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Activities for September 2009 

Did 24 programs for 

579 attendees: 

 

¶ Strategic Planning for 

the Springfield City 

Human Rights Com-

mission (2) 

¶ Healthy Foods 

¶ Communication (2) 

¶ Ozarks Sayings 

¶ Teaching English to 

non-English LearnersðELL (3) 

¶ Missouri Place Names 

¶ Senior Enrichment (4) 

¶ Building Family Values 

¶ Conflict Management (2) 

¶ Five Love Languages for Children the 

Single, & Married  

¶ Grandparents Parenting Again (3) 

¶ Improving Transition Times for 

childcare providers 

¶ Who Gets Grandmaôs Yellow Pie Plate? 

(2) 

 

Diverse audiences: Springfield City staff & 

Human Rights Commission, parents & 

grandparents, recovering addicts, childcare 

providers, seniors, and Latinos. 

Popular Program: ñWho Gets 

Grandmaôs Yellow Pie Plate?ò 
 

Older people often own items that trigger spe-

cial memories among family members.  

It may be a yellow pie plate, an antique piano 

sitting in a corner, an old clock on the mantel or 

even a collection of family photos. 

These are pieces of living history and special 

memories. These are also the things most likely 

to divide families when it is time to distribute 

estate assets.  

That is why Dr. Wirth travels throughout 

southwest Missouri teaching a program about 

passing on non-titled property.  

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national  

origin, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability or status as a Vietnam era veteran in employment or programs. 
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Pictured above is Ed Ratliff (left) with Dr. 

Jim Wirth who presented the popular pro-

gram, ñ Who Gets Grandmaôs Yellow Pie 

Plateò at the University Club in Spring-

field on Sept. 16, 2009.  
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Vision to Action 

Fourteen participants in the Monett Vision 

2030 focus groups met for an action planning 

session. The meeting was timely due to the 

9/20 flooding of the Broadway Street business 

district. The community is discussing possible 

solutions and the impact on revitalization vi-

sions for their historic downtown. Monett has 

applied for the 2009 DREAM Initiative. 

 

Low Cost, No Cost Energy Savers 
Nine Greene County OACAC clients attended 

an energy saving lifeskills class. The program 

presents inexpensive ways to save money and 

keep the home healthy. Recent integration of 

the film ñKilowatt Oursò has enhanced the 

class by showing how others have benefitted 

from using the money and energy saving 

methods. Stephanie Svoboda, former Greene 

County OACAC coordinating partner, has 

relocated to Christian County and is partner-

ing to start this monthly program in Ozark. 

 

Community Visioning 

Collaboration with the Drury Center for Com-

munity Studies has focused its efforts for Fall 

2009 on Appleton City and the Warsaw East-

gate area. The collaborative with Drury has 

been acknowledged by a recent presentation 

acceptance to the AAC&U - American Asso-

ciation of Colleges & Universities 2009 

ñIntegrative Learning: Addressing the Com-

plexitiesò conference.  Learn more online at 

http://www.aacu.org. 

 

USDA HOME 1st time Homebuyer Educa-

tion Program 
With Stimulus Act grant incentives that will 

be ending on Nov. 30, 2009, several contacts 

have been made with local bank sources to 

develop opportunities and leads for home-

buyer education seminars to ready prospective 

clients.  

 

Housing and Environmental Design Specialist Report 

Community Contacts  
On-site consultation for 

home moisture and mold 

was provided an at a lo-

cal apartment, resulting 

in a tenantôs hospitaliza-

tion and pursuit of other 

housing. The Greene 

County office has two 

moisture meters that are 

available for 7-day 

check out for a $10 fee 

and a $100 or $200 deposit, depending on the 

meter borrowed. Additional responses to  

inquiries ranged from energy efficiency up-

grades, remodeling, Senior CoHousing as 

well as home moisture and mold problems.  

 

Participated in:  
¶ Environmental Collaborative at CPO  

¶ Ozarks Green Building Coalition 

(OGBC) monthly meeting  

¶ MU Extension Diversity Catalyst Team 

conference call 

¶ Assisted Parkview Wrestling Booster 

club with the creation of by-laws and 

continued development of the Springfield 

Area Youth Wrestling Committee  

 

The Poetics of Construction 
Issued the call for entries for a month-long 

exhibit of ñgreenò architecture projects used 

to kick-off the Missouri Literary Festival 

held in Springfield, Oct. 2-4. Work continued 

on planning 

of events, 

including a 

panel dis-

cussion on 

sustainabil-

ity and a 

viewing of the film ñ11th Hour.ò For details, 

see this website http://

www.missouriliteraryfestival.org/. 

