Greetings!

I am writing to introduce you to a program that helps build the communities our churches serve, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA).  VITA is the nation's largest volunteer led free tax preparation service helping low-income Illinois working families and individuals.  Last year, the VITA volunteers working with the University of Missouri-Extension completed over 2,800 federal income tax returns and brought back $2.6 million into Missouri communities.  

Building our communities to become self-sufficient, educating to our congregation on financial literacy, and showing the communities we serve that we are alive and interested in not only their personal and spiritual development, but also their financial development is at the heart of our church's mission.

However, the VITA can not do this great work alone; they need your help.  With so many people in need of free tax preparation service, the need for volunteers grows every year.  I ask you to assist not only VITA, but also your congregation and community.  Your involvement could be as little as printing an announcement in your church bulletin or as big as forming a volunteer recruitment committee.  

Enclosed is more information about the program. If you should have any questions about VITA and the work being doing in your community, call Someone, with some organization at some number.
Friends,


Someone
