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Leading advances in the local food system

The University of Missouri Extension Local
Food System Development program is unique
in Jackson County and West Central Missouri.
The project is designed to further enhance and
develop community-based food systems in
Missouri by building infrastructure, fostering
entrepreneurship, promoting and marketing
local foods and furthering policy engagement.

Leveraging increased demand for locally
produced foods and facilitating the
development of a local food infrastructure will

This year, the Local Food System Development
project reached a milestone with the
organizational development of the Greater
Kansas City Food Coalition. The alliance grew
out of MU Extension efforts in organizing and

hosting educational forums to examine the
intersection of the growing local food system
and the healthy lifestyle movement sweeping
not only Jackson County but our nation.

As momentum builds, MU Extension faculty
continues to assist the group by facilitating

ensure an consistent supply of food raised by resource identification, round -table and
Missouri farmers and a visioning sessions and
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informed consumers.
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community -supported
agriculture  farms,
vegetable farms, small
orchards and direct-
marketing meat producers
are increasing in number.
Product availability is
reflected in the number
of restaurants, school
cafeterias and grocery
stores now offering
locally grown foods.
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County have increased by nearly 38 percent the

since 2006, exceeding the national average

agricultural,

nutritional, social,

economic and
environmental health
of the area. These
efforts will have a
positive impact on the
supply of food raised
and eaten in Jackson
County.
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