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Activities for March 2009 

Presented 21 programs for 570 attendees 

in 4 counties:   

 

Presented these Programs 

¶ Communication & Decision Making 

¶ Diversity (2) 

¶ Everyday Life in the Ozarks: Then to 

Now 

¶ Exercising & Enhancing your Memory 

¶ Humor & Other Interesting Things 

¶ Senior Health 

¶ Sickness & Health 

¶ Spectrum Temperament 

¶ Spiritual Passages through Life  

¶ Successful Aging (2) 

¶ Teaching English to non-English Learn-

ersðELL (3) 

 

Coordinated these Programs 

¶ Barbershop Quartets 

¶ Emergency Management 

¶ Information about Gorillas 

¶ Jazz 

¶ Springfield Sister Cities 

¶ Variety Hires 

 

Special Audiences of Interest:  low income 

people in a leadership program, a heart-

attack support group, and prisoners at the 

Federal Medical Prison, and foster grand-

parents 

Further Description of the 

Foster Grandparents 

program   

 

The Foster Grandparents 

Program is a government 

program where foster 

grandparents devote their 

volunteer service to dis-

advantaged or disabled 

youth. They offer emo-

tional support to children 

and tutor children with low literacy skills 

among other things.  To be a volunteer in the 

Foster Grandparent program one must be at 

least 60, must meet some income eligibility 

guidelines, love children, and volunteer so 

many hours a week. 

 

Foster grandparents have a need for profes-

sional development.  University of Missouri 

Extensionôs Human Development Specialist 

Dr. Jim Wirth offers programs to meet that 

need, especially in Greene and Polk Coun-

ties.   

University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national  

origin, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability or status as a Vietnam era veteran in employment or programs. 
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Human Development Specialist Report 

Dr. Jim Wirth  
Human development 

wirthj@missouri.edu 

Learn more about the programs Dr. Jim 

Wirth can conduct in your community by 

clicking on the link entitled, ñPrograms 

Available from Dr. Jim Wirthò at  

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene. 
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Coordinated   
¶ Seminar series at the 

Spring Lawn and Gar-

den Show, Springfield, 

MO (2/20-22) 

¶ Greene County Master 

Gardener Level 1 

training (6 sessions) 

¶ Greene County Head-

start Garden project 

planning meeting, 

Springfield, (3/20) 

¶ Show Me Yards and 

Streams Conference, Springfield, (3/25) 

¶ Horticulture soil test reports - recommenda-

tions and distribution for Southwest region ï  

301 reports this month. 

 

Participated in 
¶ Greene County Extension Council Annual 

Meeting, Springfield, MO (2/23) 

¶ Berry Basket Newsletter meeting, (3/3) 

¶ Greene County Master Gardener Chapter 

board meeting, Springfield, MO (3/3) 

¶ Greene County Soil and Water Conservation 

District board meeting, Springfield, (3/3) 

¶ Greene County Master Gardener general 

meeting, Springfield, MO (3/10) 

¶ High Tunnel Workshop, MSU State Fruit 

Experiment Station, Mountain Grove, (3/12) 

 

Human interest 
The KOLR10 ñGardening Tips with Jill Gilardiò 

series is in its second year.  This collaborative 

effort with the MU Extension horticulture pro-

gram focuses on home vegetable production.  

Each week from March to November (or the first 

hard frost) a different topic is featured, which is 

then aired and also made available via streaming 

video on the web.  This season I arranged for a 

donation of a second raised bed, provided by 

SOMO Agriculture Supply, which joins our 

original bed at the KOLR TV station and will 

expand our programming opportunities.  I also 

received funding from the MU IPM Plant Protec-

tion Program to conduct a tomato grafting work-

shop for the SW Region, scheduled for May 6 at 

Horticulture Specialist & Master Gardener Report 

Patrick Byers 
Horticulture 

byerspl@missouri.edu 

 

TV and Radio 
¶ Radio interview with Debbie Johnson of Co-

operative Media Group (2/24) 

¶ 3 live interviews with KOLR10ôs Tom Trtan 

¶ 4 taped interviews with KOLR10 ñGardening 

Tips with Jill Gilardiò 

 

Print media 
¶ Contributed to several articles 

¶ Requests for information (1/24-2/19) 

