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HORSE SENSE

Managing pastures and the environment

To educate equine owners about pasture
management and environmental stewardship,
University of Missouri Extension was host to
the first Horse Sense equine pasture
management short course in Jackson County.
The workshop provides practical suggestions
for balancing the needs of horses with
productivity and protection of the land.

Pasture management is a costeffective strategy.
Yet many equine owners have not received
education or training on the proper

management practices for cool season grass
pastures.

Over application of fertilizer poses a threat to
the environment. Julie Abendroth, MU

Extension agronomy specialist, teaches
landowners to base their fertilizer rates on soil
test samples, an analysis offered by MU
Extension. Short course participants gain skills
to make more judicious use of both fertilizers
and herbicide products on their properties.
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are encouraged to
review their equine
pasture  management
plans and development
strategies to more
effectively and
economically produce
forage while protecting
the environment. The
outcome: Landowners
more knowledgeable
about the production
capabilities of their
pasture grasses.

Cindy Zluticky,

Jackson County continues to experience
expansion in local farms, which increased
in number from 807 farms in 2002 to 838
in 2007. From the 303 farms that currently
stable horses, a total of 58 equine owners
and enthusiasts attended the MU
Extension Horse Sense seminatr.

MU Extension
traditionally provides
unbiased, research
based information on
agriculture and
environmental
stewardship.

The Horse Sense short
course was offered in
collaboration with the
Natural Resource
Conservation Service.
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