
Reaching Out Report 
University of Missouri Extension 

833 Boonville, Springfield, Mo. 65802 

Tel: (417) 862-9284 

Activities for May 2009 

Media Contact 

¶ 4 live interviews with KOLR10ôs Tom Trtan 

¶ 4 taped interviews with KOLR10 ñGardening 

Tips with Jill Gilardiò 

¶ Print media/Contributed to several articles 

 

Requests for information  

¶ Telephone contacts ï 35 for advisement 

¶ Email contacts ï 35 contacts 

¶ Office visits ï 3 for consultation/advisement 

¶ Site visits ï 7 for consultation & advisement 

 

Programs Presented 

¶ ñVegetable Gardening in the Ozarks Through 

the Seasonsò and ñRaised Bed Vegetable 

Gardening,ò at Wal-Mart seminar (4/25) 

¶ Watershed Festival, Valley Water Mill (5/5) 

¶ OACAC Life Skills Gardening Class (5/5) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò Polk County Level 

1 Master Gardener class (5/11) 

¶ ñHome Vegetable Production,ò 

Webster County Level 1 Master 

Gardener class (5/18) 

 

Coordinated   

¶ Organizational meeting for to-

mato grafting workshop (5/4) 

¶ Tomato Grafting Workshop 

(5/6) 

¶ Planning meeting for Lawrence 

County Twilight Horticulture 

Tour (5/6) 

¶ Planning meeting ï SW Region 

Vegetable Tour (5/11) 

¶ Horticulture soil test reports - 

recommendations and 

distribution for SW 

region ï  45 

 

Participated in 

¶ Greene County Master 

Gardener Plant Sale, 

Springfield (4/25), 

board meeting (5/4); 

Master Gardener an-

nual banquet (5/14) 

¶ Greene County Exten-

sion Council monthly 

meeting (4/27); staff 

meeting 5/12 

¶ Master Naturalist executive meeting (5/13) 

¶ Missouri Small Fruit Conference planning 

meeting (5/14) 

¶ Monthly meeting of the Professional 

Grounds Managers Society (5/15) 

¶ Weekly IPM call in  (5/20) 

¶ Watershed Festival planning 

meeting (5/20) 

¶ SWREC advisory board 

meeting (5/22) 

¶ MU IPM insect monitoring 

program ï place traps, monitor 
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Patrick Byers 
Horticulture 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

 

Horticulture Specialist & Master Gardener Report 

Greene County  

 

Kids Gardening 

programs at ... 
¶ Douglas Head Start 

(4/26) and (5/4) 

¶ Stewart Head Start 

(4/30) and (5/4) 

¶ Grant Head State 

(4/26) and (5/4) 



Contacts 

 

¶ Shared information regarding the University 

of Missouri Extension with over 19 individu-

als in the community. 

¶ Made 53 telephone contacts. 

¶ Emails received: 428     Emails sent: 159        

¶ The evening of May 12, hosted a University 

of Missouri Extension exhibit booth at the 

North Springfield Betterment Association 

Attendance Party.  Nearly 1,000 school chil-

dren and their families attended the event.   

 

Programming 

 

¶ Coordinated and attended two Urban Gar-

dening Workshops presented at the Wal-Mart 

Supercenter at 3520 West Sunshine on Satur-

day, April 25.  Also set up and managed an 

exhibit booth at the workshops and distrib-

uted information on services provided 

through the University of Missouri Exten-

sion.  Patrick Byers, Horticulture Specialist, 

presented the workshops. 

¶ Made PowerPoint presenta-

tion at Greene County 

Mayorôs Association meet-

ing.  Presented a Needs 

Analysis for Greene County 

and discussed urban pro-

gramming possibilities.  

David Burton, Civic Com-

munications Specialist, as-

sisted with the presentation 

and provided information on 

ñSunshine Lawò workshops. 

¶ Made a PowerPoint presen-

tation entitled ñUniversity of 

Missouri Extension . . . And 

Youò at the Willard Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

meeting.  Shared information 

regarding Extension work-

shops and services. 

¶ Helped secure locations for 

four ñHome Canning the 

Safe Wayò classes by partnering with the 

Springfield-Greene County Park Board.    
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Meetings 

 

¶ Attended County 

Council meeting. 