¶ Site visits ï 4 made for consultation 

¶ Telephone contacts ï 102 for advisement 

¶ Email contacts ï 39 contacts 

¶ Office visits ï 6 for consultation 

 

Programs Presented 
¶ ñSmall Fruit for the Ozarks,ò Spring Lawn 

and Garden Show, Springfield, MO (2/21) 

¶ ñGreen Lawn Care,ò Spring Lawn and Gar-

den Show, Springfield, MO (2/21) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò Carthage Master 

Gardener Core Training, Carthage, (2/23) 

¶ ñHome Tree Fruit Production,ò Pinewood 

Nursery Seminar series, Avilla, MO (2/27) 

¶ Fruit Pruning Workshop, Seymour, (2/27) 

¶ ñGrowing Vegetables in a Raised Bed,ò Arc 

of the Ozarks Day, Springfield (3/1) 

¶ ñWarm and Cool Season Crops for Direct 

Marketing,ò Growing to Sell at a Farmers 

Market workshop, Springfield, MO (3/6) 

¶ ñTall Tales vs Truth: Weather Lore,ò pre-

sented with Tom Trtan, KOLR10 Storm 

Academy, Springfield, MO (3/7) 

¶ Fruit Pruning Workshop, Greenfield, (3/7) 

¶ ñHome Fruit Production,ò MO Garden series, 

Springfield, MO (3/9) 

¶ Fruit Pruning Workshop, Lamar, MO (3/11) 

¶ ñBack Door ï Brambles and Berries,ò Master 

Gardeners of Kansas City Spring Seminar, 

Kansas City, MO (3/14) 

¶ ñPlant Development and Environments,ò 

Carthage Master Gardener training(2/23) 

¶ ñIPM for the Home Landscape,ò and ñThe 

Right Plant in the Right Place,ò Show Me 

Yards and Neighborhoods conference, 

Springfield (1/13) 

¶ ñHome Berry Possibilities,ò Pinewood Nurs-

ery Seminar series, Avilla, MO (3/27) 

 Continued on page 17 



Contacts 

 

¶ Made personal face-to-face contacts with 16 

individuals in community. 

¶ Made PowerPoint presentation on extension 

services to approximately 30 individuals at 

Rotary Club of Springfield North meeting. 

¶ Phone contacts with 49 individuals. 

¶ Emails received:  315    Emails sent:  165 

 

Meetings 

 

¶ Greene County Extension Annual Meeting. 

¶ Attended a seminar for area nonprofit organi-

zations entitled ñA Conversation:  Managing 

in Tough Times.ò  The seminar was spon-

sored by the Community Foundation of the 

Ozarks, Missouri State University / Go Lead 

GOLD, Springfield-Greene County Library, 

and United Way of the Ozarks. 

¶ Traveled to Lamar to spend time with Jay 

Chism, Agronomy Specialist and County 

Program Director in Barton County. 

¶ Meeting at Springfield Area Chamber of 

Commerce. 

¶ Attended ñAdvanceò database training on the 

MU Campus.  We now have access to the 

campus development database.  Also visited 

with the following individuals while on cam-

pus:  Barb Casady, Director of Development-

University Extension; Tom Boren, Director 

of Advancement Services; Melinda Craw-

ford, Biographical Records; Suzanne Hans-

ford-Bowles, Grant Writer Extension; Chris 

Bromley, Grants and Contracts Specialist ï 

Administrative Management; and Callie 

Glascock, Administrative Manager ï Coop-

erative Extension. 

¶ Southwest Regional Council meeting.   

 

 Miscellaneous 
 

¶ Completed PowerPoint presentation on ex-

tension services that can be presented to civic 

clubs and other groups in Greene County. 

¶ Worked on a proposal for a possible contract 

for service. 

¶ Assisted an individual who wanted informa-
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tion related to an alter-

native energy source 

he had developed. 

¶ Assisted an individual 

who requested infor-

mation regarding food 

plots for deer. 

¶ Assisted an individual 

who wanted informa-

tion about starting a 

nonprofit.  

¶ Submitted a $2,000 

request for a 4-H Club 

sponsorship. 

¶ Completed County Council motion related to 

the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce. 

¶ Mailed ñRules for Missouri Fourth-Class 

Citiesò to an individual who had requested 

the information. 

