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Activities for July 2009 

Under construction é 

Our first urban 4 -H clubs 
 

7/2 ï Met with representatives from the Spring-

field-Greene County Parks, Missouri Department 

of Conservation and Bass Pro as part of the Out-

door Fitness Festival Committee. Greene 

County 4-H will be showcased during the Out-

door Fitness Festival at Springfield Lake.  

 

7/21 ï Met with a group of families from the 

Springfield Home School Association about 

starting a club within the city limits. The majority 

of members will be from the home school asso-

ciation but not limited to this organization. Will 

meet with them again in 3 to 4 weeks to begin the 

paperwork required to start a new 4-H club!   

 

Leadership 
Supervision and leadership pro-

vided to YPAôs in Greene, 

Christian and Dallas counties. 

 

7/8 - Assisted with the Christian 

County Fair project judging  

 

7/16 ï Greene County 4-H Fair 

review meeting / Greene County 

4-H Leaders Council met with 

project leaders and community 

partners from the Ozark Empire 

Fairgrounds. The focus of our 

discussion was improving next 

yearôs fair. 

 

ñBack to 

School Blastò 

Horse Show to 

Benefit 4-H 
 

Assisted in the plan-

ning the first annual 

ñBack to School 

Blast,ò a three day 

horse show Aug 28, 

29, and 30. This 

event is a horse show 

and equine education opportunity open to 4-H 

members nationwide. The focus is safety and 

equine knowledge. There will be educational 

clinics, vendors, the horse show and safety incen-

tives including prizes. The first 

150 entries will receive a tote 

bag filled with goodies including 

a t-Shirt. The ñBack to School 

Blastò is a fundraiser for the 

Greene County 4-H. Proceeds 

from the show will help fund the 

Greene County 4-H fair, Greene 

County scholarships, contest 

fees, trips and other things 4-H 

does in the community. Greene 

County 4-H has partnered with 

the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, 

Purina, Gordon's Feed, SOMO 

Agri Supply, PFI Western Stores 

Inc. and other members of the 

community.  
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4-H Youth Development Specialist Report 

Summer Office Helpers 

Supervision provided to (2) 

summer youth workers in the 

Greene County office Summer 

Youth Program ï (2) youth 

have been hired through the 

Missouri Career Center to assist 

with summer 4-H activities 

such as the fairs and regional 

achievement day. The youth are 

also building an office database 

and covering office duties 

where shortfalls occur during 

the summer. 

Velynda Cameron 
4-H youth development 

cameronv@missouri.edu 
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4-H Youth Development Specialist & Youth Program Assistant  

Continued from page 1 

 

7/23 ï Attended/participated in the Train the 4-H 

YPA Supervisor Training Session presented by Jay 

Chism, acting SW Regional Director; Ina Linville, 

State 4-H Director; Bev Coberly, Program Director

-Off Campus Operations, Melinda Adams and 

Megan Martin, MU Extension Human Resources 

Department.  

 

7/2 ï 7/4 ï Greene County 4-H Fair  

Over 100 Greene County youth and their families 

participated in this 3 day event held at the Ozark 

Empire Fairgrounds. The youth exhibited their live-

stock (poultry, beef, sheep, swine, goats and rab-

bits), horses and hand crafted projects. 

 

7/20 ï With assistance from the SW Regional fac-

ulty and staff we presented the annual SW Re-

gional Achievement Day event at Ozarks Techni-

cal Community College. This event is the culmina-

tion of a yearôs worth of work. The youth have 

placed first in their county events to earn the right 

to compete at the regional level. The dayôs events 

included demonstrations, a fashion revue (show), 

public speaking, personal appearance, project judg-

ing including - shooting sports, clothing & textiles, 

horsemanship, photography, beef, cake decorating, 

arts & crafts, foods/nutrition, woodworking and 

dogs. Over 150 youth from across the region par-

ticipated in this event.  

 

6/29 ï Greene County Extension Meeting 

 

7/7, 7/9 ï Planning meetings ï Ozark Empire Fair 

Preparing for the Ozark Empire Fair ï acting as 

regional liaison 

for the SW Re-

gional 4-H cate-

gory   

 

Gardening and 

Helpful Insects 

continues at the 

Grant and Stew-

art Head Starts  

 

 

Coordinated 
 

Show Me 4-H Wares 

Booth at Ozark Em-

pire Fair ï three 4-H 

entrepreneurs will 

have the opportunity 

to sell and or promote 

their 4-H products and 

services in the 4-H 

Building from 2 p.m. 

to 5 p.m., Aug. 9. 

 

Presentations by 4-H members with ani-

mals at the Goddard School. 

 

Preparing to do School Enrichment pro-

grams in local elementary schools. 
 

Participated In 

¶ Greene County 4-H Fair 4-H 

¶ Regional Shooting Sports at Bois 

DôArc Conservation Area 

¶ 4-H Fair Evaluation Meeting 

¶ Greene County Office Staff Meeting 

with Jodie Adams 

¶ Regional Achievement Day at OTC 

¶ Regional Category Meeting 

¶ Gold Buckle Gala & Extravaganza at 

Ozark Empire Fairgrounds 

¶ Greene County Foundation Meeting at 

Rutledge Wilson Farm,  July 28 

¶ Check in Exhibits and judging of ex-

hibits in the 4-H Building at the Ozark 

Empire Fair, July 29 & 30 
 

Becky Fay 
4-H assistant 

fayr@missouri.edu 



PROGRAMS AVAIALBLE:  A list of my 

available programs can be found online at  

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/events/

burton/DavidBurtonsNamedPrograms.pdf. 