¶ Attended two Greene 

County Commission 

meetings. 

¶ Attended Springfield 

Area Chamber of 

Commerceôs ñGood 

Morning Springfield.ò 

¶ Attended Springfield 

Area Chamber of 

Commerceôs ñSmall Business Awards 

Luncheon.ò 

¶ Attended Springfield Area Chamber of Com-

merceôs Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the 

new Springfield-Branson National Airport 

Terminal. 

¶ Made a brief presentation at the Southwest 

Missouri Extension Retireeôs Luncheon. 

¶ Served as a judge at the 4-H ñShare the Fun 

Nightò on Saturday evening, 

April 25, in Willard. 

¶ Served as a judge for 

Greene County 4-H Scholar-

ships. 

¶ Completed ñHow to 

Giveò resource development 

publication.  This informa-

tion, or a slightly modified 

version, will be posted to the 

Greene County Extension 

website. 

¶ Met, along with David 

Burton and Nancy Cham-

bers, with Glenn Blake re-

garding database manage-

ment possibilities for the 

Greene County Extension 

Office. 

¶ Participated in three 

separate hour-and-a-half 

Adobe Connect training ses-

sions on ñSocial Capital.ò   

 

Urban Program Specialist Report 

Dr. Tim Siebert 
Urban Programs 

siebertt@missouri.edu 

 

Upcoming Urban  

Programs of note é 
¶ Worked on partnership possi-

bility to provide ñMunicipal 

Officials Trainingò workshop 

that is scheduled for 5 p.m. 

on July 30. 

¶ Finalized a ñFreezing Your 

Garden Produceò workshop 

at 6:30 p.m. on July 16 at the 

Saladmaster Cooking Center 

in Springfield. 

¶ Worked on partnership to 

provide ñFirst Steps:  How to 

Start a Business in Missouriò 

workshop that is tentatively 

scheduled for 4 p.m. on July 

14 at Springfield Chamber. 



Community Contacts and Partnerships é  

 

Our first urban 4-H clubs are under construction! 

¶ 4/14 ï Battlefield Farmers Market  

       Beginning the end of May Exploring 4-H 

will be presented at the Friday evening Farm-

ers Market meetings. The goal is to launch an 

urban 4-H club beginning in August utilizing 

the Battlefield Community Center.  

¶ 4/27 ï Caring Communities Neighborhood 

Resource Meeting 

¶ 5/20 ï Met with volunteers at Ed V Williams 

¶ Great things have stemmed from the Caring 

Communities meeting. Our first Urban 

Greene County 4-H club will start 

when school commences in August. A 

gentleman who volunteers at Ed V Williams 

School has committed to lead the group of 

youth with my assistance. Potential funding 

will be provided through a partnership with 

the school and the Caring Communities ï 

Community Partnership Organization.    

¶ 5/11 ï Rutledge Wilson Farm Park 

       Rutledge Wilson Farm Park will be 

the host sight for a number of partner-

ship activities between the park and 4-

H this summer and 

in the future. Assis-

tance will be provided 

during their Dairy 

Days in June. We will 

use the park in July as 

the site for our Opera-

tion Military Kids 

Summer Camp. With 

the assistance of Jake, 

Nick and Amy future 

activities are in the 

planning stages. 

¶ 5/21 ï Met with rep-

resentatives from 

the Springfield 

Park system and 

Bass Pro  ï Out-

door Fitness Festival Committee. This 

was an exciting meeting. Greene County 4-H 

will be show cased during the Outdoor Fit-
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ness Festival in 

late October at 

Springfield Lake. 

The goal is to pro-

mote 4-H to urban 

families by show-

casing our outdoor 

projects; Conser-

vation Frontiers, 

Wildlife, Sport 

Fishing, Forestry, 

Outdoor Adven-

tures, and Shoot-

ing Sports. We will present the 4-H Village 

during the Mountain Man Rendezvous. 

Youth project exhibits will be on display, 

experiential games and activities will be 

available for participants. Prizes for all par-

ticipants will be provided by Bass Pro.  