¶ Completed 2009 Plan of Work. 

¶ Began work on Urban Programs publication 

that will highlight urban programming and 

assistance offered through the Greene 

County Extension office. 

¶ Made telephone calls to a number of the cit-

ies in Greene County requesting input on 

possible Sunshine Law workshop. 

¶ Began work on Service Mapping Matrices 

for youth services that can be provided by the 

Extension. 

 

 

Upcoming 

 

¶ Presentation on extension services to Cham-

ber of Commerce in Willard on May 12. 

¶ Have been extended an invitation, with 

David Burton, to meet with the Greene 

County Mayors Association on April 30. 

¶ Have been asked to make a brief presentation 

at the Southwest Missouri Extension Re-

tireeôs Meeting on May 8.  

Urban Program Specialist Report 

Dr. Tim Siebert 
Urban Programs 

siebertt@missouri.edu 



Community Contact 

 
¶ 3/18 Met with Tiger Stripes After School 

Program Directors ï planning stage for im-

plementing 4-H into after school program ï 

K through 6th grade, Republic Schools  

¶ Finalized recreational plans for summer 

camp with Roaring River Park Ranger Dusty 

Reid and Tim Smith Nature Center staff  

Leadership 
¶  

Supervision and leadership provided to 

YPAôs in Greene, Christian and Dallas coun-

ties  

¶ Created Feb/Mar Clover Talk 4-H newsletter 

¶ Counseled (new) 4-H club leader from the 

¶ Sho-Me 4-H club, accepted and processed 

youth applications for the SW Regional Ratt 

Trip, assisted Sherry Kelley with Greene 

County Treasury duties  

¶ 3/19 ï Greene County 4-H Leaders Council 

meeting 

¶  

Programs Presented 

 
¶ 2/25 Met with a potential Taney County Club 

Leader  

¶ 3/2 Presented 4-H to a potential group of 

Hickory County Club Leaders 

Participated In 
¶ Annual Greene County Extension Meeting  

¶ Greene County 4-H Foundation Meeting 

2/24  

¶ Cohort ITV Training/ TCRC Reeds Spring 

2/25  

¶ SW Regional 4-H Category Centra Meeting 

ï summer program planning (camps, fairs 

and other regional events) 3/2 & 3/16  

¶ Greene County 4-H Foundation Meeting  

3/24  

Other 
¶ 3/8-3/11 Professional Development  - partici-

pated as team member ï NAEYC (National 

Association for the Education of Young Chil-

dren) Associate Degree Program Accredita-
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tion peer review 

site visit at anony-

mous university  in 

the state of Okla-

homa ï expenses 

paid for by host 

university 

¶ 3/20 Planning 

meeting with Pat-

rick Byers and 

local Head Starts 

gardening project  

 

  

4-H Youth Development Specialist Report 

Velynda Cameron 
4-H youth development 

cameronv@missouri.edu 



Have come back to work 20 hours a week 

until April 17.  

 

Spent first day back reading emails and re-

sponding accordingly. 

 

 

¶ Participated in the Centra category meet-

ing with the Southwest Regional Youth 

Staff on Monday, March 16. 

 

¶ Updated Share the Fun form and judging 

criteria, event will be held on April 25, in 

Willard. This information is on the web-

site.  This event begins at 6:30 pm and 

everyone is invited to attend. 

 

¶ Updated Personal Presentations Day 

book, this event is held in Strafford on 

May 2.  It is at this event where our 

Greene County members qualify to go to 

Regional Achievement Day on July 20 in 

Springfield.  This event qualifies mem-

bers for state contests too. 

 

¶ I judged Agri-Business Academy final-

ists for USDA at MSU.  We interviewed 

9 candidates; five were chosen to attend 

the Academy in June, in Kansas City.  

 

¶ Attended Teen Council on Thursday, 

March 19th; they meet while Leaders 

Council meet each third Thursday of the 

month.  They are doing a fund raiser; 

they are selling hanging baskets to be de-

livered before Motherôs Day.  The bas-

kets will sell for $25 each. 

 

¶ Attended the Greene County 4-H Foun-

dation meeting, Tuesday, March 24 here 

at the office.  
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¶ On Friday, March 

27, I attended a We-

bApps training in 

Christian County. 