 

SOUTHWEST REGION NEWS SERVICE  
¶ 21 new subscribers this month; 3,425 total 

¶ 4 columns in Springfield News-Leader  

¶ 4 columns in Republic Monitor  

¶ News service stories written this month ï 44  

¶ Spots on KOLR - 3  

¶ Media calls ï 12 special inquiries of me from 

reporters, three for national stories 

¶ Citizen questions related to (or prompted by) 

media releases ï 24  

¶ YouTube video viewers in June: 619  

Total 2009 Videos Uploaded: 16  

Total 2009 Video Views: 8,174  

¶ Facebook views in June: 386  

 

NATIONAL STORIES: Three regional Exten-

sion stories distributed via the Southwest Region 

News Service were picked up and used nationally 

in this way 1) an Associated Press story dealing 

with the use of weevils to control knapweed (see 

page 11 for story and photos). 2) National Public 

Radio also aired a radio story about the canning 

classes being done in Greene County. The news 

director at KSMU did the original story. The na-

tional story was also posted online and has had 

over 36,000 listens on the NPR website. 3) Arab 

news network Al Jazerra picked up on a story 

about cattle rustling and branding for a story. 

 

DISTRIBUTION: Working to develop new dis-

tribution system for the news service. This is a 

significant undertaking that 

will greatly enhance this net-

work but there is also a cost. 

 

CITIZEN JOURNALISM 

ACADEMY: Working on 

details and plans for CJA 

with area editors. Have cre-

ated a web space for the pro-

gram which also includes 

various program resources.  
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OZARKS NON-

PROFIT DEVELOP-

MENT PROJECT: 

Website developed, 

working on project 

newsletter and non-profit 

to help during the fall 

semester at Drury.  

 

TRiO/UPWARD 

BOUND: Have com-

pleted the community 

journalism program 

taught to urban high 

school students as part of this federally-funded 

program. The students produced two newsletters 

available at http://extension.missouri.edu/

swregion/news/CJA/start.shtml. 

 

Participated in: MU Community Development 

update with program director Mary Leuci; also 

attended all canning classes held during July to 

assist, welcome participants and clean up after 

program. Eight different canning and jams/jellies 

classes this month with total attendance of over 

100. See page 12 for the year-end summary. 

 

General communication projects 
¶ Joint conferences on development of cus-

tomer database for county.  

¶ Maintenance of county, Master Gardener and 

4-H  websites 

¶ Script for presentation to Springfield-Greene 

County Park Board on July 10 

¶ Update of Extension displays in libraries, 

including new Willard library. 

¶ Use of web-based 

system to send reminder 

calls about canning 

classes. 

¶ Editing, production 

and distribution of 

ñReaching Out Report.ò 

¶ Ongoing work on 

the 2009 annual report 

¶ Ongoing work 

with Tim Siebert on 

various issues. 

Civic Communication Specialist & Editor of  S.R.N.S. 

David Burton 
Civic communication 

burtond@missouri.edu 

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/events/burton/DavidBurtonsNamedPrograms.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/events/burton/DavidBurtonsNamedPrograms.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/swregion/news/CJA/start.shtml
http://extension.missouri.edu/swregion/news/CJA/start.shtml
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Special Report on 

ELL Program  
(English Language 

Learners for non-

English speakers)  
 
In response to the increas-

ing Hispanic/Latino popula-

tion in Missouri, as under-

stood from the 2000 Cen-

sus, Alianzas was created 

in 2001 to enhance the 

ability of University of 

Missouri Extension and its partners to respond 

to the needs of Hispanic/Latino immigrants and 

the Missouri communities that receive them. 

This was to be done through the implementation 

of outreach programs that focus on a commu-

nity-based, collaborative learning approach.  

 

A couple of objectives of Alianzas are to en-

hance the capacity of University of Missouri 

Extension staff in responding to Hispanic/

Latino-related issues; to problem-solve on is-

sues related to immigration, culture, language 

and other related Hispanic/

Latino issues. 

 

From June, 2006 through 

June, 2009, Jim and 

Shirley Wirth presented 

120 classes for 646 atten-

dees who were interested 

in learning English.  Most 

attendees were Latinos 

from Central and South 

America, but there were 

also attendees from other 

countries.  

  

Class sizes ranged from 1-17 with the average 

class size being 5.  These classes were offered 

in Taney County.   

 

Learning English is not easy.  It takes 1,000 

hours of actually speaking in English to master 

Basic Survival English.  This can take from 1-3 

Human Development Specialist Report 

years; Conversational English takes 1-2 years 

more, and Academic English takes an additional 

1-3 years.  For example, there are 1100 visual 

symbols in English that represent 40 sounds.  

For instance, f, ff, ph, and gh all make the same 

sound as in fun, fluff, phone, and tough.  There 

are sounds in English that do not occur in Span-

ish or Asian languages. 

 

To learn more about outreach efforts  

being made through Alianzas, visit  

http://www.alianzas.us/main/ online. 

Dr. Jim Wirth  
Human development 

wirthj@missouri.edu 

In southwest 

Missouri, Jim 

Wirth was 

certified as an 

English Lan-

guage 

Learner 

Teacher 

(along with 

wife Shirley).   Council chair David Eslick (left) presents a check 

of over $4,000 to Bob Horton, president of the 

Springfieldï Greene County Park Board for use 

toward the construction of the Botanical Center. 

Nearly $45,000 raised by MU Extension was pre-

viously presented to the Park Board. MU Exten-

sion is also furnishing nine offices, two classrooms 

and providing various equipment for the building 

also. The presentation was made on July 10. 

Check Presented to Park 

Board for Botanical Center 


