educational contacts with the 

citizens of Jackson County. In FY2009 MU Extension launched a redesigned Website that provides research-based answers to online 

visitors seeking information on wide-ranging topics including agriculture and natural resources, lawn and garden, home and consumer 

life, nutrition and health, family and relationships, community and leadership, business and careers as well as emergency 

management resources.  In June 2009 we celebrated our move of the Eastern Jackson County Extension office to downtown Blue 

Springs with an Open House.  We are enjoying our newly remodeled facility that includes a dedicated classroom for MU Extension 

programming and meetings. 

Planning continues to evolve for the Mizzou Innovation Center in conjunction with the Blue Springs Economic Development 

Corporation and the City of Blue Springs as part of the new Missouri Innovation Park to be located in Blue Springs. The state-of-the-

art, multidisciplinary Mizzou Innovation Center will ultimately provide the basis for scientific collaboration and commercial innovation 

links between the MU campus in Columbia and the research and private industrial community in Western Missouri. University of 

Missouri Extension will be an anchor tenant in the facility.   
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Extension provides that are making a real difference in the daily lives of individuals and families in Jackson County. We look forward 

to continuing to help the residents of Jackson County in 2010!    

 

University of Missouri Extension provides $12.78  in services for every   

dollar invested by the Jackson County Legislature. Without this foundation 

of local funding for basic operating costs,  
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