4-H Youth Program Assistantôs Report 

Becky Fay 
4-H assistant 

fayr@missouri.edu 



 Community contact: 
¶ 4 agriculture columns in Springfield News-

Leader; 4 ñAsk the Master Gardenerò col-

umns also in the News-Leader 

¶ 4 columns in Republic Monitor 

¶ News service stories written this month ï 38 

¶ Spots on KOLR - 1 

¶ Media calls ï 5 special media inquiries 

¶ E-mailed questions (related to story topics) 

responded to ï 24 

¶ Botanical Center ï Winter mailing has now 

generated gifts in excess of $3,000. 

¶ Redesigned county and regional website 

¶ Coordinated all aspects of the Society of Pro-

fessional Journalists 1st Amendment Essay 

Contest for the entire state of Missouri; re-

ceived 96 entries from 9th to 12 the students 

from 48 different schools. 

¶ Set up and marketed two Pesticide Applica-

tor Training classes in the Greene County 

office on March 12; had 23 attend the after-

noon session and 17 at the evening session. 

¶ Performed extensive update and redesign of 

the Greene County Extension website. 

¶ Extensive update of office telephone system 

and added an information line on soil tests. 

¶ Sent Century Farm information to eight fami-

lies who had requested the information over 

the past six years; have helped two families 

gather information for their applications. 

 

Southwest Region News Service value: 
¶ News-Leader story on two-headed calf near 

Aldrich, Mo., included a quote from live-

stock specialist Eldon Cole; article was 

picked up by Associated Press and appeared 

worldwide, including The Guardian (United 

Kingdom), The Telegram (also United King-

dom), even WGN in Chicago picked it up 

and so did redorbit.com, which is the premier 

internet destination for space, science, health, 

and technology enthusiasts around the globe. 

¶ # of subscribers added this month: 29 

¶ 3 articles in Ozarks Farm and Neighbor in-

cluding a piece on the budget situation. 

¶ A 88 inch story on ñcold frame gardeningò 

appeared on page 1 of the outdoor section in 

the News-Leader. 
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Participated in: com-

munity development 

meeting with Mayor 

Brenda Ellsworth of Ash 

Grove; discussion on 

new delivery methods 

for the Berry Basket 

newsletter; Greene 

County Commission 

monthly meetings; re-

gional update with MU 

Community Develop-

ment program director 

Mary Leuci (discussed 

possible projects and revenue generation). 

 

Working on: New content delivery for the news 

service; worked on possible revenue producing 

programs for county office. I am also working 

hard to finish up my reporting that is used in my 

evaluations and may be taking some time out of 

the office in order to complete that work. 

 

CPD Duties: CPD related meetings, visits and 

CPD communications ð74; reaching out report, 

ongoing instruction for Tim Siebert; also re-

searched and wrote new copy policy and policy 

recommendation on reserve funding. 

 

Upcoming classes:  
¶ Met with Suzanne Bishop at BKD to work 

out details for a joint MU Extension/BKD 

QuickBooks training, this is a good new 

revenue stream for the office. The first 

QuickBooks training will be May 13-14.  

¶ Set up four classes of ñHome Canning the 

Safe Wayò with nutrition specialist Tammy 

Roberts. A 9 a.m. class and 1:30 p.m. class 

will be held Monday, May 11 at the Willard 

Community Center. Classes will also be held 

at 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26 

in the gym at Second Baptist Church. 

¶ Working with Missouri Attorney Generalôs 

office on offering a Sunshine Law training 

workshop in Greene County for members of 

the public as well as persons elected to public 

boards. Tenativiely set for June 4. This will 

be similar to the one hosted in 2007. 

County Program Director & Civic Communication Specialist 

David Burton 
Civic communication 

burtond@missouri.edu 
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Monett Downtown Revitalization and Vi-

sioning Project:  

 

¶ Co-Facilitator for a Community Design 

Workshop emphasizing four design game 

stations to raise awareness of Broadway 

issues, pathways and community visual 

preferences.  76 participants 
 

Sedalia Integrated Trails Visioning Pro-

ject:  

 

¶ Co-Facilitator for the 3rd of 4 public 

meetings to present ideas and develop 

feedback on the issue of pedestrian and 

cycling within the community, also try-

ing to integrate with the KATY Trail and 

the State Fair complex.  17 participants  
 

Barton County EXCEL:  

