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  Tax Tips for Filing IRS Returns

The deadline for filing taxes is April 15th. 

1.  What tips do your have for those of us who are still working on preparing our tax 

      return?  

· Don’t procrastinate.  Get your records together

· Be sure to file your return by April 15 or request an extension by filing an application for an automatic extension.

2.  How do you apply for an extension in filing your tax return?

· You can call the IRS toll free 1-888-796-1074 

· You can efile or send a paper form 4868 requesting the extension

· If you owe taxes you can get an extension but interest will be charged on payments due the IRS.

· If you file electronically, you can authorize the IRS to withdraw payments

· If you choose to pay by credit card, fees may be charged by the processors

3.  What are some common mistakes people make when filing tax returns?


To reduce problems with your return:

·  Use peel-off label and check to your Social Security Number on your return

(Incorrect and missing SS Numbers delay returns)

· Check only one filing status and the appropriate exemption box

· Double-check your figures on the return. Math errors are a common mistake

· Another common mistake is failure to sign and date the return

(Both spouses must sign a joint return as well as paid preparers)
4.  How long will it take to get your tax refund?

· A paper return will take about a month.

· If you efile and use direct deposit, it takes 7-10 business days

· Direct deposit is recommended to prevent lost or stolen returns

· Make sure you enter the correct 9 digit routing number to avoid delayed returns

5. Where can you get assistance in preparing your taxes?

· You can prepare your taxes online at www.irs.gov 

· Or call 1-800-829-1040 for tax assistance from IRS

· Come to a VITA site near you.  
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