 

Leadership 

¶ Supervision/leadership provided to YPAôs in 

Greene, Christian and Dallas counties   

¶ Counseled (new) 4-H club leaders from two 

4-H clubs, accepted and processed 43 regis-

trations for the SW summer camps at Roar-

ing River, Camp Smokey, Cassville, MO; 

assisted Sherry Kelley 

with Greene County 

Treasury duties  

¶ 4/16 & 5/21 ï 

Greene County 4-H 

Leaders Council meet-

ing 

 

Programs Presented 

¶ 4/27, 4/30 & 5/4 ï 

Gardening with Head 

Start ï teaming with 

Patrick Byers ï we 

have planted vegetable 

seeds and plants. We 

are  hatching good 

insects like praying 

mantis.  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

4-H Youth Development Specialist Report 

Velynda Cameron 
4-H youth development 

cameronv@missouri.edu 

Praying mantis hatchlings being released into the 

Stewart Head Start vegetable garden (above).  



 

CONTôD FROM PAGE 3 
 

About 100 baby praying mantises were released 

into the vegetable garden at Stewart Head Start. 

We are still in ñwaitingò at the Grant Head Start! 

We will hatch butterflies in the very near future 

at both sites and release those into the gardens.  

 

Customer Quotes ï from the mouths of babes: 
¶ Watermelon is a favorite vegetable é along 

with carrots and broccoli 

¶ When birds ñpreyò ï they get to eat mice, 

snakes and rabbits  

 

Participated In 

 
¶ 4/25 Greene County 4-H Share the Fun  

¶ 4/27 Greene County Extension Meeting 

¶ 5/2 Greene County 4-H Personal Presenta-

tions Day  

¶ 5/12 Greene County staff meeting  

¶ Acting Leader of the SW Regional 4-H 

Achievement Day ï in charge of planning the 

event to be held Monday July 20 at Ozarks 

Technical Community College  

 

Other 

 

¶ 4/28 Professional Development ï 4-H Center 

for Youth Development, Youth Development 

Academy Committee/ Columbia ï participated as 

a team member of this committee. With the des-

ignation of the 4-H Center for Youth Develop-

ment as an academic unit, the committee will 

help with the launch of the Academy with formal 

education for continuing education credits and 

credit courses. Our vision is to see the Academy 

offer continuing education units, progressing to 

bachelor and graduate level credits.  We are de-

veloping the curriculum modules at this time. 

 

¶    4/28 Professional Development  - completed 

the basic archery instructor training ï NASP 

(National Archery in the Schools Program) 

taught by Jean Mayer, MO Department of Con-

servation in Carthage.*** 
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4-H Youth Development Specialist & Youth Program Assistant  

Coordinated 
 

Personal Presentations 

 

¶ Held on May 2, at the 

Lucille Cogdill Early 

Childhood Leaning 

Center in Strafford, 

MO;  56 total youth & 

adult in attendance. 

 

Hero Packs  

 

¶ In conjunction with Operation Military.  Justin 

Mauss, an eight year 4-H member from Ash 

Grove, presented two Hero Packs on May 7th, 

at McBride Elementary, in SW Springfield.  

He presented one to a first grader and one to a 

kindergartner.  The kindergartnerôs mother is 

deployed to Iraq; the first graderôs father is 

deployed to Afghanistan.   

 

     

Flower Beds at Greene County Court House 

 

¶ Planted annuals and perennials on May 21 

during Teen Council .  The perennials were 

provided by the Jot Em Down 4-H Club.  The 

beds will be weeded monthly by Greene 

County 4-H Clubs.  

 

Participated In 
 

¶ Southwest Regional Dog Show 

¶ Teen Council ï Flower Baskets 

¶ Dairy  Cow Camp preparation 

¶ 4-H Show Me Wares  CENTRA call 

¶ Teen Council Meeting 

¶ Greene County 4-H Fair preparation; Horse 

Show; 4-H Family Breakfast ï Midwest Dairy  

sponsoring                                    

¶ Greene County 4-H Foundation Meeting 

¶ Dairy Cow Camp 

                                          

 

Becky Fay 
4-H assistant 

fayr@missouri.edu 



Southwest Region News Service: 

 

BY THE NUMBERS é 

¶ 21 new subscribers 

¶ 4 columns in Springfield News-Leader 

¶ 4 columns in Republic Monitor 

¶ News service stories written this month ï 46 

¶ Spots on KOLR - 3 

¶ Media calls ï 2 special inquiries of me 

¶ E-mailed questions (related to stories) ï 22 

 

SPECIAL IMPACTS  

¶ 90-inch story on the annual Master Gardener 

plant sale in the News-Leader. 