Jeff Barber 
Housing and design 

barberj@missouri.edu 
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News media 

¶ 4 live gardening interviews with KOLRôs 

Tom Trtan 

¶ 4 taped interviews with KOLR10 

ñGardening Tips with Jill Gilardiò 

 

Requests for information 

¶ Telephone contacts ï 45 for advisement 

¶ Email contacts ï 26 contacts 

¶ Office visits ï 2 for consultation  

¶ Site visits ï 5 (plus 1 Hmong) for consul-

tation and advisement 

 

Programs Presented: 

¶ ñWhy are Soils Important to Second 

Graders,ò Pleasant Hope Elementary 

School second grade classes (8/27) 

¶ ñUsing Natives in the Golf Course Land-

scape,ò Ozarks Turfgrass Managers As-

sociation meeting, Branson (9/8) 

¶ ñThe Origins of Apples,ò Friends of the 

Garden general meeting (9/10) 

¶ ñTomatoes for the Home Gar-

denò (repeated 2 times), SWREC 

Fall Field Day, Mount Vernon 

(9/12) 

¶ ñGarden Structures to Protect 

Your Plants,ò Christian County 

Master Gardener fall seminar 

(9/12) 

¶ ñBasics of Organic and Sustain-

able Fruit Production,ò Kansas 

City Growing Growers confer-

ence, Kearney (9/14) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò Mas-

ter Gardener level 1 training, 

Neosho (9/15) 

¶ ñOrganic Fruit Production,ò Ad-

vanced training, Missouri State 

Master Gardener conference, Jef-

ferson City (9/18) 

¶ ñManaging Your Lawn in the 

Fall,ò Pinewood Nursery semi-

nar, Avilla (9/25) 

Coordinated: 

¶ Preparation of turf 

management plan 

for Springfield 

School district, in 

cooperation with 

Ellen Littrel. 

¶ Master Naturalist 

training activities 

¶ Hmong project site 

ï 10 visits on 9/4 

¶ End of season plan-

ning meeting and evaluation, OACAC 

Head Start Gardens project (8/31) 

¶ Horticulture soil test reports - recommen-

dations and distribution for SW region ï 

54 reports 

 

Participated in: 

¶ Greene County Extension Council meet-

ing (8/31) 

Continued on page 9 

Patrick Byers 
Horticulture 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

 

Horticulture Specialist & Master Gardener Report 

Ag Education Day Presentations 
Pat Byers participated in the annual Vocational Agri-

culture day at the MU Southwest Center in Mount 

Vernon on September 10. Over 2000 area students 

attended the event. His presentation on tomato pro-

duction was delivered to nine classes. In the above 

photo he is presenting to students from Greenfield. 
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Contacts 

¶ Made 10 personal face-to-face visits with 

individuals in Greene County. 

¶ Over 43 telephone contacts. 

¶ Emails received: 386 Emails sent: 199       

 

Programming 

¶ Organized ñMoney Management 

Choicesò workshop for employees at O 

& S Trucking, Inc. 

¶ Serving on an eight member Urban Im-

pact Team Statewide Coordinating Com-

mittee that met in Columbia. Have also 

been asked to co-chair the Springfield-

Greene County Urban Impact Team, 

which is one of three teams (St. Louis, 

Kansas City, Springfield) that will be 

working on research, program develop-

ment and funding resources to reduce 

health disparities in Missouriôs urban ar-

eas. Began research on the topic and 

started work on developing Springfield-

Greene County Urban Impact Team.   

   

Meetings 

¶ Met with an individual who was doing a 

community needs assessment. 

¶ Attended Springfield-Greene County 

Complete Count Committee meeting for 

the 2010 U.S. Census. 

¶ Prepared for and led Greene County Ex-

tension staff meeting. 

¶ Attended three day cohort meeting in Co-

lumbia. While in Columbia, also met 

with Chris Bromley, MU Extensionôs 

grants and contracts specialist. 

¶ Attended County Council meeting, 

Southwest Regional Faculty Meeting and 

Southwest Regional Council Meeting. 

¶ Attended revenue generation training ses-

sion.  

 

 

Miscellaneous 

¶ Conducted state grant 

research. 

¶ Made preparations for 

upcoming regular 

monthly County 

Council meeting as 

well as an Election 

Committee meeting. 

¶ Worked extensively 

on preparing for up-

coming ñGreene 

County Extension 

Liftoff Meeting.ò This County Council 

presentation and work session is designed 

to be an important strategic planning time 

that will provide focus and direction to our 

resource development efforts. 

¶ Worked on Donor Prospect Referral form. 

¶ Worked on Greene County Extension Ad-

visory Council brochure. 

¶ Reviewed a Request for Proposal from the 

City of Springfield. 

Urban Program Specialist and County Program Director 

Dr. Tim Siebert 
Urban Programs 

siebertt@missouri.edu 

That is Some Return 
 

Worked on Greene County Exten-

sionôs 2010 appropriations request 

letter and delivered it to the Greene 

County Commission. Researched 

and determined that in 2009, Uni-

versity of Missouri Extension pro-

vided about $1,485,564 in direct and 

leveraged support to Greene County. 

In other words, for every $1 of sup-

port MU Extension receives from 

Greene County, $15 is provided 

back to the county in return.  