 

¶ Presentation of the NextStep2030: Path-

way to a DREAM to a the leadership pro-

gram.  Discussion of the recent DREAM 

Initiative designation for Lamar with the 

opportunities and challenges this pre-

sents. 7 participants 
 

USDA HOME 1st time Homebuyer Edu-

cation Program:  

 

¶ 1 Webster County person / households  

 

Low Cost, No Cost Energy Savers: 

 

¶ Energy Saving lifeskills class for 5 

OACAC clients covering inexpensive 

ways to save money, keep the home 

healthy and ideas for surviving cold 

weather disasters. 

 

 

 

Participated in:  
 

¶ Statewide Diversity 

Catalyst Team train-

ing.  

 

¶ Environmental Col-

laborative at CPO 

(Community Part-

nership of the 

Ozarks)  

¶ Ozarks Green Build-

ing Coalition (OGBC) 1st annual FUN-

raiser and Green Awards ceremony 
 

¶ Parkview High School Wrestling and 

Baseball Boosters 

 

Coordination of future Programs and 

Presentations:  
 

¶ ONE2:  Ozarks New Energy Conference 

ï presenter on Green Building and Reno-

vation 

 

¶ Stay Strong, Stay Healthy strength train-

ing for a group of local teachers and an 

assisted living center.  

 

Community Contacts  
 

¶ Phone and e-mail consultations regarding 

mold, radon, 1st time homebuyer incen-

tives under the new Stimulus Act and en-

ergy efficiency upgrades.  

Housing and Environmental Design Specialist Report 

Jeff Barber 
Housing and design 

barberj@missouri.edu 



Terry Egan 

Nutrition and Health 

Education Specialist 

 

Programs presented: 
FNEP staff training 
Staff evaluations 
OACAC-Aurora 
KOLR-Home Canning 

 

Participated in: 
Autism ITV 
EFNEP Research study 

 

 

FNEP Staff in Greene 

County 

 

Teresa DeFord, FNEP 

Program Manager 

 

Programs Presented: 
Middle School programs 
OACAC -Ozark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Shannon, 

Food Power Coordi-

nator:  

 

Programs presented: 
Food Power-Delaware & 
Watkins  
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Sherri Hull, Nutrition 

Program Assistant: 

 

Programs presented: 
WIC satellite clinics ,Head 
Start Programs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marty Wood, Nutrition 

Program Assistant: 

 

Programs presented: 
Pregnancy Care Center  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tylane Garrett, Nutri-

tion Program Associate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrition and Health Education Specialist  

Family Nutrition Education Program Report  

Terry Egan 
Nutrition Specialist 

egant@missouri.edu 

Teresa DeFord 
FNEP (Nutrition) 

Manager 

Brenda Shannon  
Nutrition Assistant 

Joined ð2003 

Marta Wood 
Nutrition Assistant  

Joined ð2000 

Tylane Garrett 
Nutrition Associate 

Joined ð2005 

Sherri Hull  
Nutrition Associate 

Joined ð2008 
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Nutrition and Health Education Specialist  

Family Nutrition Education Program Report  

Dina Good, Nutrition 

Program Associate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Becky Roark, Nutrition 

Program Associate: 

 

Programs presented: 
MacGregor, Cowden, Boyd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cindy Edmondson, 

Administrative  

Assistant: 

 

Budget reports 

Personnel reports 

Preparing educational 

materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Hatch,  

Office Support: 

 

Purchasing supplies for 

teaching staff 

Payroll and Travel Re-

ports 

  
Dina Good 
Nutrition Associate 

Joined ð2004 

Becky Roark 
Nutrition Associate 

Joined ð2004 

Cindy Edmonson 
Secretary for Nutrition 

and FNEO program 

Joined ð1990 

Linda Hatch 
Secretary for  

Nutrition &FNEP 

Joined ð1997 

Family Nutrition Education  

Program 
Greene County Annex 

305 E. Walnut, Suite 111,  

Springfield, MO 65806 

Tel: 417-866-3039  

The Historic Vandivort Center at 305 East 

Walnut in downtown Springfield is home to 

the Greene County Annex. The Family Nutri-

tion Education Program is located on the first 

floor in the southwest corner pictured here. 