 

Participated in: Greene County Commission 

monthly meetings; regional update with MU 

Community Development program director Mary 

Leuci; community public information officers 

roundtable; training at TCRC on ñWindows 

Movie Maker.ò 

  

CPD Duties: CPD related meetings, CPD related 

office visits and CPD communications; reaching 

out report, ongoing instruction for Tim Siebert, 

council meetings and administrative duties. 

Page 5 

Greene County ñReaching Outò Report   Last Updated May 29, 2009 

 Programs 

¶ Greene County 

Mayorôs Association 

meeting on April 30: 

ñWhat Can MU Ex-

tension Do for 

You?ò There were 

10 mayors and ad-

ministrators in atten-

dance. 

¶ 30 minute program 

entitled, ñNews 

Writing for Business 

Ownersò on May 4 for the SW Business 

Marketing Network. Total attendance: 35. 

¶ QuickBooks training at BKD on May 13-14 

for 6 small business owners 

¶ ñHome Canning the Safe Way.ò Two classes 
on Monday, May 11 at the Willard Commu-

nity Center, Willard, Mo. Total attendance: 

58. Two classes on Tuesday, May 26 at Sec-

ond Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo. Total 

attendance: 62 
 

Upcoming classes I am leading: 

¶ ñHome Canning the Safe Wayò classes at 
1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. on June 25 at the 

Greene County Extension Center, July 13 at 

Doling Family Center and July 22 at Chester-

field Family Center. 

¶ ñJams, Jellies and Picklesò classes on July 1 
at the Greene County Extension Center. 

¶ ñIns and Outs of the Missouri Sunshine Lawò 
program in conjunction with the Missouri 

Attorney Generalôs office and the Southwest 

Missouri PRO Chapter of the Society of Pro-

fessional Journalists: June 4 -- noon to 2 p.m. 

and 6 p.m. ï 8 p.m., both at 833 Boonville, 

Springfield, Missouri. 

¶ I will be teaching community journalism as 

part of the Upward Bound program at Mis-

souri State this summer. Greene County Ex-

tension will be paid for my services to this 

program. 

  

Continued to page 11  

County Program Director & Civic Communication Specialist 

David Burton 
Civic communication 

burtond@missouri.edu 

Non-Profit Development Program 

Finalized an agreement with Drury Univer-

sity on formation of ñOzarks Non-profit De-

velopment Project.ò David Burton will work 

in conjunction with the communications pro-

gram at Drury on student communication and 

marketing plans for local non-profits (Tim 

Siebert will assist). Each plan has an esti-

mated value of $15,000 for each non-profit 

organization that works with the program. 

The local MU Extension center will provide 

follow-up and appropriate trainings after the 

students have completed their work. Greene 

County Extension has developed a quarterly 

non-profit newsletter to communicate with 

this new audience and will link them to re-

sources available through MU. 
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Programs Presented in APRIL:   

34 programs for 830 attendees  

 

Program audiences included laid-off workers, 

domestic violence victims, recovering addicts, 

new immigrants, and seniors  
 

Presented these Programs 
¶ Authority & Leadership 

¶ Basic Parenting (3) 

¶ Chronic Disease Self Management 

¶ Communication 

¶ Coping with Change & Being Laid Off 

¶ Coping with Suffering, Loss, & Death 

¶ Managing Emotions under Pressure (2) 

¶ Managing Your Health 

¶ MO Immigration Issues 

¶ Problem Solving 

¶ Relationship Building 

¶ Relationship Enhancement 

¶ Setting Goals (2) 

¶ Spectrum Temperament 

¶ Stress Management 

¶ Teaching English to Non-English Speakers- 

ELL  (4) 

¶ Transformational Personal Change (2) 

 

Coordinated these Programs 
¶ Author of Childrenôs Books 

¶ Blending Opera Roles 

¶ Disneyôs Mulan 

¶ Drury Music Department 

¶ Educational Trends 

¶ History of Vaudeville 

¶ History of Volunteering 

¶ Little Theatre 

¶ Tales of Elviree 

 

Programs Presented in MAY:  

 

19 programs for 359 attendees  

Program Audiences included retired profession-

als, domestic violence victims, recovering ad-

dicts, new immigrants, and seniors.   

 

Special audience of one presentation:  Latinos 

and researchers attending the multi-state regional 

conference of ñCambio de Coloresò  

Human Development Specialist Report 

Presented these Programs 

¶ Basic Parenting 

¶ Chronic Disease Self 

Management (3) 

¶ Culture as Challenge 

and as Asset presented 

at multi-state Cambio 

Conference  

¶ Exercising & Enhanc-

ing your Memory 

¶ Relationship Enhance-

ment (4) 

¶ Teaching English to 

Non-English Speakers

- ELL (3) 

 

Coordinated these Programs 
¶ Alternative Medicine 

¶ A View of China 

¶ Concert with Josh 

¶ Native American History 

¶ Senior Saints 

¶ Springfield Update 

John Rotenberry (left), vice-president of the 

University Club in Springfield, thanks Dr. 

Jim Wirth, human development specialist 

with MU Extension, for his program on 

ñEnhancing and Exercising our Memory.ò 

Dr. Jim Wirth  
Human development 

wirthj@missouri.edu 
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Community Contacts  
Phone and e-mail consultations regarding mold, 

energy efficiency upgrades and insect infestation.  

 
Sedalia Integrated Trails Visioning Project:  
Co-Facilitator for the final presentation of the 

Community Visioning project by Drury architec-

ture students to present ideas for a future pedes-

trian and cycling trail network within the com-

munity. Additionally, the vision the students 

called S.M.A.R.T., integrates the KATY Trail 

and the State Fair complex into the community. 

19 participants  

 

ONE2 Conference Presentation:  
Presentation on Green Building and Renovation, 

coordinated with Traci Sooter of the Hammons 

School of Architecture, Drury University. 

 

USDA HOME 1st time Homebuyer Education 

Program:  
3 Greene County persons / 2 households 

 

Low Cost, No Cost  

Energy Savers:  
Energy Saving life skills class for 16 Greene 

County, 26 Dade County OACAC clients and 12 

Barry County Habitat for Humanity cli-

ents.  The program covered inexpensive 

ways to save money, keep the home 

healthy and ideas for surviving cold 

weather disasters.  

 

Participated in 

 

¶ Prepared an article for ñSilver 

Threadsò on Senior CoHousing 

¶ Housing Collaborative -  CPO at 

OACAC  

¶ Ozarks Green Building Coalition 

(OGBC) monthly meeting  

¶ City of Springfield Open House on 

traffic & street improvements around 

MSU   

¶ Rountree Neighborhood Association 

monthly meeting re: flooding issues 

Housing and Environmental Design Specialist Report 

¶ Parkview High School 

Wrestling and Baseball 

Boosters  

 

Monett Downtown Revi-

talization and  

Visioning Project:  
Co-Facilitator for the final 

presentation of the Com-

munity Visioning project 

by Drury architecture stu-

dents to raise awareness of 

Broadway revitalization, 

flood mitigation and community redevelopment 

issues. 36 participants   

Featured on KY3 News on May 13, 2009: 

http://www.ky3.com/home/video/44948622.html 

 

Future Coordination  
Follow-up meeting in late May on Monett Vi-

sioning with the Downtown Retail Committee, 

possible development of a Smart Growth com-

mittee all in coordination with Dennis Pyle, 

Monett City Administrator. 

Jeff Barber 
Housing and design 

barberj@missouri.edu 

A  still from the news story aired on May 13 about the project 

in Monett that Jeff Barber and students at Drury University 

are working on. The main focus of the visioning plan for 

Monett is to correct their downtown flooding problem. 

http://www.ky3.com/home/video/44948622.html

